
5th Grade Social Science Unit: Colonies 
Approximate Duration of Study:  ~9 weeks 

Standards & 
Benchmark(s) 

Concepts & 
Skills/Essential 
Questions 

Vocabulary Term(s) Assessment(s) Helpful Activities & Resources 

 SS.IS.1.3-5: 
Develop essential 
questions and 
explain the 
importance of 
the questions to 
self and others. 

 SS.IS.2.3-5:  
Create 
supporting 
questions to help 
answer essential 
questions in an 
inquiry. 

 SS.IS.3.3-5:  
Determine 
sources 
representing 
multiple points of 
view that will 
assist in 
answering 
essential 
questions. 

 SS.IS.4.3-5: 
Gather relevant 
information and 
distinguish 
among fact and 
opinion to 
determine 

1. What were the 
original 13 colonies? 
 
2. What were the 
different groups of 
colonies? 
 
3. What colonies were 
in each group? 
 
4. How did the groups 
of colonies differ from 
each other? (i.e. 
geography, way of life, 
etc.) 
 
5. Why did people 
settle in a certain 
colony? 
 
6. What was the 
geography and climate 
of the colonies like? 
 
7. How did the people 
live in the colonies? 
(i.e. transportation, 
jobs, education, etc.) 
 
8. Who were some 
famous people from 
the colonies? 

-growing season 
-tidewater 
-fall line 
-backcountry 
-town meeting 
-self-government 
-dissenter 
-banish 
-industry 
-export 
-import 
-Middle Passage 
-slave trade 
-proprietor 
-representative 
-treaty 
-free market 
economy 
-free enterprise 
-artisan 
-laborer 
-apprentice 
-plantation 
-legislature 
-refuge 
-debtor 
-cash crop 

Chapter 7 Study 
Guide 
 
Graphic Organizers 
 
Colonies Project 
 
Colonies Billboard 

Textbook 
 
Study Guide 
 
Colonies Billboard Activity 
 
Use of graphic organizer to organize 
information for project 
 
Computer lab time to research 
 
Colonies project—Students will be given one 
group of colonies to research.  They will create 
a project (possible projects include a 
PowerPoint, poster, diorama, mobile, or other 
project approved by the teacher) based on their 
group of colonies.  Students will include the 
states/capitals, the geography and climate, 
famous people, and the way of life 
(transportation, jobs, education, 
fun/entertainment, etc.) for their group of 
colonies. 
 
Colonies Project Rubric 
 
Crossword Puzzle 
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credibility of 
multiple sources. 

 SS.IS.5.3-5: 
Develop claims 
using evidence 
from multiple 
sources to 
answer essential 
questions. 

 SS.IS.6.3-5: 
Construct and 
critique 
arguments and 
explanations 
using reasoning, 
examples, and 
details from 
multiple sources. 

 SS.H.2.5: 
Use information 
about a historical 
source-including 
the maker, date, 
place of origin, 
intended 
audience, and 
purpose-to judge 
the extent to 
which the source 
is useful for 
studying a 
particular topic. 

 SS.H.3.5: 
Explain probable 
causes and 
effects of events 
and 



developments in 
U.S. history. 

 


