
5th Grade Social Science Unit:  Geography 
Approximate Duration of Study:  All Year 

Standards & 
Benchmark(s) 

Concepts & 
Skills/Essential 
Questions 

Vocabulary Term(s) Assessment(s) Helpful Activities & Resources 

 SS.G.1.5:  
Investigate how 
the cultural and 
environmental 
characteristics of 
places within the 
United States 
change over 
time. 

 

 SS.G.2.5:  
Describe how 
humans have 
utilized natural 
resources in the 
United States. 
 

 SS.G.3.5:  Analyze 
the effects of 
specific 
catastrophic and 
environmental 
events as well as 
technological 
developments 
that have 
impacted our 
nation and 
compare to other 
places. 
 
 
 

1. What are the 
different parts of a 
map? 

 Title 

 Legend 

 Compass rose 

 Inset map 
 
2. What is latitude and 
longitude? 

 Defining 
latitude 
(parallels) and 
longitudes 
(meridians). 

 How latitude 
and longitude 
lines are 
labeled. 

 Using grid lines 
on a map to 
determine 
latitude and 
longitude. 

 
3. What are cardinal 
and intermediate 
directions? 

 The cardinal 
directions are 
north, south, 
east, and west. 

-compass rose 
-legend 
-inset map 
-cardinal directions 
-intermediate 
directions 
-international border 
-latitude 
-parallel 
-longitude 
-meridian 
-time zone 
-hemisphere 
-axis 
-equator 
-North Pole 
-South Pole 
-grid 
-index 
-degrees 
-coordinates 
-geographic grid 
-projection 
-map sketch 
-mental map 
-political map 
-absolute location 
-Eurasia 
-relative location 
-bar scale 
-highway interchange 
-interstate highway 
-road map 

-Worksheets 
 
-Daily Geography 
(All Year) 
 
 

Daily Geography Book 
 
Hands-On Geography Pages 
 
Creating a compass rose using different colors 
for each direction (N,S, E, W) 



 SS.G.4.5:  
Compare the 
environmental 
characteristics of 
the United States 
to other world 
regions. 

 

 Intermediate 
directions are 
northeast, 
southeast, 
southwest, and 
northwest. 

 Differences 
between the 
two types of 
directions. 

 How they are 
labeled on a 
compass rose. 

 How they are 
used in 
geography. 

 
4. What are ways to 
describe the location of 
a place? 

 Latitude and 
Longitude 

 Directions 

 Hemispheres 
 
5. How do we 
determine the time for 
a place? 

 Define time 
zone 

 Number of 
time zones 

 Determine the 
time in a 
specific time 
zone/place 

 

-U.S. highway 
-canal 
-channel 
-lock 
-port 
-seaway 
-bay 
-forest 
-harbor 
-landform 
-mountain range 
-physical features 
-sound 
-strait 
-valley 
-volcanic mountain 
-desert 
-elevation 
-gulf 
-mouth 
-source 
-tributary 
-Canadian Shield 
-plains 
-shield 
-tundra 
-plateau 
-rainforest 
-Rio 
-archipelago 
-basin 
-cape 
-region 
-province 
-territory 
-isthmus 
-British Isles 
-United Kingdom 



6. What is a projection 
map? 

 Define 
projection 

 Robinson 
Projection Map 

 Mercator 
Projection Map 

 
7. How does the United 
States compare to 
other countries of the 
world? 

-Capitol 
-cultural landmark 
-District of Columbia 
(D.C.) 
-ellipse 
-memorial 
-geyser 
-hot spring 
-national park 
-arctic climate 
-climate zone 
-temperate climate 
-tropical climate 
-Arctic tundra 
-biome 
-ecosystem 
-polar projection 
-census population 
-cultural map 
-agriculture 
-economy 
-livestock 
-product 
-borough 
-diverse 
-ethnic 
-daylight saving time 
-standard time zone 
-aqueduct 
-dam 
-irrigation 
-everglade 
-geopolitical map 
-tourist map 
-coal 
-crude oil 
-natural resources 
-petroleum 



-civil war 
-Confederate States 
of America 
-history map 
-secede 
-Union 
-city planner 
-commercial area 
-community services 
-industrial area 
-landfill site 
-residential area 

 


