
 

 

October 21, 2014    7:00-9:26 p.m.      Regular Board Meeting        Junior High Shared  Common Area 
--The regular School board meeting was called to order by Chair Debbie Lester.  Trustees 
Vice Chair David Weber, Jami Romney-FitzGerald, Teresa Teagle, Andrew Stevenson, & 
Trisha Piedalue; Supt. Randy Cline; Principals Jake Haynes, Mark McMurray (and 
Activities/Athletic Director), Jessica Shourd, & Aaron Griffith; and District Clerk-Cindy 
McMurray were also present.   

I.  Call to Order 
 
 
 
 
 

Meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

II.  Pledge of  
Allegiance 

 
--Recognition was given to: (1) Gold Moua-for doing the right thing when no one was looking. 
(2) Randa Boler-Congratulations on being selected to be a 4H Ambassador for the State of 
Montana. (3) Home Depot-For donating paint for the “F”. Frenchtown SD and the Community 
appreciate your support. (4) Thank you for ensuring a safe bonfire during homecoming week 
and your support during athletic events!  (5) Mandi Klimpel and Liz Delaney-Thank you for 
taking the extra time to make homecoming week a success! (6) Eli Field-Thank you for taking 
the time to set up and host the University of Montana Softball teams’ games.  (7) Jessica 
Lensmen and Riley Whitmore-Congratulations on being chosen as semifinalists in the 
National Merit Scholarship Program.  (8) Julie Lucier-Congratulations for winning a One Class 
At A Time award from Allegiance Benefit Plan Management & KPAX TV. (9) Chloe Long-
Congratulations on winning the Healthy Lunchtime Challenge and representing the State of 
Montana with your “What! You Don’t Like Tofu?” (10) Karen Nelson and Jolanda Hritsco-
Thank you for all the work on the 21

st
 Century Grant and for setting up the Colt’s Community 

Learning Center (CCLC). (11) Broncs Boosters-Thank you for the gift basket & hosting the 
Volleyball tournament. 
 

III. Board Recognition- 
     Presentation 
 

--John Bigart III introduced himself as the new Frenchtown Coalition Coordinator.  The 
previous Coordinator, Gypsy Ray, is moving out of the area. 
 

IV. Public Comment 
     Period 
 

--Chalermyot (Yot) Wongmueng-Thailand, Moa Bendes-Sweden, Giovanni Soffietti-Italy, Rita 
Sanz-Spain, Beatrice Tabacco-Italy, Jorge Campomanes–Mexico, Dominik Traue–Germany, 
Jesus Laforgue–Spain were in attendance for the meeting.  Board Chair Debbie Lester asked 
if they would point out where they lived on the wall map in the room and provide a brief 
description of what they notice about Frenchtown.   Main consensus was that they liked the 
small population in the area.  Most came from metropolitan areas.  They also noted that the 
people they have met are very friendly.  
 

V.  Individuals & 
     Delegations to  
     Address the Board 

A. Foreign 
Exchange 
Students 
 

--Karen Nelson & Jolanda Hritsco provided the Board with information on how the CCLC and 
21

st
 Century grant have been working at the Elementary.  In July & August they had no idea 

what kinds of things could be done until they went to the Summer 21
st
 Century conference.  

They received a lot of ideas from the conference.  On the first day of CCLC 47 students 
showed up.  Currently there are 120 students although all of them don’t up each day.  The 
staff (both teachers and students) has been wonderful.  Activities include educational, fun, 
snacks, etc.  Those students that show up on more consistent basis are really advancing 
educationally.  They are getting their homework done.  Hopefully this means that they will 
have more quality family time. 
 

VI. Staff Presentation 
 

--Supt. Randy Cline asked the Board if there was a consensus of whether to move forward 
with Strategic Planning or not.  The consensus by the Board was to proceed.  Supt. Randy 
Cline will contact Debra Silk at Montana School Boards Association to see if a meeting can be 
scheduled for November 3, 2014 to start the process.   
 

VII. Business 
A. Old 

1) Info/Discussion: 
Strategic 
Planning 

--Supt. Randy Cline recommended hiring a half time Speech/Drama coach.  The coach that 
has already been hired is a student teacher.  He had experience. The odds that this person 
will be available as a Speech/Drama coach next year is low. This position has historically been 
difficult to fill.  To add another position would require a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
with the Frenchtown Education Association (FEA) to the 2014-2015 contract.  Motion by 
Weber, seconded by Romney-FitzGerald, to approve a MOU with the FEA to add a half-
time Speech/Drama coach for 2014-2015.  Board Discussion-None.  No public in 
attendance.  Unanimous (Unan) 
 

B.  New  
1) Review/Action: 

Add Extra-
Curricular 
position for 
Speech/Drama 



 

 

--This item was moved up on the agenda before Old Business 1).  Supt. Randy Cline and 
Deputy Clerk Susie Johnston explained the difficult situation the District was in due to not 
receiving fingerprint background checks back in a timely manner from the FBI.  Substitute 
teachers, teachers and bus drivers are required by Montana State law to have a successful 
fingerprint background check done before they are hired.  The FBI’s response time in regards 
to fingerprint background checks has gone from 1-2 weeks to two or more months.   In 
addition, the FBI Department of Justice has made changes in dissemination regulations.  
Essentially the Office of Public Instruction and other educational entities in the State are not 
able to transfer fingerprint information that they have to other schools such as ours.  Supt. 
Randy Cline’s proposal to get us through this interim period is to hire all classified employees 
and coaches first as substitutes starting with a successful completion of a name based 
background check. Volunteers would be approved the same way.  Once the fingerprint 
background check came back, if there were any issues, it would be addressed with the 
individual and they would be dismissed if deemed necessary by the administration.  
Permanent employees would be hiring twice: once as a substitute and again as a permanent 
once a successful fingerprint background check came back. Teachers, Substitute teachers 
and bus drivers can’t be hired until a successful fingerprint background check comes through.   
Motion by Teagle, seconded by Weber, to waive the Board Policy requiring a fingerprint 
background check on initial hire of substitutes and volunteers, not requiring a 
fingerprint background check by State law,  for the 2014-2015 school year. These 
substitutes and volunteers would still require a successful name based background 
check.  Board Discussion-None.  No public in attendance.  Unan 
 

2) Review/Action: 
Fingerprint 
Background 
Check 
Procedures  

--Supt. Randy Cline recommended hiring the following: (1) Paraprofessional–Gabe Brown, (2) 
21

st
 Century Grant-Stacie Hedrick, (3) Substitutes-Victoria Krause–sub playground and 

Paraprofessional, Heidi Calnan- Paraprofessional (sub), Amy Kalil-asst speech and 
drama (sub), School Play (pit orchestra, tech, lighting, etc.)-Brendan McGlynn–Trumpet, Anne 
Bashor–Piano, Mary Brown–Piano 2, John Knispel–Trombone, Shevin Halverson–Guitar, Kurt 
Skrivseth–Bass Guitar, Hugh Butterfield/Alyssa DeMeng–Lights, Susan Brown–Tech/Stage 
Manager, Sarah Pace-Choreographer, Connie Heiner-Teaching Zumba to all K-6 students, 
Student Workers-Andrew King, Brandon Razor, Adeline Richardson, Madison Botsford, 
Jordan Cole, Kyla Schuldeisz, Boone Butler, Corrick Kuhl, Zack Palmer, Emilo Sweaegin, & 
Tanner Field.   Motion by Romney-FitzGerald, seconded by Weber, to hire the 
individuals as recommended above. Board Discussion-None.  No public in attendance.   
Unan 
 

3) Review/Action: 
Hiring Staff  

--Supt. Randy Cline noted that he recommended allowing 3 more non-resident discretionary 
students to attend Frenchtown School District for 2014-2015.  Motion by Romney-
FitzGerald, seconded by Weber, to approve the three additional non-resident 
discretionary students to attend Frenchtown School District for 2014-2015. Board 
Discussion-None.  No public in attendance.   Unan 
 

4) Review/Action: 
Discretionary 
Non Resident 
Students 

--Supt. Randy Cline recommended allowing the Choir students to take a trip to Salt Lake City 
in April.  They hope to see a musical, work with the directors of the BYU choirs, sing in the 
conference center and perform in both Twin Falls and Idaho Falls on the way back.  Motion 
by Romney-FitzGerald, seconded by Teagle, to approve the out-of-state travel for Choir 
to go to Idaho and Utah in April. Board Discussion-None.  No public in attendance.   Unan 
 

5) Review/Action: 
Out-of-State 
travel for 
students 

--Supt. Randy Cline noted that he would be in Washington, DC during the week of the next 
regularly scheduled Board meeting in November.  Motion by Weber, seconded by Romney-
FitzGerald, to change the regular board meeting in November from 11/18/14 to Tuesday 
11/25/14.  Board Discussion-None.  No public in attendance.   Unan 

6) Review/Action: 
Change date of 
November 
regular board 
meeting 
 

None. BREAK 
--Supt. Randy Cline went over the first reading for revised Board policies 3145P-Foreign 
Exchange Students (changing the number from 5-10), 7405-Procurement Card Use (changing 
the number of cards from 24 to 125 & the total amount from $10,000 to $20,000) & 7531-
Payment Procedures (putting it back in as a board policy-it was missed when a total review of 
all board policies were done this past summer).  
 

VIII.  Policy Review 



 

 

--The consent agenda included: Minutes from regular board meeting of 9/16/14 & special 
board meetings 9/10/14 & 9/22/14; claims warrants for the month of September 2014; student 
hiring-Andrew King, Brandon Razor, Adeline Richardson, Madison Botsford, Jordan Cole, Kyla 
Schuldeisz, Boone Butler, Corrick Kuhl, Zack Palmer & Emilo Sweagin; Resignations-Rob 
Lindig–Paraprofessional.  Motion by Weber, seconded by Piedalue, to approve the 
consent agenda. Board Discussion-None. No public in attendance.   Unan  

X. Superintendents’ 
Agenda  
1) Minutes 
2) Warrants 
3) Hire-student 

workers 
4) Ratify letters of 

resignation 
 

--Financial report for September 2014 with total expenditures for the month at $890,800.80.  
Trustee David Weber asked how the Insurance Trust Fund was doing.  It was noted that some 
large claims haven’t shown up yet.  Motion by Weber, seconded by Teagle, to approve the 
Financial report. Board Discussion-None. No public in attendance.    Unan  

XI.Reports 
A. Financial Report 
 
 
 

--Trustee Teresa Teagle asked how the healthy vending was doing.  Jake noted that it 
appeared to be doing okay.  Supt. Randy Cline was hopeful of the 1200 enrollment figure for 
the District.  This is the highest it has been in five years.  Most of the growth is in the K-6 
grades.  This actually means that the District will be receiving less money next year because 
K-6 grade students don’t bring in as much ANB as 7-12 grade students.  Before the mill 
closed, the highest District enrollment was 1270.  Supt. Randy Cline noted that the trip to 
Washington DC in November is the last function he will attend as Supt. of the Year for 
Montana.  Principal Mark McMurray noted reviews from the trip to Washington DC for some 
8

th
 & 9

th
 graders were very good.   He also noted that 54 students turned out for boys 

basketball.  With only 2 coaches the student to coach ratio is too high.  There are no cuts at 
the Junior High level.  Principal Jessica Shourd discussed Special Education adaptive testing.  
Board Chair Debbie Lester asked how the students were adapting to the change in the block 
schedule at the High School.  Principal Jake Haynes noted that for the most part it was not 
popular with the students and there were mixed reviews from the teachers.  Motion by 
Weber, seconded by Teagle, to approve the Administrative reports. Board Discussion-
None. No public in attendance.    Unan 
 

B. Administrative 
Reports 
1) K-4 
2) 5-6 
3) 7-8 
4) 9-12 
5) Technology 
6) Maintenance 
7) Activities/ 

Athletic Director 
8) Transportation 
9) Superintendent 
10) Administrative 

Assistant 
 

Policy- Supt. Randy Cline didn’t see any major changes until after the finish of the legislative 
session.  Insurance- There should be a meeting in the near future for the Insurance Trust 
Board.  Negotiations/Labor Relations- We will need to have meetings in January.  
Transportation- No meetings until spring.  Safety- Minutes are included in the packet from the 
last meeting. School Improvement/Goals- Will set up Strategic Planning meetings.  AD HOC 
Committees:  IT- None.  FFIC (Track,etc.)- The mural with the names of the donations for the 
Track is getting closer to completion.  Curriculum- Will review after the MAPS testing.           
Academic Achievement- Changing this committee from 7-12 to K-12.   Building Reserve- We 
be receiving election levy steps for Trustee that meet legal limitations from Debra Silk 
Montana School Boards Association.                  
  

XII. Committee  
       Reports 
 

--The District received correspondence from the following: A thank you from MASSE 
International for allowing a foreign exchange student to attend Frenchtown.  A letter from the 
County Transportation Committee approving routes SE18B, SE18, 11A, 9A, 8A and 6A.  A 
letter from Eagen Real Estate asking if the District is interested in selling a piece of property at 
16495 Main Street. 
  

XIII.Correspondence 
 

Recognition recommendations: Send to Supt. Randy Cline prior to the next regular board 
meeting. 

XIV.Board  
Recognition-     
Recommendation 

 
Adjourned at 9:26 p.m.   XV. Adjournment 
 
Approved   November 25, 2014             Respectfully submitted, 
 
/s/Debbie  Lester   /s/ Cindy L. McMurray 
Chair, Board of Trustees  District Clerk 
 


