
MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL BOARD MEETING 

OF THE 

CLEARFIELD AREA BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS 

September 25, 2017 

 

MEETING HELD The special meeting of the Clearfield Area Board of School Directors was 

held on Monday September 25, 2017 beginning at 6:00 PM in the Clearfield Area Jr./Sr. High 

School library. President Putt convened the meeting and requested that roll call be taken.  

 

ROLL CALL Board Members present included President Putt, Vice President Jackson and 

Directors Morgan, Pataky, Ralston, Mikesell, Spencer and Carr (until 6:44). Excused was 

Director Hughes. Administration present included Superintendent Struble and Messrs: Maney, 

Quick, Brickley, Sayers, Janocko, Bender, Mohney and Prestash. Solicitor Carl D. Beard was 

also present. 

 

MOMENT OF SILENCE AND PLEDGE TO THE FLAG President Putt invited all present to 

participate in opening exercises.  

 

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS The first visitor to address the Board was Shannon Gieser.  

 

Handout with music program numbers. There have been 4 attempts to cut the music program 

over the past 4 years. There are 145 students that would be affected by changes for elementary 

band. 215 students affected by cuts to elementary orchestra and 208 affected by changes to the 

elementary choir. 

 

The second visitor was Deb Simcox. 

 

I would like to point out the cuts that have been made at the elementary school. Handout with 

numbers for percentage reductions. The hand out shows the minutes of weekly instructions 

comparing the two years. 

 

The third visitor to address the Board was Abby Simcox. 

 

The music program should be a full experience for all grade levels. Students that want to play a 

musical instrument is a wonderful thing. Do you know how many students would give up their 

recess to play in the band orchestra or sing in the choir? I know that there would be many. We 

are very disappointed as a class that had those opportunities that the future children may not have 

those. 

 

The next visitor was Jennifer  Campalong. 

 

I think the question is obvious. We would like to know why the music program was cut the way 

that it was. I think to see how this is playing out is very disappointing. In a private email you had 

sent me over the summer you had given misleading information saying that this would be a good 

change. You are looking at trying to capture kids when they are young and I don’t think once 

every two weeks would do the program justice. I think in a large population of student iep’s you 



are making a mistake taking something that would help their educational journey. People come 

to the meetings and they make their opinions known but we are not heard. Nothing is taken into 

consideration. You are really disappointing the parents of these elementary students If things 

keep going the way they are going I think we are going to lose the families that should stay in 

this community. You are losing parents trust. I would be the first to support our children and 

their self-esteem and their academics. 

 

The next visitor to address the Board was Will McConnell. 

 

My children are already in the high school band. I am looking at the future and there will not be 

a high school band if we continue down this road. Once every two weeks is not enough for these 

kids. Music keeps these kids off the street. I believe they will all be gone if these changes come. 

The opportunities will be lost if they are not doing these things at the elementary school. You 

will have more problems without the arts involved in school. 

 

The next visitor was Adam Simcox. 

 

We didn’t find out any of this until after the school year had already started. Mr. Quick and Mr. 

Struble have daughters that are now at the jr./sr. high school. 

 

Judith Bungo was the next visitor to address the Board. 

 

I cannot say that I was a product of the Clearfield elementary school program because I went to 

St. Francis. However, I was involved in middle school band and the high school band. I am very 

proud of our music program here and an administration that kills off the music. 

 

Tami Cline was the next visitor to address the Board. 

 

I have two children in band. One at the elementary school and one at the jr. sr. high. When I was 

going into elementary school my dad killed my mother and then himself. So when I went into 2nd 

grade I was at a new school in a new house but I had the opportunity to join music which 

changed my life. I am thinking back to this time and if I was only given the opportunity once 

every other week to enjoy music, I don’t think I would want to continue. In response to the gant 

article Mr. Struble failed to mention the reduction in music opportunities. He says that there will 

be more opportunities for the 5th and 6th grade students but fails to mention it is a 43% decrease 

in last year. I am extremely proud of my daughter for starting clarinet in 4th grade. 

 

Sue Stewart was our next visitor. 

 

I have a grand daughter that just got back from Disney and music has changed her life. I would 

like to respond to Mr. Struble’s article in the gant. Some of the comments that he made are 

completely untrue. WE now have 255 more students in the music programs than we did years 

ago. How do we expect the two music teachers to cover everything that we would like to offer. I 

think that if we would add another music teacher to the elementary school that would greatly 

help.  

 



Shawna Rothrock was the next visitor to address the Board. 

 

I am an alumni of our band program and I was a volunteer here with the programs. It is a long 

process to just get ready for a lesson. But there will be slip back with the amount of time that will 

be between lessons. Getting the children involved in elementary school and keeping them excited 

is the best thing that we could possibly do. 

 

Mr. Putt addressed the visitors that a committee would be put together to look over the music 

program together and see what we can do as administration and community. 

 

REPORTS  

 

Mr. Janocko:  

We had WTAJ here to talk to helping hands for the their adopt a classroom project. We had a 

wonderful tales on the turf program, it’s as beneficial for the high school kids as it is the 

elementary children. 

Mrs. Prestash: 

N/A 

 

Mrs. Sayers: 

Tales on the turf was wonderful. The children were involved and excited. It was a great 

experience. We are hoping to do one on the baseball fields as well. 

 

Mr. Brickley:  

N/A 

 

Mr. Mohney:   

N/A 

 

Mr. Bender: 

N/A 

 

Mr. Kavelak:  

Everything is going very smooth. Changed how we are doing breakfast and lunch at the 

elementary school and it has been very successful. 

 

Mr. Quick: 

Tales on the turf was great. The elementary staff was wonderful in the planning. The secondary 

students were outstanding. They jumped in with families. They were role models. Very creative. 

The café staff was wonderful and very accommodating. The buildings and grounds crew was 

awesome. The athletic director helped in every way possible. We have a dated governance team 

that meets about PIMS that we have to do for the state. The better we do uploading the 

information the better we can use the information to help the school itself. We have a ton of 

people that put work in, and the people do a great job. We have been noted as a great team that 

does very well. 



Mr. Maney: 

At the last board meeting we had a gentlemen come and question our contract with the current 

photographer for sports photographs. Everyone that I reached out had positive comments about 

the current photographer. Mrs. Klepfer was very happy with the relationship that we have with 

Happy Events photography. I reached out to Carl about the contract and they have reviewed it 

and given their input. We can put in writing that we have exclusivity with Jen Graham from 

Happy Events just to keep the contract more exclusive. 

 

Mr. Struble: 

The middle school project has picked up pace and is moving forward at a much greater rate than 

we were seeing. We are getting the appraisals in for the other properties. 

 

Mr. Pataky motioned to approve the August 2017 Board minutes. Mr. Morgan seconded the 

motion. All were in favor, the motion carried 7-0. 

 

 

Mr. Quick read the Education and Personnel Committee Report. 

 

1.0 EDUCATION 

 

2.0 PERSONNEL  

Note: All personnel items are effective September 26, 2017 unless otherwise noted. 

2.1 APPOINTMENTS 

 

A. New Hires/Transfer/ Volunteers  

 

1. Karen Ward- Mentor 

2. Megan Pallo, substitute bus ramp supervisor at the Clearfield Area Elementary School. 

3. Beth Coudriet, Food Service Technician straight shift at Clearfield Area Elementary, up 

to 4 hours per day, up to 180 days per year, effective September 8, 2017. 

4. Violet Shugerts, Cafeteria Substitute effective September 1, 2017. 

5. Garrett Spence, Secondary Special Education Teacher at the Clearfield Area Jr./Sr. High 

School, Step 1, effective August 23, 2017. 

6. Mr. Scott Wink, bus driver for the 2017-2018 school year. 

7. Nicole Funk, volunteer girls’ soccer coach effective 9/12/17. 

8. Pamela Winters, full-time PCA at Clearfield Area Elementary School, up to 6.25 hours, 

up to 180 days, effective September 28, 2017. 

9. Valeria Schall, Specialized Health Assistant at Clearfield Area Elementary School, up to 

5.5 hours per day, up to 180 days per year, effective September 19, 2017. 

10. Bethany Hoover, Homebound Instructor. 

11. Susan Duttry, part-time Classroom Assistant at Clearfield Area Elementary School, up to 

4.5 hours per day, up to 180 days per year, effective October 2, 2017. 

12. Mr. Franklin Boruch, bus driver for the 2017-2018 school year. 

13. Sara Stuart, Long Term Substitute, Step 1, Benefits applicable, Grade 3 Teacher at 

Clearfield Area Elementary School, effective January 17, 2018 PM through the end of the 

2017-2018 school year. 



14. Loretta Fontenoy, seniority transfer from PCA at Clearfield Area Elementary 

School, up to 6.25 hours per day, up to 180 days per year to Classroom Assistant/PCA at 

Clearfield Area Junior/Senior High School, up to 6.75 hours per day, up to 180 days per 

year, effective September 20, 2017. 

 

B. Leaves 

 

1. 1617001, Special Education Teacher at Clearfield Area Elementary School, is requesting 

a leave of absence for maternity purposes using her remaining sick and personal days effective 

January 22, 2018 through February 16, 2018 AM.  She is then requesting an unpaid leave of 

absence effective February 16, 2018 PM through June 4, 2018 or the last day of school. 

 

2. 1718001, Grade 3 Teacher at Clearfield Area Elementary School, is requesting an unpaid 

leave of absence for medical reasons from January 17, 2018 PM through June 4, 2018 or the last 

day of school. 

 

C. Position Changes/Creations 

 

1. Create a full-time Classroom Assistant/PCA position at Clearfield Area Junior-Senior 

High School, up to 6.75 hours per day, up to 180 days per year. 

 

D. Resignations 

1. Leah Thompson, part-time Specialized Health Assistant at Clearfield Area Elementary 

School, effective August 29, 2017. 

2. Kathryn Hale, full-time Classroom Assistant/PCA at the Clearfield Area Jr./Sr. High 

School, effective October 2, 2017. She would like to continue to be a substitute nurse for the 

District. 

 

Administrative Recommendation:  Approval. 

Committee Recommendation: Approval. 

 

Committee Recessed at: 6:47 

 

Mr. Morgan motioned to approve the Education and Personnel Committee Report, Mr. Pataky 

seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken. All Directors were in favor and the motion 

carried 7-0. 

 

Mr. Struble read the Buildings, Finance and Activities Committee Report 

 

 

1.0 FACILITY USE 

 

1. Teresa Brownlee is requesting to hold the fall craft show at the Clearfield Area Jr./Sr. 

High School on October 21st. 
 

Administrative Recommendation:  Approval. 

Committee Recommendation: Approval. 



 

 

2.0 FIELD TRIP REQUESTS 

 

1. Mr. Jon Mikesell is requesting to take the Extended Services Students to Kinzua 

Bridge State Park. The approximate cost of the trip would be $20 for gas mileage per 

van, as well as bagged lunches for the students. Attachment F-1. 

2. Jackie Carr is requesting to take 9 students to the Blair County Convention Center for 

the Fall Leadership Conference on October 2nd. Attachment F-2. 

3. Jackie Carr is requesting to take 32 students to Benezette to the elk visitor center for 

wildlife class, envirothon team and wildlife workshop. Attachment F-3. 

4. Mr. Tubbs is requesting to take all the 9th grade students to downtown Clearfield on 

October 20th. Attachment F-4. 

5. The kindergarten teachers are requesting to take the K- classes to Farmer’s Inn on 

May 24th and 25th 2018. Attachment F-5. 

6. Mr. Tubbs is requesting to take 18 students to Lock Haven University for a 

government outreach opportunity. Attachment F-6. 

 Administrative Recommendation:  Approval. 

 Committee Recommendation: Approval. 

 

 

3.0 BOOSTER GROUP APPROVALS AS PER POLICY 915 

 

1. Clearfield Area Elementary PTO 

2. Lady Bison Volleyball 

 

Administrative Recommendation:  Approval. 

Committee Recommendation: 

 

4.0 PHYSICAL THERAPY CONTRACT 

1. Approval of the physical therapy contract with Drayer. Attachement C-1. 

 

Administrative Recommendation:  Approval. 

Committee Recommendation: Approval. 

5.0 PROPERTY 

1. Grant permission to school administration to file an Assessment Appeal for the River 

Road Property. 

Administrative Recommendation:  Approval. 

Committee Recommendation: Approval. 

Committee Recessed at: 6:49 

 



Mrs. Jackson motioned to approve the Buildings, Finance and Activities Committee. Mrs. 

Ralston seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken. All Directors were in favor and the 

motion carried 7-0. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

1. Student Representatives 

a. Senior- 1 Term- Jakob Sorbera 

b. Junior- 2 Terms- Katlyne Fye 

 

Mr. Morgan motioned to approve New Business item #1. Mrs. Mikesell seconded the motion. A 

roll call vote was taken, all Directors were in favor. The motion carried 7-0. 

 

2. Approval of the Juvenile Probation/ Safety Office Agreement with Clearfield 

County for 2017-2018 pending Clearfield County Commissioners approval. 

(Pending Receipt of the agreement)  

 

Mrs. Ralston motioned to approve New Business item #2. Mrs. Mikesell seconded the motion. A 

roll call vote was taken, all Directors were in favor. The motion carried 7-0. 

 

3. Approval of the law firm of Weiss, Burkhardt, & Kramer of Pittsburgh, PA as special 

counsel at an hourly rate of $165.00 per hour. 

 

Mrs. Ralston motioned to approve New Business item #3. Mr. Pataky seconded the motion. A 

roll call vote was taken, all Directors were in favor. The motion carried 7-0. 

 

FINANCIAL REPORTS Moved by Mrs. Jackson and seconded by Mrs. Mikesell that all 

financial reports be accepted and filed for audit and that the bills be approved for payment 

subject to fund availability. The motion was unanimously approved 7-0. 

 

ADJOURNMENT The Regular meeting adjourned at 6:53, Mrs. Mikesell motioned for 

adjournment, Mr. Pataky seconded it.   

 

__________________________  ____________________________________ 

Date      Signature 
 

 


