
Summer Reading Book Options

● This summer, you will be able to 

choose your own book to read! 

How exciting! 

● You may read any book you would 

like; however, it may NOT be a 

book that you have ALREADY read 

in school.

● If you have a book in mind, but are 

having trouble finding it, here is a 

link to for you to use: How to Find a 

Book

● If you are having trouble choosing 

a book to read, look through some 

options here.
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Pro Tip: If you are 

looking for a free 
specific book online, try 

typing the title of the 

book you want followed 

by “PDF” and see what 

you find!

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iKvPQnhZiUX2XpWkBOd57gtdKYcO8ifu3Aqcet5KMXU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Cx0x-gYdkNnddbT23aDBaSzLf15OFE6Hfu-a47xydR0/edit?ts=5ed68189


Choice Board Project: Directions

❏ Using the Choice Board on the next slide, you will 

complete one project.

❏ For each activity, you will find resources to help you 

complete these activities including examples, videos, 

and guidelines. 

❏ You MUST create your own personal document and 

complete the project of your choosing. You do not 

have access to edit the document linked.



Fictional 
Character 
Interview

Book Jacket Diary Entry

Plot Diagram One-Pager
Novel 

Soundtrack

Movie Trailer
Character 

Trading Cards
Comic Strip

Choice Board

Project is 

worth 50 
points. 

See rubric 
on last 
slide.

You must choose 
one of the 

projects below. 
Each project has 
their own slides 
with directions.



Fictional Character Interview

Choose one of the interviews below:

1. Create a fictional interview with the protagonist (main 
character),
2. Create a fictional interview with the antagonist (main cause of 

conflict)

3. Create a fictional interview with the author of the book where

you create questions and answers for the character.

You should have at least ten questions in your interview. Your 

answers should reveal insight into the character or author.

○ Click the link below for an example of an interview with a 

book author: 

○ https://youtu.be/YUTDPoFkoe0
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https://youtu.be/YUTDPoFkoe0


Fictional Character Interview

✓ 1- Interviewing a Character

✓ Getting to know a character and their point of view is essential to 
interpreting events in the books we read. To show how well you 
know a character in a book you are reading, you will craft a set of 
interview questions for a book character along with their answers
to demonstrate that you understand the character’s traits, 
motivations, and how they experience events in the story. Your 
interview must include at least 10 questions. 
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Directions: for this assignment, you will choose ONE of the options 

below to complete



Fictional Character Interview

You will need to submit:

✓ A copy of your ten questions

✓ Answers to go with each question

✓ Before you jump into creating the questions and answers, you need 
to identify what YOU know about the character.

✓ What are they like? (Character Traits)

✓ What types of conflicts do they face?

✓ Why do they make certain choices?

✓ What are their motivations (reasons) for making these choices?

✓ Find evidence in the text and begin organizing your ideas. The more 
you understand the personality, motivations, and actions of your 
character, the easier it will be to craft a fictitious interview that 
showcases this information.
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Fictional Character Interview

✓ 2. Interviewing the Author

✓ To demonstrate your understanding of the book you are reading, 
you will craft a set of interview questions for the author of the 
book along with how you believe they will answer those questions. 
You will need to conduct research about the author in order to learn 
more about them before you create your fictional interview. Use 
what you know about the story along with what you learn about the 
author in your research to create your interview. Your interview 
must include at least 10 questions.

✓ You will need to submit:

✓ A copy of your ten questions

✓ Answers to go with each question

✓ A list of your sources (sites you used from your research) 7

Directions: for this assignment, you will choose ONE of the options 

below to complete



Book Jacket

➢ Create a new book jacket for the novel. 
Use the digital tool of your choice or the 
artistic medium of your choice (draw, 
paint, etc.). Remember to include a 

summary about the author. an eye-
catching cover image, book reviews, 
and book summary



Book Jacket-
Directions

✓ The purpose of this assignment is to summarize the plot and theme of your book in a more 
creative way by creating your own book jacket. A book jacket is the cover that you typically find 
over a novel. It contains the following things:

✓ an image that hints at the book’s contents

✓ a summary of the story

✓ reviews of the book by critics (look some up to get an idea; you will make these up)

✓ a biography of the author (you will need to research about the author)

Some tips:

✓ When you are summarizing the story, make sure to not give away the books ending! The purpose 
of this is to give the interested reader an idea of what the story is about and the theme topics it 
explores. Look up some examples to get an idea of what you should include.

✓ When writing your biography of the author, your summary, and your fake reviews make SURE you 
are not copying ANYTHING off the internet. This is plagiarism and you will receive a zero for the 
entire assignment. 



Example of a Book Jacket



Example of a Book Jacket



Front cover

(Title, illustration, author’s name) 

Inside Front Flap

(Book reviews)
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Back cover

(illustration & summary of the 

book)

Inside Back Flap

(Information about the 

author and a picture & 

publication information) 
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Diary Entry 

Write a one page diary entry of a significant scene in 

your novel from the point of view of another character 
in the story that is NOT the main character. 

Make sure you stay true to the plot of your story. All you 
are doing is rewriting it from a different perspective, 

including the thoughts and feelings of this new 
character. Be creative!



Diary Entry 
● Character Diary Instructions & Example

● Write a one- page diary entry from the perspective of a character in your book that is NOT

the main character. At the beginning of the entry, state the name of the featured 

character and the chapter after which the entry would be written.

● Put yourself in the character’s shoes, and consider the following questions to get you 

going:

● What are you most afraid of or worried about? What is making you anxious? Describe the 

person, object, or event that bothers you.

● Who has impressed, annoyed, or pleased you most so far? What other character has had 

the strongest effect on you? Describe the interaction you've had, and why you feel the 

way that you do.

● What do you want to accomplish in your life? What big goals have you set for yourself, 

and why? What obstacles stand in your way?

● If you could relive a moment, what moment would you like to relive and why?

● What event do you think about? Why is it such a strong memory for you? Do you have any 

regrets about this moment?

● What lesson(s) have you learned? What have the events that you've been through taught 

you?

● How have you changed?

● Choose a value or ideal that is important to you--honesty, courage, faithfulness, and so 

forth. Define your value and explore how it relates to your life. Why is this ideal important to 

you?



Plot Diagram
Create a plot diagram of the important events from your book. Include 

important events, character introductions, conflicts and resolution. Also, 

include some quotes (direct evidence), and images to represent each event. 

You can also include links to additional information, videos, etc.



Plot Diagram

Directions: Create a plot diagram of the important events from your book. 

Include important events, characters, settings, conflicts and resolution. Also, 

include some quotes (direct evidence from the book), and images to 

represent each event. You can also include links to additional information, 

videos, etc.

• You will need to include at least 5 events from your book in your timeline. Be 
sure to include the following:

✓ The Exposition (how did it begin?)
✓ Rising action (what led to the conflict in the story?)

✓ The Climax (major event in the story/turning point)
✓ The Conflict (what is the problem/issue in the story?)
✓ Falling action (actions that start to lead to the resolution)
✓ Resolution (how was the conflict solved?)



Student Example of Plot 

Diagram



One-Pager

Create a digital One-Pager of the book that you read, using PowerPoint, that demonstrates your 

understanding and interpretation of the novel you read. You will be asked to demonstrate your 
understanding of theme, characters, conflict, and plot. Anyone looking at your one- pager should be 

able to gain an instant interpretation of how you understood the text. 

Use this as a template and all the required information that MUST be included for full credit.



Novel Soundtrack
You will need to select a total of 10 songs, one relating to each of the following:

•A main character (a song that connects to his/her personality, choices, changes, etc.)
•An important plot event that is crucial to story

• An important conflict in the novel (a song that relates to the feelings and emotions
connected with the conflict (internal or external).
•The prominent theme in the novel (remember a theme is a “life” message a reader should walk away 

with after reading the novel)
•The setting of the novel at a specific point

•The mood of the novel at a specific point
Each explanation needs:
•To be clearly labeled as to which of the elements it is covering (character, conflict, setting, etc.)

•To have the song title and artist clearly identified and a link to each song from YouTube.
Below is a link to a sample project:

https://epsdnj-
my.sharepoint.com/:p:/g/personal/smolano_epsd_org/ETmb_Nr8YORLinuFZ2BK1PUB9MiV0tMYNiYC6iMV2HS10

w?e=Hd0VXK

https://epsdnj-my.sharepoint.com/:p:/g/personal/smolano_epsd_org/ETmb_Nr8YORLinuFZ2BK1PUB9MiV0tMYNiYC6iMV2HS10w?e=Hd0VXK


Novel Soundtrack

● For this assignment, you will prepare a soundtrack for 
the book that you have read, using PowerPoint. Like 
music used in a movie, the songs that you select will 
need to relate to significant literary elements in your 
novel. Then, write an explanation for each choice. 
Your explanation should include specific reasons why 
you think specific song lyrics or music connects with 
the literary element. Is it the actual words, the type of 
music, the instruments used, etc.?

● Quoting specific lyrics from the song and relating them 
to specific aspects of your book would be a 
meaningful way to develop your explanation.

● Include a link to the video or song in each slide
●



+Create a video or book trailer using the digital tool 

of your choice. Remember to include music to set 
the mood and tell a brief story about the central 

conflict and characters without revealing too much! 
Tease the audience about the basic plot of the story 

and why they should watch it!

+
Your Book Trailer Must:

+ Include the title of the novel and a tagline

+A tagline is a one sentence statement that 

describes a theme from the story

+ Example: “It's not about how much we lost, it's 

about how much we have left.” was the tagline for 
Avengers: Endgame

+ Include a brief description of at least three 
characters from the novel

+ Include three quotes from the novel that reveal the 
novel’s main themes

+Give a summary of the novel’s main plot -- but 

don’t give away the ending!

+Contain images that go along with the novel’s plot

+ Be at least 2 minutes long

Movie Trailer



• Here is an example of a book trailer created by a student:

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DGFhKttEixI

• Some website options you could use:

• Powtoon https://www.powtoon.com/

• iMovie https://www.apple.com/imovie/

• Google Slides http://slides.google.com/

• Garage Band https://www.apple.com/mac/garageband/

• https://spark.adobe.com/make/video-maker/

Movie Trailer

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DGFhKttEixI
https://www.powtoon.com/
https://www.apple.com/imovie/
http://slides.google.com/
https://www.apple.com/mac/garageband/
https://spark.adobe.com/make/video-maker/


Character Trading Cards 
Create four character trading cards using the digital tool of your 

choice. Remember to include the character’s name, an image, a 

physical description, and at least five characteristics/traits for each 

character. Offer a brief summary about who your character is and 

what their role is in the story. Also, include a quote from your character 

that you feel encompasses your character’s personality. 

➢ Click the link below for detailed guidelines for this assignment: 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KoPTLMMthelQ35EDqHjnvi

bVRKZZjtMwQism1RZiNik/edit?usp=sharing

➢ Assignment Example:

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1OVGtA6KNgixpjixA-

4ARPiz4T50In66XUPG9rWx1YaI/edit#slide=id.g880f99f059_3_0

➢ List of internal character traits: Internal Character Traits

➢ Characterization Notes: 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xS9JE4D0N_ZPP5dxb_1dH9

_99KvT4lnCOKC-mkwmZ7s/edit?usp=sharing

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KoPTLMMthelQ35EDqHjnvibVRKZZjtMwQism1RZiNik/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1OVGtA6KNgixpjixA-4ARPiz4T50In66XUPG9rWx1YaI/edit
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/p-as_docs/sample_character_traits.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xS9JE4D0N_ZPP5dxb_1dH9_99KvT4lnCOKC-mkwmZ7s/edit?usp=sharing


Character Trading Cards: Guidelines
EACH of your trading cards must include…

❑ Your character's name and an image that demonstrates what that 

character looks like

❑ 5 internal traits, textual evidence to support the trait chosen, and an 

explanation.

❑ Offer a summary about who your character is in the story

● Are they the protagonist (main character)?

● What is their relationship to the main character?

● Are they well liked?

● What do you know about their background?

IMPORTANT TERMS:
• An internal trait is a word that describes a character’s personality (what they are like on the inside)
• An external trait is a word that describes a character’s physical appearance (what they look like on the outside)



Character Trading Cards: 
EXAMPLES



Character Trading Cards: 
EXAMPLES



Character Trading Cards: 
CHARACTERIZATION

▪ Direct Characterization- writer TELLS us exactly what a character is like.

o Example: “Luke is smart.”

▪ Indirect Characterization- writer SHOWS us what a character is like. We 
have to infer what the character is like based on the evidence in the text.

○ Example: “Students always asked Luke to tutor them when 
they were struggling with something, especially math. 
Everyone in the school knew Luke effortlessly understood 
every subject.”



METHODS to determine indirect characterization



Comic Strip
Create a comic strip that illustrates a chapter from the 
book you read. A comic strip is a story that uses images. 
You can reference a comic strip in the local newspaper if 
you are not familiar with what one looks like, or you can 

use the internet to find a few samples.

YOUR COMIC MUST:

❑ Describe an important event from the book
❑ Contain pictures AND text
❑ Include at least three quotes from the novel
❑ Contain original dialogue that you create as well as any dialogue from the text
❑ Stay true to what happens in the novel
❑ Include the pages numbers that your comic depicts
❑ Include an appropriate title
❑ Have easy-to-read text



Comic Strip EXAMPLE



Comic Strip Resources
You can use the following applications to make your comic strip:

○ PowerPoint

○ Word document

○ Storyboard That: https://www.storyboardthat.com/storyboard-creator

Make sure to save your work! Storyboard doesn't automatically save your 

progress.

○ Pixton: https://app.pixton.com/#/

Login using your Microsoft Office account for school

○ Canva.com

https://www.storyboardthat.com/storyboard-creator
https://app.pixton.com/


Scoring Rubric: 
*Each project is worth 50 points*

Criteria

Exemplary Work

(10 points)

Meets Expectations

(5 points)

Needs Improvement 

(3 points) 

Project Criteria My project includes all the 

required elements and I  have 

gone above and beyond to 
complete all the steps 

required.

My project includes a majority 

of the required elements and I  

have completed everything 
necessary for the project 

requirements.  

My project includes some of 

the required elements but is 

missing some pieces which 
makes the project 

incomplete. 

Content Knowledge My project shows that I 
have an extensive 
understanding of the literal 
and inferential meanings of 
the text.

My project shows that I 
have a basic understanding 
of the literal, and sometimes 
inferential, meanings of the 
text.  

My project shows that I 
have a general 
understanding of the literal, 
but not inferential, 
meaning of the text. 

Organization The purpose of my project is 

clear and appropriate. The 

information is easy to 
understand and demonstrates 

my complete understanding 
of the text.

The purpose of my project is 

mostly clear. The information 

is understandable and 
demonstrates my basic 

understanding of the text.

The purpose of my project is 

somewhat clear. The 

information is sometimes 
difficult to follow and there 

seems to be a lack of 
understanding of the text.

Quality of Project My project contains a blend 

of information from the novel 

and my own ideas which 
creates a coherent, 

meaningful piece.

My project contains some 

information from the novel 

and some of my own ideas 
which creates a coherent 

piece.

My project contains my own 

ideas but does not contain 

enough information from the 
novel to create a coherent 

piece.

Creativity My project shows that I  put a 

lot of thought into the final 

product and utilized all my 
resources to create clever 

details.  

My project shows that I  put 

thought into the final product 

and utilized most of my 
resources to create some 

details.  

My project shows that I  put 

some thought into the final 

product but is lacking finesse 
and cleverness in the details.  


