
 

Hello, Harvard High School Parents and Students! 
 
I hope this letter finds you and your family safe, healthy, and ready to embark on an unparalleled year in 
education.  Thank you for your patience as we have been working diligently to get things prepared for 
your students and our staff.  Our goal is to give you as up to date and accurate information as we can. 
We have a lot to share, so let’s begin. 
 
Instructional Day/Daily Schedule: 
The first official day of instruction is Monday, August 24, 2020. During our remote learning, the hours of 
instruction will be 5 hours.  Daily instruction will be 9 am - 2 pm. Based on our current parameters there 
are three main factors that have influenced our approach to the schedule. 

● First, we have a shorter window daily for instruction.  
● Second, we want to make sure the schedule is manageable for both staff and students by 

reducing the number of courses taken at a time.  
● Third, we want to continue to offer students as many electives as possible.  

 
To work within these parameters, we will be condensing many traditional 18-week courses into six or 
9-week sessions.  Courses will meet four days a week (Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday) for 85 
minutes.  Students will work independently on Wednesdays.  Wednesday will be the contact day for all 
18-week classes such as PE and music.  
 
With that said, we will be teaching fewer classes at one time and scheduling them in condensed time 
frames. This allows us to reduce our regular A/B 8 block schedule down 3 to 4 classes meeting daily. 
By meeting daily and focusing on a reduced number of courses, we hope to provide stress relief for 
students not juggling eight different courses remotely at once. This also still allows students to earn 
credits and work toward their regular graduation requirements.  
 

6-week terms  9-week quarters 18-week (semester)  

● Department electives ● Graduation requirements  
● Advanced Placement  
● Dual Credit/Articulated 

credit * 

● Physical Education  
● Resource  
● Music  
● MCC classes  
● Community service  
● On the Job  

 
 

 



Semester 1 (18 weeks)  
08-24-20 – 12-22-20 

 

Quarter 1 (9 weeks)  
08-24-20 – 10-23-20 

Quarter 2 (9 weeks)  
10-26-20 – 12-22-20 

 

Term 1 (6 weeks)  
08-24-20 - 10-02-20 

Term 2 (6 weeks) 
10-05-20 – 11-13-20 

Term 3 (6 weeks) 
 11-16-20 – 12-22-20 

 
On Wednesday, August 19th, at 9:00 am your student will meet virtually with their homeroom teacher. 
During that time, they will make sure that students log into Powerschool (this replaces Teacherease) 
and receive an overview of what to expect with their daily schedule and remote learning.  It is important 
that all students attend their homeroom on Wednesday. Their homeroom teachers will send them a link 
to the Zoom meeting.  Wednesday will be the first point of contact for the school year for all students. 
Please make sure your student logs in for their homeroom on Wednesday. 
 
Virtual Parent/Student  Meet and Greet 
Friday, August 21st starting at 9:00 am we will have a meet and greet for students and parents.  A 
schedule will be sent out beginning next week with the details. 
 
Student Schedules 
Once we know students can access Powerschool during homeroom on Wednesday, we are planning to 
have schedules available to view. Student’s requests remained the same as we transferred to a new 
learning management system.  Because of a new remote learning schedule and creating student 
schedules in a new management system, we are working around the clock to get them all finalized as 
soon as possible. 
 
Student Learning Expectations 
This fall will look and run differently than last spring.  New learning and grades will be given.  Students 
will need to follow their daily schedule.  The teachers will provide specific information to their students 
regarding their classes.  Students will follow the regular bell schedule (see below). Although we are 
remote, it is expected that students attend their classes when scheduled daily.  Our students’ overall 
well being is our highest priority. Daily attendance and engagement of students is expected, whether 
participating in classes face to face or remotely. As usual, if a student will be absent from learning, 
parents will call into the school to report the absence. 
 
Student Supply Pickup  We are still working on a plan for supply pickup for students.  Once we have 
schedules finalized, we will be communicating with students who have supplies for their particular 
classes.  Not all students will require a supply pickup. 
 

 



Parent Support/Communication 
Every class will have a Google classroom page where assignments and activities will be posted. 
Students can invite their parents to their Google classroom.  The district has sent out information to all 
families on how to create an account and login to Powerschool.  Just like Teacherease, this is where 
you can monitor your student’s progress. 
 
Parent Community Liaison - Vanessa Mendoza 
Vanessa Mendoza is the Parent Community Liaison at Harvard High School. As your liaison, she can 
assist parents with questions about power school, remote learning, arrange meetings with case 
managers, and explain other topics that are of interest.  Please email or call her (please leave a 
voicemail) at vmendoza@cusd50.org and 815.943.6461 ext. 2261.  
 

Synchronous daily schedule  
(Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday) 

TEACHERS  STUDENTS 

7:45 - 9:00 am  Office hours/prep  

9:00 - 10:25 am  Class  9:00 - 10:25 am  Class  

10:35 am - 12:00 pm Class  10:35 am- 12:00 pm Class  

12:00 - 12:30 pm LUNCH  12:00 - 12:30 pm  LUNCH  

12:35 - 2:00 pm  Class  12:35 - 2:00 pm Class  

2:00 - 3:15 pm Office hours/prep  

 
Summary: 

● The first point of Contact is Wednesday, 9:00 am with the homeroom teacher. 
● Meet and Greet will be scheduled for Friday beginning at 9 am (schedule TBD) 
● Supply pick up days/times will be communicated to students during homeroom. 
● The first official day of instruction is Monday, August 24th starting at 9:00 am 
● Student schedules should be available by Wednesday, August 19, 2020 

 
Please know we understand that these are challenging times.  We are working hard to make this 
transition to remote learning as successful as we can. Thank you for your patience. We will update you 
as we get new information.   
 
Thank you for your continued support. We look forward to working with you and your student this year. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Carl Hobbs 
Principal, Harvard High School 

 

mailto:vmendoza@cusd50.org

