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December 9, 2020 
 
Dear HESD Community, 
 
As we enter the final weeks of 2020, I would like to thank our Hueneme families and staff for 
working together to support HESD students.  We recognize that the remote learning experience 
has been challenging for both our families and staff, but we will continue to pursue our vision of 
Inspiring and Empowering all Students to Thrive Every day.   A few notes and reminders as we 
approach winter break: 
 
Stay at Home Order 
 
COVID-19 cases continue to surge in Ventura County and especially our local area.  The State of 
California’s new regional Stay at Home Order took effect this past Sunday, December 6 at 11:59 
PM in Ventura County and in all counties in Southern California.  Here is what the Stay at Home 
Order means for HESD: 
 

 Schools may continue in-person instruction for small cohorts (groups) of students with 
special needs. 

 Schools that have not yet opened or previously received a waiver must wait until Ventura 
County has returned to the less restrictive red tier on the state’s coronavirus watch list 
for 14 days. 

 
Schools that are providing in-person instruction for small cohorts are carefully following safety 
protocols to protect the health of students and employees. In addition, per California Public 
Health guidance, staff who are on campus are strongly encouraged to get COVID-19 tested every 
two months.   
 
All HESD schools will continue with distance learning when instruction resumes after winter 
break on January 4, 2021.  As has been mentioned in previous communications, when Ventura 
County does return to a less restrictive tier, local zip code data will be reviewed before 
determining a date to open for in-person instruction.  This is the most current COVID-19 case 
and positivity rate by zip code.   
 
Parent Workshop 
  
In partnership with HESD and GradNation 2020/2021, Interface Children and Family Services 
will be presenting the following workshop: 
  

Strategies to Increase and Enhance Your Student’s Engagement 
Wednesday, December 16, 2020 | 6:45PM 

 
Join Zoom Link: https://cdrv-org.zoom.us/j/93315964140 

Meeting ID: 933 1596 4140 
  

https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/12.3.20-Stay-at-Home-Order-ICU-Scenario.pdf
https://5il.co/npns
https://5il.co/npns
https://5il.co/noz0
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Online Safety 
  
HESD uses Bark for Schools, a platform that monitors student activity within school-issued 
Google accounts. Student accounts are regularly scanned for inappropriate content in a variety 
of areas, including bullying, self-harm, profanity, sexual content, and violence. Bark alerts site 
and district administrators when problems are detected so that they can review issues and 
intervene if necessary. 
  
Additionally, we protect students using HESD-issued iPads and Chromebooks from 
inappropriate websites and searches with the iBoss content filter. iBoss blocks access to 
dangerous websites and filters inappropriate results from student searches. iBoss helps HESD 
comply with the Children's Internet Protection Act (CIPA). 
  
HESD is also piloting Chromebook management software that will give teachers the ability to 
monitor student activity on HESD-issued Chromebooks during class.   
  
Video Conferencing Etiquette 
  
Families should encourage students to turn on their cameras for class meetings. In addition to 
encouraging students to connect with the teacher and classmates, this practice allows teachers 
to verify the identity of students in the class and promotes participation and positive behavior. 
  
Families whose students use Zoom for class meetings should ensure that students are using their 
correct name in the Zoom software. Using their correct name allows students to be admitted to 
class promptly and ensures they will be counted as present.  
  
Upcoming Dates 
  
Winter Break - December 21 - January 1 
School Resumes - January 4 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day Holiday - January 18 
End of Quarter 2 (Junior High) - January 29 
 
Wishing you peace and joy this holiday season.   
 
Sincerely,  
 
 

Dr. Christine Walker 
Superintendent 
 
 
 


