LAGUNITAS SCHOOL DISTRICT
NEWSLETTER

Lagunitas and San Geronimo Schools ~ December 7, 2020
Serving Forest Knolls, Lagunitas, San Geronimo, and Woodacre, California
Quote of the Week: “No matter what people tell you, words and ideas can change the world.” (Robin Williams, 1951 – 2014)

Important Dates
Tuesday, December 8
Wednesday, December 9
Monday, December 14
Wednesday, December 16
Friday, December 18
Monday, December 21
Monday, January 4, 2021
January 13, 2021

-

LEAP Board meeting 7 pm*
Lagunitas School Board/Re-Opening Task Force meeting 4:30 pm*
Lagunitas School Board meeting 4 pm
Co-Writer and Snap&Read demo 5:30 pm (see details below)
Half-day, noon dismissal
Winter Break begins
School resumes
Open Classroom Parent meeting 6:30 pm

*Zoom links will be sent through email on day of meetings.

News and Information
Google Chrome Extensions
The Marin County Office of Education is supporting our students this year by purchasing two Google Chrome
extensions for all our students to use. An extension is a shortcut or an app-like program that is on the Chrome
browser near bookmarks. (To see a list of available extensions, go to the Chrome Webstore.)
The two extensions that are now available to all our students are Co:Writer and Snap&Read. Co:Writer helps
students with vocabulary development, spelling, and writing in general. It has word banks on different topics,
predicts words to be typed next and even individualizes this by suggesting words the student often uses. For
students who need support with reading, the words can be listened to. The program can help with organizing ideas
in pre-writing and note taking. It also can integrate illustrations.
The Snap&Read extension helps students with reading by capturing print and turning it into an audio version. It
can even capture print from a pdf. When providing an audio version there are settings to highlight the print as it is
read as well as many other features.
Both these extensions are super tools for translations too. It’s hard to imagine how helpful this is without seeing a
demo. I am offering a demo for parents on Wednesday, December 16 at 5:30 pm. Please let me know if you’d
like a link to this.

All student accounts have been configured with these two extensions. (Students can’t add extensions to the school
accounts individually.) Here’s what the extension icons look like.
Co:Writer

Snap&Read

Re-Opening Update
Updates were sent through email with the new Stay at Home Order in Marin County starting tomorrow. This order
requires us to stay with the people in our households in and out of our homes. It also closes many businesses and
activities. Schools are an exception to the order in several ways. For us, we must remain closed until the order has
lifted and when we are out of the purple tier that is predicted. There is a set time between the end of the purple tier
and when we are allowed to reopen that is not clear yet.
We closed our just recently opened “Learning Hub” for now as a precaution. We will not be able to hold our
anticipated training days in December. This was tentatively planned regardless of the new order as the work to
prepare is still underway. We expect further decisions about our January re-opening plan to come from our joint
School Board and Re-Opening Task Force meeting this Wednesday.
We continue to work on our re-opening checklist. This week we determined exact pathways from each parking lot
to the classrooms, and areas for students to line up for entry 6 feet apart. These will be stenciled and color-coded.
We are also working on preparing the restrooms so that each classroom will have just one designated gender
neutral restroom. The checklist of items to prepare is 7 pages long and we are making steady progress on our
preparations.
Once we are re-opened we will require families to complete a daily health screening (with just a couple questions)
for each child before school. Students will not be allowed to enter the classroom unless the screening is complete.
We will have hand sanitizers at the doors. Students and staff will wear masks while on campus and student seating
will be 6’ apart. Supplies will not be shared – we will provide the needed classroom supplies in an individual
container for each child. Most of this preparation is already complete. Our classrooms will be cleaned and
sanitized daily and between cohorts. We will spend as much time outdoors. If you have questions about our plans
to prevent the spread of the virus when we return to school, please reach out to me.
Upcoming Assemblies
This Friday we have a Virtual Farm field trip to a California working dairy farm at 11 am. Details will be on the
Friday activity list. We are also able to continue to share the link to the Magic Hat assembly that was offered last
Friday for one more week. This link is on the Friday activity list that went out last week.
Laura Shain
Principal

_______________________________________________________________________________________

SURJ Marin presents
Talking with Kids about Race and Racism
This workshop will help you understand the importance of having
conversations with your kids about race and will provide strategies
to do so. You will come away feeling empowered to break the
silence and plant seeds of change and progress.

SURJ Marin is part of a national network organizing white people for racial justice.

Saturday, December 12th 4:00-5:30
On Zoom
Register with the following link:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/surj-marin-presents-talking-with-kidsabout-race-and-racism-tickets-129096201213

All Library events are free. Call 415.453.8151 or visit www.marinlibrary.org

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Yearbook
The Lagunitas School yearbook needs your photos! Do you have photos of this year's Halloween costumes or
photos of students doing school projects and other online learning activities? Send them our way!
Send photos to: LagunitasYearbook@gmail.com
Questions? Contact Kristy Arroyo: lagunitasyearbook@gmail.com
_______________________________________________________________________________________
LEAP
Our district-wide foundation, LEAP, meets monthly to raise and distribute funds to the three programs. LEAP
depends on parent pledges each year, as well as funds raised from our special events. Funds from LEAP are so
important to our students. They help support the arts, the classroom assistants, the Spanish programs, field trips
and other special activities. For details, go to Leap4Education.org.
Letting the bidding begin!
With great thanks to everyone in our community who generously donated to this LEAP auction, we are now open
for bidding! All of the proceeds from this auction (in fact, all of LEAP's fundraising efforts) are spent directly on
our children's education. LEAP raises the money and parent groups decide how to spend it.
We have 150+ items to bid on, so be sure to browse through everything to find gifts for yourself and your loved
ones.
Please visit https://shop.leap4education.org to see the auction.
All bidding closes at 11:59:59 PM on December 16.

