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ILLINOIS STATE MANDATES  

African American History Every public elementary 

school and high school shall 

include in its curriculum a 

unit of instruction studying 

the events of Black History. 

These events shall include 

not only the contributions 

made by individual African-

Americans in government 

and in the arts, humanities 

and sciences to the 

economic, cultural and 

political development of the 

United States and Africa, but 

also the socio-economic 

struggle which African-

Americans experienced 

collectively in striving to 

achieve fair and equal 

treatment under the laws of 

this nation. The studying of 

this material shall constitute 

an affirmation by students of 

their commitment to respect 

the dignity of all races and 

peoples and to forever 

eschew every form of 

discrimination in their lives 

and careers. 

7th and 8th Grade Social 

Sciences Curriculum Maps 

 

Black History Month Projects 

– 7th Grade 

Civics and Patriotism 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sec. 27 3. Patriotism and 

principles of representative 

government — Proper use of 

flag — Method of voting 

Pledge of Allegiance. 

American patriotism and the 

principles of representative 

government, as enunciated in 

the American Declaration of 

Independence, the 

Constitution of the United 

States of America and the 

Constitution of the State of 

Illinois, and the proper use 

and display of the American 

flag, shall be taught in all 

7th Grade Curriculum Maps – 

Constitution and Flag Unit 
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public schools and other 

educational institutions 

supported or maintained in 

whole or in part by public 

funds. No student shall 

receive a certificate of 

graduation without passing a 

satisfactory examination 

upon such subjects. 

Instruction shall be given in 

all such schools and 

institutions in the method of 

voting at elections by means 

of the Australian Ballot 

system and the method of the 

counting of votes for 

candidates. The Pledge of 

Allegiance shall be recited 

each school day by pupils in 

elementary and secondary 

educational institutions 

supported or maintained in 

whole or in part by public 

funds. (Source: P.A. 92 612, 

eff. 7 3 02.) 

Consumer Education 05 ILCS 5/27-12.1. 

Consumer education 

Sec. 27-12.1. Consumer 

education. 

a) Subject to the provisions 

of subsection (b) of this 

Section, pupils in the public 

schools in grades 9 through 

12 shall be taught and be 

required to study courses 

which include instruction in 

the area of consumer 

education, including but not 

necessarily limited to 

installment purchasing, 

budgeting, comparison of 

prices and an understanding 

of the roles of consumers 

interacting with agriculture, 

business, labor unions and 

government in formulating 

CHS Mandate 
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and achieving the goals of 

the mixed free enterprise 

system. The State Board of 

Education shall devise or 

approve the consumer 

education curriculum for 

grades 9 through 12 and 

specify the minimum amount 

of instruction to be devoted 

thereto. 

History Requirement 105 ILCS 5/27 21 (from Ch. 

122, par. 27 21) 

Sec. 27 21. History of United 

States. 

History of the United States 

shall be taught in all public 

schools and in all other 

educational institutions in 

this State supported or 

maintained, in whole or in 

part, by public funds. 

"The teaching of history 

shall have as one of its 

objectives the imparting to 

pupils of a comprehensive 

idea of our democratic form 

of government and the 

principles for which our 

government stands as regards 

other nations, including the 

studying of the place of our 

government in world wide 

movements and the leaders 

thereof, with particular stress 

upon the basic principles and 

ideals of our representative 

form of government." 

"The teaching of history 

shall include a study of the 

role and contributions of 

African Americans and other 

ethnic groups including but 

not restricted to Polish, 

Lithuanian, German, 

Hungarian, Irish, Bohemian, 

Russian, Albanian, Italian, 

7th and 8th Grade Social 

Science Curriculum Maps 
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Czech, Slovak, French, 

Scots, Hispanics, Asian 

Americans, etc., in the 

history of this country and 

this State." 

"The teaching of history also 

shall include a study of the 

role of labor unions and their 

interaction with government 

in achieving the goals of a 

mixed free enterprise 

system." 

No pupils shall be graduated 

from the eighth grade of any 

public school unless he has 

received such instruction in 

the history of the United 

States and gives evidence of 

having a comprehensive 

knowledge thereof. 

(Source: P.A. 92 27, eff. 7 1 

01; 93 406, eff. 1 1 04.) 

Irish Famine Study Sec. 27-20.6 

Every public elementary 

school and high school may 

include in its curriculum a 

unit of instruction studying 

the causes and effects of 

mass starvation in mid-19th 

century Ireland. This period 

in world history is known as 

the "Irish Famine", in which 

millions of Irish died or 

emigrated. The study of this 

material is a reaffirmation of 

the commitment of free 

people of all nations to 

eradicate the causes of 

famine that exist in the 

modern world. 

7th Grade Social Science 

Curriculum Map – 

Immigration between 1820-

1850 

Study of Women in History Paragraph 27-20.5 

Every public elementary 

school and high school shall 

include in its curriculum a 

unit of instruction studying 

the events of the history of 

8th Grade Social Sciences 

Curriculum Map 

 

7th Grade Projects in March 

Women’s History Month 
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women in America. These 

events shall include not only 

the contributions made by 

individual women in 

government, the arts, 

sciences, education, and in 

the economic, cultural, and 

political development of 

Illinois and of the United 

States, but shall also include 

a study of women’s struggles 

to gain the right to vote and 

to be treated equally as they 

strive to earn and occupy 

positions of merit in our 

society. 

EIU Living History Speakers 

visit CMS in March/April 

Leif Erickson Day October 9, if a school day, 

otherwise the school day 

nearest such date, is 

designated as Leif Erikson 

Day. On such day one half 

hour may be devoted in the 

schools to instruction and 

appropriate exercises relative 

to and in commemoration of 

the life and history of Leif 

Erickson and the principles 

and ideals he fostered. 

(Source: Laws 1961, p. 31.) 

 

American Indian Day The fourth Friday of 

September is designated 

"American Indian Day," to 

be observed throughout the 

State as a day on which to 

hold appropriate exercises in 

commemoration of the 

American Indians. 

(Source: Laws 1961, p. 31.) 

7th and 8th Grade Social 

Science Curriculum Maps 

(year long study of impact of 

the growth of the United States 

on American Indians) 

Illinois Law Week The first full school week in 

May is designated "Illinois 

Law Week". During that 

week, the public schools may 

devote appropriate time, 

instruction, study, and 

exercises in the procedures 

of the legislature and the 

7th Grade – Illinois Law and 

Constitution studied in May. 
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enactment of laws, the courts 

and the administration of 

justice, the police and the 

enforcement of law, citizen 

responsibilities, and other 

principles and ideals to 

promote the importance of 

government under law in the 

State. 

(Source: P.A. 92 85, eff. 7 12 

01.) 

 


