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WHO TO CALL 
FOR HELP:

CHI Clinic 
402-582-3434COVID-19 Symptoms:
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SAFE PRACTICES 

Wash hands regularly 

and thoroughly 
 
Keep a safe social  
distance or quarantine 
 
Cover your cough or 
sneeze 
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West Holt Medical Services 
402-925-2811 

Greater Sandhills 
Family Healthcare 

402-925-2994, 
402-924-3777 or 402-684-2285(As of 12/7/20)

HOLT COUNTY 

CASES 618 
RECOVERIES 251 

DEATHS 10

Nebraska’s Directed Health Meas-
ures (DHM) have been changed as of 
December 3, 2020. 

This includes the nine counties in 
the North Central District Health De-
partment: Antelope, Boyd, Brown, 
Cherry, Holt, Keya Paha, Knox, 
Pierce, and Rock Counties. 

These DHM requirements are 
based on the 20% to 24% hospital ca-
pacity which is currently being used 
for COVID-19 patients.  

Key changes for North Central Dis-
trict Health Department Region: 

• Businesses and schools will be re-
sponsible for obtaining negative lab 
results for students and employees if 
this option is being utilized.  

• NCDHD will not provide any 
negative lab results to patients, 
schools or employers. Individuals 
should contact where they were tested 
to obtain a copy of this information. 
If they are tested by NCDHD using 
TestNebraska, employees should pro-

vide you a copy of the email they re-
ceived with their results. With any 
difficulties on obtaining this email, 
please contact Test Nebraska at 402-
207-9377.  

• The State of Nebraska will allow 
these changes to apply retroactively to 
people currently in quarantine.  

• NCDHD will not update quaran-
tine and isolation letters for schools 
and/or businesses.  

Quarantine Duration Changes:  
• Quarantine may discontinue with-

out testing under the following condi-
tions: at least 10 days have passed 
since the quarantined individuals last 
Close Contact (see definition below) 
exposure AND 

• has had no symptom development 
AND 

• continues to self-monitor daily for 
symptom development through day 
14 since last Close Contact (see defi-
nition below) exposure AND 

Continued on Page 2

Directed Health Measures 
changed as of December 3

By Lorraine Lieswald, 
Atkinson Graphic reporter 

 
This past summer when Matt 

Poessnecker came to the Atkinson 
Good Samaritan Center to visit his 
dad, Gene he should have brought 
along an umbrella.   

Matt lives in Hampton, and driving 
up to visit his wheelchair bound dad 
for the half hour allotted to families 
visiting their loved one be-
cause of the Corona virus 
is a one day trip for him. 
Matt has his own irrigation 
system company which 
prohibits weekly visits so 
the half hour talking with 
his dad is precious time 
spent. 

The day of the visit he 
stood outside his Dad's 
room window anticipating 
the 30 minutes the two 
would be able to corre-
spond face to face through 
the glass. Twelve minutes 
into the visit the lawn 
sprinklers came on and the 
visit was over. 

With nothing else to do 
but crawl back into his 
pick-up and head home, 
the younger Poessnecker 
thought to himself, “There has got to 
be a better way for family members to 
visit their loved ones while this pan-
demic is ruling their lives”. 

The memory of his short visit with 
his dad and that “rain” shower kept 
hounding him and popping up in his 
mind. 

“Then I saw a deal on Facebook 
where a family could visit nursing 
homes without a threat of spreading 

the virus, and it motivated me,” he 
said. 

Poessnecker comes from a creative 
and inventive family where if some-
thing is needed they will find a way to 
make it.  

After sketching out a blueprint 
mentally, Poessnecker began con-
structing a portable visiting booth 
which would allow visitors to visit 
their loved ones inside the facility 

while sitting in the booth. The 
portable visiting booth would be 
made with casters to roll the booth to 
the allotted destination for safe visits 
without the threat of transferring the 
virus from visitor to resident. The 
frame, made of 2x4's would be a three 
sided, roofless structure made with 
plywood side panels. The front panel 
would be plywood with a large win-
dow frame holding a Plexiglas win-

dow.   
On Thanksgiving Day, with the 

help of his three kids, Gracie, Ryker 
and Kaetlyn he began assembling his 
self-designed portable visiting booth. 
Two hours later the booth was fin-
ished, he thought.  

His kids thought differently. The 
booth needed a hook to hang a coat 
and a shelf for keeping car keys safe 
and it needed to look cheerful, they 

told their dad. 
Grandpa needed to 

know they cared and since 
visiting him personally 
was not an option they 
suggested the next best 
thing was to mark the 
portable visiting booth 
with their hand prints on 
the booth's white painted 
background. Being a good 
dad, Poessnecker agreed to 
all their suggestions. A 
shelf was installed for the 
keys, a hook for a coat was 
attached to a beam and for 
two and a half hours his 
kids dipped their hands in 
different colors of paint for 
a rainbow of color hand 
print decoration. 

Sunday afternoon, No-
vember 29, Matt and his 

brother Cliff, who had driven up from 
Lincoln to help with loading and un-
loading, brought the portable visiting 
booth to the Atkinson Good Samari-
tan Center where it will be used after 
the COVID-19 lock-down at the Cen-
ter is lifted. 

Poessnecker's uncle Larry Ogden 
said his nephew has been asked to 
make two more portable visiting 
booths for other facilities. 

Cliff Poessnecker and Matt Poessnecker, sons of Gene Poessnecker with the visiting booth that Matt built with 
the help of his children. Photo by Lorraine Lieswald

A cozy way to visit built

West Holt football players named to the D1-7 All District (A-D) and Honorable Mention (HM) team were Cash Gard-
ner (HM), Caid McCart (A-D), Jaxson Cadwallader (A-D), Grady Smith (HM), Jakeem Brown (A-D), Rumen 
Rentschler (A-D, and Isaac Pistulka (HM). Courtesy Photo 

Named to All-District . . .

There will be no Atkinson Ameri-
can Legion meeting on Thursday, De-
cember 10 due to COVID-19 
restrictions. 

Legion meeting 
cancelled

Chamber to meet 
The Atkinson Area Chamber of 

Commerce will be meeting on Thurs-
day, December 10 at 12:00 Noon at 
the Atkinson City Office. 

KBRX will be hosting with First 
Stop providing the lunch.

There will be two Red Cross blood 
drives in Atkinson during the month 
of December. 

The first will be held on Monday, 
December 21 from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m. at the Atkinson KC Hall. 

For an appointment contact Madi-
son at 402-340-8702. 

DECEMBER 30 DRIVE 
A second blood drive will be held 

on Wednesday, December 30 from 
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. also at the KC 
Hall in Atkinson.  

At this drive, by helping hospital 
patients, donors can also help West 
Holt student Taylor Schaaf with a 
chance to earn a scholarship through 
the American Red Cross Leaders 
Save Lives program.  

To make an appointment or to learn 
more, download the American Red 
Cross Blood Donor App, visit Red-
CrossBlood.org, or call 1-800-RED 
CROSS (1-800-733-2767). 

Blood drives to 
be in Atkinson

By Director Brenda Larabee 
 
Monday, November 30th five 

teams competed at O’Neill St. Mary’s 
for the D2-3 district play production 
competition.  

Taking the stage as the last com-
petitors, the Stuart cast and crew pre-
sented their best performance of 
“Murder Box.”   

This mystery was fast-paced and 
gripping allowing the actors and ac-
tresses to really build their skills as 
the season progressed.   

Cast members were Emma Alder, 
Grace Alder, Ashlyn Kaup, Katilynn 
Kaup, Cadence Kramer, Cameron 
Sattler, Taya Schmaderer, Abigail 
Tubbs, Trenadi Dodds, Sydney Estill, 
Whitlee Paxton, Chiana Tubbs, Cory 
Gubbels, Savannah Kramer, Lacey 
Paxton, and William Paxton. 

Alyssa King served as student di-
rector this season and many of her 
suggestions created picturesque and 
realistic moments onstage. She was 

also responsible for watching the time 
to make sure we weren’t going to ex-
ceed the time limit.   

Austin Nachtman, Jason Fahren-
holz, and Grant Kaup were in superb 
control of the sound effects and light-
ing that was needed to bring the show 
to life. With everything from thunder-
storms to electrocutions, they per-
formed an intricate part of the play 
with skill. 

Sarah Wallinger was the costume 
and makeup manager, but during the 
show, she was the photographer cap-
turing moments of the show for the 
publications.   

Lexi Schroder served as the video-
grapher for the performance that 
earned the cast and crew a superior 
rating and second place overall.   

Emma Alder, Grace Alder, Ashlyn 
Kaup, Cameron Sattler, Cory 
Gubbels, and William Paxton were 
awarded outstanding performance 
awards and the technical crew placed 
third. 

Outstanding Performance Awards went to front, Emma Alder, Ashlyn Kaup, 
and Cory Gubbels; back, William Paxton, Grace Alder, and Cameron Sat-
tler. Photo courtesy Stuart Public School

Stuart finishes as runner-up

By Director Janelle Wallinger 
 
On Tuesday, December 1, West 

Holt traveled way out west to Bridge-
port High School for the C1-6 district 
one act contest.  

Schools par-
ticipating were 
Bayard, Bridge-
port, Chase 
County, Gor-
don-Rushville, 
Hershey, Ord, 
Ainsworth, and 
West Holt.  

The West Holt production of “Un-
sound Effects” earned third place and 
a superior rating.  

Gordon-Rushville’s production of 
“A Piece of my Heart” placed first 
while Bridgeport’s production of 
“Ago” was runner-up. 

Several West Holt actors received 
outstanding performance awards for 
their roles in this year’s production.  

While the entire cast and crew did 
an outstanding job, these individuals 
were selected for special recognition: 
Hayden Davies as Hal, Caid McCart 
as Gerald, Kristen Welling as Mrs. 
Nichols, Landyn Mlady as Helen, 
Nate Wallinger as Benny, Isaac Pis-
tulka as Leon, Haley Peek as Lana, 
Jackson Butterfield as Eddie, Made-
line Rentschler as Vinny, Kamry Nep-
tune as Lois, and Sidney Burkinshaw 
as Mavis. 

Husky One Act 
Team places 3rd

On Thursday, December 3, 2020 
North Central District Health Depart-
ment (NCDHD) was made aware of 
143 cases in the district since the last 
reporting on November 30. Cases in 
the various counties were: 29 in An-
telope; 6 in Boyd; 14 in Brown; 12 in 
Cherry; 31 in Holt; 4 in Keya Paha; 
26 in Knox; 16 in Pierce; and 5 in 
Rock.   

NCDHD has been notified of six 
additional COVID-19 related deaths. 
They are one Holt County male in his 
80’s; one Holt County female in her 
80’s; one Knox County female in her 
80’s; one Antelope County female in

COVID-19 case 
update given

Continued on Page 2



By U.S. Senator Deb Fischer 
 
79 years after they lost their lives 

during the attack on Pearl Harbor, two 
young men are coming home. 

A moving article in the December 
7 Omaha World-Herald tells the story 
of Fireman 1st Class Louis Tushla 
and Seaman 2nd Class Charles Alan 
Jones, two Nebraskans who were 
serving on the USS Oklahoma when 
the attack began. Their ship capsized, 
and they and hundreds of other 
crewmembers were trapped below 
decks. All told, 2,403 sailors, marines, 
and civilians gave their lives for their 
country that day. 

Tushla and Jones were among the 
majority of Pearl Harbor casualties 
whose identities couldn’t be deter-
mined during World War II. The re-
mains of those who could be 
identified were sent home to their 
families for funerals, but Jones and 
Tushla were buried in Hawaii, in 
graves that simply read “Unknown.” 

But today, their families have clo-
sure thanks to the Defense POW/MIA 
Accounting Agency, a Department of 
Defense agency that was formed in 
2015 to recover prisoners of war and 
other soldiers who went missing in 
action during past conflicts. The 
DPAA is headquartered in Washing-
ton, DC, but their two main laborato-
ries are at Offutt Air Force Base in 
Sarpy County. The agency also main-
tains a lab at Joint Base Pearl Harbor. 

The DPAA uses technologies that 
weren’t available in 1941 to identify 
our fallen heroes. At the recovery site, 
anthropologists lead excavations that 
can last as long as 60 days and cover 
areas larger than a football field. Ex-
cavators screen the soil inch by inch, 
looking for any remains to bring to 
their labs in Nebraska or Hawaii. 

Back in the lab, another team of 
scientists, including a forensic an-
thropologist and the agency medical 
examiner, analyzes what they’ve 
found. The scientists use several tech-
niques to identify remains, but rely on 
DNA evidence in about three-quarters 
of cases. 

Altogether, more than 30 highly 
trained scientists make the DPAA the 
largest skeletal identification labora-
tory in the world. Their work gives 
closure to families who were previ-
ously unable to give their loved ones 
the proper burial they deserved. 

In 2018, I was proud to author a bi-
partisan amendment that gave the 
DPAA a further $10 million in fund-

ing. It passed Congress later that year. 
Charles Alan Jones’ and Louis 

Tushla’s remains will soon be re-
united with their families thanks to the 
incredible people at the DPAA. 79 
years after the events of Pearl Harbor, 
we should take a moment to be thank-
ful for all they’ve done. 

We should be thankful, too, for Ed 
Guthrie, Nebraska’s last living vet-
eran of Pearl Harbor. He was reading 
a comic book on the deck of the USS 
Whitney when the raid started. He 
was just 23 years old at the time. He 
turned 102 this year. 

According to the Omaha World-
Herald, Guthrie spent the days after 
the attack helping recover bodies 
from the water in the harbor. By mak-
ing sure they made it home for a 
proper burial, Ed brought closure to 
their families, just as the DPAA does 
today. 

As we mark the 79th anniversary of 
the attack on Pearl Harbor, I encour-
age all Nebraskans to reflect on Ne-
braska’s legacy of service – on the 
brave men like Ed who demonstrated 
the best of our nation in her darkest 
hour. We should also remember the 
remarkable work happening right in 
our state to identify American heroes 
so they can be honored properly.  

In a year of loss, crisis, and chaos, 
it’s people and stories like these that 
remind us of who we are and what 
makes our country great.  

COMMUNITY CALENDAR.
Thursday, December 10 

12:00 Noon – Atkinson Area 
Chamber of Commerce Meeting at 
the Atkinson City Offices 

6:00 p.m. - West Holt Junior High 
Girls Basketball versus Summerland 
at Orchard 

Stuart Public Schools Junior High 
Girls’ Basketball at Ainsworth 

Friday, December 11 
Beginning at 4:15 p.m. - Stuart 

Public Schools JV and Varsity 
Girls’ and Boys’ Basketball versus 
Twin Loup at HOME 

Beginning at 4:45 p.m. - West 
Holt JV and Varsity Girls and Boys 
Basketball versus Ainsworth at 
HOME 

Saturday, December 12 
9:00 a.m. - West Holt Wrestlers at 

Gregory 
Beginning at 1:00 - p.m. - Stuart 

Public Schools Junior High, JV, and 
Varsity Girls’ and Boys’ Basketball 
versus Cody-Kilgore at Cody 

Beginning at 2:30 p.m. - West 
Holt JV and Varsity Girls and Boys 
Basketball at Burwell 

Sunday, December 13 
2:00 p.m. - West Holt Public 

Schools 9th through 12th Grades 
Christmas Program 

5:00 p.m. - West Holt Public 
Schools 5th through 7th Grades 
Christmas Program 

Monday, December 14 
6:00 p.m. - West Holt Junior High 

Girls Basketball at Ord 
6:30 p.m. - Stuart Public Schools 

Junior High Girls’ Basketball versus 
North Central at HOME 

7:00 p.m. - West Holt Public 
Schools Board of Education Meet-
ing 

Tuesday, December 15 
9:00 a.m. - Slaughter Cattle; 

10:00 a.m. - Fats; 12:00 Noon - 
Breeding Cattle at the Special 
Breeding Cattle Auction at Atkinson 
Livestock Market 

Beginning at 4:00 p.m. - West 
Holt JV and Varsity Girls and Boys 
Basketball versus CWC at Cham-
bers 

Beginning at 4:30 p.m. - Stuart 
Public Schools JV and Varsity 
Girls’ and Boys’ Basketball versus 
Summerland at Orchard 

West Holt Junior High Wrestlers 
at Gregory 

Thursday, December 17 
4:00 p.m. - West Holt Junior High 

Girls’ Basketball versus Creighton 
at HOME 

6:30 p.m. - West Holt Public 
Schools Elementary Christmas Pro-
gram 

Friday, December 18 
West Holt Public Schools Birth-

day Assembly - Color Wars: 
Red/Green 

Beginning at 4:15 p.m. - Stuart 
Public Schools JV and Varsity 
Girls’ and Boys’ Basketball versus 
Elkhorn Valley at HOME 

Beginning at 6:00 p.m. - West 
Holt JV and Varsity Girls Basketball 
versus Hartington CC at HOME 

Saturday, December 19 
Beginning at 1:45 p.m. - Stuart 

Public Schools JV and Varsity 
Girls’ and Boys’ Basketball versus 
Burke at HOME 

Beginning at 2:00 p.m. - West 
Holt JV and Varsity Girls and Boys 
Basketball with Battle Creek at 
HOME 

Monday, December 21 
NO SCHOOL at West Holt Pub-

lic Schools 
11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. – Red 

Cross Blood Drive at the Atkinson 
KC Hall 

Beginning at 3:30 p.m. - West 

Holt JV and Varsity Girls and Boys 
Basketball versus Valentine at 
HOME 

Tuesday, December 22 
NO SCHOOL at West Holt Pub-

lic Schools 
NO SALE at Atkinson Livestock 

Market 
Wednesday, December 23 

NO SCHOOL at West Holt Pub-
lic Schools 

Holiday Sports Moratorium 
 
 

CHECK TO SEE IF 
REGULAR MEETINGS 

ARE BEING HELD 
Weight Watchers at Corkledings 

Fitness Center is on hold and will re-
sume shortly 

Third Monday of the Month - 
8:00 p.m. - Atkinson Lions Club 
Meeting at Atkinson-Stuart Country 
Club 

Tuesdays - 7:00 p.m. - Alco-
holics Anonymous at the Presbyte-
rian Church in Atkinson 

Second Tuesday of the Month – 
Atkinson American Legion Post #86 
Sons of the Legion and Legion Rid-
ers meeting at the Legion Hall. 

Second Thursday of the Month 
– Atkinson American Legion Post 
#86 Meeting at the Legion Hall. 

Third Thursday of the Month – 
Atkinson American Legion Unit #86 
Legion Auxiliary meeting at the Le-
gion Hall 

Fourth Monday of the Month - 
6:00 p.m. - Atkinson Antiquers 
meeting. Location changes monthly. 

 
Atkinson Public Library Hours 

Monday – 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Tuesday – 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
Wednesday – 12:00 to 6:00 p.m. 
Thursday – 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Friday – 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Saturday – 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
 

Atkinson 
Community Thrift Shop Hours 

Wednesday 
12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Friday 
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

Saturday 
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

 
 

Send Your 
Community Calendar 

Items to: 
news@atkinsongraphic.com 

or call them to: 
402-925-5411 

 
 

A digital version of  
The Atkinson Graphic is 

available online by  
clicking on the link 

“Search  
The Graphic Online”  

on our website: 
www.atkinsongraphic.com

Community2 The Atkinson Graphic 
Thursday, December 10, 2020

Contact 
Lorraine at: 
402-925-2760

Gleanings
Graphic

Grasslands Oil Co.
Tank Wagon, Transport Loads 

or Contract Fuel
Mobil Delvac Oil • Mobil Grease

Sunco 110 Racing Fuel
P.O. Box 787 • Atkinson NE

402-925-5637,
402-340-6597 or 402-340-0416

State Patrol
News from the
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GET A GRIP ON YOUR RETIREMENT!
Move to a Catholic Order of Foresters 
(COF) Advantage Plus Single Premium 
Deferred Annuity.1 Your current IRA, 401(k), 
403(b), bank CD, Profit Sharing Plan or 
pension can earn up to 4.75%2 using a 
tax-advantaged Trustee to Trustee Transfer 
or Rollover.3 Guaranteed first year interest 
based on your annuity’s opening balance.4

Guaranteed First 
Year Interest Rate4

COF Agent Mr. Kelly Mauer, FICF 
402-582-4594
kmauer@catholicforester.org

Call day or evening.

$25,000 – $100,000+ 4.75%2

 $5,000 – $24,999 1.00%

20-01-030A-3 KM1393 (06/20) 

355 Shuman Boulevard, Naperville, IL 60563-1270  |  800-552-0145 
catholicforester.org  |  A Catholic Fraternal Benefit Life Insurance Society Since 1883

Opening Balance

BRINGING CATHOLIC VALUES TO LIFE

1Policy Form Series: SPDA 2011, SPDA 2011 IA. Not available in all states. 2Interest rates 
reflect a special first year rate for new annuity contracts with the opening balance of 
$25,000 to $100,000+. After the first year, annuities receive the current rate. 3Neither COF 
nor its agents provide tax advice. 4Interest rates quoted are guaranteed for one year for 
premium paid prior to 9-30-2020. In subsequent years, rates may change quarterly, but 
will never fall below the 1.00% guaranteed minimum rate listed in the contract. 

• Quick Step Laminate 
• Mannington & Congoleum
• Hardwood 
• Engineered Wood 
• Tile 
• Phenix & Mohawk Carpet 
• Assorted Sizes Of Carpets, 
Available and Priced-To-Go

CLASSIC FLOORS

112 South Belle, Atkinson
Call for Appointment

402-925-2912

WHAT’S HHAAPPENING  AATT    
AAtkinsonn-Sttuartt Coouunnttrry  CCluub  

Check out calendar at: AtkinsonnSttuarttCoouunnttrryCCluub.com

Clubhouse & Course Hours vary  
with weather conditions.  

v Saturday, December 12 - NU vs. Minnesota at 11:00 a.m.

Continued from Page 1 
 
• wears a facial covering (such as a 

bandana or cloth mask) through day 
14 since last Close Contact. 

• Quarantine may discontinue with 
testing under the following condi-
tions: 

• at least seven (7) days have 
passed since the quarantined individ-
uals last Close Contact (see definition 
above) exposure AND 

• has had no symptom development 
AND 

• results of a diagnostic specimen 
testis negative, AND the specimen 
was collected no earlier than 5 days 
since the quarantined individuals last 
Close Contact (see definition below) 
exposure AND 

• continues to self-monitor daily for 
symptom development through day 
14 since last Close Contact (see defi-
nition below) exposure AND 

• wears a facial covering (such as a 
bandana or cloth mask) through day 
14 since last Close Contact (see defi-
nition below) exposure 

COVID-19 information is available 
at CDC.gov and www.ncdhdne.word-
press.com. You can also follow 
NCDHD on Facebook.  

Definition:  
Close Contact: Close Contact for 

individuals, other than School Aged 
Individuals, occurs when an individ-
ual has been within six (6) feet (2 me-
ters), for at least fifteen (15) minutes, 
of another individual(s) whom has 
tested positive for COVID-19; or 
whom develops one or more of the 
following symptoms: a sudden onset 
of a cough, sudden onset of shortness 
of breath or sudden loss of taste or 
smell; or whom develops two or more 
of the following symptoms: a fever of 
100.4 or above, chills, muscle aches, 
headache, sore throat, nausea or vom-
iting, diarrhea or fatigue. 

Except that, contact with a person 
who exhibits the above symptoms 
whom later tests negative for COVID-
19 or later receives an alternative di-
agnosis (influenza, allergies, or other 
chronic condition) does NOT consti-
tute close contact. 

For School Aged Individuals, close 
contact only occurs when the School 
Aged Individual has been within six 
(6) feet (2 meters) of a person, whom 
tested positive for Covid-19, for at 
least fifteen (15) minutes. 

Directed Health Measures 
changed as of December 3

COVID-19 case 
update given
Continued from Page 1 
 
her 100’s, one Antelope County fe-
male in her 70’s, and one Antelope 
County male in his 70’s. 

NCDHD has announced 104 new 
recoveries in the various counties. 
They include: 18 in Antelope; 3 in 
Boyd; 3 in Brown; 4 in Cherry; 42 in 
Holt; 0 in Keya Paha; 20 in Knox; 8 in 
Pierce; and 6 in Rock.   

On Monday, December 7, 2020 
NCDHD was made aware of 135 
cases in the district since the last re-
porting on December 3. They include 
in the various counties: 16 in Ante-
lope; 2 in Boyd; 18 in Brown; 14 in 
Cherry; 24 in Holt; 4 in Keya Paha; 
34 in Knox; 15 in Pierce; and 8 in 
Rock.   

NCDHD has been notified of a 
Knox County man in his 90’s who 
died from COVID-19.   

Case count update as of December 
7, 2020 at 4:00 p.m.: 3,075 Total 
Cases (TC), 1,165 Recoveries (R), 41 
Deaths (D), and 503 total cases re-
ported in the last 14 days.  

A reminder that Total Case (TC) 
numbers are represented first, and of 
those total cases the number of Re-
covered (R) persons is represented 
second, and total case related Deaths 
(D) is represented third. 

Antelope: TC: 417, R: 154, D: 4 
Boyd: TC: 146, R: 49; D: 2 
Brown: TC 217, R: 76, D: 3 
Cherry: TC: 326, R: 107, D: 5 
Holt: TC: 618, R: 251, D: 10 
Keya Paha: TC: 28, R: 6 
Knox: TC: 657, R: 285, D: 3 
Pierce: TC: 545, R: 159, D: 13 
Rock: TC: 121, R: 78, D: 1 

Registered Sex Offender Bryce 
Robert Matson reported on December 
4, 2020 that he is no longer living at 
1003 East Hynes Apt 14 in O'Neill. 

Matson re-
ported on Decem-
ber 4, 2020 that 
he is now living 
at 414 US Hwy. 
20 #12 in O'Neill. 

Matson’s date 
of birth is August 
6, 1996. His 
height is 6 foot. 
He weighs 250 
pounds, has 

brown hair and blue eyes. 
His registration duration is 15 years 

for the crime of 3rd Degree Sexual 
Assault M1. The victim of the crime 
was an adult. Matson was convicted 
on April 8, 2019 in District Court in 
Holt County. 

For more information about Bryce 
Robert Matson visit the Nebraska Sex 
Offender site at sor.nebraska.gov. 

Local law enforcement is aware of 
this information.

402-925-5411

“Everyday Heroes”

Blue Christmas is celebrated No-
vember 26th to December 31st. 

Christmas normally is a time for 
joy. Decorations are set up, parties 
ensue, presents are given and laughter 
commences.  

Not many people realize that those 
in law enforcement work tirelessly 
during the holiday season to keep 
people safe. Blue Christmas is a hol-
iday dedicated to those who work in 
that field, giving them an opportunity 
to be thanked for their services and 
celebrate Christmas their own way.  

History of Blue Christmas 
While Elvis made the term “A 

Blue Christmas” popular to describe 
Christmas blues, this holiday is for 
those who work in law enforcement, 
such as police, firefighters, EMTs, 
and 911 dispatchers.  

For them, it is rough. Long nights 
in the wet, cold snow or long nights 
in the office can be particularly dan-
gerous, especially for those who have 
the potential factor of being shot at, 
having emotional trauma from an 
emergency situation, and so forth.  

Because of their job, they keep 
people safe and save lives, but it 
comes at a cost. They miss out on 
spending time with their families and 
lose out on enjoying what Christmas 
is all about. 

That’s why when it comes to the 
holiday season, Blue Christmas gives 
people a chance to give to others by 
giving gifts and thanking them for 
their services. While some may be 
cheerful doing their job, because they 
know that Christmas is about helping 
others, Blue Christmas helps raise 
awareness for the behind-the-scenes 
action that the people working in law 
enforcement and the medical field are 
the ones truly making the holiday sea-
sons special. With the potential dan-
gers involved, they deserved their 
thanks and gifts the most. 

How to celebrate Blue Christmas 
To take part in a Blue Christmas, 

you can easily do so by displaying a 
blue light throughout the winter holi-
days. It can be a single porch light, 
blue candles in the window, or blue 
Christmas lights as part of the dis-
play.  

If you know someone who works 
in law enforcement or the medical in-
dustry, buy or make them a gift and 
take the time out to thank them for 
what they do to keep society and the 
holidays going.  

Share this holiday on social media 
using the hashtag #bluechristmas and 
let everyone know how important it 
is to see those who don’t ask for 
much in return.

Celebrate a 
Blue Christmas

In 2000 . . . Members of the West 
Holt FCCLA who attended a National 
Leadership Training Conference in 
Minnesota were: Sarah Schaaf, Ash-
ley Schaaf, Danielle Adair, Melanie 
Simons, Kristen Olberding, Jacque-
line Anson, Jenna Lieswald, Melissa 
LaRue, Gina Kilmurry, Makala 
Dostal, Jennifer Vogel, Shannon 
Corkle, Amy Holtgrew, Angie Friedel 
and their advisor Mrs. Pat Madsen. 

Ribbon cuttings were held by the 
Atkinson Chamber of Commerce for 
Atkinson Chiropractic and Osborne 
Lube Express. 

Thanks to our 
Advertisers and  

to our subscribers!

Q: We have an iron doorstop from 
my grandfather's house. It has five 
black and white puppies hanging on a 
log fence and is 8 inches high and 12 
inches wide. We'd like to sell it, but 
don't know what it's worth. Can you 
help? 

A: Cast iron doorstops were made 
beginning about 1890. They became 
popular around 1910 when several 
companies in the United States began 
making figural doorstops. Vintage 
figural cast iron doorstops made from 
1890 to the 1930’s, and in good con-
dition, usually sell for the highest 
prices.  

New designs and reproductions of 
old doorstops sold in gift shops, home 
decorating stores and online are worth 
less. The doorstop you describe was 
made in China and is not old. It sells 
online for $30 to $60. 

 

CURRENT PRICES 
Cambridge glass, candy jar, lid, 

rose du barry, peach-blo, acid etched, 
silver leaf bands, knob, 6 inches, 
$115. 

Hubley doorstop, cat, red, art deco, 
cast iron, c. 1925, 5 1/4 x 4 1/2 inches, 
$375. 

Tiffany salt and pepper shakers, 
owl, silver, 2 1/2 inches, $920. 

Hasselblad camera, 503CX, Zeiss 
lenses, branded carrying case, 10 x 13 
inches, $1,970. 

TIP: Look at the hinge on a tilt-top 
table. The wear should show on both 
the top and the base if it is old. 

Looking to declutter, downsize or 
settle an estate? The all new 2021 
"Kovels' Antiques & Collectibles 
Price Guide" by Terry and Kim Kovel 
has the information you're looking 
for. 

(c) 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Body/Collision Repair  •  Framework   •  Rock Chip Repair
Glass Replacement  • Paintless Dent Removal • Computerized Estimating

Bob and Rose Malone, Owners - Free Pickup, Delivery!
Call at 402-925-2770, Bob Malone’s cell at 340-2110, 

or Jeff Poessnecker’s cell at 402-340-0327 

Malone’s Auto Body

NOW OFFERING TOWING & RECOVERY!

Phase II Annual Reports Due December 31 for  
Growers in Both Phase II and Phase III Areas

   The deadline for the 2020 Phase II Annual Reports is December 31, 
2020.  If you operate in a Phase II or Phase III area you are required 
to submit a Phase II report for each field larger than 40 acres with 
more than 50 pounds per acre of actual nitrogen applied.   
   Annual Reports (for those in Phase II and Phase III areas) and Ni-
trogen Certification are required by our Groundwater Management 
Plan Rules and Regulations and are necessary to maintain compli-
ance. For more information on Phase II Annual Reports; Nitrogen Cer-
tification; Phase II forms; or, to submit your Phase II reports on-line 
visit the UENRD website at https://www.uenrd.org/ or contact the 
UENRD office at 402-336-3867.   

West Holt 
HUSKIES

JV and Varsity Girls’ and Boys’ 
Basketball vs. Ainsworth 
Friday, December 11 
Beginning at 4:45 p.m. 

Only select household members will be allowed to attend. 
All others are encouraged to watch Main Gym activities  

which will be live streamed on the 
“West Holt Husky Vision” YouTube channel.

A funeral service for the immediate family of William “Bill” Walter 
Howard, age 78, of Hiawatha, Kan. was held on Tuesday, November 24, 2020 
at 10:00 a.m. to celebrate his life. 

An open house for the community was at the funeral home from 1:00 p.m. 
to 6:00 p.m. 

The service is able to be viewed at: https://fbchi-
awatha.org/media/608654-2980783-2787581/grandpas-
party 

William “Bill” Walter Howard was born July 10, 1942 
to William and Charlotte Howard and died at his home on 
November 19, 2020 after a battle with lung cancer.  

Growing up west of Hiawatha on the family farm pro-
vided a work ethic and life skills he always carried with 
him. He took seriously his job of looking out for his 
younger brother Donnie. As time went on, Donnie got the 
chance to do the same for him.  

Three days after his 18th birthday he registered and 
joined the U.S. National Guard. After three months, he returned home to sup-
port the family farm due to the sudden loss of his father. He continued farm-
ing most of his life. 

In 1976 he found himself with repeated reasons to visit the Brown County 
Animal Clinic so he could spend more time with the new Vet Tech in town. 
Three months after meeting, he asked Bonnie Garwood to marry him. They 
were married in Atkinson, Neb. and celebrated at the Garwood Ranch on Au-
gust 7, 1976. 

Tractor time was spent practicing auctioning, leading to the development of 
Howard Auction Service. However, on Saturdays he was more than just an 
auctioneer. He became an entertainer. With a spark in his blue eyes, a mis-
chievous grin, and the ability to make an entire crowd laugh with his witty re-
marks, he loved the challenge of selling new things to old friends and old things 
to new friends, serving families, and working with his wife and an auction crew 
for over 35 years.  

In time he began selling all kinds of real estate with King Reality. He thor-
oughly enjoyed the opportunity of wearing a suit, serving Janice’s cinnamon 
rolls and selling farmland. 

His biggest joy arrived in 1979 - his daughter, Belinda. Together they con-
quered any obstacle as a team. You could find them disguised in Halloween Pa-
rades, bantering at an auction to provide an extra smile or sharing a look that 
told 1000 stories. When she married Janvier in 2015, he gained a son, of whom 
he became so proud of. 

In 2016, he stepped into his favorite role of all as “Grandpa” to Zander 
William. Ezekiel (Zeke-o as Grandpa called him) joined the team in 2017. They 
became his pride and joy and he was quick to share a story about them to any-
one who would listen. Azalee joined the family on October 7, 2020 and 
Grandpa was grateful to welcome her home and spent several hours rocking his 
favorite granddaughter. 

He was full of ambition and also had no desire to travel beyond the Fairview 
city limits. His love of his family landed him a passport and he found himself 
exploring more parts of the world than he ever imagined or needed. He was al-
ways ready to return home and get back to work. He claimed he had two ca-
reers he “dearly loved” which were farming and Howard Auction Service. 

However he had many more side gigs. He spent several years driving semi-
trucks for King Trucking and moving furniture for Rieger Van Lines. He spent 
over 10 years of Thursday nights working at the Hiawatha Sale Barn and end-
less days flipping Junk into Merchandise. He had a deep gift for seeing poten-
tial. 

He was always on the lookout for how to share his knack of hospitality. He 
didn’t know a stranger and was known to share an outrageous story or joke 
with anyone he met. He was a dreamer and always ideating new ways of doing 
things.  

He had a steel-vault memory, an incredible green thumb for a thriving gar-
den and he made a mean batch of no-bake cookies. He loved animals and col-
lecting collectibles. He was quick to acknowledge “the Good Lord” was always 
looking after us. 

He was preceded in death by his parents.  
William “Bill” Walter Howard is survived by his wife Bonnie; daughter Be-

linda (Janvier) Bassene; grandchildren Zander, Zeke and Azalee; siblings Don 
(Mary) Howard, Sharon (Steve) Thompson, Linda Garwood, Dennis (Sandra) 
Garwood, Diane (Warren) Hull, Arden (Lynn) Garwood and Trudie (Alan) 
Van Horn; many nieces and nephews; and his mother-in-law Maxine Garwood. 

Special thoughts or a story may be shared with the family at: www.chape-
loaksfuneralhome.com 

William “Bill” W. Howard, 78
A funeral service for Johanna “Hanna” E. Faler, age 79 of Lane Hagerstown, 

Maryland was held on Wednesday, December 2, 2020 at St. Joseph’s Catholic 
Church in Atkinson, Neb. Father Joseph Sund officiated. 

Visitation was held on Tuesday, December 1 from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., 
with a 7:00 p.m. prayer service at Seger Funeral in Atkinson. 

Burial was in the St. Joseph Catholic Cemetery at Atkin-
son. Pallbearers were Ryan Olson, Blaine Fix, Rylan 
Olson, Jessie Freeman, Lyndsay Freeman, and Jim Free-
man. 

Johanna “Hanna” Eleanor Wagner was born in Munich, 
Germany, on August 21, 1941, and died in her home on 
Tuesday, November 24, 2020, after a long battle with can-
cer. 

She was the second of three daughters born to Georg 
Rehm and Johanna Wagner.  

It was in Munich where she married Richard M. Baker 
on December 23, 1960, while he was stationed there with 

the U.S. Army, Medical Corps, Second Field Hospital. They were the proud 
parents of four daughters, Mona, Jacqueline, Angelique, and Julie.  

Her introduction to the United States and Atkinson began as a new bride in 
April 1963. The couple returned to Germany with the U.S. Army later that year.  

Throughout the many tours as an Army bride, she moved her family from 
coast-to-coast, overseas, and back again setting up households in many loca-
tions, including Washington State, Kentucky, Nebraska, Virginia, and several 
locations throughout Germany, before finally settling in Omaha upon his re-
tirement.  

She moved back to Germany in 1990 to be with her ailing mother following 
her divorce. She returned to Nebraska in 2003.  

On April 9, 2009, she married Carleton Faler in Tennessee. He was from 
Hagerstown, Maryland where they lived together until his passing on May 10, 
2020. While in Maryland, she was fortunate to live near, and spend lots of time 
with, her childhood friend from Germany, Hilde Rogers.  

An accomplished creative, she could always be found knitting, sewing, cook-
ing, and more. She was also an avid reader (in two languages, no less).  

Very proud of her German heritage, she was always willing to share her cul-
ture and experiences with family and friends far and wide. She was often very 
active within the German-American communities wherever she lived. Upon 
her death, she managed to live in Germany for collectively almost half her life.  

She was preceded in death by her parents Georg Rehm and Johanna Wag-
ner Salnikow; her husband Carleton Faler; her sisters Vera Brau and Kristina 
Wagner; her brother Peter Salnikow; and her granddaughter Brittany Halter-
man.  

Johanna “Hanna” E. Faler is survived by her daughters Mona (George) Mil-
bourn of Papillion, Jacqueline (Tyree) Wilde or Vancouver, Wash., Angelique 
Gray of Iowa, and Julie (Roger) Hedges of Portland, Ore.; her grandchildren 
Jessica Milbourn (Lyndsay) Roberson, Emily Gray (Michael), Emily Hedges, 
Danielle Milbourn, and James Milbourn; great-grandchildren Madison 
O’Brien, Reilly O’Brien, Brantley Milbourn, and Jack Osborn; sisters Inge 
Pudel, Emilie Fermanek, and Rita Weinberger, all of Germany; dear friends 
Vicky Harrell, Caroline Freeman, and Hilde Rogers; and her former-husband 
Richard Baker.  

Seger Funeral Home of Atkinson was in charge of arrangements. 

Johanna E. Faler, 79

A funeral service for Maxine Hamilton, age 89, of O’Neill, Neb. was held 
at 11:00 a.m. on Wednesday, December 9, 2020 at Biglin’s Mortuary in 
O’Neill. Father Bernard Starman officiated.  

Visitation was held for one hour prior to the service at 
the funeral home. 

Burial was in the O’Neill Cemetery.  
Lois Maxine Jones was born on February 17, 1931 in 

Atkinson, to Lester and Erma (Smith) Jones and died on 
Saturday, December 5, 2020 at the Plainview Manor in 
Plainview.  

She graduated from Atkinson High School in 1949.  
She loved to go to dances, and she met Claude “Todd” 

Hamilton one night on the dance floor. They were married 
on March 3, 1950 in O’Neill.  

The couple made their home in O’Neill for a couple 
years before moving to Stuart. They lived in Stuart from 1953 to 1970. They 
then returned to O’Neill and ran Mac’s Bar. In 1974, they then moved to Atkin-
son and ran Todd’s Bar.  

She always enjoyed working alongside her husband. The couple sold the bar 
in 1989 and moved back to O’Neill. She worked for ALCO for almost 10 more 
years. 

She was a talented quilter and seamstress. She liked to read and do word 
puzzles and in later years, watch the wildlife out her window. She especially 
liked to spend time with her family. 

She was preceded in death by her parents Lester and Erma Jones; her hus-
band Todd Hamilton in 2012; three sons Roger Hamilton, John Hamilton, and 
Robert Hamilton; two sisters Mary Jareske, and Linda Lange; and two infant 
brothers. 

Maxine Hamilton is survived by her four children Steven (Charlotte) Hamil-
ton of O’Neill, Sandra (Dale Kleinschmidt) of Norfolk, Bonnie (Kent) Will of 
Bradshaw, and Shelly Brockman of Norfolk; one grandson Jason (Desiree) 
Hamilton; three great-grandchildren Mercedes Hamilton, Dominic Hamilton, 
and Myles Hamilton; two great-great-grandchildren Brianna and Sophia David-
son; and many nieces and nephews. 

Memorials may be directed to the family for future designation.  
Biglin’s Mortuary of O’Neill was in charge of arrangements. 

Maxine Hamilton, 89

A memorial service for Carlos “Charlie” Trujillo, age 79, of Stuart, Neb. 
will be held on Friday, December 11, 2020 at St. Boniface Catholic Church in 
Stuart. Father James Weeder will officiate. 

Music will be by soloist John Madsen and organist Deb Kaup. 
Visitation will be held on Friday, from 9:00 a.m. until 

the service time at the church.  
Military rites will be by the Stuart American Legion in 

front of the church directly following the service. 
The urn bearer will be Jay Addison. 
Carlos “Charlie” was born on December 30, 1940 in 

Benson, Ariz. to Juan Trujillo and Enedina Castillo and 
died on Friday, November 20, 2020, at Faith Regional 
Health Services in Norfolk. 

He was the youngest of ten children. 
He was proud of his service in the United States Air 

Force, in which he served from March 26, 1962 to May 16, 
1963, but was prouder still that all three of his children served their country in 
the United States Navy. 

On October 30, 1965 he married Margaret Vitt. This union was blessed with 
three children, Fred, Enedina (Dina), and Matthew. 

Family was the most important thing in his life. Although his work in the 
telecommunications industry took him all over the country and often kept him 
away from home, he was always sure to be present for important events, holi-
days, and family gatherings. He doted on his wife, children, grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren, and many nieces and nephews. He was known far and 
wide to many as “Uncle Charlie”, whether related or not. 

He was a very generous man, always giving of his time and talents. Many 
in the communities where he lived can attest to that. Whether supporting the 
local athletic teams, donating to fund raisers, purchasing bats, balls, gloves, or 
shoes for the local ball teams, or just giving a helping hand to whomever needed 
it, he was always happy to help in any way he could, never expecting anything 
in return. His family said the joy he brought to others was his repayment. 

He was also a tremendously talented artist and musician. He sketched, drew, 
took pictures, and had a deft hand for oil painting. He also played the upright 
bass in a band as a youth and enjoyed a good jam session whenever the occa-
sion would arise.   

In addition, he was passionate about woodworking. Many of his family, 
friends, and acquaintances have hand crafted wood pens to remember him by. 

Baseball played a tremendous role in his life from playing the game as a boy 
and into adulthood. He served as coach and mentor to his children and many 
others. He served as the president of the Little League in Show Low, Ariz. and 
umpired countless games well into his 70’s. Most recently, he took great joy in 
watching his beloved Dodgers win the World Series. 

He was preceded in death by his parents Juan and Enedina; his wife Mar-
garet; siblings Delia, Ramona, Fred, Armando, Jose and Teresita. 

Carlos “Charlie” Trujillo is survived by his siblings Amelia Saenz of Ben-
son, Ariz.; John of Sierra Vista, Ariz.; and Robert of Tucson, Ariz.; children 
Fred and wife Hope of Grovetown, Georg., Dina and husband Michael Bock 
of Stuart, and Matthew of Stuart; grandchildren Ashley and husband Christo-
pher Swanson of Wisner, Paige and husband Brandon Busby of Grovetown, 
Georg., Makenna and Vitt Trujillo of Grovetown, Georg., and Charles and 
Charlene Bock of Stuart; great-grandchildren Lilliana, Rozlyn, and John Busby 
of Grovetown, Georg.; and many special nieces and nephews. 

Seger Funeral Home of Atkinson is in charge of arrangements. 

Carlos “Charlie” Trujillo, 79

Sunshine Girls find disappointment . . . 
Not to be left out of the hunting season, the Sunshine Girls were out 
last week looking for safari bears to photograph. One disappointment 
after another led the girls to bring their own grizzly to shoot. Karen 
LeMunyan donated funds to help pay for the animal cookies which 
were handed out to those they visited. Pictured are Patti Skrdla, Diane 
Alden and Sandy Schrunk. Photo by Lorraine Lieswald  

By Mickey Braun, 
Volunteer Manager 

 
It is the last month of 2020 and we 

will all remember what a different 
year this has been. We certainly hope 
the new year will bring with it some 
changes so things can get back to 
being somewhat normal. Being able 
to see family and friends would be 
great. 

The home delivered meal numbers 
are about the same each month. Also 
the curb side meal numbers are in-
creasing which is good. We appreci-
ate all who call for a meal. It is all  
these meals that help the Center with 
the expenses. As everyone knows the 
food costs and utilities do not get any 

cheaper. 
We have received some donations 

to go toward the commercial refriger-
ator we are needing to purchase. The 
donations are very much appreciated.  
We still have a ways to go to meet the 
goal. 

We have some Christmas items on 
display in the front windows as well 
as some puzzles. These items can all 
be purchased by calling the Center to 
let us know what you would like. 

We are hoping everyone is staying 
healthy and wearing your masks. No 
one can come into the Center without 
a mask on. We know Christmas will 
be much different this year for all of 
us. This is certainly a year we will all 
remember. 

Atkinson Senior Center
News from the

The Atkinson Area Chamber of 
Commerce met on November 12, 
2020 at the Sandhills Guest House 
Motel. Pam Winer opened the meet-
ing at 12:05 p.m. 

Business Represented - KBRX, 
Tri-County Bank, Atkinson-Stuart 
Country Club, Great Western Bank, 
First Stop, Sandhills Wellness, Atkin-
son Community Thrift Shop, Sand-
hills Guest House Motel. 

The minutes of the September and 
October meetings were reviewed. A 
motion to approve both sets of min-
utes was made by Doug Kubik and 
seconded by Mike Lorenzen. All 
ayes. Motion carried.  

The treasurer’s report contained the 
information from both September and 
October. The balance brought forward 
on August 31st was $6,292.69. Re-
ceipts for September equaled 
$4,467.16 and expenditures equaled 
$5,091.26. For October receipts 
equaled $150.05 and expenditures 
equaled $72.00. This leaves a balance 
on hand effective October 31st of 
$5,746.64. A motion to approve these 
reports as presented was made by 
Mike Lorenzen and seconded by 
Shirley Cobb. All ayes. Motion car-
ried.  

Correspondence - None to report 
OLD BUSINESS 

City Brochures: Additions to the 
brochure were as follows: Stockman’s 
Café would be added under Restau-
rants, and JuJu Bean Coffee would be 
added under Carry-out. With these 
corrections being made, a motion was 
made by Amanda Sindelar to order 
250 brochures at a cost of $236.00. 
This motion was seconded by Doug 

Kubik. All ayes. Motion carried. 
Atkinson Clothing: Nothing to re-

port at this time.  
Place of sale of Atkinson Bucks: A 

motion was made by Shirley Cobb 
and seconded by Brenna Schaaf to 
have Viaero Wireless continue to sell 
Atkinson Bucks. All ayes. Motion 
carried. Lou Ann will make signs to 
place around town so people are 
aware. 

NEW BUSINESS 
Atkinson Bucks Christmas Promo-

tion: The drawings will take place on 
Nov. 30th, Dec. 7th, Dec. 14th, and 
Dec. 21st. The locations will be 
Something Special By Marilyn, 
Braun’s Food Center, First Stop, and 
Sandhills Wellness. As in the past, the 
drawing will be aired on KBRX at 
2:30 p.m. 

Santa Sacks: 400 sacks will be 
made. The Fire Department will be 
contacted to see how they wish to 
hand out the sacks. It is thought at this 
time that popcorn balls will be made 
using precautionary measures. Tri-
County Bank will assemble the sacks 
at 6:00 p.m. with the popcorn balls 
being made later in the evening. 

Midwest Travel has been in contact 
with the Chamber to advertise in their 
magazine. It was decided that the ex-
pense was too great at this time.  

There being no further business, 
this meeting adjourned at 12:40 p.m. 

The next meeting will be held on 
Thursday, December 10 at 12:00 
Noon at the Atkinson City office 
building. KBRX will host with First 
Stop providing the lunch. 

LA Tooker,  
Secretary/Treasurer

Proceedings
Atkinson Area Chamber of  Commerce 

Best. Gift. Ever. A subscription to their 
hometown newspaper.

SUBSCRIBE TODAY - 925-5411 
In-State ~ $34  •  Out-of-State ~ $40  •  E-Edition ~ $20
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When you move 
Send your change of address to: 

P.O. Box 159 
Atkinson, NE 68713 

or email it to: 
news@atkinsongraphic.com
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30996-IP2 (06/17)

Providing a full range  
of investment options
SINCE 1937.

Waddell & Reed, Inc.    Member FINRA/SIPC

Miles Garwood, APMA
Financial Advisor
47609 876th Road, Suite 2
P.O. Box 818
Atkinson, NE 68713
office 402-925-2950 
mgarwood@wradvisors.com
https://mgarwood.wradvisors.com

Dear Local Communities:Dear Local Communities:
If you or someone you know is financially strugIf you or someone you know is financially strug--

gling this Christmas, Santa wants to help. In hisgling this Christmas, Santa wants to help. In his
Christmas pack Santa has 10 debit cards worth $500Christmas pack Santa has 10 debit cards worth $500
each that he wants to give to deserving families. each that he wants to give to deserving families. 

Write him a note explaining how you would useWrite him a note explaining how you would use
the free gift before December 20, 2020. Santa willthe free gift before December 20, 2020. Santa will
send each of the 10 families chosen a $500 debitsend each of the 10 families chosen a $500 debit
card before December 25.card before December 25.

MMUSTUST  I INCLUDENCLUDE AA SELFSELF --ADDRESSEDADDRESSED
ENVELOPEENVELOPE WITHWITH NOTENOTE TOTO
Secret Santa, c/o Atkinson GraphicSecret Santa, c/o Atkinson Graphic

P.O. Box 159, Atkinson, Nebraska 68713P.O. Box 159, Atkinson, Nebraska 68713

Merry Christmas!   Secret SantaMerry Christmas!   Secret Santa

SecretSecret SantaSanta
wants towants to help!help!

Don't forget to shop in Atkinson 
for your chance to win ATKINSON BUCKS 
from the Atkinson Chamber of Commerce!

Monday, Dec. 7, Emily Wallinger won $5000 
The receipt was from Subway 

Drawings will be held December 14th and 21st.

By Coach Todd Hale 
 
The basketball season for the West 

Holt boys started with a first practice 
on November 16 with 14 boys joining 
the team.   

The Huskies 
have one returning 
starter, Aaron 
Kraus, who is un-
fortunately starting 
his season rehab-
bing a high ankle 
sprain. We hope his 

rehab is completely successful and 
quick. 

Tyler Larby also is rehabbing a 
knee injury from this summer. We 
hate that he missed football and now 
basketball of his senior year.   

Levi Curtis is also on the injured 
reserve while he rehabs a knee injury 
from football. We hope his sopho-
more season will get back on track 
quickly. 

So, dealing with adversity in a 
game should be no problem for this 
team that has already had injury ad-
versity before the season started. The 
12 guys that have been able to prac-
tice have been working to adjust and 
find our groove.   

This year’s other seniors are Joe 
Albrecht, Rumen Rentschler and 
Cameron Adkisson who started on 
Friday night along with juniors, Ja-
keem Brown and Nate Wallinger. 
None of these guys had started a var-
sity game and they did just what we 
wanted, played really hard.   

Sophomores, Tyler Jelinek and Ian 
Larson added to our attack coming off 
the bench. We played solid defense 
and hit enough shots to keep the game 
close. We rebounded well against a 
taller Creighton team. A few more 
shots fall and we win. We will have 
to hit more than two of 18 from the 3-
point line to make things work.  

We were also -4 in turnovers which 

resulted in being -5 in points off 
turnovers. This should get better as 
we get more comfortable with some 
new offensive sets we’ve added. 

SCORING BY QUARTERS 
West Holt — 13 - 8 - 10 - 11 = 42 
Creighton — 10 - 12 - 14 - 12 = 48 

JUNIOR VARSITY GAME 
In the JV game, scoring was less of 

a problem. With the small number of 
players we could only play three quar-
ters to comply with quarter limita-
tions.   

Tyler Jelinek and Ian Larson were 
joined by fellow sophomores, Weston 
Mathis and Bryce Steinkraus and 
freshmen, Caeden Lech, Ian Laetsch 
and Julio Mora Gallardo to earn a 48-
16 win over the Creighton JV.   

The young guys played with great 
effort which set the tone for the rest 
of the team Friday.   

“I’d commend the whole team on 
taking good shots and playing a brand 
of defense that we wanted to see.” 

Husky boys open hoop season at home

By Coach Randy Schroeder 
 
The West Holt Wrestling squad 

started the season out by traveling to 
O’Neill for the O’Neill Wrestling 
Tournament.  

Chamberlain High School of South 
Dakota won the tournament followed 
up by O’Neill in second place. The 
Huskies finished in 9th place. 

Braydon Olson placed 4th in the 
tournament. Olson as a freshman 
started apprehensive but finished 
strong showing improvement. With 
more work on basics, we can turn 
some of these matches around. 

Channing Ogden, Isaac Pistulka, 
and Caleb Davis were all able to win 
some matches.  

“We are a young team and will 
have to take a few lumps. All three 
were one match from medaling. All 
lost close final matches. With more 
mat time and hard work in practice we 

hope to turn these matches around.” 
“Nathaniel Nelson, AJ Olson, and 

Garrett Kaup also wrestled hard but 
were unable to bring home a medal.  
We’ll have to continue drilling the ba-
sics.”  

113 - Nathaniel Nelson - Lost by 
pin to Dylan Parks (ON) 2:59; Lost by 
pin to Dominic Liess (BC) 2:25 

120 - Braydon Olson = 4th - Lost 
by pin to Joseph Yates (ON) 0:41;  
Lost by pin to Cayden Lamb (Val) 
0:45; Lost by pin to Chase Hopkins 
(Cham) 2:39 

138 - Channing Ogden - Lost by 
pin to Gabe Skustad (Cham) 1:33;  
Won by pin over AJ Olson (WH) 
1:49; Lost by dec. to Ashton Lurz 
(Val) 9-6 

138 - AJ Olson - Lost by pin to 
Brock Kester (NO) 1:32; Lost by pin 
to Channing Ogden (WH) 1:49 

145 - Caleb Davis - Lost by pin to 
Jayden Coulter (Pier) 1:04; Won by 

pin over Dakota Hoffman (BC) 2:58; 
Lost by pin to Conner Fowler (Val) 
4:03 

152 - Isaac Pistulka - Won by dec. 
over Samuel Grape (Boo) 7-5; Lost 
by pin to Allan Olander (NFC) 2:31; 
Won by pin over Jacob Henery (NO) 
2:04; Won by pin over Aiden Gnat 
(Pier) 2:42; Lost by pin to Garret Ris-
tau (Cham) 0:30 

195 - Garrett Kaup - Lost by pin to 
Jaden Jones (Pier) 0:29; Lost by pin 
to Javier Hernandez (NFC) 2:28 

The Huskies were to travel to 
Springview Tuesday for a Quandran-
gular with North Central, Ainsworth, 
and Burwell.   

Saturday, the Huskies travel to 
Gregory S. D. for the Gregory/Burke 
Wrestling Tournament. Wrestling 
starts at 9:30 a.m. 

 
Photos courtesy Miechelle Davis

Husky grapplers begin season in O’Neill
Nathaniel Nelson

Isaac Pistulka

Caleb Davis

Channing Ogden

By Coach Riley Bonifas 
 
The West Holt Lady Huskies were 

defeated by the Creighton Bulldogs in 
an exciting game on Friday night final 
score 36 to 37 in their first home 
match of the season.  

The Huskies had a slight advantage 
in the first half as the first quarter 
ended with the Huskies up 12 to 7.  

The Huskies then ran out to a big 
lead at the start of the second quarter 
and led 17 to 7 but hit a scoring 
drought midway through the second 
and the Bulldogs were able to score 
four points in the last 45 seconds to 
cut the lead to 17 to 14 at halftime.  

The Bulldogs then took the lead in 

the third quarter, outscoring the 
Huskies 13 to 9.  

The fourth quarter was a back and 
forth battle but the Bulldogs were able 
to hang on to a one-point lead in the 
closing seconds. The Huskies were 
able to get a shot off in their last pos-
session but were unable to connect, 
and the Bulldogs walked away with 
the victory.  

The Huskies will be back in action 
this week Tuesday against Ord, Fri-
day against Ainsworth, and Saturday 
against Burwell.  

SCORING BY QUARTER 
West Holt – 12 – 5 – 9 – 10 = 36 
Creighton – 7 – 7 – 13 – 10 = 37

Lady Huskies take to the court

By Coach Colin Schurman 
 

The Stuart Lady Broncos kicked 
off the 2020-2021 basketball season 
last Thursday night up in Niobrara as 
they took on the Lady Cougars. 

After a slow start, the Lady Bron-
cos found themselves down 10 in the 
first quarter.  

From the middle of the second 
quarter into the third quarter, the Lady 
Broncos went on an 18-2 run on way 
to their 54-46 victory.  

The Lady Broncos were led by 
Lexi Schroder who finished with a 
double-double. Schroder had 25 
points, 12 rebounds, seven steals and 
six assists.  

Junior, Cadence Kramer, finished 
with 13 points and nine rebounds and 
Taya Schmaderer chipped in with 
seven points and five assists.  

Sydney Estill and Lacey Paxton 
had five and four points for the Lady 
Broncos.  

CENTRAL VALLEY GAME 
The Lady Broncos didn’t get much 

rest as they hosted Central Valley on 
Friday night.  

It took more than four quarters to 
finish this one as the Lady Broncos 
had to battle back to force overtime.  

The Lady Broncos took advantage 
of the extra quarter and won the game, 

42-40.  
Lexi Schroder led the Lady Bron-

cos with 18 points and six rebounds.  
Taya Schmaderer and Cadence 

Kramer each had six points on the 
night.  

Katilynn Kaup hit some key free 
throws for the Lady Broncos. Kaup 
finished with three points, which were 
all free throws.  

Lacey Paxton finished with four 
points and had three steals defen-
sively.  

Emma Alder hit a key 3-pointer 
and Sydney Estill led the defensive 
side of things with four steals. 

The Lady Broncos continue the 
busy schedule with three games this 
week. Tuesday at Spalding, at home 
Friday against Twin Loup, and they 
travel to Cody on Saturday.   

Lady Broncos start season 2-0

By Coach Colin Schurman 
 
The Lady Broncos Junior Varsity 

girls’ basketball team started the year 
2-0 b beating Niobrara-Verdigre 31-
22 and beating Central Valley 26-15. 

 Against Niobrara-Verdigre, the 
Lady Broncos had a strong fourth 
quarter outscoring the Lady Cougars 
13-2.  

Emma Alder led the way with nine 
points. Lacey Paxton had seven 
points and four steals and Grace 
Alder chipped in with four points.  

CENTRAL VALLEY GAME 
Against Central Valley, the Lady 

Broncos used a shut out in the third 
quarter to pull away from the Lady 
Cougars. The Lady Broncos 
outscored the Lady Cougars 9-0.  

Chiana Tubbs had seven points and 
four rebounds to lead the way. Kati 
Kaup and Sarah Wallinger each 
chipped in with five points. Emma 
Alder had three points and Grace 
Alder had two points.

Stuart JV girls’ 
team starts 2-0

Students in the Hawks Mfg. Club 
at Northeast Community College 
have modernized a board game whose 
roots can be traced back to 3,000 B.C. 
Club members have used equipment 
in the program’s lab in the College’s 
Applied Technology building to cre-
ate stylish pieces made out of alu-
minum and acrylic boards for the 
game of checkers.  

Machining and Manufacturing Au-
tomation Instructor Steve Wagner 
said while the concept seems simple, 
there is much thought that goes into 
producing each game piece and 
boards.  

“There are about 75 parts that all 
had to go through that process,” Wag-
ner said. “The students do all of the 
machining; it’s on their time, not cur-
riculum time. So, it’s over and above 
what they do in the lab and class-
room.” 

Wyatt Paxton of Stuart was one of 
the students who worked on the 
checkerboard project. Other students 
are Garrett Bloom, Norfolk; Riley Pe-
terson, Broken Bow; Sara Podliska, 
Norfolk; Dylan Trew, Kearney; 
Robert Wattermann, treasurer of the 
Hawks Mfg. Club, West Point; Troy 
White, president of the Hawks Mfg. 
Club, West Point; and Jacob Ziegen-
bein, Plainview. 

“It’s very attractive and it’s very 
unique,” Wagner said. “I have one on 
my table at home that I purchased 
from the club and it’s a fun little cen-
terpiece to show off and talk about.” 

To learn more about the project, 
contact Wagner at stevew@north-
east.edu or call (402) 844-7223. 

Paxton among 
students creating

December 15 - Private Pesticide 
Training; Pre-registration required; 
10:00 a.m. or 1:30 p.m. Holt County 
Courthouse Annex, O’Neill 

December 24 to December 28 - 
Holt and Boyd County Extension Of-
fices Closed 

January 1 - Holt and Boyd County 
Extension Offices Closed 

January 1 - Holt County 4-H 
Shooting Sports Enrollment Due on 
ne.4honline.com  

January 6 - Holt County Extension 
Board Meeting, 7:00 p.m., Holt 
County Courthouse Annex 

January 9 and January 10 - Ne-
braska 4-H Shooting Sports Instruc-
tor Workshop, Lincoln 

January 23 - Holt County 4-H Quilt 
of Valor Workshop Day 1, 9:00 a.m. 
to 3:00 p.m., FCC Solid Rock Build-
ing 

January 28 - Private Pesticide 
Training; Pre-registration required; 
1:30 p.m. Holt County Courthouse 
Annex, O’Neill 

Calendar
Extension
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How will you manage living on your own? 

-

DISABILITY
Is Not ‘Helpless’

Phone 833-800-5643

Commercial
Equestrian

Hobby Shops

Agricultural
Garages

And More!

S T R U C T U R E S

NE and Western IA
402-426-5022

Eastern CO
970-230-2052

Wisconsin
608-988-6338

www.GingerichStructures.com

WWIINNTTEERR   SSPPEECCIIAALL!!

View our auctions live over internet at www.cattleusa.com
“Our Desire is to be of Service to You” 

The Old Reliable, Inc. - Atkinson, NE 
www.AtkinsonLivestock.com 

Phone 402-925-5141 -- Fax 402-925-2727 
ALM@AtkinsonLivestock.com 

Wes Kilmurry, Manager - 402-340-4225 
Wes@AtkinsonLivestock.com 

Tuesday, Deecembeer  15th  
Special Breeding Cattle Auction 

 

9:00 a.m. – Slaughter Cattle 
10:00 a.m. -  Fats, 12:00 Noon - Breeding Cattle

Atkinson Livestock Market - “The Old Reliable”

Tuesday, December 22nd - No Sale 
Tuesday, December 29th - No Sale

Upcomings

Sobotka Cattle & Hay, Kyle-402-340-0700), 192 Homeraised 1st Calf Hfrs 
bred to LBW Angus Bulls, (63 Blk, 87 Bwf, 20 Rwf calve February 
12th for 30 days; 22 Blk/Bwf, calve March 12th, 30 days)  

Chris & Michelle Tomjack (402-340-7444), 73 Blk Hfrs, (38-AI Bred to  
Rainfall, calve February 23rd; 35 Bred to LBW Blk Angus bulls, 
calve March 12th, 40 days) 

Ed Kilmurry (402-925-5068), 65 Blk Homeraised 1st Calf Hfrs, (40-AI  
Bred to Turning Point, calve February 25th; 25 Bred LBW  
Angus, calve March 10th, 21 days) 

Carr Ranch (308-214-0710), 51 Blk 1st Calf Hfrs, 35 - AI Bred to Poss 
 Achievement, calve March 10th; 16 - Bred to LBW Blk Angus,  
calve March 17th, 45 days 

Mark & Terry Smith (Mark-402-649-9751), 45 Red Angus Hfrs, bred Red 
 Angus, calve March 1st, 15 days 

Kevin Hild (402-309-5256), 44 Blk 1st Calf Hfrs, (27 AI Bred to Crossbow 
 Calve March 1st, 13 Bred to Sons of Hickok, calve March 11th, 
20 days) 

V & A Spieker (402-843-8220), 35 Blk Homeraised 1st Calf Hfrs, AI Bred 
 to Angus Bull Turning Point, calve March 10th, 10 days 

Ed Peter (402-340-6683), 30 Blk 1st Calf Hfrs, AI Bred to Effective, calve 
March 1st 

Scott & Shirley Keyes (402-336-7704), 27 Bwf/Rwf 1st Calf Hfrs, Bred to 
 Angus/Hereford, calve March 15th, 65 days 

Carr Ranch (308-214-0710), 15 Homeraised Red Angus 1st Calf Hfrs, AI 
Bred to Convoy, calve March 10th 

Complete Dispersion 
Roland Osborne (402-340-2702), 460 Complete Dispersion (60 Blk 1st  

Calf Hfrs, AI Bred to Rainfall Calve March 10th 50 days); 400 Blk  
Cows (Inc. 50 2nd calvers, 100 3rd & 4th Calvers, 160 5th & 6th  
calvers) Bred Angus or Char, calve March 10th 70 days 

Bred Cows 
Hausmann Ranch (Cody-402-358-0892), 132 50 Blk 2nd & 3rd Calvers; 

82 Blk Solid & Broken Mouth Cows, bred to Connealy Angus  
Bulls, calve March 15th, 60 days 

Wulf Cattle, 46 Blk/Red Solid Mouth Cows, Bred to Limousine, calve March 
30th, 90 days 

Dave Laursen (402-336-7891), 40 Blk Running Age Cows, Bred Angus, 
calve March 10th, 60 days 

Gallagher & Schneider (Dan-402-340-1229), 38 Blk Short term Cows, 
Bred Angus, calve March 15th, 70 days 

Kevin & Lisa Schrunk (402-336-7382), 25 Blk/Red Running Age Cows, 
Bred Blk/Red Angus, calve March 10th, 60 days 

Sobotka Cattle & Hay (Kyle-402-340-0700), 25 Blk/Bwf Broken Mouth,  
Bred Angus or Hereford, calve March 15th, 45 days 

Stewart Hereford (Jay-402-244-5457), 24 Hereford/Hereford Red Angus 
 Running Age Cows, bred to Angus & Hereford bulls, calve Febr 
uary 20th, 60 days 

Alan Estes (402-340-1106), 22 Blk/Bwf 4th Calvers, Bred Angus, calve  
March 10th, 60 days 

Borer Cattle Company (Keith-402-843-8528), 9 Blk 3rd Calvers, AI to SAV 
 Resource, calve March 3rd, cleaunup with Tbone Angus Bulls for 
45 days 

Submitted by Sandy Miller 
 

The Stuart Broncos began their 
boys’ basketball season on Thursday, 
December 3 as they traveled to Nio-

brara to take 
on Niobrara-
Verdigre. 

The Bron-
cos got the 
win in the 
v a r s i t y  
matchup by a 

score of 58-37. 
“I thought as the game went on we 

go stronger and played with more 
confidence. We had a couple of nice 
little runs that our defense and press 
created which widened the gap. Our 
teams seem to be more comfortable in 
our system it shows in the tempo that 
we are starting to play with.” 

SCORING BY QUARTERS 
Stuart — 10 - 16 - 24 - 8 = 58 
N-V — 8 - 6 - 12 - 11 = 37 

Leading Scorers 
Wade Paxton .................................19 
Haden Kaup...................................12 
Ryan Steinhauser.............................8 
Jett Kunz..........................................6 
Schuyler Mustin ..............................6 
Anthony Heiser ...............................5 

Rebounders 
Ryan Steinhauser.............................7 
Haden Kaup.....................................5 

Assists 
Jett Kunz..........................................4 

Steals 
Wade Paxton ...................................6 
Jett Kunz..........................................4 
Haden Kaup.....................................4 

JUNIOR VARSITY GAME 
SCORING BY QUARTERS 

Stuart JV— 14 - 15 = 29 
N-V JV — 3 - 2 = 5 

Leading Scorers 
Schuyler Mustin ..............................8 
Tyson Stracke..................................7 
Ty Thurlow......................................5 
Kyle Steinhauser .............................4 

Rebounders 
Ty Thurlow......................................6 

Assists 
Tyson Stracke..................................2 
Ty Thurlow......................................6 

Steals 
Tyson Stracke..................................5 
Ty Thurlow......................................4 

CENTRAL VALLEY GAMES 
On Friday, December 3 Central 

Valley came to town to take on the 
Broncos and got the win over the 
Bronco Varsity team 55-52. 

“We basically took ourselves out of 
the game in the first half by getting 
down 13 in the first half. We did that 
by losing their shooters and putting 
them at the foul line. I was proud of 
how we responded in the second half 
and made corrections that were hurt-
ing us in the first half.” 

“Our goal was to cut it to six by the 
start of the fourth quarter and we had 
it to four. We had a look at a three at 
end of game to tie but it didn't fall.” 

“I really thought we showed char-
acter by battling back and giving our-
selves a chance to win in the second 
half.” 
Stuart — 14 - 9 - 15 - 14 = 52 
Central Vall. — 20 - 16 - 6 - 13 = 55 

Scorers 
Wade Paxton .................................22 
Anthony Heiser .............................10 
Haden Kaup.....................................9 
Ryan Steinhauser.............................7 

Rebounders 
Haden Kaup.....................................8 
Jett Kunz..........................................7 
Ryan Steinhauser.............................6 

Steals 
Wade Paxton ...................................2 
Jett Kunz..........................................2 
Haden Kaup.....................................2 

JUNIOR VARSITY GAME 
SCORING BY QUARTERS 

Stuart JV— 4 - 13 = 17 
Cent. Val. JV — 6 - 9 = 15 

Leading Scorers 
Schuyler Mustin ..............................8 
Tory Thurlow ..................................4 
Tyson Stracke..................................3 

Rebounders 
Schuyler Mustin ..............................5 
Tory Thurlow ..................................3 
Ty Thurlow......................................3 

Steals 
Schulyer Mustin ..............................3

Broncos take to the hard 
court in season openers

By Coach Greg Dostal 
 
The West Holt Junior High girls’ 

basketball teams kept busy last week 
with three games.  

Monday the Huskies traveled to 
Burwell to take on the Longhorns.  

The seventh graders raised their 
record to 5-0 with a 23-19 win. 

Ava Hoffman scored nine points 
and had nine rebounds.  

Monica Chavez had five points fol-
lowed by Taylor Walnofer and Pavan 
Larson with four points apiece. 

The eighth graders lost 30-24.  
Ainsley Galyen led six different 

Huskies in scoring with seven points.  
Makenna Schaaf followed with six 

points and Abby Davis had four 
points. 

Makenna Schaaf pulled down six 
rebounds followed by Abby Davis 
and Avery Nemetz each with five re-
bounds. 

STUART GAME 
Tuesday the seventh graders trav-

eled to Stuart. Because of Stuart’s low 
number of players only the seventh 
graders played. 

The Broncos came out on top 17-
14.   

Taylor Peek and Taylor Walnofer 
each had four points followed by 
Monica Chavez, Ava Hoffman, and 
Adrianna Mincer each with two 
points. 

Ava Hoffman led the rebounding 
with four boards. Monica Chavez, 
Pavan Larson, and Anel Monasterio 
each pulled down three rebounds. 

AINSWORTH GAME 
Thursday the Ainsworth Bulldogs 

came to town and because of low 
numbers, only an eighth grade game 
was played. The Huskies took control 
early and won 54-6. 

All six of the players suited up 
scored. Abby Davis and Makenna 
Schaaf both were in double figures 
with 16 and 13 points respectively.  

Others scoring were Kim Wett-
laufer and Ainsley Galyen each with 
nine, Avery Nemetz with five and 
Lily Vogel with two points. 

“The girls continue to work hard in 
practice and show improvement in 
each and every game. With two 
weeks left in the season, we hope we 
can play all five of our scheduled 
games.”

Ainsley Galyen and #13 Lily Vogel against Ainsworth

Junior High Lady Huskies keep busy schedule
#5 Taylor Walnofer, #30 Morgan Schaaf, #42 Madison 
Kratz, and #3 Taylor Peek against Burwell.

#14 Ainsley Galyen vs. Ainsworth

January 31 - DUE: End of Year 
Treasurer Report and Financial Plan 
Report in County Office 

February 2 - Private Pesticide 
Training; Pre-registration required; 
1:30 p.m.; Lutheran Church, 
Ainsworth 

February 3 - Private Pesticide 
Training; Pre-registration required; 
1:30 p.m.; Our Savior’s Lutheran 
Church, Spencer 

February 6 - Holt County 4-H Quilt 
of Valor Workshop Day 2, 9:00 a.m. 
to 3:00 p.m., FCC Solid Rock Build-
ing 

Calendar
Extension

Dr. Dipti Dev and a team of Ne-
braska Extension Educators from the 
University of Nebraska have launched 
a new website: EAT Family Style @ 
Home! The site is now live and 
houses fun, easy-to-follow videos and 
resources for parents and families—
helping everyone create memorable 
mealtimes.  

Currently, families are spending 
more time at home and creating 
healthy mealtime environments has 
never been more important. There are 
many benefits of family meals; they 
include the development of positive 
eating habits, creation of stronger par-
ent-child bonds, and better school per-
formance.  

Explore the website below to learn 
how to:  

• Make mealtimes positive and en-
joyable  

• Involve kids in the kitchen  
• Engage in lively and pleasant 

conversations around the table  
• Cook easy, homemade family 

recipes  
• Help your family cope through 

additional resources  
Check out the EAT Family Style at 

Home website and create memorable 
mealtimes with your family: 
https://cehs.unl.edu/cyaf/eat-family-
style-at-home/ 

Tool for families: 
EAT Family Style

• On Dec. 23, 1620, one week after the
Mayflower arrived at Plymouth harbor
in present-day Massachusetts, con-
struction of the first permanent Europe-
an settlement in New England begins.
The term “Pilgrim” was derived from
a manuscript in which Gov. Bradford
spoke of the “saints” who traveled to
the New World as “pilgrimes.”

• On Dec. 22, 1808, Ludwig van Bee-
thoven’s Symphony No. 5 in C Minor,
Op. 67 made its world premiere. The
Fifth Symphony is instantly recogniz-
able by its powerful four-note opening
motif — three short Gs followed by a
long E-flat.

Youth aged 14-19 interested in beef 
are invited to register for a statewide 
Youth Master of Beef Advocacy 
Learning Cohort by Dec. 14 at 5 p.m. 
CST.  

The statewide learning cohort will 
provide tools and resources for being 
a beef advocate, work as a group to be-
come a strong ambassador for the beef 
community and gain knowledge about 
beef and raising cattle from Dec.16 
through Jan. 6.  

The group will meet initially on 
Dec. 16 to introduce the program, get 
to know their cohort and learn more 
about the beef industry as a whole. 
Youth will work to complete the Mas-
ters of Beef Advocacy program online 
through National Cattlemen’s Beef 
Association, which has been com-
pleted by 15,000 members of the beef 
community.  

The five online lessons address en-
vironmental sustainability, beef nutri-
tion, animal welfare and beef safety 
while taking advocates through the 
beef lifecycle, from pasture to plate. In 
addition to completing the five-lesson 
online program, youth will have the 
opportunity to continue discussion 
with their cohort through a series of 
discussion boards, additional learning 

resources and activities to help put 
what they learn into action. Youth will 
then attend a virtual celebration webi-
nar on Jan. 6 to mark their completion 
of the program, learn more about beef 
in Nebraska and discuss careers in the 
beef industry.  

Register for the Masters of Beef Ad-
vocacy Learning Cohort at: 
https://ssp.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_
1S70H6JR0ZGAz8p 

Once registered, you will receive 
login information for Zoom sessions 
and the program site.  

Full Agenda for the learning cohort:  
• Dec. 16, 6:30 p.m.: Zoom Program 

Kickoff  
• Dec. 16-Jan. 6: Program will be 

open and available for students to 
complete their training. During this 
time additional information, activities, 
and discussion prompts will be added 
to the Microsoft teams page for the co-
hort to interact with.  

• Jan. 6, 6:30 p.m.: Zoom Program 
Wrap Up  

Zoom meetings will be recorded 
and distributed to those registered if 
unable to attend the live meeting. For 
additional questions, contact Brianna 
Buseman, youth meat extension edu-
cator, at brianna.buseman@unl.edu 

Youth Masters of Beef Advocacy 
learning cohort registration due 
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Proceedings
Holt County Board of  Supervisors

JM Collision
Center

“QUALITY COMES FIRST”

• PAINTING • GLASSREPAIR
• REPLACEMENT • CARWASH

JERRY and SUSAN MYERS
402-924-0900
402-340-5498
508 E. 1st Street

P.O. Box 185 • Stuart, NE 68780

NOWOFFERING

PAINTLESS
DENTREPAIR

Schrunk Well Services
Offers Drilling of Livestock and Domestic Wells
Installs and Repairs all types of Pumping Needs

• Submersible Pumps          • Windmill Wells         • Jet Pumps
•Constant Pressure Systems                               • Solar Panels

•State Licensed and Insured
Call Harlan Schrunk - 402-925-5957 • 340-1798

402.9225.2259999
Bryan Slaymaker

Atkinson, NE 110 E. State St. 
Downtown Atkinson

OFFICE HOURS

8:00 -5:00
8:00 -12:00

DR. JEROD GALL

Family Chiropractic 

Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs. 
8:00 - 5:00

Fri. 8:00 - 12:00

NORTHEAST GRINDING, LLC
Patrick Hoesing

87799 564th Ave • Hartington, NE 
402-640-6160

Custom Hay Grinding
Contact Patrick Hoesing

402-640-6160

Great  Plains
Small  Engine

Great  Plains
Small  Engine

Great  Plains
Small  Engine

Great  Plains
Small  Engine

Great  Plains
Small  Engine

Great  Plains
Small  Engine

512 E. 2nd St. ─ Atkinson, NE 68713
Phone: (402) 925-5006

Cell: (402) 340-5604

PARTS ─ SALES ─ SERVICE

Santa is checking his list   
and so are we here at 

The Atkinson Graphic! 
Our Christmas Greeting Ads 

will be printed in the 
December 24th issue. 

If you are interested in printing 
a greeting ad, give us a call 

at 402-925-5411 
or email us at: 

advertising@atkinsongraphic.com

District #239 Proceedings
West Holt Public Schools

Thursday, December 3, 2020 
A special meeting of the Board of 

Education of West Holt Public 
Schools, District #239, was held on 
Thursday, December 3, 2020, in the 
Board Meeting Room. Meeting 
opened at 7:04 a.m. by President Je-
linek. A complete copy of the Open 
Meetings Act was posted inside the 
meeting room, and a copy of all ma-
terials provided to the board was 
made available to the public in a 
folder. 

Notice of the meeting was given in 
advance thereof by publication in The 
Atkinson Graphic on November 26, 
2020, as shown by the Affidavit of 
Publication attached to these minutes. 
Notice of the meeting was simultane-
ously sent to all members and a copy 
of their acknowledgment and receipt 
of notice and agenda is attached to 
these minutes. Availability of the 
agenda was communicated in the ad-
vance notice as is the notice to the 
members of this meeting. All pro-
ceedings hereafter shown were taken 
while the convened meeting was 

opened to the attendance of the pub-
lic. The agenda for the meeting is at-
tached and incorporated into these 
minutes. 

Roll call was taken with the fol-
lowing members present: Kelly Je-
linek, Susan Judge, Nick Konrad, 
Brian Mlady, and Scott Gotschall. 
Mike Fredrick was absent. Also pres-
ent were Paul Pistulka, Tracy Larson, 
Kevin Young and Kori Stanosek of 
NASB. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was re-
cited. 

Discussion was held on the strate-
gic planning process for the district.  
A timeline was created and explana-
tion was given to the two phases of 
the process. 

Moved by Mrs. Judge, seconded by 
Mr. Jelinek to adjourn the meeting at 
8:37a.m. Roll call vote: 5 ayes, 0 
nays. Fredrick Absent. Motion car-
ried.   

The next regular meeting will be 
Monday, December 14, 2020, at 7:00 
p.m.  

Brian Mlady, Secretary 

November 30, 2020 
O’Neill, Nebraska 

The Holt County Board of Super-
visors met as a Board of Equalization 
with all members present. County As-
sessor Tim Wallinger, County Treas-
urer Connie Krotter and County Clerk 
Cathy Pavel were also in attendance.  
This meeting publicized pursuant to 
Section 84-1411 R.R.S. 1943. Notice 
of meeting given in advance thereof 
by publication in paper as shown by 
Affidavit of Publication on November 
19, 2020 in the Holt County Inde-
pendent. 

Chairman Boshart convened the 
meeting at 9:30 a.m. with the flag 
salute. 

Motion by Butterfield, 2nd by Pax-
ton, to approve the minutes of the No-
vember 16, 2020 meeting as printed.  
Voting Aye: Paxton, Frahm, Tielke, 
Treptow, Snyder, Butterfield and 
Boshart. Voting Nay: None. Motion 
carried. 

Chairman Boshart convened a pub-
lic hearing at 9:30 a.m. to receive pub-
lic comment on the Motor Vehicle 
Tax Exemption Application on file 
for: Building Blocks for Community 
Enrichment on a 2018 Chevrolet Mal-
ibu; O’Neill Assembly of God Church 
on a 1995 Ford Club Wagon; St. 
Joseph’s Catholic Church on a 2019 
Jeep Cherokee. No one appeared to 
comment. 

Motion by Butterfield, 2nd by Pax-
ton, to approve the tax list corrections 
#20-025 through #20-028 as submit-
ted by the Assessor. Voting Aye: 
Frahm, Tielke, Treptow, Snyder, But-
terfield, Paxton and Boshart. Voting 
Nay: None. Motion carried. 

Motion by Tielke, 2nd by Frahm, 
to adjourn from public hearing at 9:37 
A.M. and return to regular session.  
Voting Aye: Tielke, Treptow, Snyder, 
Butterfield, Paxton, Frahm and 
Boshart. Voting Nay: None. Motion 
carried. 

Motion by Tielke, 2nd by Paxton, 
to approve the Motor Vehicle Tax Ex-
emption Application on file for: 
Building Blocks for Community En-
richment on a 2018 Chevrolet Malibu; 
O’Neill Assembly of God Church on 
a 1995 Ford Club Wagon; St. 
Joseph’s Catholic Church on a 2019 
Jeep Cherokee. Voting Aye: Treptow, 
Snyder, Butterfield, Paxton, Frahm, 
Tielke and Boshart. Voting Nay: 
None. Motion carried. 

Chairman Boshart adjourned the 
meeting at 9:38 a.m. 

Steve Boshart, Chairman 
Cathy Pavel, Clerk 

November 30, 2020 
O’Neill, Nebraska 

The Holt County Board of Super-
visors met in regular session as per 

adjournment with all members pres-
ent. This meeting publicized pursuant 
to Section 84-1411 R.R.S. 1943. No-
tice of meeting given in advance 
thereof by publication in paper as 
shown by Affidavit of Publication on 
November 19, 2020 in the Holt 
County Independent. 

Chairman Tielke convened the 
meeting at 9:45 a.m. and informed the 
public of the location of the Open 
Meeting Poster. 

Motion by Frahm, 2nd by Snyder, 
to approve the minutes of the Novem-
ber 16, 2020 meeting as printed. Vot-
ing Aye: Treptow, Snyder, 
Butterfield, Boshart, Paxton, Frahm 
and Tielke. Voting Nay: None. Mo-
tion carried. 

The Board reviewed claims on file. 
Motion by Frahm, 2nd by Paxton, 

to accept with regrets, the resignation 
from Connie Krotter as Holt County 
Treasurer effective January 15, 2021.  
Voting Aye: Snyder, Butterfield, 
Boshart, Paxton, Frahm, Treptow and 
Tielke. Voting Nay: None. Motion 
carried. 

9:50 a.m. being the time advertised 
time was allowed for public comment. 
No one appeared to comment. 

County Attorney Brent Kelly was 
present to discuss with the Board the 
issue of trees in the road ditch and a 
township board possible Open Meet-
ing Law violation. 

Correspondence was reviewed.    
Motion by Frahm, 2nd by Butter-

field, to void check #20110002 for 
$2,849.50 to Advanced Cleaning 
Services due to an incorrect amount.  
Voting Aye: Butterfield, Boshart, 
Paxton, Frahm, Treptow, Snyder and 
Tielke. Voting Nay: None. Motion 
carried. 

Motion by Butterfield, 2nd by 
Boshart, to designate The Atkinson 
Graphic as the legal newspaper with 
KBRX as the alternate in case of an 
emergency and the Holt County web-
site www.co.holtne.us as another 
method of notice of meetings. Voting 
Aye: Boshart, Paxton, Frahm, Trep-
tow, Snyder, Butterfield and Tielke.  
Voting Nay: None. Motion carried. 

Motion by Butterfield, 2nd by Pax-
ton, to approve the County Board 
Meeting Schedule for 2021 as pre-
sented. Voting Aye: Paxton, Frahm, 
Treptow, Snyder, Butterfield, Boshart 
and Tielke. Voting Nay: None.  Mo-
tion carried. 

RESOLUTION #2020-37 
OF THE HOLT COUNTY 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
Whereas: State of Nebraska 

Statutes, sections 39-2302, and 39-
2501 through 39-2505 details the re-
quirements that must be met in order 
for the county to qualify for an annual 

Incentive Payment; and 
Whereas: The State of Nebraska 

Department of Transportation 
(NDOT) requires that each county 
must annually certify (by December 
31st of each year) the appointment of 
the County Highway Superintendent 
to the NDOT using the Year-End Cer-
tification of County Highway Super-
intendent; and 

Whereas: The NDOT requires that 
such certification shall also include a 
copy of the meeting minutes showing 
the appointment of the County High-
way Superintendent by their name as 
it appears on their License (if applica-
ble), their License Number and Class 
of License (if applicable), the type of 
appointment, i.e., employed or under 
contract (consultant, or interlocal 
agreement with another county and/or 
incorporated municipality), and the 
beginning date of the appointment; 
and 

Whereas: The NDOT also requires 
that such Year-End Certification of 
County Highway Superintendent 
form shall be signed by the County 
Board Chairperson and shall include 
a copy of a resolution of the County 
Board authorizing the signing of the 
Year-End Certification of County 
Highway Superintendent form by the 
County Board Chairperson. 

Be it resolved that the County 
Board Chairperson of Holt County is 
hereby authorized to sign the attached 
Year-End Certification of County 
Highway Superintendent form. 

The foregoing resolution was in-
troduced by Supervisor Paxton, who 
moved its adoption. Supervisor 
Frahm seconded the motion. Voting 
Aye: Frahm, Treptow, Snyder, But-
terfield, Boshart, Paxton and Tielke.  
Voting Nay: None. Motion carried. 

On March 31, 2020 bids were re-
ceived from the state bid process on 2 
new motor graders from NMC Cat 
with delivery approximately in Sep-
tember 2020. They were delivered the 
week of November 23, 2020.  

Motion by Paxton, 2nd by Boshart, 
to accept the lease purchase option 
plan for a 2020 15A AWD Motor 
grader for District #2 through Cater-
pillar Financial Services Corporation 

with first payment due one year after 
delivery date. Voting Aye: Treptow, 
Snyder, Butterfield, Boshart, Paxton, 
Frahm and Tielke. Voting Nay: None.  
Motion carried. 

Motion by Frahm, 2nd by Treptow, 
to accept the lease purchase option 
plan for a 2020 15A AWD Motor 
grader for District #5 through Cater-
pillar Financial Services Corporation 
with first payment due one year after 
delivery date. Voting Aye: Snyder, 
Butterfield, Boshart, Paxton, Frahm, 
Treptow and Tielke. Voting Nay: 
None. Motion carried. 

Gary Connot Road Superintendent 
presented his Department Activity 
Report. 

Motion by Frahm, 2nd by Snyder, 
to approve the following claims.  Vot-
ing Aye: Butterfield, Boshart, Paxton, 
Frahm, Treptow, Snyder and Tielke.  
Voting Nay: None.  Motion carried. 

General Fund Payroll Total:  
$198,905.44  

Road Fund Payroll Total:  
$139,964.99 

Law Enforcement Contract 
Fund Payroll Total:  $513.87 

Payroll Expenses:  $132,797.19 
— Internal Revenue, Payroll Tax, 
76800.03; Nebraska Department of 
Revenue, Payroll Tax, 11737.25; 
Meritain Health, Insurance, 2700.00;  
Nebraska Child Support Payment, 
Wage Assignment, 1118.65; William 
Seretta, Reimburse garnishment 
deduct, 127.52; Credit Bureau Serv-
ices, Wage Assignment, 140.96; 
Ameritas, Retirement, 36268.36; 
AFLAC, Insurance, 2711.80; Liberty 
Insurance, Insurance, 424.19; Ameri-
tas Insurance, Insurance, 652.88; Ap-
peara, Uniform, 115.55 

Road Fund Claim Total:  $717.60 
— Michael Hespe, Mileage, 717.60 

General Fund Claim Total:  
$9,048.78 — Advanced Cleaning 
Services, Contract Labor, 1424.75; 
General Election, Poll Workers, 
7624.03 

Chairman Tielke adjourned the 
meeting at 12:13 p.m. until December 
16, 2020 at 9:45 a.m. 

William J. Tielke, Chairman 
Cathy Pavel, Clerk 

The city council of the City of 
Atkinson met in special session at the 
Community Center on November 23, 
2020 at 7:30 p.m. Present: Mayor 
Corkle. Council members: Krysl,  
Lech, Osborne, Shane. Absent: Dock-
ter, Seger.   

Notice of the meeting was given in 
advance by posting notice, and notice 
of the meeting was given to the 
Mayor and all members of the council 
prior to the meeting. Public was in-
formed of the location of the Open 
Meetings Act poster in the meeting 
room. 

Osborne/Shane to approve the No-
vember 2nd minutes. RCV: All Ayes.  

Carried. 
Council inspected and discussed 

the community center flooring proj-
ect. Attorney Sholes will be contact-
ing Eric Freeman, contractor on the 
repair/clean-up in regards to the floor-
ing project and the payment for the 
subcontractors. Tabled to the Decem-
ber meeting. 

Krysl/Shane to adjourn at 8:25 p.m.  
RCV: All Ayes. Carried. 

-s-Nancy Kopejtka 
Clerk-Treasurer 

Proceedings
City of  Atkinson

Appliance Service
EERIK’S

608 N. Sherrill
Just West of Subway
Right Along Highway 20

Still providing the same services
. . . now in a larger facility!!

• Servicing all makes
of major appliances

• Carry-in service and in-home service
• Installation of new & used appliances
• Used appliances for sale
• Repair and Replacement of

electric & gas water heaters
We’ve got a large parts
inventory on hand!

As close as your phone!
925-557887

ErikOlson•Atkinson, NE

Gift Cards available at most local businesses. 
Support your Community this Christmas!

Nebraska Extension will hold a se-
ries of virtual landlord-tenant cash 
rent workshops in lieu of in-person 
meetings that were scheduled across 
the state through February. They will 
be geared toward current and future 
landlords and tenants and will cover 
current trends in cash rental rates and 
land values, lease provisions, crop 
and grazing land considerations and 
current university crop budget infor-
mation.  

The workshops, titled Ag Land 
Leasing, Budgeting and Management 
for 2021, will be led by extension 
land specialists Allan Vyhnalek, 
Austin Duerfeldt, Glennis McClure 
and Jim Jansen, who conduct re-
search and outreach in land manage-
ment, crop budgets, farm and ranch 
succession, communication and ne-
gotiations. They will address com-
mon agricultural landlord and tenant 
topics, including equitable rental 
rates, managing and adjusting farm-
land leases, landlord-tenant commu-
nication, pasture leasing and other 
land management considerations.   

Three of the workshops will be in-
tended for audiences in specific re-
gions of the state. A virtual meeting 
that was previously slated to be held 
for landlords and tenants in Lancaster 
County will continue as scheduled.  

Following the landlord-tenant 
workshop on each date, an agricul-
tural budgeting workshop will be held 
from 1:30 to 3:00 p.m. Information 
will be presented on using University 
of Nebraska-Lincoln crop budgets to 
calculate cost of production. The new 
online Agricultural Budget Calcula-

tor program will also be demon-
strated. These workshops will be con-
ducted on the same meeting link as 
the morning session.   

Paper copies of the program cur-
riculum will be mailed to participants 
who provide their address during reg-
istration, which should be completed 
at least one week prior to the work-
shop to ensure receipt by the time of 
the workshop.  

Workshop schedule:  
• Lancaster County (previously 

scheduled) — Dec. 14: landlord-ten-
ant cash rent workshop, 9:00 a.m. to 
11:30 a.m. CST; crop budgeting 
workshop, 1:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
CST.   

• Panhandle Region — Jan. 7: 
landlord-tenant cash rent workshop, 
9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. MST; crop 
budgeting workshop, 1:30 p.m. to 
3:00 p.m. MST.  

• Central Region — Feb. 4: land-
lord-tenant cash rent workshop, 9:00 
a.m. to 11:30 a.m. CST; crop budget-
ing workshop, 1:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
CST.  

• Eastern Region — Feb. 25: land-
lord-tenant cash rent workshop, 9:00 
a.m. to 11:30 a.m. CST; crop budget-
ing workshop, 1:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
CST.  

The workshops are free to attend 
and will be held via Zoom (except for 
the Dec. 14 Lancaster County meet-
ing, which will be streamed live on 
YouTube). Registration is required at 
farm.unl.edu/manage21, and partici-
pants will receive the Zoom link upon 
registering. 

Extension landlord-tenant cash 
rent workshops reset as virtual 



NOTICE 
IN THE COUNTY COURT OF 
HOLT COUNTY, NEBRASKA 

Estate of 
BEATRICE M. SHALD, Deceased 

Estate No. PR20-51 
Notice is hereby given that on No-

vember 19, 2020, in the County Court 
of Holt County, Nebraska, the Regis-
trar issued a written statement of  In-
formal Probate of the Will of said 
Decedent and that John J. Shald of 
89249 468th Ave., Stuart, NE 68780 
was informally appointed by the Reg-
istrar as Personal Representative of 
the Estate. 

Creditors of this Estate must file 
their claims with this Court on or be-
fore January 26, 2021 or be forever 
barred. 

-s- Laura Reynoldson -Seal- 
Address of County Court: 

County Court of Holt County 
204 N. 4th Street 

O’Neill, NE 68763 
Boyd W. Strope (Bar I.D. #16057) 
Strope & Gotschall PC, LLO 
125 North 4th Street 
P.O. Box 858 O’Neill, NE 68763 
Tel: (402) 336-2277 
Fax: (402) 336-2294 
Publ. Nov. 26, 
   Dec. 3, and 10, 2020 48-3 ZNEZ 

 
BRENT KELLY LAW 

BRENT M. KELLY 
P.O. BOX 910 

47640 E. Hwy 20, SUITE 1 
ATKINSON, NEBRASKA 68713 

(402) 925-2268 
NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
PEGASUS, LLC, A Nebraska Lim-
ited Liability Company, is organized 
under the laws of the State of Ne-
braska, with its registered office at 
1105 N. Madison St., Atkinson, NE 
68713. The general nature of its busi-
ness is to engage in and to do any law-
ful act concerning any and all lawful 
business, other than banking or insur-
ance, for which a limited liability 
company may be organized under the 
laws of Nebraska; and for all other 
purposes authorized by law, to the 
same extent as natural persons might 
or could do. The limited liability com-
pany was formed on November 16, 
2020 and has perpetual existence. Its 
affairs shall be conducted by the 
Members pursuant to the Operating 
Agreement duly adopted by the Com-
pany. 

BRENT M. KELLY 
Attorney for Members 

Brent Kelly Law  
P.O. Box 910 

47640 E. Hwy 20 Ste. #1 
Atkinson, Nebraska 68713 

(402) 925-2268 
Brent@bmklaw.org 

Publ. Nov. 26, Dec. 3, and 10, 2020
48-3 ZNEZ 

 
NOTICE OF MEETING 

STUART PUBLIC SCHOOL 
BOARD of EDUCATION 

Notice is hereby given that a REG-
ULAR meeting of the Stuart Public 
School Board of Education, Stuart, 
Nebraska, will be held at 8:00 p.m., 
on December 14, 2020, at the school. 
The meeting will be open to the pub-
lic. An agenda for such meeting is 
available for inspection in the Super-
intendent's Office. 
Publ. Dec. 10, 2020 50-1 ZNEZ 

 
 NOTICE OF  

PUBLIC MEETINGS 
OF HOLT COUNTY 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
AND HOLT COUNTY 

BOARD OF EQUALIZATION 
Notice is hereby given that meet-

ings of the Holt County Board of Su-
pervisors and Holt County Board of 
Equalization will be held on Decem-
ber 16, 2020 in the County Board 
Meeting Room of the Holt County 
Courthouse in O'Neill, Nebraska. The 
County Board of Equalization meet-
ing will begin at 9:30 a.m. The Su-
pervisors meeting will begin at 9:45 
a.m. Both meetings are open to the 
public. Agendas for such meetings are 
kept continuously current and are 
available for public inspection at the 
office of the County Clerk in the Holt 
County courthouse, O'Neill, Ne-
braska. 

-s-Cathy Pavel 
Holt County Clerk 

Publ. Dec. 10, 2020 50-1 ZNEZ 
 

NOTICE TO 
DOG OWNERS 

Atkinson Dog Licenses for 2021 
are due now and payable at the Atkin-
son City Office. Please bring proof of 
rabies shots when purchasing your li-
cense. All dogs are to be licensed and 
either tied up or fenced in. Any dog 
running at large will be impounded 
and disposed of after five (5) days. 
The owner will be charged a $20 im-
pound fee plus boarding fees to be 
paid at the City office. License fees 
are $6.25 for a new dog or renewal by 
January 31st; after January 31st, re-
newal licenses are $11.25.   

Tim Larby 
Chief of Police 

Publ. Dec. 10, 2020 and  
   January 14, 2021 50-1, 2-1 ZNEZ 

REMINDER:  CITY  
REGISTRATION REQUIRED 

FOR ATV’S 
Registration is required for all-ter-

rain or utility vehicles operated on the 
streets and highways within the cor-
porate limits of the City of Atkinson.  
The registration must be displayed on 
the rear of the ATV while in operation 
in the city. 

Requirements for registration in-
clude inspection of the ATV by an 
Atkinson police officer showing it is 
equipped with headlights, taillights, 
brake lights, an OEM muffler; and a 
federally approved bicycle safety flag 
which extends not less than five (5) 
feet above ground attached to the rear 
of such vehicle. The bicycle safety 
flag shall be triangular in shape with 
an area of not less than 30 square 
inches and shall be Day-Glo in color.   

To register your ATV, stop in at the 
City office at 104 S. Main, Monday 
through Friday, Noon to 5:00 p.m., 
with your ATV for inspection, proof 
of liability insurance coverage, and 
payment of $10.00 for the annual reg-
istration fee.   
Publ. Dec. 10, 2020 and  
   January 14, 2021 50-1, 2-1 ZNEZ 
 
GALYEN BOETTCHER BAIER 

PC, LLO 
NOTICE IN THE 

COUNTY COURT OF 
HOLT COUNTY, NEBRASKA 

Estate of CARLOS C. TRUJILLO, 
DECEASED 

Estate No. PR 20-56 
Notice is hereby given that on De-

cember 8, 2020, in the County Court 
of Holt County, Nebraska, the Regis-
trar issued a written statement of In-
formal Probate of the Will of said 
Decedent and that Enedina C. Bock, 
whose address is 401 Maple Street, 
P.O. Box 115, Stuart, Nebraska 
68780, was informally appointed by 
the Registrar as Personal Representa-
tive of the Estate. Creditors of this Es-
tate must file their claims with this 
Court on or before February 10, 2021, 
or be forever barred.  

-s-Laura Reynoldson (Seal) 
Clerk of the County Court 
Address of County Court: 

204 N. 4th Street 
O’Neill, Nebraska 68763 

Ashley D. Boettcher 
Bar Number: 23550 
Galyen Boettcher Baier PC, LLO 
Post Office Box 228 
O’Neill, Nebraska 68763 
(402) 336-2141 
E-mail:ashley @gbblawgroup.com 
Publ. Dec. 10, 17, and 24, 2020

50-3 ZNEZ 

STATEWIDES 
ATTENTION ADVERTISERS! For 
$225/25 word classified you can ad-
vertise in over 150 Nebraska news-
papers. For more information contact 
your local newspaper or call 1-800-
369-2850. 

APPLYING FOR Social Security Dis-
ability or Appealing a Denied Claim? 
Call Bill Gordon & Assoc., Our case 
managers simplify the process & 
work hard to help with your case. Call 
1-866-818-0868. Free Consultation. 
Local Attorneys Nationwide [Mail: 
2420 N St. NW, Washington DC. Of-
fice: Broward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar). 

DIAGNOSED WITH Lung Cancer? 
You may qualify for a substantial 
cash award - even with smoking his-
tory. No obligation! We’ve recovered 
millions. Let us help!! Call 24/7, 855-
795-0956. 

NEBRASKA PROFITABLE essential 
businesses for sale by Owner. Vari-
ous sizes, types, terms. Some with 
owner financing. Priced from $100k 
to $15 million. bizsale.com/1-800-
617-4204. 

ENJOY 100% guaranteed, delivered 
to-the-door Omaha Steaks! Get 4 
Free Pork Chops and 4 Free Chicken 
Breasts. Order The Omaha Steaks 
Classic - Only $129.99. Call 1-855-
993-6208, mention code 66762AVC 
or visit www.OmahaSteaks.com/din-
ner43. 

PITTMAN & DAVIS. Mixed-fruit med-
ley for the Holidays! Give the gift of 
Winter Sunshine! 6 Rio Ruby Red 
Gems. 4 Tiny Tim Navels. 6 Mini Fuji 
Apples. Call Now and Save 33% off. 
Pay just $19.99. Free Shipping! Call 
1-888-461-1368 to order item MXSP 
and mention code PNVH-E167 for 
savings or visit pittmandavis. 
com/ME167. 

AMAZING ORANGE gift for the Holi-
days. Delicious oranges fresh from 
the grove! Four favorite varieties. 
High in Vitamin C. December holiday 
delivery. Save 43%! Just $19.99 (plus 
s/h). Call 1-888-660-2316 to order 
item 496X and mention code HNVH-
N191 for savings or visit www.Hale-
Groves.com/halegroves.com/MN191. 

UP TO $15,000.00 of Guaranteed 
Life Insurance! No medical exam or 
health questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other final expenses. Call 
Physicians Life Insurance Company, 
866-982-2256 or visit www. 
Life55plus.info/ne 

HIGH-SPEED Internet. We instantly 
compare speed, pricing, availability to 
find the best service for your needs. 
Starting at $39.99/month! Quickly 
compare offers from top providers. 
Call 1-888-326-3360. 

CARDS OF THANKS 
CARD OF THANKS 

The family of Gerald “Sprockets” 
O’Connell would like to thank every-
one for the love and support shown to 
us during the loss of our loved one. 
We appreciate the cards, food, gifts, 
flowers, plants, and memorial gifts.  

Thank you to the pallbearers, hon-
orary pallbearers, the American Le-
gion Post #86, the Legion Riders, 
Pastor Wayne Owens, and Leo Seger 
and Darrel Leisy at Seger Funeral 
Home. Thank you to the combined ef-
forts of the Legion Auxiliary and 
United Methodist women for provid-
ing lunch.  

A special thank you goes out to Dr. 
Ryan Banks, Dr. Mary Villaneuva, 
Dr. Bryan Neilsen and all the nurses, 
physical therapists and staff members 
at Avera St. Anthony’s Hospital.  

Sprockets will be missed forever, 
but we know that he will live in the 
hearts of all who loved him and share 
our grief at this difficult time.  

Bonny O’Connell 
Chris & Pam Winer 

Perry Winer 
Miley Winer 

Ashley Belmer 
 

CARD OF THANKS 
My thanks to everyone - starting 

with Kruz Jelinek for answering my 
call for help - I dream I still hear him 
calling to his dad to hurry up! Thanks 
to all the responders. West Holt Hos-
pital staff was so kind. Thanks to 
those that went on to Faith Regional 
hospital. It was a long ride in the mid-
dle of the night. Thanks Loretta 
Daniels for going along. We are so 
fortunate to have such good hospitals 
and caring people so close. I couldn’t 
have made it this far without the sup-
port and help from my family at the 
hospital and at home. Even rearrang-
ing my cupboards so I could reach 
things and get going again. Thanks 
for my personal mail lady - sure is 
nice! A special thanks to “Chef’ for 
the delicious Thanksgiving meal, oh 
so great! May everyone have a 
Blessed Holiday Season. 

Margaret Henning 
 

CARD OF THANKS 
Thank you so much to Jacob Os-

borne for nominating me for the 
"Great Gifts of Gratitude" at Great 
Western Bank in Atkinson. I was ex-
tremely grateful for this honor, what a 
dear neighbor and family friend.  
Thank you to Great Western Bank for 
the Beautiful Porch sign and the bas-
ket of goodies and certificates. The 
Sunshine girls and myself are forever 
grateful. We live in such a caring 
community and I am so thankful that 
I live here. God Bless you ALL. 

Sandy Schrunk 

NOTICE 

CLASSIFIEDS PLACED HERE get 
circulated throughout northeast Ne-
braska in Crofton, Niobrara, Plain-
view, and Wakefield at no additional 
charge! Get more for your money! 
Email you ad to: advertising@atkin-
songraphic.com or call 402-925-
5411. TFC 

WINDOWS 

CUSTOM BUILT WINDOWS for 
older homes – office extensions – 
double-hung, sliders, bay and bow 
windows. We Install! Please call 
Therm-O-Loc Windows today, for a 
free in-home demonstration and esti-
mate. 605-770-7677. TFC 

HELP WANTED 

HELP WANTED - Feed Mill Help 
wanted at Anson's Feed & Trucking. 
Must be able to lift 50+ lbs. CDL is a 
plus but not required. No experience 
necessary-on the job training. If in-
terested please apply at the store at 
416 S. Sandy Lane. Questions call 
Jacque at 402-925-5105 A45-TFC 

HELP WANTED - Holt County is 
seeking applicants to serve as Holt 
County Treasurer. Applications will be 
accepted until December 29, 2020. In-
terested persons should submit a re-
sume to the Holt County Clerk, P.O. 
Box 329, O’Neill, NE 68763. Phone 
402-336-1762. A50-3Tb 

HELP WANTED - West Holt Medical 
Services is currently seeking a Full 
Time Nutritional Services Assistant to 
prepare and serve quality nutritious 
meals to patients, employees and vis-
itors. For more information or to apply 
please visit www.westholtmed.org/ca-
reers. A50-4Tb 
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Everyone Reads the Want Ads!
ATKINSON GRAPHIC CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 

CALL FOR YOUR AD TODAY -- 402-925-5411
or EMAIL -- advertising@atkinsongraphic.com

Want Ads .....$5.00 (First 30 words + 10¢ word after)
Card of Thanks .............................by inch $5.00 min., 
.............................................¼ in. increments beyond

IT’S CHEAPER TO PAY IN ADVANCE!
There will be a $5 billing charge if your bill is

less than $10 and a statement needs to be sent.

Ainsworth 
Vision Clinic, P.C.

Evan C. Evans, O.D.
Cathe Hinrichs, O.C.

305. N. Main~Ainsworth
1-402-387-1531

Mon. - Fri. - 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
1-800-926-6911

ERNIE’S BODY SHOP INC.
ATKINSON

Complete Body & Glass Work
Painting

Frame Straightening
Windshield Chip Repair
Wrecker Service

402-925-2997
NIGHTS - 402-720-6240

24 Hour On the Farm Service
Farm •  Auto • Truck Tires  
Alignments • Oil Changes

Phone 402-925-5633
After Hours Service, John 402-340-5665

Jake 402-380-5129

Farm Auto • Truck Tires
Alignments • Oil Changes • Tune Ups

PUBLIC NOTICES

STATEWIDES 

DIRECTV - EVERY live football 
game, every Sunday - anywhere - on 
your favorite device. Restrictions 
apply. Call IVS, 1-855-977-3794. 
DIRECTV NOW. No Satellite 
needed. $40/month. 65 Channels. 
Stream Breaking News, Live Events, 
Sports & On Demand Titles. No An-
nual Contract. No Commitment. Call 
1-855-417-4299. 
DISH NETWORK $59.99 for 190 
Channels. Blazing Fast Internet, 
$19.99/month (where available). 
Switch & Get a Free $100 Visa Gift 
Card. Free Voice Remote. Free HD 
DVR. Free Streaming on All Devices. 
Call today! 1-877-688-4784. 
EARTHLINK HIGH Speed Internet. 
As low as $14.95/month (for the first 
3 months). Reliable High Speed 
Fiber Optic technology. Stream 
videos, music and more! Call Earth-
link today, 1-844-254-0368. 
LIFE ALERT, One press of a button 
sends help Fast, 24/7! At home and 
on the go. Mobile Pendant with GPS. 
Free First Aid Kit (with subscription). 
Call 855-663-0118. Free Brochure. 
DOES YOUR basement or crawl 
space need some attention? Call 
Thrasher Foundation Repair. A per-
manent solution for waterproofing, 
failing foundations, sinking concrete 
and nasty crawl spaces. Free In-
spection & Same Day Estimate. Call 
1-844-958-3431. 
THE GENERAC PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. Save 
money, reduce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power outages and 
power your home. Full installation 
services available. $0 Down Financ-
ing Option. Request a Free, no obli-
gation, quote today. Call 
1-833-513-0190. 
COMPUTER ISSUES? Geeks on 
Site provides Free diagnosis Re-
motely 24/7 service during Covid-19. 
No home visit necessary. $40 Off 
with coupon 86407! Restrictions 
apply. 855-668-1997. 

BECOME A Published Author. We 
want to read your book! Dorrance 
Publishing - trusted by authors since 
1920. Book manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. Compre-
hensive Services: Consultation, Pro-
duction, Promotion and Distribution. 
Call for your free Author’s Guide, 1-
877-858-2822 or visit http://dorran-
ceinfo.com/Nebraska. 

BANKRUPTCY: FREE consultation. 
Lowest rates. No office visit required. 
As Nebraska’s #1 bankruptcy firm, 
we have helped thousands of clients 
file bankruptcy in all 93 Nebraska 
counties. We can Stop garnishments 
and foreclosures fast. www.SamTur-
coLaw.net. Call 402-965-0424 or 
send e-mail to info@SamTurcoLa-
wOffices.com. 

KENNY’S SERVICE
DowntownAtkinson

925-2677
COMPLETE SERVICE:

Tune Ups
4-Wheel Drive Service

Tires - Batteries
& Accessories

This postcard was found for sale on Ebay with this description “908 View 
on Main Street, Stuart, Nebraska RPPC”. 

Found on Ebay . . .

Found on Ebay . . .
This bank note was found for sale on Ebay with this description “Stu-
art, Nebraska (NE) $10 National Bank Note, 1929.”

This bank note was found for sale on Ebay with this description “$20 
1929 Stuart, Nebraska NE National Currency Bank Note Bill.”

Nebraska Extension is accepting 
applications for its 2021 Master Gard-
ner Volunteer training program. The 
2021 training will take place virtually.   

The Nebraska Extension Master 
Gardener Volunteer program is a hor-
ticulture-related volunteer training 
program based in many counties and 
has been part of Nebraska Extension 
since 1976. Volunteers are trained by 
Nebraska Extension faculty and staff 
in horticulture, environmental, and 
landscape-system related topics. It 
was designed for individuals inter-
ested in learning more about garden-
ing and landscape practices, or who 
have a passion for giving back to the 
community by sharing science-based 
horticulture information.  

Working through their local Exten-
sion office, the trained volunteers use 
these unique skills, to participate in 
horticulture and landscape projects 
within their communities. More 
specifically, they provide education 
about sustainable horticultural prac-
tices while developing valuable part-
nerships within the community and 
leveraging the resources of Nebraska 
Extension and the University of Ne-
braska–Lincoln.  

Participants are required to com-
plete 40 hours of class training and 40 
hours of volunteer service during the 
initial year of their involvement in the 
program. The initial training curricu-

lum covers topics such as plant sci-
ence, botany, insects, weed and 
wildlife management, pesticide 
safety, soils, turfgrass, and whole 
landscape system management.   

Volunteers retain their certification 
through annual training and volun-
teering. Volunteer tasks may involve 
answering phones at a county Exten-
sion office, giving horticulture pre-
sentations to community 
organizations, assisting 4-H clubs 
with garden projects, judging horti-
culture exhibits at county and state 
fairs, participating in community gar-
den projects, writing a garden column 
for the local paper and more.  

Class times, location, and cost vary 
across the state but are generally of-
fered February through May. The 
2021 trainings will be presented vir-
tually.    

Volunteer applicants should be at 
least 19 years old, with a passion for 
plants, gardens, and an excitement for 
learning more about your landscape 
system. Volunteers need to be willing 
to commit to the training and volun-
teer process and meet all requirements 
for yearly recertification.  

For more information about the 
Nebraska Extension Master Gardener 
Volunteer program, find a training lo-
cation coordinator near you, or learn 
to complete an application form, visit 
mastergardener.unl.edu.  

Master Gardener program 
goes virtual for next year

Inexpensive gift idea: On the front 
of an empty photo album or scrap-
book, print out and arrange color pho-
tos of your recipient in a collage. Glue 
the photos to the front of the album 
and cover with a decoupage glaze, 
like Mod Podge. Let dry and glaze 
again. You've just made a one-of-a-
kind gift!   

If you are a re-gifter, always docu-
ment from whom and in what year 
you received a gift. Then re-gift it to 
someone who will have little to no 
contact with that person. For example, 
if Aunt Emily from out of town sends 
you a lovely soap basket that you 
would never use, you could re-gift it 
for your office party.   

After-Christmas sales are a great 
time to buy not only gift wrap (look 

for solid colors that you can use all 
year long), holiday cards and decora-
tion, but also next season's winter 
wear. Things like scarves and gloves 
can be great bargains. And even coats 
can go on sale. Take advantage -- es-
pecially if you have kids -- and buy 
up.   

"Recycle in the new year by using 
wrapping supplies to help store your 
holiday decorations. The cardboard 
tube from gift wrap can be cut into 
smaller pieces, which you can wrap 
strands of tree or house lights around. 
Boxes can be put to use to hold orna-
ments or other decorations, and rib-
bon and bows that are still in good 
condition can be tucked away for re-
use next year." -- E.F. in Oregon

Now here‛s a tip!!    by JoAnn Derson

ADVERTISE 
402-925-5411
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By Coach Andy Osborne 
 
The West Holt Junior High 

wrestlers took to the mats at the 
O’Neill JH Invite on Friday, Decem-
ber 4. 

Lane Keogh and Grant Osborne 
each placed second.   

Zach Hooey placed first. 
“We had a lot of physical matches 

with great competition. Whether we 
were winning or losing a match, most 
of them were close until towards the 
end of the match. Matches that are so 
close and competitive are exciting to 
win, but can be hard to accept if you 
don’t. I’m proud of our wrestler for 
handling themselves well in both sit-
uations.” 

Here are the match results for each 
wrestler.  

Weight Class - 88-96 
Lane Keogh placed 2nd and he 

scored 14.0 team points.  
Round 1 - Lane Keogh won by fall 

over Carter Gruhn (O`Neill ) (Fall 
0:12) 

Round 2 - Ryan Stusse, Jr. (Battle 
Creek) won by fall over Lane Keogh 
(Fall 1:04) 

Round 3 - Lane Keogh won by fall 

over Jekhi Williams (Valentine) (Fall 
3:13) 

Weight Class - 107-110 
Drake Nemetz placed is 4th and he 

scored 4.0 team points. 
Round 1 - Corbin Hoefer (Ne-

ligh/Oakdale) won by decision over 
Drake Nemetz (Dec 8-2) 

Round 2 - Ethan Kester (Summer-
land) won by major decision over 
Drake Nemetz (Maj 8-0) 

Round 3 - Ayden Wintz (Battle 
Creek) won by fall over Drake 
Nemetz (Fall 0:32) 

Weight Class - 123-127 
Kruz Jelinek placed is 3rd and he 

scored 9.0 team points. 
Round 1 - Morgan Kinney 

(Ainsworth) won by fall over Kruz Je-
linek (Fall 2:29) 

Round 2 - Kruz Jelinek won by fall 
over Turner Heiss (O`Neill ) (Fall 
2:04) 

Round 3 - Aden Pochop (Battle 
Creek) won by decision over Kruz Je-
linek (Dec 2-1) 

Weight Class - 127-135 
Tripp Uecker placed is 4th and he 

scored 4.0 team points. 
Round 1 - Josiah Koenigsberg 

(Burwell) won by decision over Tripp 

Uecker (Dec 7-0) 
Round 2 - Sutton Schrunk (Valen-

tine) won by decision over Tripp 
Uecker (Dec 3-1) 

Round 3 - Ian Yates (O`Neill ) won 
by major decision over Tripp Uecker 
(Maj 11-0) 

Weight Class - 158-162 
Zach Hooey placed is 1st and he 

scored 18.0 team points. 
Round 1 - Maddox Hammerlun 

(O`Neill ) won by decision over Zach 
Hooey (Dec 10-8) 

Round 2 - Zach Hooey won by fall 
over Thayne Taylor (Valentine) (Fall 
2:01) 

Round 3 - Zach Hooey won by fall 
over AJ Hobbs (Summerland) (Fall 
2:12) 

Weight Class - 162-178 
Grant Osborne placed is 2nd and he 

scored 12.0 team points. 
Round 1 - Jace Rosenkrans (St 

Mary’s`s) won by decision over Grant 
Osborne (Dec 6-1) 

Round 2 - Grant Osborne won in 
sudden victory - 1 over Gavin Olson 
(Battle Creek) (SV-1 7-5) 

Round 3 - Grant Osborne won by 
fall over Jaydrian Parra (Neligh/Oak-
dale) (Fall 0:50) 

West Holt Junior High wrestlers who wrestled at O’Neill last week were Kruz Jelinek, Lane Keogh, Zach Hooey, 
Grant Osborne, Drake Nemetz, and Tripp Uecker. Photo courtesy Miechelle Davis

Junior Husky wrestlers compete in O’NeillBy Lorraine Lieswald, 
Atkinson Graphic reporter 

 
It's beginning to look a lot like 

Christmas all over Atkinson and es-
pecially down the street where the 
Jeff and Andrea Mathis family live.  

Their front yard is ablaze with at 
least 25 strings of multi-colored 
Christmas lights which can be seen 
for blocks in all four directions.  

“It makes me happy,” Andrea 
Mathis explained, as she described 
why the family lights up their front 
yard for the Christmas Season. “And 
it makes people driving by happy.”  

Decorating outside for the holi-
days began 10 years ago when the 
Mathis' moved into town.  

“We started with a string of lights 
and each year we have added some-

thing new and plan to continue doing 
this,” she said. “Jeff strings the lights 
on the roof and the kids and I deco-
rate the front lawn.” 

To add to the festiveness of the 
lights there are three blow-ups - two 
giant green Christmas trees and a 
huge snowman. (Blow-ups tend to 
be short lived with the wind being 
the number one enemy. For that rea-
son blow-ups are inflated during 
evening hours only when winds are 
more normal).   

Inside the Mathis home, located 
two blocks south of the city square, 
Andrea has decorated eight Christ-
mas trees, and strung garland 
throughout the house.  

Large and small snowmen in each 
room create a winter wonderland 
Christmas scene. The smells of 

Christmas permeate the Mathis 
home.  

“I just love Christmas!” she ex-
plained.  

Evidently she's not the only fam-
ily member feeling that way. Her 
husband Jeff never complains and is 
always willing to balance on a lad-
der to string lights on the roof line of 
their home while their kids, Weston, 
Abby, Ryanna and Keagan are al-
ways there to help with the decorat-
ing.  

Decorating for Christmas, a cou-
ple of days inside and a few hours 
outside is a small amount of time to 
give when “one loves Christmas the 
way the Mathis family does”. 

Jeff works at Peterson Farms and 
Andrea at Subway. 

Jeff and Andrea Mathis and their children decorate the outside as well as the inside of their home for Christ-
mas.

Mathis family lights up the night

Take a drive . . .
One thing you can do during this time of social distancing is take a drive around town to see the many Christ-
mas decorations that have been put up around town. Photos by Lorraine Lieswald 

By Amy Timmerman, 
Extension Educator 

 
Now that Thanksgiving is behind 

us and the leftover turkey and pump-
kin pie is gone, thoughts turn toward 
Christmas and finding that perfect tree 
for the holidays.  

What types of Christmas trees 
are available? 

Tree species commonly available 
at tree farms and commercial lots in 
Iowa include Scotch pine, white pine, 
red pine, Fraser fir, balsam fir, 
Canaan fir, Douglas fir, Concolor fir, 
white spruce and Colorado spruce. 

What factors should be consid-
ered when purchasing a Christmas 
tree for the holidays? 

A few decisions should be made 
before going out to buy a Christmas 
tree. Decide where you are going to 
place the tree in the home. Be sure to 
choose a location away from heat 
sources, such as a fireplace or radia-
tor. Also, decide on the size (height 
and width) of the tree you want. 

Christmas trees may be purchased 
from cut-your-own tree farms or as 
cut trees in commercial lots. A list of 
tree farms in your area can be found at 
the Nebraska Department of Agricul-
ture Christmas Tree Growers Direc-
tory at https://nda.nebraska.gov/ 
publications/promotion/christmas_tre
es/trees.html. Carefully check trees at 
commercial tree lots to ensure the 
freshness of previously cut trees.   

When looking for a tree, select one 
that has a straight trunk. A tree with a 
straight trunk will be much easier to 
set upright in the stand. Check the di-
ameter of the trunk to make sure it 
will fit in your stand. A tree with a 
bare side may be fine if you intend to 
place it in a corner or against a wall. 

How can I determine the fresh-
ness of a cut Christmas tree? 

The freshness of cut Christmas 
trees can be determined with a few 
simple tests. Gently run your hand 
over a branch. The needles on a fresh 
tree will be pliable. Those on a dry 
tree will be brittle. Another test is to 
lift the tree by the trunk and lightly 
bounce the butt on the ground. Heavy 
needle drop indicates a dry tree. A 

fresh tree will drop only a few nee-
dles. 

How long can a cut Christmas 
tree remain in the house? 

The length of time a cut Christmas 
tree can remain in the home is deter-
mined by the tree species, the fresh-
ness of the tree at purchase, and its 

placement and care in the home. In 
general, a fresh, well-cared-for Christ-
mas tree should be able to remain in 
the home for three to six weeks. Re-
move the tree from the house when its 
needles become dry and brittle. 

Should I add any material to the 
water to prolong the freshness of 
my Christmas tree? 

Do not add anything to the water. 
Molasses, sugar, soft drinks, aspirin 
or commercial products provide no 
real benefit to tree longevity. The 
keys to keeping a Christmas tree fresh 
are to place the tree away from any 
heat source (fireplace, heater, radia-
tor, etc.) and keep the tree reservoir 
full of water. Check the tree reservoir 
at least once or twice a day. Fresh 

trees absorb large quantities of water 
(especially in the first few days). If the 
water level drops below the bottom of 
the trunk, water uptake will be drasti-
cally reduced or cease when the reser-
voir is refilled. 

How long would it take to grow 
my own Christmas tree? 

Growing your own tree for Christ-
mas is a long-term commitment. The 
common evergreen species grown in 
Iowa often take seven to nine years 
(on average) before they are harvested 
as Christmas trees. Christmas tree 
growers spend considerable amounts 
of time throughout the growing sea-
son in weeding, watering, fertilizing, 
shearing, managing pests and other 
types of maintenance practices to 
grow the best tree possible. Because 
of the labor and materials involved, it 
is often more cost effective to pur-
chase a Christmas tree from a local 
grower than trying to grow your own. 

Source: Mark Vitosh – Iowa De-
partment of Natural Resources district 
forester

Selection and care of Christmas trees


