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December 11, 2020 
 
Re: Important Update 
 
Dear Members of the Dracut Public Schools Community: 
 
I am writing to provide an important update related to our ongoing efforts in light of the COVID-19 
pandemic.   
 
As everyone is likely aware, the incidence and prevalence of COVID-19 in the community at large are 
increasing consistent with other communities across the state.  In our schools, we have seen increases in 
positive cases (most recently 36 cases spread across our schools and central office) this week.  As I have 
stated previously, school employees and students have done a fantastic job adhering to physical 
distancing guidelines, wearing their masks, and following hand washing protocols.  There continues to 
be no evidence of school-based transmission, and the increase in cases (as posted and updated on the 
district’s positive case dashboard) simply mirrors what is going in throughout the community.   
 
As everyone is aware, the state has established very strict rules related to the quarantining of those 
exposed to the virus.  The quarantine rules have dramatically impacted the district’s ability to maintain 
operational integrity.  In the face of increasing numbers of colleagues who must quarantine due to 
exposure to family members, others close to them, or being a close contact of someone in the school 
setting who tests positive, administrators, teachers, and staff have done an extraordinary job filling in the 
staffing holes created by broad quarantining.     
 
There are, however, three schools where we have reached a point of unsustainability.  Given our inability 
to operate those schools with sufficient staff, effective Monday, December 14, 2020, the Campbell 
Elementary School, Richardson Middle School, and Dracut High School will move to full remote 
learning.  The shift to remote learning is not caused by outbreaks or high numbers of positive cases.  
This is an operational matter related to the number of administrators and staff members who have 
been forced to quarantine. 
 
Educators in Campbell Elementary, Richardson Middle, and Dracut High will provide fully remote, live-
streamed, and asynchronous programming as was provided in September before we shifted to our hybrid 
model.  For High Needs Special Education programs at those schools, some will continue with in-person 
learning, while others, because of the operational capacity issue, will transition to remote learning.  
Administrators from each school will communicate directly with impacted families. 
 
The shift to full remote learning at Dracut High School will cause a delay in the start of the winter sports 
season for student-athletes.  We will be monitoring the situation closely and will begin the season as soon 
as is possible.  Mrs. Chausse, our Athletic Director/Dean of Students will keep families of student-
athletes updated in the coming days. 
 

https://www.dracutps.org/o/dps/page/covid-information--2


The Town of Dracut is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer 
 

Campbell families supported by our before and after school programming provided by our partner, the 
Greater Lowell YMCA, will be contacted by a YMCA representative to provide information on logistics 
and opportunities for this period of time. 
 
The Food Service Department will continue to provide meals to any family that needs them through our 
drive-up program (at Dracut High School) on Mondays and Thursdays.  Principals will provide any 
additional information as needed. 
 
In-person learning at the Brookside, Englesby, and Greenmont Avenue Elementary schools will 
continue unchanged, as there has been little or no operational strain at those schools.   
 
At this time, we are planning on a return to hybrid learning at all schools upon return from the holiday 
break (January 4, 2021).  That said, we will continue to monitor the prevalence and incidence of COVID-
19 in the community generally and the school community more specifically, and make any adjustments as 
needed.  
 
Each day I repeat what is now a mantra: “Every day our students are in school is a good day.”  I do not 
take the decision to shift three of our schools to remote learning lightly.  The negative impact on the 
mental health of our children and adolescents is a great concern to me.  I am extremely proud of the work 
undertaken this year across the district to ensure our students are connected to school in tangible and 
substantial ways.  I have directed the administrators of the Campbell, Richardson and Dracut High to take 
any additional steps necessary to strengthen those bonds during this period.    
 
I am also aware of the added burden this shift may place on families.  I thank everyone for their continued 
patience, support, and sacrifice.  I encourage any parent or guardian who is struggling to maintain the 
pace of support at home and/or is struggling more generally to contact someone in the district.  We will 
do what we can and/or refer them to another organization that can provide supports and resources. 
 
In closing, I wish everyone a healthy and peaceful Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays.          
 
 

#MIDDIEPRIDE 
 

Sincerely,  

        
Steven Stone 
Superintendent of Schools 


