
EDUCATION MATTERS #74 
By Dr. Ben Yocom – Milan C-2 School District Superintendent 

“STRIVING FOR EXCELLENCE IN EVERYTHING” 
The end of the 2nd quarter and 1st semester will be on Wednesday, December 23rd, 2020 

at 12:45 p.m.  School will resume on Tuesday-January 5th, 2021 for the beginning of the 3rd 
quarter and 2nd semester.  At the conclusion of the 1st semester, the school will have been 
“In-Session” for seventy-two (72) days.  Remember, that Remote Days are considered 
“In-Session” and the school district can claim those days.  This provision was provided as an 
option for schools to respond to the potential unique circumstances within the pandemic.  This 
will also include if/when school is not held on-campus for Inclement Weather.  Students will be 
expected to engage in academic activities when school is not held on-site and specific details 
will be shared in the coming days.  Naturally, the ability to participate in instructional activities 
is much easier when a student has access to the internet and a computer device.  This will not 
be an issue for our students in grades 5-12; but could be a consideration or the students in 
grades PK-4, as the lower elementary students currently do NOT take the devices home each 
night.  The elementary staff will work to provide alternative options for the students in the 
grades that may not have devices.  The district has made significant strides to provide Kajeet 
Wi-Fi connections for students and staff in need.  Please contact Mrs. Dodson or any office for 
additional questions regarding the device or Wi-Fi connection needs. 

All in all, I am extremely proud of EVERYONE involved in providing a positive 
environment for our school and students.  To date, 12/7/20, we have had three (3) voluntary 
Remote Days and have not Shut Down one time for the pandemic.  This is a credit to the 
students, parents-guardians, community at-large and most importantly our staff!  I’m confident 
that when we are able to look back on this time – we will remember the tremendous efforts 
from many!  These efforts allowed us to provide a routine educational environment!  Again, I 
am truly thankful for all that everyone has done! 

The frequent changes from multiple agencies – state, local and national – has caused 
multiple adjustments to functionality.  We will continue to follow our local Health Department 
and their guidance throughout this pandemic and the Sullivan County Health Department 
(SCHD) have acted (and continue to act) HEROICALLY in the midst of extremely difficult 
circumstances.  If you happen to see any SCHD team member, please stop and tell them 
‘Thanks’!  I have the opportunity to observe other counties throughout the state and we, in 
Sullivan County, truly have a Health Department that emphatically cares about the well-being 
of all within our great area! 

The MC2 Sports programs have shifted into the Basketball side of things.  Our JH teams 
are winding down their respective seasons and given all of the potential hurdles within the 
pandemic; we’ve been able to have a full season!  The HS teams fared extremely well in the 
Tri-Rivers Classic – the boys took 3rd place and the Girls WON the TOURNAMENT!  If you have 
time, please watch the teams (in person if possible or on the internet via the schools YouTube 
page) – they are truly entertaining teams!  Again, I am so proud of the efforts by all coaches and 
student-athletes to take precautions and participate.  Mr. Tyler Clark, the MC2 Activities 
Director, continues to do a tremendous job preparing our teams and facilities for events! 



As we conclude 2020, I beg each person to stop and reflect on the past year.  Good, bad 
or indifferent, we all can learn something from the year.  It certainly will be historic.  The Milan 
C-2 School District has answered the call and continued to be a ‘shining light on the hill’ for 
schools in Northeast and North Central Missouri!  That is not an accident – it’s an intentional 
effort by MANY, MANY people!  

The monthly community update for the Better MC2 Project 2020 will be shared in the 
next few days and I encourage each person to review the progress.  The facility project will be a 
profound source of pride for the entire MC2 Nation when completed! 

Please do not hesitate to reach out to the school with questions.  Happy Holidays and 
remember, EVERY DAY is a GREAT DAY to be a MILAN WILDCAT! 
 


