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 Veterans Day is a day dedicated to pay our respects and nationally thank those who serve our country. Formally 
known as Armistice Day, until it was renamed in 1954, Veterans Day honors the men and women who sacrifice for our 
freedom. Veterans Day first began in 1919, on the 1st anniversary of the end of World War I. President Wilson officially 
proclaimed Armistice Day, stating, “To us in America, the reflections of Armistice Day will be filled with solemn pride 
in the heroism of those who died in the country’s service and with gratitude for the victory, both because of the thing 
from which it has freed us and because of the opportunity it has given America to show her sympathy with peace and 
justice in the councils of the nations…” 

 In 1938, Armistice Day was declared a public holiday, dedicated to honor those who served in World War I. As 
time evolved, in 1954, Armistice Day became Veterans Day, and became a day to celebrate all Veterans. People take this 
day and show their respect in many different ways, like church services, participating in a two-minute silence at 11 am, 
the flag hung at half-mast, or parades. There are many ways to show gratitude and ways to thank our Veterans. Simple 
acts of kindness, like thanking them for their service, offering to pay for their gas, or taking them out to dinner, can real-
ly make their day. 

VETERANS DAY

- JORDYN TRUEX

From the Nurse’s Desk
        Have you been getting enough 
sleep? The answer is probably, “no,” 
and there is a reason for that!
        Melatonin is the sleep hormone 
produced by the brain to help us 
fall asleep and stay asleep. In adults, 
melatonin production usually begins 
around 8:30pm and ends around 
6:30am, but for you guys, for teens, 
the hours are pretty different. Your 
brains don’t start producing mela-
tonin until around 10:30 at night and 
don’t stop until about 8:30 the next 
morning!
        Because you are growing and 
developing and dealing with a whole 
lot of school, you should be getting 

between 8 and 10 hours of sleep a 
night. “But Nurse Brenda, how do I do 
that when I’m not getting tired until 
11:00pm?!”
Here are some helpful tips:
1. Keep the same bedtime and wake up 
time every day - yes even weekends and 
holidays!
2. Have a “winding down” period one 
hour+ before bedtime.
3. Turn off technology and have a “no 
screen” policy at least one hour before 
bed.
4. Cut out caffeine and snacks late in the 
day.
5. Avoid exercise late in the day.
6. Don’t leave school work until the last 
minute.

Signs you’re not Getting
Enough Sleep
From WebMD

    
    Merry Christmas!!
   From Nurse Brenda



GREAT SEASONTIGERS!
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Kickin’ It With Mevis

Harrison Mevis, the kicker for 
Warsaw’s football team, is on 
his way to greatness. The num-
ber 2 kicker and number 10 
punter in the nation has com-
mitted to The University of Mis-
souri and is ready to play at the 
college level. 

He started playing his fresh-
man year because his older 
brother inspired him to play. His 
immediate goal was to be the 
best he could be and make it to 
playing at the college level. 

After all these years of play-
ing with his friends, Mevis said 
that his favorite memory was 
hitting the game winning field 
goal at Michigan City. It was a 
thrill like no other to him hit-
ting that shot for the team, and 
the city.

He said that Missouri was re-
ally the only school he heavily 
considered. They have a great 
business and a great journalism 
program. They have a well es-
tablished football program that 
would help him accomplish his 
goal of making it to the NFL. 

To get an idea of his taste in 
NFL players I asked him who 
his vote in the GOAT conversa-
tion was and who he thought 
the best kicker was at the mo-
ment. 

He believes that the greatest 
of all time is Tom Brady. With 
over 70,000 passing yards, 
500 touchdowns, and an over-
all QBR of 97, that’s not a bad 
pick. He’s also acquired six 
super bowl wins and nine total 
visits.

He also said that he thought 
Harrison Butker was the best 
kicker. Whether it was because 
they have the same name 
or not, the world may never 
know, but we do know that 
Butker has put up great num-
bers this year. He’s put up 123 
total points as he’s 39 for 41 in 
extra points, and 28 for 32 in 
field goals. 

Harrison has a bright future, 
with his willpower and great 
supporting cast, the sky is the 
limit.

-Konner Shepherd



     Pitch Black aims to ter-
rorize the earth, sending 
it back to the Dark Ages. 
But he does not stand 
unopposed, The Immor-
tal Guardians prepare to 
defend the world from his 
tyranny.
     Dreamworks’ film Rise 
of the Guardians wraps 
a familiar idea with a 
unique package. Taking 
beloved characters like 
Santa, the Tooth Fairy, 
and the Easter Bunny and 
crafting unique version 
of each. Santa is a rugged 
Russian rendition of be-
loved Saint Nick. One that 
has tattoos and carries 
around swords with him. 
And let’s not forget this 
Santa’s toys are made by 
yetis and not elves. The 
Easter Bunny is boomer-
ang-wielding Australian.
     The Guardians are 
ready to rise up and stand 
against Pitch, but when 
the Moon chooses a new 
Guardian in Jack Frost, it 
is met with resistance. Jack 

Micah’s Movie 
Musings

is known to be a mischievous trou-
blemaker not fit to be a guardian. Yet 
Santa, Sandman, the Tooth Fairy, and 
the Easter Bunny are forced to set 
aside their opinions and accept Jack 
Frost as their own. 
     Santa talks to Jack about finding 
his “center”, what makes him tick, 
what he brings to the children of the 
world. It forces Jack to think about 

himself. When he realizes that he 
had an entire life before he became 
Jack Frost, Jack begins the desperate 
search for his past, to discover who 
he was before he became Jack Frost. 
     Jack’s search sends him all over 
the earth, but to the detriment of 
the other Guardians, as Pitch begins 
to accomplish his goal of making 
children doubt the existence of the 

Guardians. Jack discov-
ers that as fewer and 
fewer kids believe in the 
Guardians, they become 
weaker and weaker, and 
make Pitch stronger and 
stronger. 
But Jack learns of his 
past, and it changes 
him and the Guardians 
forever….
     Although Rise of the 
Guardians is a children’s 
movie, it tackles some 
deep concepts. 
     Finding your “center” 
is Jack’s entire goal in 
the film. Looking for 
his past so that he can 
know fully who he is. 
He hoped to find out 
exactly who he was deep 
down. In other words, 
Jack struggled with his 
identity and asked him-
self questions that we 
must all ask ourselves at 
some point.
     Another element is 
that of light and dark-
ness. Which is com-
monplace in culture, the 

struggle between the two. What sets 
this particular production apart from 
the others, however, is how blatant 
the light and darkness are. 
     Rise of the Guardians takes com-
mon themes and places a new twist 
on them, creating a film with enough 
flavor to entertain most any viewer. 

- Micah Hoffman



-

Cinderella
As soon as he was asked by fellow classmate Elise Kruger, Edward Robison gave a thumbs up to express his feelings 
preceding the opening night of Cinderella. Daylight just breaking, on Friday November 22nd and talk about the highly 
anticipated show was already buzzing around the hallways. 

Beforehand the cast seemingly showed mixed emotions pre show. Isa Silva, Duchess/ensemble member, said that she’s 
“not really nervous.” Even Davin Broadhurst kept his cool for the time being throughout the day. Many others shared 
feelings of nervousness, excitement, and everything in between. 

“You’re going to leave this place laughing and humming and smiling,” was Ms. McAfee’s guarantee you everyone at the 
beginning of the show that night. She would show this promise to be true. The audience filled the air with energy and 
then settled down as the show began. They failed to attract every single members attention at first but, as if they had 
made the magic come alive before their eyes, the audience became captivated.

Scene by scene it was easy to tell which ones were truly stupendous. If one is to ask did Cinderella go well, they must first 
look not at the play itself but at the faces of the audience members. The audience members who leaned forward in seats, 
whose eyes grew wide, and who contained those with an assumed shorter attention span: children. Lauren Housel, who 
played Cinderella/Ella, commented that the audience feedback is “the best part”. 

The lights came up on Cinderella. The audience had seen fantasy, had been given magic, had heard the songs, had per-
haps even even caught every carefully practiced step from dances to fixing Ella’s (Lauren Housel) dress after she trans-
formed. The claps and cheers thundered, especially from the kids. The cast seemed happy, albeit tired, as the zoo line 
came to an end and thus did the first night. 

- Marie Henn



     You should definitely join Winter Guard. This sport is easy to learn, and plus you 
never stop learning in Guard. There is so much technique and terminology that goes into 
this sport. Performing may be amazing, but the people you meet are even better. Winter 
Guard helps you grow close to people that you may have never thought you would. A lot 
of hard work and sweat goes into Winter Guard, but it is truly worth the time. Next time 
you wonder what to do during the dark, cold winter months, come down to the PAC and 
join us!

Winter Guard
      Winter Guard is an indoor sport performed by a group of people, who dance 
and toss cool equipment in the air. Typically they wear uniforms consisting of 
bright colors and designs. Their equipment is six foot flag poles, wooden rifles, 
and metal sabres. They perform in a gym on a large tarp, made out of reinforced 
vinyl. In most cases, tarps are rectangular, but some guards choose unique tarps 
to fit with their show. 

      Unlike Color Guard during fall, winter guard has no band to come along with it. 
Winter Guard International (WGI) is an organization that allows guards from around the 
world to have international competitions. Winter guard can be very emotional, scary, and 
it can sometimes make you want to cry. The performance song choice can cause all these 
feelings and the people in the group even can, just like a family. Winter Guard grows such 
amazing relationships that stay for a lifetime. Terrifying it may be, but performing is an 
exhilarating, bonding experience.

-Emma Hall

PUZZLE PAGE Christmas Word Scramble!

 1. groceos___________________
 2. naclorig___________________
 3. rats______________________
 4. scunttshe__________________
 5. porduhl___________________
 6. naast_____________________
 7. skagceap__________________
 8. dressephh_________________
 9. gramen___________________
10. galen____________________
11. limesotte_________________
12. vaniyitt__________________
13. gotscink__________________
14. virasou___________________
15. traweh___________________
16. gisehl____________________
17. wamsonn_________________
18. ejuss_____________________
19. stranneom________________
20. scamsthir_________________



2019 TIMELINE

January February March

April May

June

July August September 

October November December

 College Football Playoffs 
and Bowl Games On Janu-
ary 7, the Clemson Tigers beat the 

Alabama Crimson Tide 44-16.
Los Angeles Teachers Strike 
After weeks of  negotiations between the 

school district and the union leading 
nowhere, 32,000 teachers begin their 

strike from school on January 14.

Super Bowl LIII Patriots 
win their sixth Super Bowl on 

February 3rd.

Mars Rover Dies Rover 
on Mars dies ending the Mars 

opportunity rover’s mission 
on February 13.

 March Madness 2019 The March 
Madness a single elimination of  68 teams of  

NCAA began on March 19.
College Admissions Cheating 

Scandals On March 12, it was announced 
that 50 people, many Hollywood, were arrested 
on charges of  cheating on college admissions.

A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream WCHS theatre de-

partment showcases a spectacular 
performance of A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream On March 8.Avengers: Endgame On April 26, 

Marvel released Avengers: Endgame, the 
conclusion to a long lasting series. 

2019 NCAA Division I Men’s 
Basketball Tournament The 

championship concluded as Virginia Cavaliers 
emerge victorious against Texas Tech 85-77 in 

overtime on April 8

Notre Dame Cathedral Burns 
On April 15 in Paris, France the famed 

Notre Dame Cathedral catches fire.

Royal Baby Prince Harry and Duchess 
Meghan welcome their first child Archie Harri-
son Mountbatten-Windsor to the royal family 

on May 6.
NBA Finals The NBA Finals began on 

May 30.
Man sets Fire to Self On May 29 a 

second man set himself  on fire in front of  the 
White House and died.

A Night in Athens On May the Se-
niors enjoy their last dance at Prom themed 

A Night in Athens May 18.

Toy Story 4 Pixar concludes 
the heartfelt series with Toy Story 

4 on June 21.
South Bend Bar On June 23 an 

act of  violence was committed at a 
South Bend Bar in Indiana leaving 11 

people injured and one fatal.

The Lion King The beloved Disney 
classic was brought to life on July 19 

Queen of England Announces 
New Prime Minister Borris Johnson 
will become the Prime Minister on July 24.

 Lover Taylor Swift released 
her seventh studio album 

Lover on August 23.

Football WCHS football season 
began as WCHS students joined the 

cheer block.

Band Goes to State WCHS band made it 
to State on October 26.

Simon Biles Simon Biles breaks the 
record for Word Champion medals won 
by women winning her 21st medal on 

October 8.
Homecoming Clubs of  WCHS 

display their storybook themed floats at 
Homecoming 2019 on October 4.

TIGERS Make History WCHS 
football made history and made it to 

Regionals for the first time.

Macy Parade New York celebrates their 
annual Thanksgiving parade on November 28.

Cinderella WCHS theatre department 
performed their fall musical Cinderella on 

November 22-24.

Area 51 Raid What 
started off  as a meme, 3,000 
people arrived at the Area 51 

Raid On September 20.

Star Wars: The Rise of 
Skywalker Disney releases the 
last movie in the Skywalker trilogy 

on December 19.

WCHS Thespian Troupe 
WCHS Theatre wins 1st place in 
Regionals on December 7, and are 

now headed to State.

By: Alyssa Pena



A 
sol-
dier, stand-
ing in the cold and 
muck of the trenches, 
suddenly begins hearing a cho-
rus of Christmas carols taking over the 
trench. The firing stops and the music, out of 
tune and a capella, replaces the sounds of gunshots 
and overtakes the screaming that fills the air-the first time 
of silence in hours. Torches light all the way down the trench 
and soldiers begin calling across no man’s land. They wave and yell out 
Merry Christmas. Slowly, and after a long time, the British across the trench-
es begin to sing back and call out a Merry Christmas to their German opposers. 
December 25th, 1914, the Germans, saddened by the cold and destitute conditions in the 
trenches, decided to have one day of peace. Each side, the British and the Germans respec-
tively, had expected the war to be over by Christmas, but when it came around they were 
still trapped in the trenches under enemy fire. The Germans initiated the truce, singing 
“Silent Night” and calling out a Happy Christmas to the British. After a hesitant while, 
the British began singing back a version of “First Noel” as they warmed up to the idea. A 
German Patrol officer called out for the British Patrol to come out to meet them, with a 
swear for no shots fired. 
The officers met and the Germans gave the British a glass of whiskey, some cigars and 
a promise for no shots for during the days of Christmas Eve and Christmas. There is no 
definite number of how many different troops called this truce, but there were certainly 
a few separate trenches that paused fighting for the day.Smithsonian reports said that 
the Saxons, a specific Germanic tribe, were the most peaceful groups and the most likely 
to initiate any truces that spread across the battlefields. According to the Smithsonian 
historical report of the event, one German Saxon called across No Man’s Land, “We are 
Saxons, you are Anglo-Saxons. What is there for us to fight about?” 
Only in the British sectors were the truces called, initiated by the Germans singing and 
placing Christmas trees along the parapets in the trenches. Both the British and the Ger-
mans ventured into No Man’s land where they played games and exchanged cigars and 
drinks as well as other little gifts, as they played games and had as much conversation as 
they could between the language barrier. “Literally hundreds of each side were out in no 
man’s land shaking hands,” reported a young Britsish Soldier in his letter back home. 
According to accounts by the Imperial War Museum, the truce lasted only through the 
Christmas of 1914 and, while the soldiers joined together to play games and exchange 
small gifts, they also took the time to bury their dead and repair the damages their trench-
es had suffered. Many higher up generals in on each side were upset by the truces because 
they feared it would lessen the motivation their soldiers had, which may have been justi-
fied because the groups who paused their fighting on Christmas were the same groups who 
called multiple one day truces throughout the war. 
The truces that swept across the front on Christmas of 1914 were the only grand scale 
truces to happen during a war in History and none have been conducted like this since. 
The war, which they had prayed to be done by that first Christmas raged for another five 
years, ending just before Christmas during 1918 where the remaining soldiers returned 
home and were able to spend Christmas with their families once again.

 A soldier, standing in the cold 
and muck of  the trenches, suddenly 
begins hearing a chorus of  Christmas 
carols taking over the trench. The firing 
stops, and the music out of  tune and a 
cappella, replaces the sounds of  gunshots 
and overtakes the screaming that fills the 
air. Torches light all the way down the 
trench and soldiers begin calling across 
No Man’s Land. They wave and yell out 
Merry Christmas. After an extended 
period, the British across the trenches 
begin to sing back and call out a Merry 
Christmas to the German opposition. 
 On December 25th, 1914, the 
Germans, saddened by the cold and des-
titute conditions in the trenches, decided 
to have one day of  peace. Each side, the 
British and the Germans respectively, had 
expected the war to be over by Christ-
mas, but when it came around they were 
still trapped in the trenches under enemy 
fire. The Germans initiated the truce, 
singing “Silent Night” and calling out a 
Happy Christmas to the British. After a 
hesitant while, the British began singing 
back a version of  “First Noel” as they 
warmed up to the idea. A German Patrol 
officer called out for the British Patrol to 
come out to meet them, with a swear for 
no shots fired. 
 The officers met and the Ger-
mans gave the British a glass of  whiskey, 
some cigars and a ceasefire during the 
days of  Christmas Eve and Christmas. 
There is no definite number of  how 
many different troops called this truce, 
but there were certainly a few separate 
trenches that paused fighting for the 
day. Smithsonian reports said that the 
Saxons, a specific Germanic tribe, were 
the most peaceful groups and the most 
likely to initiate any truces that spread 
across the battlefields. According to the 
Smithsonian historical report of  the 
event, one German Saxon called across 
No Man’s Land, “We are Saxons, you are 
Anglo-Saxons. What is there for us to 
fight about?” 

The 
Christmas 
Truce of  1914

 Only in the British sectors were 
the truces called, initiated by the Ger-
mans singing and placing Christmas 
trees along the parapets in the trench-
es. Both the British and the Germans 
ventured into No Man’s Land where 
they played games and exchanged 
cigars and drinks and other little gifts, 
as they played games and had con-
versation, despite the language barrier. 
“Literally hundreds of  each side were out 
in no man’s land shaking hands,” report-
ed a young Britsish Soldier in his letter 
back home. 
 According to accounts by the 
Imperial War Museum, the truce lasted 
only through the Christmas of  1914, 
and, while the soldiers joined together to 
play games and exchange small gifts, they 
also took the time to bury their dead and 
repair the damages their trenches had 
suffered. Many high ranking generals on 
each side were upset by the truces be-
cause they feared it would deminish the 
motivation their soldiers had, which may 
have been justified because the groups 
who paused their fighting on Christmas 
were the same groups who called multi-
ple one day truces throughout the war. 
 The truces that swept across the 
front on Christmas of  1914 were the 
only grand scale truces to happen during 
a war in History and none have been 
conducted like this since. The war, which 
they had prayed to be done by that first 
Christmas raged for another five years, 
ending just before Christmas during 
1918 where the remaining soldiers 
returned home and were able to spend 
Christmas with their families once again.

           ~Eleanor Williamson



Here is a thorough checklist of things to 
keep in your car for the winter! The nice 
thing is that all of the items can simply 
be removed and put in any car! Some 
may seem to be extreme, but they are 
all simply precautionary!
Blanket: Just a simple heavy blanket if 
you ever need it! 
Shovel: Last winter I returned home 
from a winter youth retreat and my car 
was completely snowed in, but having a 
small shovel in my trunk was a life sav-
er! It does not have to be a huge shovel, 
just a small child-sized shovel works just 
fine!
Jumper Cables: Last winter I helped 
well over 20 different people jump start 
their cars in the parking lot outside 
after school. None of them had jumper 
cables. You never know when you or a 
friend may need a jump start, so always 
keep a set in your car. Make sure you 
learn how to use them too!
Basic Tool Set: Just a small set of 
sockets and wrenches. You may also 
want to include a few different sized 
screwdrivers. They have many uses, es-
pecially if you are having battery issues. 
Last year I had to replace my battery 
with a new one, and without sockets I 
would not have been able to replace it.
Hat, Gloves, and Coat: Never know 
when you may need these! Especially 
if you end up in the ditch without heat! I 
have also found them extremely helpful 
for keeping that special someone com-
fortably warm!
Liquid Heet: No, “Heet” is not a typo. 
Just keep a few bottles in your car. It 
keeps the gas in the car from freezing 
due to exceedingly cold temperatures. 
I used it twice last year during the polar 
vortex; just remove the cap and pour it 
into your gas tank!
Flares: I know this one seems a bit 
extreme, but it really can’t hurt. A simple 
small kit is pretty cheap and you never 
know when you may need them.
Ice Scraper: This may be painfully 
obvious, but having an ice scraper is 

almost essential for the winter months. I 
keep mine right between the passenger 
seat and the center console.
Flashlight + Batteries: If you need to 
pull aside on the road and check some-
thing under the hood, save the battery 
on your phone. There are also many 
flashlights that include certain small 
self-defense features that can’t hurt to 
have. 
First Aid Kit: Never hurts to have 
some bandages and disinfectant with 
you. A first-aid kit is always a nice asset 
to have!
Extra Phone Charger (Portable): 
A charger is great to have! But also 
consider keeping a charged portable 
charger with you whenever you can! 
Batteries can go out without any notice, 
and that will keep you from being able to 
charge your phone.
Water Bottles + Coke: Water can al-
ways be useful! I would keep this in your 
back seat rather than the trunk. The 
period heat from the vents may make 
it less likely to completely freeze. Coca 
Cola may seem strange, but believe it 
or not, it will actually clean any corrosion 
off of your battery. Again, I tried it last 
year and it worked very well!
Food: Food to pair with the water, 
something simple like granola bars.

Pepper Spray: Great for self defense 
no matter who you are!
Paper Towels: Anything under the 
hood can be a little messy, paper towels 
are a lifesaver when working with oil or 
anything of that sort.
Hand Warmers: Keep your hands (and 
feet!) warm!
Pocket Knife: A knife has many uses, 
especially if you get a multi tool knife!
Matches + Lighter: This is definitely 
part of the more extreme equipment, but 
you never know if you may need to have 
these to keep yourself warm and start a 
fire with some outside of your car. 
Headlight Light Bulbs: It never hurts 
to keep a bulb in your car so you don’t 
get pulled over!
Bonus: Keep your gas tank above half 
full, in case you need to keep it running 
if you end up in the ditch, so that your 
battery does not die. It also is healthi-
er for your engine in the long term not 
to run the tank to empty. Periodically 
also add premium gas to your tank. It 
is much more expensive, so do not do 
this every time, but it keeps your engine 
healthier and makes it less likely that 
your gas will freeze in the colder weath-
er because of the lower water content 
found in premium gas.

-Micah Hoffman

Winter Supplies Checklist

carthrottle.com



Through-
out the 
years, 
numerous 
versions of The 
Christmas Carol 
have been done and 
redone countless times. 
One of the earliest ver-
sions even came around in 
1935, which was one of the 
very first “talkie” or non-silent 
films. According to Enterprise 
reviews, it is terrible quality and 
shouldn’t be viewed, but it also isn’t the 
worst on their list. The one thing every 
film has in common is, naturally, Scrooge 
and the basic storyline, but most versions of 
this classic Chrismas story take a different ap-
proach to each of the Christmas Ghosts. 
 Starting in 1935, the Ghosts of Christmas 
Past, Present, and Future have been depicted in differ-
ent artistic forms. The Ghost of Christmas Past has been 
depicted as a woman with a man’s voice, a 1930’s beauty 
queen, a magical candle, various old women, and various old 
men. Each version takes the Ghost of Christmas Past and uses 
the character to illustrate what they believe the past looks like. 
 Most commonly, we associate the past with older traditions 
and the times that have changed or, it can also be viewed as the younger 
days and the “best points” of our lives. These two theories are what the 
images of Christmas Past typically follow around. It is generally kind and 
thoughtful, as well as wise and a little eccentric. 
 The Ghost of Christmas Present is the second ghost to visit Scrooge during 
his night of revelations and is often depicted as a giant. He is described as being very 
close to Father Christmas with his appearance. Throughout the years, he has been seen 
as a jolly giant, a dog in the Christmas Carol version of dogs, and various other creatures 
in all the different versions. The common factor between this character in every version is 
jolly and a positive character always looking for the best in the situations. 
 The Ghost of Christmas Future is the final spirit to make an appearance in the film and 
is regularly depicted as a silent and daunting creature. While the other two spirits are jolly and 
try to show the good parts of life, the Ghost of Christmas Future is often very scary. This is likely 
because the idea of the future often scares us and that is the job this spirit has. This spirit shows every 
main character their death, the life they led, and the impact they had on others. It often appears as a “grim 
reaper” or a truly terrifying ghost. It tends to shock Scrooge into taking the whole situation seriously and, 
ultimately, changing for the better.

Spirits Throughout the Ages 
Eleanor Williamson 

The Luckless Santa Claus

Most people, specifically students, who have taken a junior year English class, have read The Great Gats-
by. Whether you were the student who passed your reading quizzes by reading SparkNotes the class 

period before or the student who watched the movie and really liked it or the student who read 
every page and fell in love with the words that F. Scott Fitzgerald poured forward onto the page, 

you know the story and maybe even specific quotes. Fitzgerald is a writer that people can relate 
with because he brings forward the human parts of his characters and makes them feel. 

 This characteristic of his writing is one he has always had a talent for. At the young 
age of 13 all the way to his death. He wrote The Great Gatsby at the age of 29 and, 

while this was his first publication, it was not his first piece of writing. Years earlier, in 
school, he wrote a short story called “The Luckless Santa Claus.” 

	 This	short	story	centers	around	a	young,	engaged	man	and	his	fiancėe	in	
the Christmas spirit. More accurately, Ms. Dorothy Hamon is in the Christ-
mas	spirit	and	dares	her	young	fiancė,	Harry	Talbot,	to	give	away	twen-

ty-five dollars without giving more than two dollars to any single per-
son. Throughout the course of the story, Harry goes around New 

York City fighting to give twenty-five dollars away to people. He 
gets into a few fights with people not wanting his “charity”, was 

given money to make him go away, and finally realized the 
point of this exercise and went home feeling much more 

generous. 
This story brings to light how difficult it is to be gener-

ous and give away things that you want or need, like 
money, and the importance of finally ending up 

doing it in order to better people. Fitzgerald 
shines a light on the human characteristic 

of wanting what you have but also gives 
his character proficient development 

throughout the short story. 

I recommend this story to any-
one who needs a humorous 

and lighthearted Christmas 
tale and anyone who 

loves the way F. Scott 
Fitzgerald writes 

and breathes life 
into any of his 

pieces of 
writing. 



 
 Christmas and winter are just around the corner, and people are getting ready. From putting up 
Christmas trees to placing the presents underneath, each Christmas and winter symbol has a meaning. 
Christmas trees bring hope of spring. The origin of Christmas trees began in Germany in the 16th century. 
They began as evergreen limbs plastered on wooden pyramids decorated with candles and other trinkets. 
These candles and pyramids gave way to the modern day Christmas tree. According to an article written by 
the American Christmas Tree Association, about 95 million U.S. households put up a Christmas tree. 
 People decorate Christmas trees in many ways. These decorations may include candy canes, orna-
ments, tinsel, and lights. Candy canes are one of the many decorations used on Christmas trees. Many be-
lieve that candy canes have their shape and color to represent Jesus, or even a shepherd’s staff. Next to 
the candy cane, an ornament may be spotted. Ornaments originated in Germany along with the Christmas 
tree itself, and are a cheerful addition to the modern tree. Tinsel came from Germany too! It was invented 
in 1610, and was made of real silver. The candles on the tree ruined the backside of the tinsel and people 
looked for new ways to make it. Candles tended to set the pyramids on fire and as electricity was invented 
the candles were swapped with the modern lights.                                                                                                                                         
 St. Nicholas or Santa Claus is another very famous Christmas symbol. Santa Claus originated as a 
mysterious figure who gave gifts to those in need. Santa came from a monk named St. Nicholas. He lived 
close to where now a day Turkey is located, and was known for giving away his inheritance to help the poor 
and sick. He is thought to come down the chimney on Christmas Eve to drop off his goodies. Children are 
known to leave milk and cookies for him. Some even leave snacks for his reindeer. These reindeer are mag-
ical and lead Santa’s sleigh Christmas Eve. Rudolph is a very famous reindeer that is known for his bright 
red nose. His nose leeds Santa’s sleigh during the heavy winter storm.   
 Outside, the weather may be frightful; snow may be falling to the ground in drifts and torrents. And 
when the snow is in just the perfect condition: packable, moldable, still light... everyone rushes outside to 
make snowmen. In 1494, the Middle Ages, it has been recorded that Michelangelo was commissioned by the 
ruler of Florence, Italy, to sculpt a snowman in his mansion’s courtyard. Also, a town in Switzerland has a 
tradition, started in 1818, that is still going strong to this day where they blow up a snowman on a pyre of 
wood and however long the blaze lasts is how long the winter season will be. So clearly, snowmen have been 
around forever and are an iconic symbol for the winter season. 
 Jingle Bells, during the winter holidays, can symbolize many things from the Christmas spirit itself 
to an angel getting its wings. They are mainly used for decoration now a days, but they had an important 
purpose in the past. Jingle bells were strung on the harness of horses, so that the bells would jingle and let 
people know that a sleigh was coming through.  There is also a song written by James Lord Pierpont, and 
was not initially intended to be a Christmas song. 

Symbols of the Season
                   By: Audrey Moore

out to all the Yeti believers around 
the world that claimed to have a 
piece of Yeti hair, teeth or tissue. He 
received 57 samples, 36 of which 
were chosen for DNA testing. These 
samples were compared with other 
animals, but most turned out to be 
from well-known species, such as 
cows, horses and bears. Footprints 
found by Yeti enthusiasts could be 
explained by a ceratin gait unique to 
an asian bear species. 
So, while legends of the Abomina-
ble Snowman may live on, they may 
simply be myths.

 The Abominable Snowman is a 
mysterious two legged creature said 
to live in the mountain elevations 
of Asia. Though it sometimes leaves 
tracks in snow, it is also believed to 
dwell below the Himalayan snow 
line. Despite dozens of expeditions 
into the remote mountain regions 
of Russia, China and Nepal, the 
existence of the Snowman, or Yeti, 

ALL BARK AND SNOW BITE
Morgan Burkholder

remains unproven. The Yeti is said to 
be muscular, and covered with dark 
grayish or reddish-brown hair. This 
massive creature could weigh up to 
400 pounds even though it is relative-
ly short compared to North America’s 
Bigfoot. Reported Yetis have come in 
a variety of shapes, though most fun-
damental details are maintained. In 
2013, scientist Bryan Sykes reached 
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     Hanukkah is celebrated by the people who follow Judaism in countries like Israel, the US, 
and parts of Europe. They don’t celebrate Christmas, but instead they enjoy “The Festival of 
Lights.” Lighting of the menorah, special prayers, and lots of fried food are big components 
of Hanukkah. Chanukah and Hanukkah are the same celebration, Hanukkah is more of an 
Americanized word for the celebration. Chanukah remembers the small group of Jews that 
defeated the mighty Greek Army in the second century BCE. The Jews reclaimed the Holy 
Temple in Jerusalem. The menorah was supposed to be lit; but there was only a small drip 
left of olive oil. That small amount kept the candle lit for eight days, consequently there are 
eight candles on the menorah. To remember this amazing blessing, Chanukah was created.

    Pacha Ganapati is the holiday of “Christmas” in the Hindu religion. The 
countries with the biggest Hindu population are India, Nepal, and Ban-
gladesh. Their celebration starts on December 21st. They worship the el-
ephant-headed lord of culture and new beginnings, Ganesha. Typically a 
Ganesha statue is put up, and is dressed differently every day of the cel-
ebration in different colors (yellow, red, blue, green, and orange). Picnics, 
feasts, gift-giving, and decoration of the home in pine boughs/ durva grass 
is also very common.

Happy Holidays!
   -Emma Hall

     Ramadan is the celebration of “Christmas” for people of the Islam religion thought it takes 
place during a different time of year. Countries with the largest Muslim population are Indone-
sia, India, and Pakistan. Mohammed is believed to have been shown the Koran by God at this 
time. The holiday Ramadan starts at the first sighting of the moon. Muslims fast during the day, 
but then begin eating at sunset and finish eating no later than sunrise. Many delicious treats 
are made and eaten during Ramadan such as: dates, katayef- which are delicious stuffed pan-
cakes, and kulfi- which is similar to ice cream. The fast ends with the celebration of Eid al-Fitr. 
Ramadan is also a time of many prayers and lots of worship.
 

      When you think of Christmas, what comes to mind? Presents, family, or 
maybe the tons of delicious food. Some might think the birth of Jesus in the 
manger in Bethlehem, Hanukkah (The Festival of Lights), or even twelve days 
of Christmas cheer. There are many different holidays that take place during 
the same time as the giving holiday of Christmas. And there are quite a few 
interesting ways different groups of people and different religions celebrate 
around the world that we may have not realized. 

Christmas Traditions



Christmas Charity
Shop shop shop shop shop! The moment Thanksgiving ends Black Friday, holiday sales, and Christmas wish lists kick-
off  the commercializing, consumerism, and gifting that makeup the holiday season. Truely, however, the real holiday 
cheer comes not in the things you get, but what you can give instead. Although shopping for presents for family, friends, 
and others spreads joy, to get into the holiday spirit there’s others to keep in mind. 
Charity. It poses the question, now as much as ever as Christmas rolls around, what can you do to give back to your com-
munity? However, difficulties can be found in doing so when you’re unaware of  all the ways you could give back. Luckily 
there are more than enough places in proximity to Warsaw that there’s tons of  options for who to help.

The Homeless
As weather turns freezing, many people 
in northern climates opt for bundling up 

to fight cold or staying inside. It’s im-
portant to notice and offer help to those 
who are not so fortunate, who don’t have 

a roof  over their heads or anything to 
keep them warm. Fellowship Missions 
broadcasts a message of  homelessness 

not being a choice, but “loving your 
neighbor is.” With more information 

available on https://fellowshipmissions.
net/, they note that they take both dona-
tions and volunteer applications. Other 
homeless shelters include Combined 

Community Services (https://
ccsgives.com/) and The Beaman 

Home (https:// www.thebeaman-
home.com/). 

Animal Shelter
One such way to give charity is by 
looking into the local animal shelter, 
the Animal Welfare League. “We help 
pets and people” the shelter’s web-
site, https://awlwarsaw.com/, reads. 
The open door shelter partners with 
hundreds of  organizations already, 
but they can’t maintain their healthy, 
clean facility without the help of  
volunteers. Volunteering can include 
cuddling and socializing cats, walk-
ing dogs, cleaning and lots more. If  
interested call (574) 267-3008 for 
further information. 

Elderly Homes
Warsaw’s very own Warsaw Mead-

ows Care Center isn’t to be forgotten 
either when the happy holidays roll 

around. The elderly care home on 
Prairie Street often releases notices 
on their events calendar on season-
al activities. Described as offering a 
“safe, nurturing, [and] comfortable 

environment”, Warsaw Meadows also 
takes volunteer applicants who are in-
vited to stop by the facility or contact 

the Activities Department at (574) 
267-8922.



Christmas Eve,1885.  In the 

small town of Seneca, Illinois, 

Matilda Rooney bursts into 

flames. She is alone in her kitch-

en. The fire quickly consumes 

her entire body, leaving only her 

feet. The fumes given off quickly 

suffocate her husband, Patrick, 

who was found in the bathroom, 

just a few yards away.

The tragedy left investigators 

baffled. There was no reason to 

suspect foul play. The Rooneys 

had been relaxing and drinking 

whiskey that evening. A farm-

hand who had stayed the night 

with them hadn’t noticed any-

thing out of the ordinary, except 

for the smell of smoke, which 

he disregarded as he fell asleep. 

Furthermore, there seemed to be 

no cause for the sudden blaze. 

Although the flames had been 

intense enough to leave only 

ashes and a few fragments of 

bone, they had not spread to the 

rest of the room. The fire seemed 

to have started in her body and 

stayed there.

Some believe the whiskey in her 

system was to blame for Mrs. 

Rooney’s fiery demise, after all, 

family friends confirmed that the 

Rooneys had a habit of getting 

a little more than just tipsy. This 

theory lines up with other cases 

of spontaneous human combus-

tion (SHC) as in the past, the few 

rare occurrences often seemed 

to happen while the victim was 

intoxicated. Could the alcohol, 

being so highly flammable, be to 

blame?

Others however remained at-

tached to the longstanding tra-

dition that SHC was caused 

by poor lifestyle. The idea 

was largely accepted on moral 

grounds. Often, victims were 

alcoholic and overweight, and 

more were female than male, so 

there was a general consensus 

that combustion was a kind of 

karma for a problematic lifestyle. 

Was Matilda Rooney to blame 

for her own grisly end? Had 

she simply overdone it with the 

alcohol? Or, were there other, 

even more mysterious factors at 

play? We may never truly know 

the real reason behind sponta-

neous human combustion, so, as 

rare as it may be, there’s always 

a chance it could strike again 

someday soon.

CHRISTMAS COMBUSTION

Photo by Andy Maguire| flickr.com
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Travel Safely this 
Holiday Season! 

-Warsaw Buick GMC Autoplex-
M

If it’s too cold for you, 
it’s too cold for them! 

Bring your pets inside this winter!
-Community Animal Hospital-

B

L

The Food Pantry in G155 is totally stocked!
If there are things you need, 

come load up before the long break!
-Dream Council-

I

K


