
December 6, 2020      Pastor Steve Hardy 

 

“An Attitude of Humble Deference”   Philippians 2:1-4 

 

Series: “Philippians”      

 

A proud and independent spirit will challenge our ability to “stand together,” walking worthy of 
the gospel of Christ with one spirit and mind as we were encouraged to do last week, from 
Philippians 1:27-30.  Living according to this calling will require a central attitude supremely 
manifested by Jesus, who is King of kings and Lord of lords. It is humility, the focus of our 
messages as we contemplate the incarnation in Philippians 2:1-11. 
 

I.  Your relationship to JESUS CHRIST is the foundation for humility, 2:1. 
 
 A.  We have ENCOURAGEMENT in Christ. 
 
 B.  We have COMFORT in Christ’s love. 
 
 C.  We have FELLOWSHIP in the Spirit. 
 
 D.  We have COMPASSIONATE HEARTS in Christ. 
 
II.  Your relationship to OTHERS is the demonstration of humility, 2:2-4. 
 
 A.  In humility I defer to the MIND of another, 2, also v. 5. 
 
 B.  In humility I defer to the SIGNIFICANCE of others, 3. 
 
 C.  In humility I defer to INTERESTS of others, 4. 
 
There is an expectation that when confronted by the majesty of God we will, like Isaiah and 
others, humble ourselves.  It is because we gain in God’s presence a sense of reality about 
who we are—the pride of our thinking, the truth about our significance, and the selfish nature 
of our interests.  From that place and then transformed by our relationship with Jesus we are 
able to give deference to the mind of Christ, and further defer to the significance and interests 
of others. 
 



Family Time: 

We have entered the “Christmas season.”  Which of our “holiday traditions” actually focus on 

the birth of Jesus?  Are there some of them that actually promote selfish interests, rather than 

humility that defers to the interests of others?  Consider together as a family what you can do 

to make Christmas more Christ-centered, and less self-centered. 

For Further Study, Thought, and Discussion: 

This significant passage we will be considering this Christmas season, Philippians 2:1-11, 

focuses on the example of Christ’s humility as what should form our mind, or way of thinking.  

It begins in v. 1 with a “condition” as the prerequisite for this healthy mental attitude, then 

moves into application. 

 

1.  The word “encouragement” is rooted in the idea of “calling to oneself”, in the sense of 

encouragement or exhortation.  What encouragements or exhortations come from Christ, 

either by his example or teaching, as it relates to giving consideration of others in relationship 

to oneself? 

 

2.  The word translated “comfort” in 2:1 (“comfort from love”) can carry the idea of 

encouragement or incentive.  This “comfort” comes from agape love—the self-sacrificial love of 

God.  How did God’s love provide incentive for the incarnation of Christ?  What should such 

love encourage or provide incentive for us to do in consideration of others in relationship to 

ourselves? 

 

3.  What role and importance does fellowship in the Spirit of God have in our deference to the 

mind of Christ, or to the significance and interests of others?  What is our role in accessing the 

Spirit as a resource enabling such deference, as indicated by Galatians 5:16-26? 

 

4. What is the importance of “affection and sympathy”, other translations being “tenderness” 

and “compassion,” when it comes to the significance and the interests of others?  Cite some 

instances from the life of Jesus where he demonstrated affection and sympathy toward others.  

What was the cost to himself, and benefit to others as he lived by these qualities?  Think of a 

present relationship you have where such a heart has led, or will lead you to action, and if you 

are in a group share that experience or plan.   

NEXT WEEK:  Philippians 2:5-7, An Attitude of Humble Service 
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