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We were so happy to welcome students back to our Media Center this fall, and they have been very 
patient with the limitations placed on our services in light of the safety protocols.  We were unable to do 
centered learning this year, but have Technology classes and Library classes running concurrently. 
 
Our Library students were able to enjoy a chapter book read by the librarian, and seemed to enjoy the 
opportunity to listen to and discuss a wonderful book.  Students are encouraged to use our online 
opportunities to check out print and digital books, and our BookIt online orders come in at a steady 
pace.  We are happy to get print books into readers’ hands, and deliver to classrooms daily.  We also 
have added digital resources in Destiny Discover, Epic and a new online service, Sora - which is featured 
in our November newsletter on our Bitmoji library. 
 
In Technology, students spent two weeks in Tynker - and made wonderful progress.  Tynker is a self 
paced coding course that relies on tutorials, block coding, and exceptional graphics.  This year our 
students are doing more than ever before with Tynker - and we credit it to the ability to focus on coding 
for several days in a row.  When bugs happen, we work together to find success, and in our classes, 
everyone is a student, everyone is a teacher.  Parents should know that Tynker can be accessed from 
home and that this platform is only available for students from third through fifth grade.  I encourage 
you to take advantage of this fun way to learn to code! 
 
Laurie Smith, Media Specialist 

SPANISH   

In the fall term, students worked on the following: 

 greetings and basic conversation starters 
 calendar and weather 
 colors and numbers 
 basic sentences with the "super siete" verbs ( 7 most commonly used verbs, first person 

singular, present tense)  

Throughout this school year, students will be introduced to the cultures and contributions of 

people of Latin American and Spanish descent or origin in the United States, and around the 

world. Students will have an introduction to cultural practices, perspectives and products within 

Chicanx, Hispanic and Latinx communities.  

 

Please contact Doña Alicia at budneya@granbyschools.org 

with any questions or concerns. 

mailto:budneya@granbyschools.org


5th GRADE GENIUS HOUR 
                                                                   Katie Busbey 

Earthquakes, dogs (training, portraits, and nutrition), Legos, outdoor play, and baseball are just some of 
the many topics fifth graders began studying during Genius Hour this fall. The students began their 
projects by listing topics they are passionate about (we have lots of sports fans, artists, and horseback 
riders among us). Videos were shared with the students about Genius Hour to help them see all of the 
potential project ideas that other students completed.  
 

After listing their favorite things the students used Wonderopolis to read about a purposeful topic. The 
students chose their topic based on something that bothers them or they feel they could make 
impactful change. Upon completion of their Wonderopolis research I met with each student to begin 
planning their projects. This included narrowing down their topic, developing a final product idea, and 
working out how they would share their project idea with the class.  
 

Most students reached this stage of their project. They are in the process of researching their topics, 
developing the final product, and collaborating with peers to share thoughts and ideas. It has been 
exciting to see their ideas morph into well thought out questions and impactful final products. I can’t 
wait to see the development of their projects during their next two week cycle. 
 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach out. busbeyk@granbyschools.org 

 

 

 GENERAL MUSIC 
                      Sarah Warner  

 

Third Grade 
Classes that had general music this marking period: Lecco, Bavol, Balgach, Hyatt 
This marking period was all about rhythm!  Each class began their two-week session of general music by 
learning about several different types of rhythm.  We learned about the symbols that represent 
different sounds and silences heard in music and explored creating our own four beat rhythmic 
patterns.  
 
We also spent time making music the best way we can in these cautious COVID times.  Classes had the 
chance to experiment playing many songs with Boomwackers (colorful pitched tubes that are a 
percussion instrument), several rhythmic clapping videos, and body percussion exercises.  You can also 
see the online activities we’ve shared by checking out the 3rd Grade General Music Google Classroom. 
Thanks for all you do in encouraging your child musically - please let me know if you have any questions! 
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Fourth Grade 
Classes that had general music this marking period: Faber, Dinuzzo, Wojtas 
4th Grade spent the bulk of our time in general music talking about the instrumental lesson program 
that is offered at Wells Road. We spent time with each instrument with hopes that each student decides 
to learn to play this year.  Our choices for instrument are: flute, clarinet, saxophone, trumpet, 
trombone, baritone horn, and percussion (limited number of players).  While musical ensembles are not 
meeting this year due to CODIV restrictions, lessons for 4th graders will be up and running by late 
December.  Be on the lookout for more information about enrolling your child in our instrumental lesson 
program.  
 
4th graders also spent time making music the best way we can in these cautious COVID times.  Classes 
had the chance to experiment playing many songs with Boomwackers (colorful pitched tubes that are a 
percussion instrument), several rhythmic clapping videos, and body percussion exercises.  You can also 
see the online activities we’ve shared by checking out the 4th Grade General Music Google Classroom. 
Thanks for all you do in encouraging your child musically - please let me know if you have any questions! 
 
Fifth Grade 
Class that had general music this marking period: Ferrando, Lagano, Martin, LaFlamme, Janski 
5th graders spent fall marking period focused on the music of Colonial America. Students learned about 
several different instruments that were played in the Colonial era including the glass harmonica, 
dulcimer, and harpsichord. We also discussed fife and drum corps and the history of the song Yankee 
Doodle.  
 
5th graders also spent time discussing several composers.  We explored the lives and music of JS Bach, 
Antonio Vivaldi, and Edvard Grieg.  In addition, we spent time making music the best way we can in 
these cautious COVID times.  Classes had the chance to experiment playing many songs with 
Boomwackers (colorful pitched tubes that are a percussion instrument), several rhythmic clapping 
videos, and body percussion exercises.  You can also see the online activities we’ve shared by checking 
out the 5th Grade General Music Google Classroom. Thanks for all you do in encouraging your child 
musically - please let me know if you have any questions! 

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC  
Sarah Warner & Carla Stoddard 

5th Grade 
Thank goodness lessons are still happening this year!  While the format is unprecedentedly different, 
students have been learning and growing in their instrumental studies.  
 
Here are some music concepts we have covered in most lessons: 

 One octave B flat concert scale, ascending and descending 
 whole, half, quarter, and eighth note rhythm reading/playing 
 expanded note recognition on staff and fingerings 
 rhythmic accuracy with steady beat 
 Ensemble playing (Zombie Stomp, holiday duets) 
 musical terms (time signature, bar line, measure, repeat signs, key signature, accidentals, etc.) 

 
Since students are only receiving lessons during a two week time period, it is imperative that they play 
during the weeks “off”.   Please encourage your child to take out his or her instrument and play for fun 
in between lessons.  And be on the lookout for materials that will hopefully keep them playing.   
 
Please feel free to contact Mrs. Warner (warners@granby.l12.ct.us) if you have any questions, 
comments or concerns about your child’s progress in lessons. 



 

STRINGS  

Carla Stoddard 
 

3rd Grade Strings 
 
So far, the 3rd grade classes that have had Strings are: Gleason, Whitten, Lecco, and Bavol. During this 
first wave of Strings, on-campus students have been reviewing parts of the violin and their functions, 
finger placements and how to read simplified violin notation. New to students this year is the use of new 
shoulder rests and how to put them on, and the task of tightening and loosening their bows during class. 
Each class has made great progress in understanding how the tension of our bow needs to change from 
when we play the instrument and when we put it away in its case. In addition to our violin skills, 
students have been learning about various strings musicians in the modern music industry and what 
makes them unique. Some of the artists we’ve talked about are Andrew Bird, Esperanza Spalding, and 
Natalie Haas. We’ve also been learning about various string instruments from other countries and 
regions. So far we have seen the morin khuur of Mongolia and the viola d’amore of Europe. 
 
Remote students have been working with practice bows or writing utensils to practice their bow hold. 
We’ve been reviewing rhythms learned in previous years such as “Mississippi hot dog,” “ice cream (shh) 
cone”, and “grandma rides a motorcycle” by playing these rhythms with our pencils and practice bows 
on our violin arm. This way, even though students don’t have violins while they are remote, they are 
able to practice the motions needed to produce the sound on the instrument. Similarly to on-campus 
students, remote strings has also been learning about various strings players and string instruments 
from other countries and regions.  
 
 

4th Grade Strings 
 
So far, the 4th grade classes that have had Strings are: Proto, Cloukey, Faber and DiNuzzo. During this 
first wave of Strings, on-campus students have been reviewing parts of the violin and their functions, 
finger placements and how to read simplified violin notation. Students have also been reviewing how to 
tighten and loosen their bows. In addition to our violin skills, students have been learning about various 
strings musicians in the modern music industry and what makes them unique. Some of the artists we’ve 
talked about are Andrew Bird, Esperanza Spalding, and Natalie Haas. We’ve also been learning about 
various string instruments from other countries and regions. So far we have seen the morin khuur of 
Mongolia and the viola d’amore of Europe. 
 
Remote students have been reviewing rhythms learned in previous years by practicing “arm scrubbing.” 
This motion mimics the arm movement that is required when moving the bow across the violin strings. 
Similarly to on-campus students, remote strings has also been learning about various strings players and 
string instruments from other countries and regions. A fun activity we did leading up to the last day of 
our first rotation was the creation of our own violins using recycled materials from around the house!  
 

 



PHYSICAL EDUCATION  

I hope this letter finds you and your families well. Now that the dust has settled on the 

beginning of the school year, we would like to take this opportunity to let you know what has been 

going on in Physical Education here at Wells Road. 

So obviously MUCH has changed in the area of Physical Education due to Covid-19! It is certainly 

still a work in progress but we are working together to see what works and what we can do safely versus 

what we cannot do. We spent some time in the summer setting up the gym to be a safe space and so we 

could practice social distancing while still being active. The gym is now marked with squares, or 

“exercise areas” that are approximately 12 by 15 feet. This allows students to stay in their areas and be 

able to remove their masks while exercising. When we do activities in the gym that require students to 

be closer together, they are required to keep their masks on. For additional safety, ANY piece of 

equipment used during the day is wiped and cleaned after every class. The students are doing a great 

job of social distancing while staying active!  

The beginning of the school year as usual we take some time to get to know each other and 

learn how we can all work together in order to have a successful year. Learning names and establishing 

ground rules is always the norm in the beginning, which is no easy task while still trying to keep the 

students as active as possible. While doing all of this we were also getting started with our Project 

Adventure unit. This is a great set of activities designed to allow students to get to know each other and 

for us to get to know the class as a whole and how they work together in order solve problems and 

accomplish goals. We have some great activities like 2 truths and a lie, pig toss, 20 objects and The 

Maze, just to name a few.  

We have also spent a good deal of time during the first marking period trying some “socially 

distanced” PE activities as well. Some have worked out great and I can see us participating in some of 

these activities for years to come. Some have been a bit of a flop  but we are trying our best to make 

sure that no matter what we accomplish our two goals every day. To have fun and stay active! 

Normally during our first marking period, we spend a lot of time with Fitness testing. The state 

of Connecticut has made a significant change in the way that fitness testing is done. We used to have a 

set window between the end of September and beginning of November where we HAD to test during 

that time. Now we are allowed to test at any point. Therefore, I am not sure how others will handle this 

but I feel that testing in the spring will lead to better results for all involved for a number of reasons.  

 As conferences approach, please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions or concerns 

you may have.  With our virtual conference schedule, it will be very easy for me to schedule a google 

meet so we can discuss any issues. Please do not hesitate to reach out. You can also reach me by phone 

or email. Thanks and we hope you have had a great start to the school year! 

Steve Migneault 

Physical Education Teacher 

860 844 3048 Ext 6340 

migneaults@granby.k12.ct.us  
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