
 
January 19, 2016     7:01-9:33 p.m.      Regular Board Meeting        Junior High Shared   Common Area 

 
  
--The regular School Board meeting was called to order by Chair Debbie Lester.  Trustees 
Kayla Johnson, Evan Jordan, Trisha Piedalue, Jami Romney-FitzGerald & Teresa Teagle; 
Supt. Randy Cline; Principals Riley Devins, Aaron Griffith, Jake Haynes,  and Mark McMurray 
(arrived at 7:16); and Deputy Clerk-Susie Johnston were also present. 

I.  Call to Order 
 
 
 
 

--Meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

II.  Pledge of  
Allegiance 

 
--Recognition was given to the following: (1) Thank-you to both MRL and the Dennis & Phyllis 
Washington Foundation for the donation of Bronc hooded sweatshirts to all students and staff 
at K-6. Jim Lewis accepted the award and talked about his excitement to be involved with this 
program and other programs with our school and other schools in Montana.  Carol Flint, Amy 
Griffin, and Arron Griffin talked about what an amazing gift it was and how students have 
already gotten great use out of the sweatshirts. Mr. Griffin also thanked Carol, Amy, and 
Tammy for all of their help with this project. (2) Congratulations to Abbey Teagle and Jake 
Baker.  Abbey was in attendance to accept the award. They were selected to play in the 17th 
annual Shodair Soccer Classic in Helena this summer. Both will have the opportunity to play 
with the top soccer athletes from Montana.  Abbey is the first young lady to achieve this 
accomplishment from Frenchtown, while Jake is the second young man following in his 
brother’s footsteps.; (3) Congratulations to Kaydence Porteous, in Mrs. Everett's room. She is 
representing Frenchtown and Montana in Washington D.C. The National Association of 
Elementary and Middle School Principals (NAEMSP), headquartered in Washington D.C., 
requested one piece of student art work to be placed in their office from each state.  
Kaydence’s described her artwork of a nutcracker that was selected. (4)Coach Jeff Westrom 
accepted the award on behalf of the 8

th
 Grade Boys’ Basketball Team.  The boys’ were the 

Copper League Champions and finished the season undefeated.; (5) Congratulations to the 
Girls Cross Country team.  They won the Class A Montana Army National Guard Academic All 
Team Award for the Fall season. There average GPA was 3.862.; (6) Congratulations to the 
following Frenchtown Intermediate and Junior high School Students that auditioned and were 
selected into the Five Valley Honor Band:Flute-Lydia West Chair (Grade 8), Hallie 
Habeck(8

th
), Emily Mikesell (7

th
), Clarinet-Mercedes Cruz Chair(6

th
), Trumpet- David Toavs 

Chair (7
th
), Juston West (6

th
), Percussion-Mary Brown Chair (8

th
), Cecelia Parker (6

th
), & 

Carlie Habeck (6
th
). 

 
--None 
 
  
--PTSA-none 
 
--Cody Warner and Dawson Jones discussed an exchange day with Sentinel Student Council 
to see how the other school and student council operate.  In addition they talked about a prep 
rally, senior reorganization, the new hand dryers in the girls’ bathroom, and prom. 
 
--Principal Devins presented information on the Smarter Balance Assessment. The entire third 
and sixth grades classes, as well as most of the eleventh grade and part of the 4

th
 grade took 

the assessments.  Smarter balance had some platform issues that are being worked out.  
Other testing includes MAPS and Dibels.  MAPS is a good asset for teachers to use. Looking 
at cutting back on the Dibels testing.  Chrome Books have elevated some testing anxiety and 
timing issues.  With Chrome Books, the students can take the testing at their desk in their 
classroom. ACT is becoming a standardize testing used in high schools and is free for juniors 
to take.   
 
--The cleanup and restoration is an ongoing process.  At the time of the meeting, Day Spring 
is still working at the school on a smaller scale. The wallpaper is up in the High School 
Commons and the baseboards have been replaced. There has been asbestos abatement in 
regards to the restroom and kitchen tile.  It was very helpful to have an up to date and 
extensive asbestos document kept by Brian Roberts. The school has received $100,000 from 
Payne West.  The next $150,000 insurance payment comes from the MSGIA pool.  We are 

III. Board Recognition- 
     Presentation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IV. Public Comment 
     Period 
 
V.  Individuals & 
     Delegations to  
     Address the Board 

A. PTSA 
B. Student Council 

 
 
VI. Staff Presentation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VII. Business 
   A. Old 
     1.Discussion/Info:    
        Flood Damage &  
         Repair Update 
 



 
currently working with Travels insurance and their representative Gallagher & Bassett for the 
additional insurance.  Our goal is to get the school back to its pre-loss condition. In addition, 
we are submitting for loss of employee wages, loss of concessions & ticket sales, and 
equipment losses.  An ad has run in the Missoulian for bids for the high school gym floor.  The 
junior high gym floor has a bandage on it and will be reevaluate this summer for the extent of 
the damage.  The school has a year to submit claims for the damages.  The loss of technology 
was less than would be expected due to most of the computer being on tables or desk and up 
off the floor.  Due to the flood we lost ticket sales and concessions for three girls’ basketball 
games, two boys’ basketball games and one wrestling meet.  There is a new activity schedule 
with most home events being played in the junior high gym. There are ongoing issues that are 
being watched and monitor including tile popping up and the issues with the junior high gym. 
An outside independent firm examined the current piping, bolts, etc. Fourteen card and gift 
cards were distributed to employees that went above and beyond during this time. Board  
Chair Debbie Lester thanked Randy and the Administrators for all of their dedication and hard 
work during this trying time.  Trustee Evan Jordan commented on how the place went from 
terrible to spic and span in a short amount of time.    Public Comment- Steve Martin read a 
prepared statement requesting a consideration for loss wages to be paid to the hourly 
employees at the junior high and high school that were not able to work the week prior to 
winter break. Three classified hourly employees were in attendance. It was discussed that 
employees had the option to take paid vacation during those days, there was some  
opportunity to sign up for fire watch shifts, and the District is waiting for a determination from 
the insurance company to see if loss of wages are reimbursable to employees under our 
insurance coverage.  A follow up meeting with the labor relations committee. 
 
--The Budget Amendment Proclamation is to adopt a budget amendment in the general fund 
in the amount of $17,689.35 under the provisions of MCA 20-90-161(1) for the fiscal year 
2015-2016 due to increased enrollment. Teagle made a motion to adopt the Budget 
Amendment Proclamation for $17,689.35.  Evan Jordan seconded the motion. Public 
Comment-none Board Comment-none. Unanimous. The Special Board meeting will be set for 
January 28

th
 for the final step of the Budget Amendment Resolution. 

 
--Discussed the Boards Work Sessions. Board members should decide if they want to hold 
monthly work sessions or on an as needed basis.  Board decided to try and coordinate the 
different committees’ schedule meetings with the work sessions.  Will look to meet on the first 
and third Tuesday of the month. 
 
--FTSD #40 will not have to make up the day school that was cancelled on Monday, 
December 14, 2015, if the Board approves the closure that day for unforeseen emergency.  
Flooding of the high school and Junior High would be considered an unforeseen emergency. 
With Board approval every school district in Montana can use one day for emergency school 

closures.  A declaration of a school closure due to unforeseen emergency for December 14, 

will reduce the aggregate hours of instructional time missed from December 14-18, 2015 in 
grades K-6 to five (5) and the aggregate hours missed in grades 7-12 to twenty-six (26). The 
required minimum number of aggregate instruction hours is 720 hours in grades K-3 and 
1,080 in grades 4-12.  Even with the deduction in hours listed above from its total, FTSD #40 
will still be above the required minimum of aggregate hours in grades K-12.  For example, 
FHS reported 1,119 hrs. of instruction time for the 2015-2016 school year on the Annual Data 
Collection (ADC). So subtract 26 hrs. and they still have 1,093 hrs. which is still 13 hrs. above 
the minimum of 1,080 hrs. This means that FTSD will not have to make-up any days missed 
due to the flooding in the high school and junior high.  However, for the remainder of the 
school year, if for some reason school is closed on a scheduled school day, that day would 
have to be made up, (MCA 20-9-806).  Frenchtown District does more hours than required for 
the betterment of the students. Teresa Teagle made a motion to declare December 14, as an 
unforeseen emergency day. Trish Piedule seconded the motion. Public Comment-none.  
Board Comment-none. Unanimous. 
 
--Mr. McMurray recommends the approval of the listed 9-12 fall coaches.  HS Head Football 
Coach Rich Ferris & Assistant Football Coaches Dan Moe, Zack Rowan, Ryne Nelson & 
Blake Cohlhepp.  HS Head Cross Country Coach Dennis Normand & Assistant Jess Gyapay.  
HS Head Boys’ Soccer Coach Kirk Gammill.  HS Head Girls’ Soccer Coach Phil Baker and HS 
Head Golf Coach Tim Ockler.  Trustee Teagle made a motion to approve the fall coaches as 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        
       2.Review /Action     
        Adopt FY-Budget         
        Amendment Pro-  
        clamtion  
 
 
     
        3. Discussion/Info         
         Work Sessions 
         Sessions 
 
    
B. New 
      1. Review/Action     
       School Closure 
       Due to Unseen 
       Emergency 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      2. Review/Action 
        Approval of Fall 
        Coaches 2016 
         
 



 
listed. Trustee Romney-Fitzgerald seconded the motion.  Public Comment-Inquiring about 
volleyball coaches.  There is no recommendation for volleyball coaches at this time. Board 
Comment-none. Unanimous. 
 
--With the resignation of the current District Clerk, Superintendent Cline recommends the 
Board appointing Susanne Johnston as the District Clerk for the remainder of the fiscal year. 
In May, during the Board reorganization, statute requires the board to appoint a clerk for the 
following fiscal year. Teresa Teagle made a motion to appoint Susanne Johnston as the 
District Clerk for the remainder of the fiscal year.  Jamie Romney-Fitzgerald seconded the 
motion. Public Comment-none Board Comment-none. Unanimous. 
 
-- Recommended hiring the following:  Route Bus Driver– Joe Heuchert, Substitute Classified- 
Michael Albans (para). Student workers- Molly White and Brooke Yarnell. Motion by Jami 
Romney-Fitzgerald, seconded by Evan Jordan, to approve the hire of employees as 
recommended. Board Comment-None. Public Comment-None. Unanimous. 
 
--Dayspring Restoration – Board approved up to $300,000 expenditure at a SBM on 12/23/15.  
Invoice dated 1/16/16 is for $363,032.60 and there will be additional charges beyond the latest 
invoice.  I recommend the board approve an additional $130,000.00 authorization.  This would 
make a total approved authorization to expend up to $430,000.00.Quotation from MSEC for 
new FHS lower bleachers - $79,230.00.Quotation from Electro Controls to update existing 
staefa HVAC controls system. - $19,356.00.  Informational only- Requisition for Johnson 
controls (repairs from flood damage) - $10,313.88. Requisition for BorderLAN Security (Anti-
virus licenses for computers) - $11,350.00.  Jami Romney-Fitzgerald made a motion to 
approve the purchases as listed-Dayspring Restoration at $430,000, MSEC $79,230, and 
Electro-Controls $19,356.00. Evan Jordan seconded the motion. Board Comment-Discussion 
about the amount being authorized to Daysprings. Public Comment-none.  Five approved the 
motion- Kayla Johnson, Evan Jordan, Debbie Lester, Trisha Piedalue, & Jami Romney-
FitzGerald. One Opposed Teresa Teagle.  Motion carries. 
 
--MSPLIP is offering the district a three year rate lock for the FTSD property and liability 
program. The rate in 2012-2013 was $82,646.  The rate in 2013-2014 is $62,363.  It was a 
$20,283 difference (decrease) from the rate the district had for several years. The current rate 
for 2015-2016 is $71, 883. MSGIA, which is the only other company offering school’s property 
and liability insurance in Montana, is not going to be able match MSPLIP’s rate for the next 
three years (before or after the flood).  The MSGIA quote in 2013-2014 was for $89,556.  
Trustee Jordan moved to approve a three year contract for property and liability insurance with 
MSPLIP. Trustee Romney-Fitzgerald seconded the motion.  Public Comment-None.  Board 
Comment-None. Unanimous. 
 
--Resolution to Dispose of Obsolete Equipment.  Jami Romney-Fitzgerald made a motion to 
approve the dispose of the obsolete equipment as listed.  Evan Jordan seconded the motion.  
Public Comment-non. Board Comment-none.  Unanimous. 
 
 --Superintendent’s Contract. Mr. Cline is currently in his first year of a three year contract. 
Evan Jordan made a motion to extend the contract for an additional year, so Superintendent 
Cline has three years remaining on his contract.  The motion was seconded by Jami Romney-
Fitzgerald. Public Comment-none. Board Comment-none.  Unanimous. 
 
BREAK 
 
--No Policy- Comment Athletic Director and Principal Mr. McMurray did a nice job on the extra- 
curricular handbook. 
 
--District Strategic Planning-Principals are working on a written update of the goals of their 
buildings. 
 
 
--Resignations-Jackie Harris, Permanent Substitute Bus Driver effective January 22, 2016. 
Warrants in the amount $314,476.19. Trustee Teagle moved to approve the Superintendent’s 
Agenda.  Trustee Piedalue seconded the motion. Board Discussion-Question about Montana 

 
 
 
 
       3. Review/Action 
        Appointment of  
        District Clerk 
 
 
 
 
       4. Review/Action 
        Hiring Staff 
 
 
 
       5. Review/Action 
        Purchases 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        6. Review/Action   
        MT Schools  
        Property&Liability 
        Insurance 3 yr. 
        Commitment  
        Offer    
 
 
 
 
        7. Review/Action 
        Disposal of 
        Obsolete Equip.  
 
        8. Review/Action 
        Superintendent’s 
        Contract  
 
 
   
 
VIII. Policy Review 
 
 
IX. Update on District 
Goals for 2015-2016 
 
 
X. Superintendent’s 
Agenda 
    A. Approval of  



 
Shakespeare in the Parks that was cancelled because of the flood. Public Comment-none. 
Unanimous. 
 
 
 
 
--Financial Reports: The Intercap loan application will be submitted in February. Teresa 
Teagle moved to approve the financial reports. Trish Piedalue seconded the motion.  Board 
Comment –none.  Public Comment-none. Unanimous 
 
--Administrative Reports: Principal Haynes stated how fantastic the staff was with handling the 
flood and the being flexible. Senior Michael Sewell was accepted to West Point. Mr. McMurray 
and Mr. Cline attended the High School Athletic Association meeting in Billings.  Mark talked 
about possible changes coming up. Also discussion about the low end of the season numbers 
in Speech and Drama. It would cost about $10,000 in materials to start a debate team.  
Principal Devins talked about the fifth grade building graham cracker towers.  The students 
learned about structures and history of structures. Discussion of how wonderful after winter 
break concerts were.  Due to a delay in the road changes, the soccer will not need to move 
the soccer field this summer. Enrollment count date is February 1

st
.  The end of the semester 

is January twenty-second. 

    Minutes 
    B. Approval of  
    Warrants 
    C. Ratify Letters  
    Of Resignation   
     
XI. Reports 
   A. Financial Report 
 
   
    B. Administrative 
      1) K-4 
      2) 5-6 
      3) 7-8  
      4) 9-12 
      5) Technology 
      6) Maintenance 
      7) Activities/      
          Athletic Director  
      8) Transportation  
      9) Safety 
     10) Superintendent 
     11) Administrative 
            Assistant  
                           

--Trustee Johnson talked about things discussed including meals, busing, hotels and the 
booster club contributions during regular and post season activities. The FEA and the FCA 
attended labor relation committee meetings.  FEA had one or two things to talk about.  
Everything else was going well.  The FCA has three things on their list to talk about. There will 
be a safety meeting in February.  IT committee also has an upcoming meeting. 

XII. Committee  
       Reports 
 

 
--None 
 

XIII. Correspondence 
 

  
  
--Recognition recommendations: Send to Supt. Randy Cline prior to the next regular board 
meeting. 

XIV.Board  
Recognition-     
Recommendation 

 
Adjourned at 9:33 p.m.   XV. Adjournment 

 
Approved February 16, 2016                        Respectfully submitted, 
 
/s/ Debbie Lester                                              /s/Susanne J. Johnston   
Debbie Lester   Susanne J. Johnston 
Chair, Board of Trustees  District Clerk 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  
  
  
  
  
  
 


