
As we close the book on 
the ‘21-2’2 school year we are 
anxious to the begin the ‘22-’23 
school year. 

Like most schools and organi-
zations around the world we are 
happily anticipating our emer-
gence from some of the abnor-
malities of the last few years. 

Lawton High School is 
launching several new programs 
this fall to include Aviation 
Careers courses, the Technology 

Applications 
Program 
(TAP), and 
eSports (as 
a scheduled 
class). 

We will 
also be mak-
ing some 
changes to 
our security 
protocols 

to ensure that LHS students 
receive these outstanding edu-
cational opportunities in a safe 
and secure environment. 

We hope this note fi nds you 
having a great summer and look 
forward to seeing you back at 
LHS soon.

Charles Kirchen
LHS principal
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The Class of 2022 says farewell

An animated senior class wins the cheering competition during the winter sports pep rally.

Marissa Rodriguez
The Wolverine

Lawton High School has been 
taking a Close Up fi eld trip to the 
U.S. Capitol each year since 1981, 
a tradition that’s been interrupted 
only twice for the covid pandemic.

Jackie Barrett, government and 
history teacher at Lawton High, 
took over the tradition in 2005 

and has participated in the Close 
Up trip to Washington every year 
since, other than during the pan-
demic. 

“It was a disappointment,” Bar-
rett said of the missed trips, “but 
I think it was looking at the big-
ger picture and worrying about 
COVID-19.”

SEE CLOSE UP, PAGE 6

Courtesy photo
LHA students and sponsor Jackie Barrett stand in front of the U.S. 
Capitol during a Close Up visit in February.

Catherine Smith’s journey to be-
come Lawton High School’s Teach-
er of the Year wasn’t a straight line, 
but it’s one she thinks has best pre-
pared her for her belated career.

Smith, who was a fi nalist for 
Lawton Public Schools Teacher of 

the Year, came to 
Lawton High in 
2018. Her edu-
cational journey, 
like that of many 
military families, 
was varied — she 
attended 10 dif-
ferent elementary 
and high schools 

and graduated from a high school 
in Germany. She came back to 
Lawton with her family and attend-
ed Cameron University, where she 
earned an associate degree.

“I had no idea what I really want-
ed to do,” she said. “I didn’t even 
know if I wanted to attend college.”

She eventually wound up at the 
University of Science and Arts of 
Oklahoma in Chickasha, where she 
intended to study speech patholo-
gy.

“It was diff erent than I thought, 
and it required more school,” she

SEE TEACHER OF THE YEAR, PAGE 2



The students keep walking 
by and saying, “Our library is 
naked!” 

In reality, if books are the 
clothing of the library, the stu-
dents aren’t far off  with that ob-
servation. In the last few weeks, 
we’ve packed every single book, 
decoration, odd, and end to 
prepare for new fl ooring. 

The custodians have done a 
fantastic job fi nding places to put 
all the furniture and we 
appreciate all their hard 
work to clear the library, 
as well as what they will 
have to do to put it all back 
together. Though we love 
our carpet, others saw a 
need to update, so we have 
done as we must. Time to 
embrace the change! 

Just before the big evac-
uation, we completed our 
genrefi cation of all fi ction. We 
now have colored spine labels 
indicating romance, historical 
fi ction, horror, etc. 

We’ve also changed the 
sub-location in Follett Destiny 
(our digital catalog) to indicate 
where every book in the library 

is located. 
We’re adding better signage 

next school year to help our 
patrons know exactly where to 
fi nd what they’re looking for. 

August will be a very busy 
month for us as we attempt to 
put everything back in order.

As this, my fi rst year as li-
brary media specialist, comes to 
a close, it is a time to refl ect and 
be thankful for the opportunity 

to work in a beautiful 
space where students 
have found peace, cre-
ativity, and a chance to 
broaden their perspec-
tives through the vast 
array of books we get to 
off er our patrons. 

Intellectual freedom 
is precious and unfor-

tunately being attacked daily 
by people who seek to restrict 
learning endeavors, and it is 
our duty as educators to pro-
tect a student’s right to read. 
To that end, it is our mission 
to continue to build our collec-
tion in a way that represents 
every student. All young people 
should have the opportunity to 

read books where they can see 
themselves represented on the 
pages.

If you’d like to keep your 
mind sharp this summer, don’t 
forget that you have access to 
Sora, a digital library off ered 
by Lawton Public Library or go 
see them in person to fi nd some 

fantastic reads. Also, they have 
some amazing programs at the 
public library open to everyone 
this summer.  Check them out!

See you in the fall – we have 
some awesome things planned 
for next year!

Amand Benke
LHS library media specialist
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Continued from Page 1
said, so she opted for a bachelor’s 
degree in psychology.

She returned to Lawton when 
she was off ered a job working at 
Parker Pointe Group Home, which 
serves girls 13 to 18 who are in state 
custody. 

After a year she became case 
manager — which she calls “the 
most stressful job on earth” be-
cause she was responsible for “ev-
erything a parent would provide 
for a child.”

At Parker Pointe she came into 
contact with special education 
teachers in Lawton Public Schools, 

and she began to think about that 
fi eld. 

“The special education teachers 
I worked with from LPS were spec-
tacular and taught me everything I 
never knew about IEPs (Individual-
ized Education Plans), paperwork, 
student rights and caring about a 
young person’s education like that 
child was my own.”

She had a “gnawing feeling” that 
she was meant for a career in edu-
cation.

‘I just felt a calling toward it,” she 
said, but she wasn’t ready yet. Mar-
riage, a new baby and life in general 
kept her from pursuing the courses 

that she needed to be a special edu-
cation teacher. A

t that point, she considered a ca-
reer in special education unobtain-
able.

It was Claudia Beckner of LPS 
Special Services who eventual-
ly persuaded Smith to apply for 
the state’s Special Education Boot 
Camp Program. 

She earned her certifi cation in 
special education and complet-
ed work for her master’s degree at 
Cameron.

Lawton High, she said, is where 
she’s meant to be. She caught the 
eye of Jennie Keller, chair of the 

LHS English Department, at a job 
fair. 

Leadership and teachers here 
helped her along the way, celebrat-
ing as she marked the milestones 
along the way — passing tests, 
earning her master’s degree, earn-
ing her traditional teaching certifi -
cation.

“There is no doubt in my mind 
that education is exactly where I 
was always meant to be,” she said. 
“I am honored to be a teacher, 
knowing that I can be an advocate 
to support my students’ needs, 
cheer them on, and be a constant 
in their ever-changing world.”

Senior Field Day
To raise money for Special 
Olympics, seniors sponsored 
an event where they went 
wet and wild and engaged in 
feats of strength and skill on 
the LHS baseball fi eld to help 
the special athletes go to 
state competition.
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Celebrating spring with music



Spring is made for sports
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Photos by LHS 
Photography/

Some additional 
soccer photos by 
Manuel Saldana
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Continued from Page 1
“We had to make sacrifi ces that 

would keep everyone safe and 
healthy.” 

Close Up is a non-profi t and 
non-partisan organization that be-
lieves a strong democracy requires 
active and informed participation 
by all citizens, according to its web-
site. Its issue-centric, nonpartisan 
curriculum is designed to provide 
participants with a stronger un-
derstanding of government insti-
tutions, history and current issues, 
and their roles as citizens.

The program gives students an 
opportunity to learn about their 
government outside of the class-
room. 

It gives them a chance to work 
hands-on and learn more in-depth 
about things through activities such 
as watching and participating in 
debates, attending workshops, role 
play as members of Congress, see 
the Declaration of Independence, 
and explore the town. 

Normally, the visits are during 
the end of January and beginning 

of February and they last around 
one week. Barrett sponsors the 
Close Up trip because he likes to 
teach students about the impor-
tance of their government, and it 
lets them know that they have a 
voice. 

In order for the students to go, 
they have to have good grades and 
attendance. Every student that de-
cides to go takes it on themselves to 
raise money for the trip. 

Lawton High  averages about 20 
students to go each year, but the 
biggest group was 39 students. 

Student Braylee Lawson said she 
enjoyed the people she met. 

“I expected it to be a lot more 
strict, but it was relaxing and fun,”  
she said.

She said group explored the town 
and rode the subway on the last day 
of their trip. 

“Every year is diff erent,” Barrett 
said. “I appreciate the students that 
go and enjoy getting to know them 
all personally that have the same 
interest. I like to see what they can 
get out of going on this trip.” 

By Brayden Johnson 
For The Wolverine

Dr. Terence Freeman is sitting 
behind his desk, reminiscing over 
questions and philosophers as 
the white fl uorescent lights beam 
down overhead. 

“If I get Socrates’ 
myth or allegory of the 
cave right,” he says, 
“then these trials and 
tribulations are mere 
shadows on the wall of 
a cave in which I am 
chained, that outside 
the cave is a truer, ideal 
reality in which the sun 
is still shining.” 

Many have pondered 
deep questions before. Entire 
treatises, novels and volumes of 
philosophy have been written 
about optimism, the topic that 
happens to be on the examination 
table today. Dr. Freeman examines 
them from inside a high school 
classroom, the most recent stop on 
a unique education journey. 

 “With struggle and good luck 
and help from others, I can actu-
ally break the chains and see the 
light,” Dr. Freeman said.

A few months ago Freeman — 
who is retiring from Lawton High 
at the end of this school year — 
won another award, this one from 
Rose State College in Midwest 
City, Oklahoma. 

It’s called the Golden Apple 
Teaching Award, and only a select 
few across the state have been 
granted the honor. Last year, just 
10 teachers won the award. 

The winner is decided by an 
essay contest. Every year, some 
students at Rose State submit 
their essays, hoping that their 
public school superheroes will be 
acknowledged. Only a few see that 
hope realized. 

Alyson Gaston is one of them. 
She’s a freshman attending Rose 
State College in Oklahoma City. 

In 2021, she graduated from 
Lawton High, and the hallway 
masses might still recognize 
her for having participated in a 
myriad of activities, from debate 
club to the Lore court. She’s a 
student athlete, and recently she 
participated in a national tourna-
ment in Florida as a defender on 
the Rose State Raiders women’s 
soccer team.

A fruitful stress 
As a college student who gives 

a hoot, she’s busier than a bee in 
spring. Lucky for her, it didn’t take 
too much time to fi gure out who to 
write about. 

“He’s impacted my life more 
than academically,” she said. “He 
feels more like a ‘life-long friend’ as 
opposed to just a teacher for me.” 

I sit across the camera from her, 
feeling only a bit surprised that 
I’m hearing praise for a teacher by 
anyone other than some opportu-
nistic politician. 

“When I fi rst had Doc Free-
man’s class my sophomore year,” 

she continued, “I imme-
diately wanted to drop 
his class. I never had a 
teacher who caused me 
more stress than him, 
but at the end of the day 
I thank him for it.” 

Back in Dr. Free-
man’s room, her praise 
is on the top of mind. 
He’s fl attered by it, but 
unfazed . 

“Being a teacher has become 
progressively harder,” Dr. Free-
man continued. “The profession as 
a whole seems less and less hon-
ored and more and more criticized, 
bashed, or ignored; students rely 
more on grades than on demon-
strable skills and knowledge.” 

A lifetime of experience
Dr. Freeman is a rare breed. 

Before he became a teacher at 
Lawton High, he was an English 
professor at West Point. During 
his time in the Army, he was an 
Airborne Ranger; and he retired as 
a full-bird colonel. 

When he bemoans the state of 
our education system and the cul-
ture in our school, it comes from 
a lifetime’s worth of experience, 
worth of service. 

Alyson knows this. She’s expe-
rienced it. In her two years with 
Doc, she gained a sense of opti-
mism that many people take a 
lifetime trying to achieve.

“The most important lesson 
Doc Freeman has taught me is 
to ‘Hold on, a change is coming,” 
she said. 

“There were many times in 
my academic life and personal 
life where I wanted to give up, 
but Doc repeatedly stressed 
the importance of reaching out 
whenever you need it. I sur-
vived two years with Doc Free-
man, nothing can ever be that 
hard compared to his class.” 

An award like this a reminder 
of what Lawton High teachers can 
accomplish. It’s a reminder of what 
Lawton High students can accom-
plish. It’s a reminder of all the intri-
cate details that go into creating a 
relationship like the one that exists 
between Alyson and Dr. Freeman. 

In the aftermath of COVID-19 
and in the wake of the blur created 
by modern technology, it’s these 
awards that remind us of the real 
values we’re supposed to be aspir-
ing for. 

“The students seem to see them-
selves only as kittens,” he said. “I 
can see the lion.”
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Courtesy photo
LHS student Riley McKenzie takes her place in line at the FDR Me-
morial during the Close Up trip to Washington, D.C. in February

The LHS Wolverine is 
published quarterly by Lawton High 

School. To suggest stories 
or photos, please email 

hs-communications@lawtonps.org.



Wolverine faculty honored

Four LHS teachers were honored in this year’s Lawton Public 
Schools Teacher of the Year program. From left are Jeff Elbert and 
Susan Bauchamn, both recognized as Champions for Children; Can-
dace Easterly, LHS First Class Teacher; and Catherine Smith, LHS 
teacher of the year and a fi nalist for district  Teacher of the Year.

Three facul-
ty  members 
retired at 
the end of 
the spring 
semester. 
From left 
are science 
teacher 
Stephen 
Adams; 
Assistant 
Principal 
Mary Styron; 
and English 
teacher 
Terrence 
Freeman.

LHS top seniors

Evan Perkins, center, received the Hugh Bish Award, Lawton High’s 
highest student honor during the senior awards assembly. The two 
Citizenship Awards went to Blake Eastwood and Mayci Paras.

Pixie Parker 
and Zachary 
Siaca were 
presented 

Scholar Ath-
lete Awards 
by Athletic 

Director Da-
vid Bradley.

National Honor Society

The National Honor Society had a busy spring with induction of new 
members and a service project at the Lawton Food Bank.

My classes all watched 
the “Ugly Dolls” movie to 
gain the knowledge and 
confi dence that what is on 
the inside is just as import-
ant (if not more) than what 
is shown on the outside. 

It’s not about being per-
fect, but rather embracing 
the imperfections.

Students practiced four 
diff erent types of stitch-
es on a worksheet before 
designing a doll according 
to specifi cations (school 
appropriate, wide enough 
to stuff  with poly-fi l, and a 
minimum of 6 inches tall.)

Using the drawing of 
their doll, they cut out their 
design, traced it onto felt, 
and cut out their pieces. 
Next, they sewed their 
small details, like the eyes, 
mouth, etc., onto one side 
of their fabric. 

Once all limbs and fea-
tures had been attached, 
students sewed together the 
other side of the fabric (like 
a sandwich/ravioli), leaving 
an opening big enough to 
stuff  poly-fi l into it. 

After stuffi  ng their dolls, 
students sewed the remain-
ing opening up. 

Voila! The students now 
have a custom-made doll!

Mary Baumann
LHS art teacher

TOP: Riley Burton, left, and Elaina Ben-
ke sew the pieces of their dolls together 
in Mary Baumann’s art class.
BOTTOM: Malaki Avendano pays close 
attention to the job.
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By Raevon Walker
The Wolverine

The Lawton High School Academic team 
made it to the state competition this year, thanks 
to hard work, dedication and — maybe? — a tree,

The team placed second at the regional com-
petition to earn the trip to state.

“We continued the Academic Team tradition 
of asking a local tree to bless us with good luck, 
and it must have paid off ,” said captain Marc 
Spotts. “Fourth in the state is quite impres-
sive.”

The academic team practiced every Wednes-
day; the members are very devoted to their club, 
and on other days they visit Discord — a voice, 
video and text communication service  — to an-
swer and research any questions they have.

Stephanie Hillary, the team’s coach, said go-
ing to state with the team was rewarding.

“Our students worked really hard and had a 
fun time,” she said. “We also got to see areas we 
have diffi  culty in and what we can work on in the 
future.”

“I was really satisfi ed with how we did fourth 
place considering all the massive schools we 
were going up against,” former captain Brayden 
Johnson said. “These are 6A schools, magnet 
schools. I am extremely, extremely happy with 
the way our team performed.”

Other members of the team are assistant cap-
tain Dail Kinslow, Billie Parker, Kali Garrett, 
Nicole Wisebaker, Abby Kamper, Kaitlyn Lee, 
Greyson Hype, Daniel Polichetti and Diesel 
Johnson.

By Connor Toscano
The Wolverine

Packed with plenty of upsets and hard-
to-believe victories, Lawton High School’s 
March Mammal Madness has come to a 
close. The nationwide tournament, now in its 
10th year, takes several diff erent animals and 
pits them against each other to see who’s the 
strongest. This year’s victor: a Pride of Lion-
esses. 

The event is organized and sponsored by 
Arizona State University, but it originated 
with Doctor Katie Hinde. It started just as a 
test to see which mammal out of 64 subjects 
would win in a bracket battle and eventually 
became an annual event across classrooms 
throughout the nation. 

When students were asked about their 
brackets they had a few diff erent responses 
for who they thought would win. Heidi Sal-
dana Luna chose the orca whale, while Diego 
Rodriguez chose the panda. Their teacher, 
Joshua Oates, also cast his vote, choosing the 
pangolin as his champion.

Saldana Luna got one of the highest scores 
in her class, fi nishing with 89 points. Rodri-
guez wasn’t so fortunate and only fi nished 
with 10 points. Mr. Oates was bested by half 
his class by fi nishing with 59 points. 

What was the most surprising part of the 
event?

Saldana Luna commented, “That the orca 
didn’t win, or the turtle (losing).” Rodriguez 
said, ”(I was) surprised by the situations they 
gave.”

What was the students’ favorite part?
 “Seeing how they fought.” Saldana Luna 

said, and Rodriguez answered, “Honestly, I 
did pretty bad and felt like it was rigged from 
the start.”
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Manuel Saldana/The Wolverine
Sophomore Diego Rodriguez shows the 
mock Wheaties poster featuring a Pride 
of Lions, this year’s winner in March Mam-
mal Madness.

Photo courtesy of Stephanie Hilliary
Celebrating their fourth-place fi nish at state competition are, from left: Front row: Daniel 
Polichettei, Kaleb Garrett, Billie Parker and Nicole Wisebaker; and Back row: Greyson Hyde, 
Diesel Johnson, Kaitlyn Lee, Brayden Johnson, Emily Spotts and Landon Johnson. Coach 
Stephanie Hilliary is at left.

Dining drama

Connor Toscano and Samantha Polichetti 
are served a dinner of fettuccine with a 
side order of fl irting by Kylie Herren, cen-
ter, in a scene from Lawton High School’s 
spring theater production.“How to Kiss a 
Girl,” is about a young man who is going 
out on his fi rst date with a girl he’s known 
for a while and connects to his Bluetooth 
to get advice while on his date. 

Signs of the times

LEFT: A crew from Arrow Sign Co. removes 
the old Lawton High School marquee after 
installing the school’s new electronic sign 
on the school’s front lawn. Liberty National 
Bank is providing all three city high high 
schools with new signs.

TOP: LHS Principal Charles Kirchen, right, 
and teacher Kelly New take custody of part 
of the old sign for continued use at the 
school in some form.



JUNE 2022 THE WOLVERINE PAGE 9

Mr. and Miss LHS

Manuel Saldana/The Wolverine
Gavin Taylor was crowned Mr. LHS and Zaninya 
Maddox Miss LHS at this year’s competition.



Class of 2022 adds to the Wolverine tradition
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