
Principals' Message

It is hard to believe that we are writing the final newsletter of the 
school year! It seems like such a short time ago we were welcoming 
our students on the first day of school. 

Our days continue to be busy and filled with many exciting learning 
opportunities in our classrooms and learning spaces, on field trips, 
and during special events. At this time of year, it is exciting to see 
how all of our students have grown. They are so proud of their 
accomplishments. We thank you for your ongoing support and for 
being an important member of our team.  We wish you a safe and 
happy summer! 

Please join us during the week of May 6th in celebration of our 
amazing staff during staff/ teacher appreciation week. We would run 
out of paper if we tried to list all of the incredible things the Crosby 
staff does for our students. Thank you to the Crosby PTO for 
organizing a week of celebration for these dedicated professionals.
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School Hours
Regular School Day

8:10 a.m.-3:05 p.m.

Half Day Staff Development 
8:10 a.m.-12:45 p.m.

Early Release Day
8:10 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

Important Dates
May 3rd

Non Attendance Day

Teacher Institute 

May 15th

Half Day Release at 12:45pm

May 27th

Non Attendance Day

Memorial  Day

May 31st

Last Day of School

Early Release at 1:30pm

 
Join the Crosby PTO! 
Attention all parents! We need you! Did you know that getting involved in the 
Crosby school parent group helps not only the school but also your own child?

Did you know....

- Kids with involved parents do better in school and score higher on tests.
- Kids with involved parents attend school more regularly and have better 

social skills.
- Kids with involved parents are more likely to pursue higher education.
- Kids with involved parents are more likely to get their homework done and 

have an overall better attitude about school.

The Crosby PTO is looking for parents willing to help get the PTO off and running 
for the 2019-2020 school year. Currently there are two board positions open 
including secretary and treasurer. Please contact Christina Swanson at 
crosbyelementarypto@gmail.com if you are interested in either of these positions 
or if you just want to help get us rolling and prepared for the upcoming school 
year.



Summer Kick-off Family Night ! 
Calling all Crosby families!  We are so excited to 
announce that we will be hosting a Summer 
Kick-off Family Night on Tuesday, May 28th from 
4-6pm.  Join us for a night of family fun to kick-off 
summer vacation. We will have face painting, a 
STEM station, an art activity, bingo, games and 
more.  Are you looking for ways to keep your 
children busy this summer?  We have ideas and 
info to share. Come on in and let us help you 
kick-off the ultimate Summer Vacation!

 Thank you Author, Chester Parks and  
The Harvard State Bank
On April 24th and 25th Crosby students had the chance to meet a 
real author, Chester Parks who resides right here in Harvard, 
Illinois.  Chester shared with students his most recent published 
book titled, Roger, the Invisible Dog.  Roger, the Invisible Dog, is 
an imaginary friend created by the author for his grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren. In reality, Roger is the child's 
conscience. Roger teaches them many things they will need to 
know growing up. He talks to them, giving them advice about 
what to do and how to behave as they transition from childhood 
to adolescence.The book contains 40 short stories intended for 
children in pre-school, Kindergarten, and 1st through 4th grades.

We want to give a huge shout out to The Harvard State Bank for 

donating a copy of Chester's book to each Crosby classroom.           

A Peek at Learning
KINDERGARTEN- Kindergarten is very busy learning and getting ready to make the big leap to first 
grade! In literacy and phonics we are focusing on our sight words, writing, and reading. The students 
are working hard identifying the order of events in a story and learning how authors use words to 
demonstrate their thoughts, feelings and opinions in a story. It is all starting to come together!  In 
science we are focusing on plants. Plant needs, parts of a plant and the plant life cycle have been 
areas of learning. In math we are decomposing teen numbers and adding and subtracting within five. 
The students are having fun using different manipulative and exploring numbers. We are looking 
forward to accomplishing a lot in May!   



1ST GRADE- In May first graders will continue studying plants.  We will learn about the different 
parts of plants as well as how plants survive, grow, and meet their basic needs. This will tie into our 
ReadyGen unit where we will answer the essential questions how do readers use describing words 
and key details to understand text and how do writers use temporal words to sequence narrative 
texts?  In mathematics, we are working with number sense from zero to one hundred twenty, 
geometric shapes(2D and 3D), fractions, and time to the hour and half hour
 

2ND GRADE- In reading second grade students will continue to learn about historical figures. 
Monolingual students will be reading about John Chapman (better known as Johnny Appleseed). 
Readers will read different texts on the same topic and compare the similarities and differences. 
They will learn how personal journeys have affected historical events. 

Dual language students will be reading Alfred Nobel: The Man Behind the 
Peace Prize in English class and about Cesar Chavez in Spanish class. 
Dual language students will identify an author's main purpose, determine 
main topic of a text, describe connections, use reasons to support 
answers, identify key details, and compare texts.

Math instruction in May will focus on geometry and fractions.  Students 
will be partitioning shapes into equal shares with discussions on fractions. 
Students will also be exploring more about length measurements and 
working with equal groups of objects to give students a foundation for 
their study of multiplication in 3rd grade.  Science instruction will focus on 
plant adaptations and how animals help in dispersing seeds and 
pollinating plants.

3RD GRADE- During our last month we will be working hard on getting students ready for fourth 
grade.  We will be visiting Jefferson Elementary to get a tour of the school and learn their 
expectations.  We will also be taking a field trip to Midway Village where they will be a part of a 
variety of hands on activities.

Math: We will be working on measurement and graphs to understand data.  Students will also have 
a  review of essential standards that have been covered this year.

ELA: We will be reading the book Below deck: A Titanic story.  We 
will be focusing on comprehending informational text. 

 SLA: We will be reading success stories about important people 
and their work.  We will be working a lot on oracy and author?s 
point of view.  Along with this we will be working on writing 
biographies. 

Social Studies: We will be learning about our government and how things work.

Science: We will be learning about space and plants.

Library-This month we will be finishing up our year by conducting a small research project and 
learning to identify credible sources in third grade.  In our other grades, we will be learning about 
Internet safety.  This month we will also be collecting overdue materials. So, look to see if you have 
any books from the library that has not been returned.  If you have a book that is overdue please 
return it as soon as possible.  We want to clear as many accounts as we can before the end of the 
year.



PE- The students of Crosby Elementary look forward to the month of May because they are able to 
participate outside on Hereley Field for physical education.  The students will engage in team 
building activities with individual and team sports to end the school 
year.  Students are also practicing after school with their Harvard 
summer league teams in soccer, baseball and softball.  Some of the 
skills students will be learning this month are golf, tennis, track and 
field, softball/baseball/teeball and soccer.  The students will also be 
participating in Field Day on Friday, May 24th in which they will 
participate in summer Olympic type activities.  Each student will also be 
receiving a color tee shirt thanks to the Crosby PTO organization and 
Harvard Chevrolet.  Please make sure to sign up for the last after 
school Crosby PTO sponsored sports camp which will be soccer 
starting on May 13th and concluding on May 17th.  Have a great 
summer and stay active!

Technology-During the month of May, students in technology time will be completing year end 
projects and learning new innovative tech lessons. Kinder will continue to work on Robotics and even 
design their own robot picture! First grade students are working in groups to program our school 
robot, Dash, so she can talk, flash her lights and even follow commands. Second grade students will 
be working on computer coding, to create a multi-faceted dance routine with characters, background 
dancers, backdrops and motion, all to the beat of a popular song! Third grade students will be 
working on ?Words of Kindness? all while learning about a Google Draw feature called ?word art?. 

What?s new with PBIS?- We are having a respect booster.  The theme is, ?We get the BIG picture.  
We show respect?.  We are completing a mosaic, which will reveal an image from a movie.  Students 
will view the movie when the mosaic is completed.  We are hoping to accomplish this goal by Monday, 
April 29th and viewed the movie on Tuesday, April 30th.  



Counselor's Corner-   

We spend a good amount of time teaching students how to be kind to others, i.e., sharing a smile, 
saying ?please? and ?thank you?, helping people around us, but we don?t often teach them how to 
care for themselves.  It is important that students learn how to care for themselves emotionally and 
physically.  We show we care for ourselves by making good choices, boosting our energy, elevating 
our mood, and handling the stresses of life.  When students have low energy and mood they feel 
anxious and stressed, they can?t concentrate on academics and have difficulty achieving their fullest 
potential.

You can help your child at home by following the Daily 5:

1.  Nutrition:  Eating healthy food.  Drink lots of water, eat vegetables, lean protein, and grains.  Cut 
back on soda, candy and fats.

2. Fun: Set aside time every day for your student to do something they like.  Sports, art, playing with 
friends or fun activities as a family.

3. Exercise: Daily 30 minutes or more of vigorous movement.

4. Social Support:  Spending time with people who your student likes, supports,  and cares for 
support and care for your student.

5. Rest: One of the most important things you can do for your student.  9-10 hours of sleep each 
night.  Lack of sleep contributes to attentional difficulties as well as behavior difficulties.  Sleeping 
means not watching tv, playing video games or listening to music.  

We will be reminding students to ?Do the Right Thing? through the end of the year. You can help us 
remind them as well by reminding them to and recognizing them for: 

1. Be kind to everyone they see

2. Doing their best to get to school on time each day

3. Listening to their teacher

4. Doing their homework and turning it in

5. Use manners in the cafeteria and everywhere

6. Resolve conflicts peacefully

7. Following the rules, even if they don?t agree

8. Showing sportsmanship by celebrating the winners    

   

   


