
   

Tell your senior student how proud of them you are by  

purchasing a parent ad in our yearbook. The yearbook staff is  

currently selling senior parent ads for the 2020-2021 yearbook.  The 

cost is $25. This can include a photo(s) and a message.  The area for 

the ad is approximately 3.5 x 2.25”.  If you have questions, contact 

Music Notes—December 2020 & January 2021 
Stacy Fink—PreK-12 Vocal      Todd Walter—5-12 Instrumental 

**2020 Fruit Sale Update: 
Thank you to all who participated in our fruit fundraiser and donation drive!  Fundraiser proceeds go toward 
licensing fees, honor band/choir registration fees, related materials, and instrument repairs/upgrades (like our NEW 
additional ukuleles).  We continue to accept donations regardless of the time of year, and we are grateful for your 
generosity.  Orders will arrive the first week of December (scheduled for Thursday, December 3). Orders will likely 
be able to be picked up anytime after noon.  Please remember that all fruit is guaranteed to be fresh by the 
company, so call the school if you have rotten pieces of fruit so they can be replaced.  The music department will 
have some leftovers available for sale on a first come, first serve basis. 

Winter Performances 

As was stated in last month’s newsletter, students in grades PK-8 will host virtual performances in place of the fall/

winter concerts. Watch for elementary and junior high performances to be posted in the coming weeks of 

December. Information will be emailed to families of students involved, as well as posted on the school website and 

Facebook page. 

The HS Choir and Band concerts are still set to happen at 7:00 P.M. on 12/14 and 12/17 respectively as previously 

planned.  However, in accordance with Gov. Reynolds' latest proclamations, the audience will be limited to 2 

attendees per student participant. A ticket will be required for admittance to the concert.  Ushers will escort 

attendees to socially-distanced seats in the auditorium.  All performers and attendees are required to wear masks 

for the entire performance.  

The HS concerts will be live-streamed via the school's Facebook page for those not in attendance. (https://

www.facebook.com/West-Central-Community-Schools-144673972224288) 

You can continue to stay updated about concert information as it evolves by visiting the WC Music Department 

Webpage: https://sites.google.com/wc.k12.ia.us/wcmusic/concerts/updates 

The music department is normally busy, busy, busy in preparations for the many winter concerts and performances, 
as well as looming honor events in January.  This year has caused us to slow down and savor all of the music making 
that CAN still occur in our classrooms on a daily basis.  We hope you are able to savor similar moments with your 
families and friends in a safe way this holiday season.   

https://www.facebook.com/West-Central-Community-Schools-144673972224288
https://www.facebook.com/West-Central-Community-Schools-144673972224288
https://sites.google.com/wc.k12.ia.us/wcmusic/concerts/updates






Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from your school nurse.   

 Many blessings come with this message. I wanted to update everyone on a few things at 

school in the health aspect.   

 As we see positive cases of COVID spread around the area, we have been lucky and our 

school numbers are stable. I continue to work closely with the Fayette County Public Health to 

keep updated on any news. Please continue to wear your mask, practice good handwashing and 

sanitizing. Remember if your child is sick, is exposed or tested for COVID please let the school 

know of their symptoms and  the date they were tested.  

 A reminder to be sure to send gloves, hats, snow pants and boots with your student for  

recess.  With the holidays and kids being home, now is a good time to check them for lice and treat 

them if needed.  Using this “down” time to treat and clean/disinfect will help so that your child won’t 

miss school.  Another reminder, is that if your student has a fever, is vomiting, or has diarrhea they 

must be free of those symptoms for 24 hours, without the use of medications before they come 

back to school.  Thank you. 

 I hope everyone has a safe and happy holiday!!!!!! 

~ Nurse Bonnie 



In second grade students continue to work on showing Blue Pride 

and being the best versions of themselves.  We have completed the 

first unit in Math and are working on mastering different strate-

gies for addition and subtraction.  We are actively learning how to 

correctly use our chromebooks.  Students are learning how to sign 

in and use the features of Seesaw.  Students are free reading on a 

daily basis and taking AR quizzes on the books they read.  We have started working on our par-

ent Christmas gifts. 
 

Second graders are continuing to develop strong writing skills.  We continue to work on  

drafting strong sentences using proper capitalization and punctuation skills.  Students write 

daily in their journals and continue to work on opinion writing as well as beginning to work on 

informational writing skills.  We continue to work with our chromebooks using Brainpop Jr. and 

Seesaw.  We are into the second unit of math.  In social studies we continue to learn about 

November has been busy in the Kindergarten  

classroom! We have had many fun activities along 

with all of our daily work! 

 In Reading, we have been learning more new sight 

words.  We have learned about characters, setting, 

problems and solutions, story recall, rhyming words, 

sequencing and comparing and contrasting.  Some of our stories this month included:  Thanks-

giving Day, Thanksgiving is for Giving Thanks, MOVE!, Jonathan and his Mommy, Listen, Listen 

and My Five Senses.  We completed another set of sounds in Jolly Phonics, too!  We are now on 

our 5th set of sounds and will be reading before you know it!!   

In math we have been working on geometry, doubles, and equations.  Mrs. Kuennen has joined us 

often, both for math and literacy centers. Looking ahead we will be working on addition and 

subtraction! 

Finally, we enjoyed making fun Thanksgiving crafts to decorate our room and the bulletin 

boards. We hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving…now the countdown begins for  

Christmas! 



 
Warm greetings from the 4th grade classroom! 
The fourth graders have been working hard at analyzing different types 
of text in reading. Fourth grade is a pivotal year in the sense that fourth 
graders are expected to have mastered the basics of reading and are 
now ready to “dig deeper.” Some of the skills fourth graders are  
working on are as follows: 

 
• Summarizing the main topic of a text and the key supporting details.  
• Pointing out the evidence used to explain or support what an author is writing about and why.  
• Giving in-depth descriptions of characters, setting (s), and events in a story.  
• Explaining events, procedures, or a timeline of historical events based on written texts.  
• Interpreting information from charts, images, videos, time lines, and diagrams and explaining how it 
fits with the information read. 
* Determining the author’s purpose. Is the author trying to persuade, inform, or entertain the reader? 
You can support the students in their reading growth by discussing what they’ve read after they have 
completed their 20 minutes each night.  
  
Multiplication and division are the focus right now In math. The students are in the midst of deepening 
their knowledge of these two number operations. They are also enjoying the calendar aspect of our 
new math series, Bridges. The Bridges curriculum uses different patterns aligned with the days of the 
month. So far, the students have been introduced to equivalent fractions and reviewed telling time on 
an analog clock. 
  
We have our new FOSS kit which will help us to learn about electricity and magnetism. One of the 
activities is to take apart Christmas lights to see if they use parallel or series circuits. Have you ever 
had one light burn out in your string of Christmas lights and the whole string goes out? Or do the rest 
of them keep burning? The answer to that question will help you know what kind of circuit is used in 
your lights. 
    
In Social Studies, we are currently learning about the different ways the regions of the United States 
have changed over time. Don’t fret, though! The students will still learn the geography of our great 
country. We are participating in the 50 States Postcard Challenge. In the challenge, we will be writing 
postcards about our great state of Iowa and sending one to each of the fifty states. I can’t wait to see 
the postcards from all over the country! 
 
~ Mrs. Even 

 What child doesn’t like plants and animals!  In science we will 
begin the unit “Structures of Life”.  We will be sharing our classroom with 
plants and crayfish to learn about life cycles.  We will also be studying 
the human skeleton and finding out how our bones and muscles function 
to provide us with support, movement, and protection. It looks as if we 
have an exciting couple of months ahead! 
 In reading the third graders continue to work on becoming  

accurate, expressive readers.  We will also continue to work on  
comprehension and use various strategies to help make connections to our reading.  Writing about 
our reading will help us solidify our thoughts and integrate our writing skills.  Please continue to have 
your child read his/her AR book at home every night.    
 We will continue to work on multiplication in math.  Knowing the basic math facts fluently will 
benefit all students.  Please encourage your child to practice their basic math facts at home every 
night. 

Ready or not, winter is here!  Please be sure to send the appropriate winter gear/clothing for 
your child.  We will go outside for recess, unless the temperature is below zero.  

 



This is a fun and exciting time of the year in 5th grade!  In reading 

we will be finishing a few more lessons in our Journeys textbook  

before we move on to some novel units in January. 

In science we’re moving along with our life science unit.  We will be 

receiving our Foss Kit soon where we will hopefully get to have some 

new “class pets” to help teach us about life cycles! In social studies we will be continuing to 

learn about the 13 colonies. We have a lot of fun activities coming up with Christmas just around 

the corner!   

I am loving my time on maternity leave at home with my little girl, but I’m also looking forward 

to being back with the kids again in January!  I would like to give a special thank you to Mrs. 

Hadden who has done an AMAZING job with the 5th grade while I’ve been gone!  She has made 

me feel so confident that the kids were in good 

hands so I could enjoy my time at home and not 

have to be worried about how things 



January’s N.I.C.E. Word of the Month 
 

CITIZENSHIP 

 

Citizenship is the theme for the month of January.  You can be a good citizen by using good manners.  Saying 

“please” and “thank you”, sharing with your friends, and taking turns are good ways to act. Showing care and 

concern through kind words is something a good citizen remembers to do.  When you tell people that you like 

them, ask a friend to play with you, or tell your parents you appreciate them, you are showing that you care 

about the feelings of others. 

 
A good citizen is someone who knows how to obey the rules at home, at school, and in the community.  When 

you obey rules you are showing that you respect authority and those who make rules.  Many times rules are 

made so that everyone involved will be treated fairly and with respect.  Rules are important because they keep 

people safe.  A good citizen is someone who cares for the property of others in the same way that she/he would 

care for their own things. Handling a friend’s toy with care, cleaning up at home, using school materials care-

fully, and remembering not to litter are ways that you show respect for someone else’s property. 
When you accept responsibility for your own actions, you are showing good citizenship.  Not following a rule, 

breaking someone’s toy, or using unkind words are mistakes that we all make.  By admitting mistakes and 

apologizing for them, you are showing that you want to improve your behavior.  A good citizen is someone 

who is not afraid to admit that he/she is wrong and is always willing to ask for a second chance.  Please be 

good citizens at home, school, and out in the community. 

October Reading Certificates 

3RD GRADE 

   Kynlee Bunn 

   Braxton Landis 

   Ava Miller 

   Delaney Wells 

4TH GRADE 

   Oliver Cushion - 3 Certificates 

   Khloee Cannon - 2 Certificates 

   Zoey Lovell - 3 Certificates 

   William Kent-Thomas - 2 Certificates 

   Addison Streittmatter  
   Joanna Westendorf - 2 Certificates 

   Blaketon Cavnar 

   Skylar Blume - 2 Certificates 

   Waylon Martin 

5TH GRADE 
   Antaune Allen 
   Braeden Williams 
   Kamryn Kappmeyer - 2 Certificates 
   Madelyn Michels 
   Daniel Miller 
   Christopher Streif 
   Ashton Squires - 2 Certificates 
   Cullen Ingels 
   Dayton Hepker 
   Braeden Williams  
   Beckett Baker - 4 Certificates 
   Izabella Munley - 2 Certificates 
   Aly Vick  
   Blake Eitel 
   Carter Stewart 
   Avery Puls - 2 Certificates 
   Caylee Cole 
   Harlow Bender 
   Ella Kleppe 

6TH GRADE 

   Cale Baker 

   Briley Childs 

   Lilli Eitel 
   Piper Hepker - 2 Certificates 

   Emma Lamphere 

   Lizzy VanHyfte 

   Maddison Witham 

   Lincoln Sieck 
 



  West Central will be serving its Holiday  

Dinner on Tuesday, December 15th, 2020. 

This will be carry out or delivery ONLY. If you 

are a senior citizen and would like to enjoy 

the holiday meal, please call the school to make your  

reservation. Please call by Thursday, December 10th.  

563-637-2283 

Each year the West Central "At-Risk" Committee helps families 

during the holiday season that are having a difficult time. We hold 

an annual Giving Tree and Food Drive to help our local families. 

Unfortunately, our Giving Tree will not be put up this year, instead 

we are asking you to contact the school if you are interested in 

helping. We will assign you with a child from the list. Please  

purchase a gift and return it to the school office with the name of 

the child you were given by December 15th. For our annual food 

drive, bring non-perishable food items and paper products to the school. Cash donations are 

also appreciated and can be given or sent to the office.   

5th Grade flag essay winners 

1st place: Christopher Streif;  
2nd place: Kamryn Kappmeyer;  
3rd place: Harlow Bender  

Presented by:  
Bill Brownell and Jon Harrison 



December’s N.I.C.E. Word of the 

Month 
RESPECT 

 

 

Respect is our N.I.C.E. theme for this month.  Respect is the 

concern for the rights of others, and wanting to value all 

things – living and nonliving.  Treating others the way you 

want to be treated is showing respect.  

 

Here are some things that you could discuss with your children: 

--Self-respect:  Exercise and eat healthy food. 

--Respect for authority:  Obey parents, teachers, bus drivers, and others in authority. 

--Respect for others:  Treat others the way you want to be treated, and accept differences in others. 

--Respect for property:  Take care of your things, and those that you may borrow from others. 

--Respect for the environment:  Help keep the outdoors clean, and respect the homes of wild animals. 

Educational Equality 
It is the policy of the West Central Community School District not to illegally discriminate on the basis of race, color, national 

origin, gender, disability, religion, creed, age (employment only), marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity and  

socioeconomic status (students/programs only) in its educational programs and its employment practices. There is a grievance 

procedure for processing complaints of discrimination. If you have questions or a grievance  

related to this policy please contact the district's Equality Coordinator. 

Fred Matlage, Superintendent  

305 Pember St., 563-637-2283 fmatlage@wc.k12.ia.us 

In America, Homeless Children are Never School-less Children 
 

Do you know of any homeless children living in the West Central Community School District?  Iowa law provides a free public  

education to all qualifying children, including those who might be temporarily homeless.  West Central Community School stands 

ready to provide education services to all qualifying children currently residing in our district. 

If you have any information regarding qualified children currently not enrolled, please contact  

Matthew Molumby, PK-12th Principal at 563.637.2283. 

If you are the parent/guardian of a Homeless Child, please contact our school.  We are committed to providing a quality education to 

all children. 

Homeless Child or Youth is defined as a child or youth from age of 3 years through 21 years who laces a fixed, regular, and adequate 

nighttime residence and includes the following: 

1. A child or youth who is sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or a similar reason; is 

living in a motel, hotel, trailer park, or camping grounds due to lack of alternative adequate accommodations; is living in an 

emergency or transitional shelter; is abandoned in a hospital; or is waiting foster care placement. 

2. A child or youth who has a primary nighttime residence that is a public or a private place not designed for or ordinarily used as a 

regular sleeping accommodation for human beings.. 

3. A migratory child or youth who qualifies as Homeless because the child or youth is living in circumstances described in  

paragraphs “1” through “3” above. 


