
Principals' Message

We survived the Polar Vortex 2019, 2 hour late starts and 
school closings!  Thank you to parents for your understanding 
and patience when our district needs to make these safety 
decisions.  Our Bus Drivers, Custodians and Plow Drivers have 
done a fantastic job clearing roads, sidewalks and safely 
transporting our students to and from school.  

IAR (Illinois Assessment Readiness) Testing (formerly PARCC 
testing) will begin for our 3rd grade students once we return 
from Spring Break from April 1-19.   During this time, to ensure 
your child has a successful testing experience please make 
sure your child receives adequate sleep each night.   Please 
avoid absences and appointments during the testing window.  
Thank you for your support in making this a successful time for 
our students! 

We are excited to be celebrating Dr. Seuss by having our PTO 
host reading night from 6:00-7:00 pm on Friday, March 1st. We 
hope to see you there!      

Kristen Cannon Paul Brass
Principal  Assistant Principal
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School Hours
Regular School Day

8:10 a.m.-3:05 p.m.

Half Day Staff Development 
8:10 a.m.-12:45 p.m.

Early Release Day
8:10 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

Important Dates
March 1st

Dr. Seuss Birthday/Reading 
Night 6-7 pm

March 4th
Casmir Pulaski Day-Attendance

 March 13th
Half Day Release at 12:45 pm

Kindergarten Registration 
2-7pm

March 15th
End of 3rd Quarter

Spring Pictures
Bowling All Star at J's Lanes 

6-8pm

Kindergarten Registration - 
3:30-6pm

March 19th
Second Grade Music Concert 

6:30-7:30 pm

 
March 22

Early Release at 1:30 pm
Staff & Students

Report Cards Home

March 25th-March 29th 
No School-Spring Break



This month we are looking forward to Kindergarten 
Registration!  All students eligible for Kindergarten 
in the 2019-2020 school year, students who will be 
5 years old on or before September 1, 2019, you are 
invited to attend Kindergarten Registration at 
Crosby Elementary.  Our registration event will be 
held March 13 (2:00pm-6:00pm) and again on 
March 18 (3:30pm-7:00pm).  Anyone wishing to 

register should plan to attend one of these days.  You will need to bring along three proofs of 
residency as well as a certified copy of your child?s birth certificate.  We will be collecting registration 
fees at this time as well.  The fee is $115 and may be paid in full or divided out into 4 equal payments.  
If you know anyone with a student who will be eligible to enroll for Kindergarten for the 2019-2020 
school year, please help us pass along this information!  We look forward to seeing many new and 
returning families at this event.
 

Teacher Requests 2019-2020 School Year

 

Our goal when creating classrooms is to balance a mixture of academic abilities and behaviors in 
order to form heterogeneous learning environments.

We believe that parental input is important. We are interested in 
hearing about your child?s learning strengths and needs and the type 
of classroom environment in which you feel your child best achieves.  
We are also interested in hearing about their previous experiences in 
school and how these experiences may have helped or hindered their 
learning. With that said, please do not list specific teacher names. 
Input that requests a specific teacher will not be honored. We're sure 
you can imagine the imbalance that can occur when filling specific 
teacher requests. If you choose to provide parental input please 
follow the guidelines above and submit in writing to Mrs. Cannon or 
send via email at kcannon@cusd50.org.  Your input should be 
received no later than Friday, April 26th.
We are committed to weighing all factors in creating classes. When we create classes we will 
consider the following objectives:

- Assign students to teachers who can best meet individual student?s needs by matching 
teaching and learning styles

- Structure classes to be heterogeneous
- Assign an equal number of students to each class in a given grade level
- Group students who work well together
- Separate students who do not work well together

We at Crosby Elementary pride ourselves in knowing your children. We also pride ourselves in the high 
caliber of our teachers. We trust our process and our knowledge of your child, combined with your 
input, will serve them well.



A Peek at Learning
KINDERGARTEN-   Kindergarten is learning about cultures. How different cultures celebrate in different 
ways, dress differently, speak different languages, and eat different foods. In science the students are 
exploring forces in motion ? so much fun! In math we are introducing the concept of addition with 
combinations to five! 

1ST GRADE-  In first grade, we are continuing to work with the Solar System.  In this unit, we are 
studying Earth?s place the universe and patterns of the sun and moon.  We discuss the amount of 
daylight in relation to the time of the year. This ties into our reading. We will answer the essential 
questions how readers make connections between ideas and information and how writers explain 
information to others.  In mathematics, we are working with subtraction concepts, number sense from 
zero to ninety, place value, and time.
 

2ND GRADE- In March, second grade students will continue to read stories based on facing challenges 
and changes. Students in monolingual classes will be reading and learning about the Great San 
Francisco Earthquake of 1906, along with other natural disasters that communities might face. We will 
be comparing and contrasting, identifying key details and elements of a story, and learning how 
characters respond to challenges and events in the text. Students in dual classes will be reading both 
fiction and nonfiction books about people that faced challenges. Students will be identifying opinions 
and learn how to support opinions with reasoning.  In math, we will be wrapping up our unit on 
graphing. We will also continue to focus on addition and subtraction with regrouping. Students will 
continue to study matter and extend their knowledge about earth changes.   

3RD GRADE-  In Math, we will continue to work with fractions and identifying fractions on a number 
line. We will also be reviewing multiplication and division, as well as introducing order of operations 
and solving number sentences with parentheses. 
In ELA we will read Brave Girl and discussing how characters' actions affecting the the sequence of 
events. We will be studying opinion writing where we will focus on adding details to support our 
opinions. In SLA we will be reading the book Ellen Ochoa: La Primera Astronauta Latina.  We will be 
working on using the details in texts to determine the main ideas. In Social Studies: We will begin our 
unit on rules, laws, and the good and services the governments provide. 
 

Art- In both Ms. Sindelar and Ms. Bryant?s art classes, 3rd graders are doing 
a cross curricular collaborative project with technology and library focusing 
on women?s history month. In each discipline students will be working and 
discussing materials in a variety of different ways. 

In Ms. Sindelar?s 1st grade class, the students are continuing a painting unit 
and they will be exploring personal preference with a variety of painting 
media. The 2nd graders are beginning a collaborative project working with 
collage and relief processes. The kindergartens are experimenting with 
tempera paints to conclude a painting unit.

In Ms. Bryant?s kindergarten through 2nd grade classes students are exploring texture and warm and 
cool colors using tissue paper, markers, and colored pencils. The overall project is based on the book 
?Polar Bear Polar Bear What Do You Hear??



Library- In the library, our Kindergarten through 2nd graders will be learning about genres or types of 
stories.  We will then begin our unit on story elements and how those things make up a story.  Our 3rd 
graders will begin a unit on Women in History. We will be learning about biographies and beginning to 
research different women who have impacted the world.  They will then be learning about nonfiction 
text features and how they can help us understand what we are reading.
 

PE- In PE the students have just finished up a successful bowling unit. Students worked together in 
groups to make their own bowling lane function and took turns trying to knock over all of the pins that 
were set up at the end of their lane. Everyone had a job to do and the students had a blast bowling 
strikes. The students have also been focusing on some fitness elements including running and 
jumping rope. Our students completed Jump Rope for Heart and raised around one thousand dollars 
for the American Heart Association. They did an awesome job! Looking into March we will continue 
practicing activities that go along with the season?s sports and hoping for warmer weather to get 
back outside after this cold February. 

Character Education-I am so excited to be here at Crosby 
teaching Character Education to all of your amazing children! 
We have been working on Empathy and Kindness since we 
started back to school in January. I have greatly enjoyed the 
stories of kindness from all our students. For March we are 
focusing on Bullying and recognizing what it means to be 
bullied and how to prevent it

-Mrs. Cossiboon 

.  

Counselor's Corner-

What is Fairness?  By definition it is treating everyone and everything the same.  Fairness is a difficult 
trait to exhibit consistently, and it causes a great deal of trouble at home and at school.  If children 
feel that one child is getting more attention, or if you are buying something for one and not the other 
they will say you are being UNFAIR.  We teach Fairness as consistently as possible.  Many times 
children feel that we are being unfair because they are not getting what they want.  Their perception 
will determine their behavior. 

 It is imperative that you talk with your child, beginning with validating their feelings, ?You seem 
angry?? ?You seem upset?? ?You seem sad??.  Then talk about the situation that upset them so that 
you both can understand what caused the negative feelings.  Sometimes we, as adults, are being 
Unfair.  If that is the case, then we need to admit it and apologize.  Seeing and hearing this from the 
adult in their lives makes a huge impact in a child?s life.  When your child thinks something is unfair, 
take the time to help them change their thinking from negative to positive.  Children with positive 
thoughts develop a healthy self-esteem and act in positive ways.  

At school students learn that everyone gets frustrated and mad.  It?s ok to be mad, the only bad thing 
about mad is how you react- do you hurt yourself? Do you hurt others? Or do you destroy property?  
Students learn that they do not have to be mean when they are mad, they can choose 

STOP

Talk it out

Listen and 



Work it out.

Remember students are constantly taking tests and 
showing what they have learned here at school.  At 
home, you can help them focus and be ready by 
setting a bedtime 8:00pm-8:30pm, feeding them 
healthy food and helping them make sure they are 
prepared by checking in with their teachers regularly, 
asking them what their favorite part of the day was 
and why and reminding them to complete 
assignments.  We can all help them by reminding the 
students to focus on the positive, using positive 
self-talk, and picturing themselves being successful.  

Remember: Your child?s success is three fold.  The 
Teacher plants the seed by teaching the material, 
encourages a love of learning by providing a nurturing 
environment in the classroom where a student feels 
safe to try and remains in touch with you to let you 
know how your student is doing.

The Parent prepares the student for learning by sending their child to school ready for the day.  
Checking their backpacks to make sure they aren?t bringing anything that will distract them from 
learning, reading with them every day or allowing them to read to you, making sure they do all 
assignments and staying in touch with the teachers.  

The Student puts forth the effort, keeps a positive attitude even when things get difficult, does the 
work and asks for help when needed.  Remember:  Our kids are never too young to learn, its never too 
early to support their learning every way you can.

If we work together our students will be unstoppable!

What?s new with PBIS?       

Third Quarter Celebration:  We will be hosting our third quarter celebration on Friday, March 22nd.  
Students will be treated to a ?Crosby Staff Karaoke? competition.  Last year, the award went to:  Mr. 
Kibbler, Mrs. O?Rourke, Mr. Elvir, and Mrs. Johnson for a Disney medley.  
We can?t wait to see which brave and talented staff members will take 
the trophy this year!

School-wide Booster:  (Coming Soon to the Crosby Theater)  We will 
host our fourth annual expectation booster.  As in the past, students 
will earn colored squares for following school expectations, which will 
be used to create a mosaic representing a movie.  Our focus will be on 
reteaching and reinforcing arrival and breakfast expectations.  
However, students may earn squares at any time from any staff 
member.  Once the mosaic has been completed, students will enjoy the 
show with their grade level.  Would you like to know what movie they will see?  Stay tuned...
 
 


