
 

 

February 18, 2014      7:00-9:39 p.m.      Regular Board Meeting        Junior High Shared  Common Area 
  
--The regular School board meeting was called to order by Chair Dianne Burke.  Trustees Vice Chair 
Debbie Lester, Michele Bashor (arrived later at 8:40 pm), Jami Romney-FitzGerald, Teresa Teagle, 
David Weber & Andrew Stevenson; Supt. Randy Cline; Principals Jake Haynes, Judy McKay (left at 
approximately 8:20 pm), & Aaron Griffin; and District Clerk-Cindy McMurray were also present.   
 

I.  Call to Order 
 
 
 
 
 

Meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

II.  Pledge of  
Allegiance 

 
--Recognition was given to the following: (1) Ceara Piediscalzzi - Thank you for organizing the 
Teens for Jeans drive. She collected 390 pairs of jeans for the homeless in the Missoula area; (2) 
Kyle Johnston- Congratulations on your selection to participate in the 2013 U.S. Department of 
State American Youth Leadership Program for Cambodia; (3) Natalie Bova- Congratulations on 
your selection to participate in the 2014 U.S. Department of State American Youth Leadership 
Program for Cambodia; (4) Scott Munoz- Thank you for your medical expertise and help provided 
during an accident at a home basketball game; (5) Katie Toavs- For hard work and dedication to 
bring the Governor of the State of Montana to Frenchtown High School; (6) Eli Fields- For Countless 
hours spent helping colleagues work through the challenges of the Infinite Campus grade book 
system; (7) Frenchtown School District Spelling Bee: 1st-Lydia West (6th Grade), 2nd- Abby 
Sherwood (5th – Grade), 3rd-Aubrie Zohner (6th Grade) & 4th-Aiden Cyr (6th Grade); (8) Mrs. Deena 
Putnam and the “Lunch Crew,” at Frenchtown Schools.   “Frenchtown School successfully adopted 
the CATCH Eat Smart mod-el and created a personal, warm, and inviting café environment. The 
Frenchtown school cafeteria is now known as the Colt Café (Frenchtown Colts).  Kids, staff, and 
community members all pitched in to not only provide a cafeteria with school spirit but a place that 
rein-forces healthy habits while kids dine,” as stated by Lisa Tims, CATCH Coordinator for St. 
Patrick’s Hospital; & (9) Board Chair, Dianne Burke, recognized Supt. Randy Cline who just got back 
from the National Convention for Superintendent of the Year.  He was representing Montana for 
National Superintendent of the Year. 
 

III. Board 
Recognition- 

     Presentation 
 

--None. 
--Board Chair Dianne Burke asked the Board if it would be okay to move Old Business Agenda Item 1) 
Eagle Scout Project up on the agenda.  Consensus okay.  See below for discussion. 
 

IV. Public Comment 
     Period 
 

--Trustee Teresa Teagle provided an update on the PTSA Carnival that is scheduled for April 11, 
2014.  They still need volunteers for this project that is geared for K-6 graders.  If anybody is 
available please contact the PTSA  
 

V.  Individuals & 
     Delegations to  
     Address the Board 

A. PTSA 
 

--None. 
 

B. Student Council 
 

--Gypsy Ray (Coordinator), Eric Belker (Youth Development Coordinator) & Ginger Belker 
(Evaluator) were in attendance to provide information about the Frenchtown Community Coalition.  

VI. Staff Presentation 
 



 

 

Gypsy Ray noted that this Coalition started in 2008 with Frenchtown School District receiving a 
three year Federal Grant to Reduce Alcohol Abuse.  In 2009 Missoula County started granting 
Substance Abuse Prevention Mill Levy funds.  In October of 2013 they received a five year 
$121,000/year Federal Drug Free Communities grant (SAMHSA).  This last grant is to pay mainly 
salaries for the Frenchtown Community Coalition staff which include 1 Coordinator, 2 Youth 
Development & Activities Coordinators & 1 Project Success Counselor.  The Coalition members 
come from a variety of community sectors: students, parents, businesses, media, school, youth 
organizations, legal, religious, state & local agencies.  An MPNA survey of 86 students found that 
alcohol use increased from 19.8% (during 8th grade) to 57.4% (during 12th grade) for the class of 
2012.  These results are higher than the State average.  Because of the survey results the grants 
were designed to target alcohol & marijuana use.  The two goals are: Increase Community 
Collaboration & Reduce Youth Use of Alcohol and Marijuana.  They are planning on utilizing media 
& outreach to publish coalition events, network with other community groups & sector 
representatives, prove outreach to the community & provide for opportunities for meaningful 
involvement for coalition members.  To reduce youth use they are planning to educate alcohol 
retailers, increase enforcement strategies, publicize law enforcement activities & consequences of 
use, enact policy change, engage in media advocacy around the risk of substance abuse, sponsor 
substance free & prevention activities, & provide appropriate & accessible materials to parents. 
Lowell Hochhalter, the previous Coordinator, prepared a Parent Resource Guide.  The Coalition 
plans on updating the guide for distribution at a later date.  Discussion occurred on how to reduce 
consumption of alcohol and marijuana such as; how to notify authorities if drug and alcohol related 
activities happen in the Frenchtown area, collaborating with other groups in the area, and looking 
at the possibility of obtaining a Resource Officer to provide a mentoring role with the students. 
 
--The consent agenda included: Minutes from regular board meeting of 1/21/14 & special board 
meeting of 2/6/14; claims warrants for the month of January 2014 in the amount of $214,270.06; 
Bus Route Change-mileage change for Route 7 so that it becomes Route 7A; Resignations-None. A 
couple of minor changes to the draft minutes were made.  Discussion occurred in regard to the 
actual motion made for cancelling the stale dated checks.  It was noted that because action had 
already been started, the Board couldn’t redo the discussion/vote.  Discussion concerning Warrant 
#59086 to Falcon Communications occurred. It was noted that Dianne Burke worked as a 
consultant for Falcon Communications as well as many other businesses in town.  A number of the 
past Board members have also worked for companies that the District did business with.  Debbie 
Lester noted that at her workplace she was required to disclose business relationships even if they 
don’t necessarily equate to a conflict of interest. Per board consensus, Supt. Randy Cline will ask the 
Montana School Boards Association (MTSBA) to come up with a disclosure form for future 
Trustees.   Trustee Michele Bashor asked about the Bus Route change that was based on homeless 
laws.  Principal Aaron Griffin noted that while the District has had 3 in the past seven years, this 
year we have already had 10.  Laws for transportation, enrollment in the School District, etc. for 
homeless students are covered by the McKinley-Vento Homeless Assistance Act law.  Motion by 
Lester, seconded by Stevenson, to approve the consent agenda with the amendments to the 
minutes of 1/21/14 as discussed. Board Comment-None. Public Comment-None.  Unanimous 
(Unan)  
 

VII.Consent Agenda 
A. Minutes 
B. Warrants 
C. Approve Bus 

Route changes 
D. Ratify letters of 

resignation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

--Financial report for January 2014 with total expenditures for the month at $918,458.02.  
Discussion occurred in regards to the Insurance Trust Fund report.  Claims are lower than they 
were last year.  We are hoping for good news in regards to premiums for next year.  Supt. Randy 
Cline noted that we would schedule a meeting with Allegiance to discuss to outlook for this year’s 
insurance claims and revenues.   
 

VIII.Reports 
A. Financial Report 
 
 
 

--Board Chair Dianne Burke noted that the staff meeting scheduled for 2/13/14 was cancelled due 
to the late school start on Thursday.  The new schedule is 2:30 pm on Friday 2/21 for K-6 and 7:45 
am in the auditorium on Thursday 2/27.  Supt. Randy Cline went over a couple of items in his 
report: (1) The District has a $35,000 technology levy plus receives approximately $2,000/month 
from Speed Connect for the wireless licenses we lease to them.  However, we don’t have near 
enough money to run a 4-5 year computer replacement (we have 650) and a 5-7 year networking 
equipment replacement cycle.  So our equipment “refresh” plan is “run them until they die.” (2) He 
did note that our enrollment, with the help of out-of-district students has increase enough that our 
General Fund budget should be in a better place next year than this past year. (3) The District is 
trying a month long trial period of allowing teachers to pick their substitutes in Subfinder. District 
Clerk Cindy McMurray noted that the absence analysis from Subfinder does not match the actual 
leave slips absence codes. There are both errors in input by coding and/or what is approved at the 
District Office after receiving the leave slips. The differences are material.  (4) Discussion occurred 
in regards to the public parking along the loop at the High School which is a no park zone.  Potential 
safety issues are at stake in regards to students and emergency vehicles obtaining clear access. (5) 
The Board will work more on Mid-Term reports and Scheduling review in future work-sessions.  
Motion by Lester, seconded by Teagle, to approve the Financial and Administrative reports.  
Board Comment-None. Public Comment-None.  Burke, Lester, Romney-FitzGerald, Teagle, 
Weber & Stevenson voted aye.  Bashor abstained since she wasn’t present during the entire 
Financial & Administrative reports discussion.  Motion passed. 
 

B. Administrative 
Reports 
1) K-4 
2) 5-6 
3) 7-8 
4) 9-12 
5) Technology 
6) Maintenance 
7) Activities/ 

Athletic 
Director 

8) Transportation 
9) Superintendent 

10) Administrative 
Assistant 
 

--Jacob Dilworth provided the Board with details of his proposed Eagle Scout project to install two 
(2) high school competition concrete discus pads with regulation metallic rings and 12 buried 
ground sleeves to receive future safety cages.  Also to provide the design, layout, labor and 
materials for one (1) practice (no throw) concrete pad with a painted regulation ring.  This project 
does not include the safety cages required for the two (2) $2,500/each competition rings. Most of 
the materials are being donated by Tollefson Construction with Jacob providing most of the labor.  
Discussion occurred in regards to the current discus ring, number of students practicing on the one 
ring, sharing between the Junior High & High School students, and timing of installation.  Motion by 
Weber, seconded by Teagle, to approve the Eagle Scout discus ring project proposed by 
Jacob Dilworth.  Board Comment-The Board thanked Jacob for putting together such a nice 
presentation and for proposing the project.  Public Comment-None.  Unan 
 

IX. Business 
A. Old 

1) Review/Action: 
Eagle Scout 
Project 
 

--Board Chair Dianne Burke noted that the Clerk & the Board had concerns about liability insurance 
in regards to having a large storage container placed at the lower Elementary playground.  District 
Clerk Cindy McMurray noted to Racheal Jacobs, the Mullan Trail Little League representative at the 
meeting, that the District’s main concern was insurance liability.  If Mullan Trail Little League was 
donating the container, our insurance would cover liability.  If they wanted to lease the area and 

2) Review/Action: 
Mullan Trail 
Little League 
Request 
  



 

 

maintain ownership of the container, we would require Liability insurance. It was determined that 
the container would be a donation similar to all of the other items built or placed on school 
property by Mullan Trail Little League.    Motion by Bashor, seconded by Romney-FitzGerald, to 
approve the Mullan Trail Little League’s donation of a storage unit, placing it on a gravel 
base, and plumbing electricity to the unit at the Elementary lower Playground.  Board 
Comment-None. Public Comment-Rachel Jacobs noted that Mullan Trail Little League would put the 
storage unit up on a weekend when students weren’t around and that they would work with 
Maintenance Supervisor Brian Roberts during the project.  Unan 
 
--Supt. Randy Cline provided the information on the preliminary budget based on the final 
enrollment report (Spring) of the year.   He noted that our budget should be more than what we are 
currently receiving.  We will have a better idea of the actual amount by March 1, 2014.  

3) Info/Discuss: 
Fiscal Year 
2015 Budget 
information 
 

--Supt. Randy Cline noted that a number of students (Chelsey Hoshor, Emily Mikesell, Jeffery Jacobs, 
Claire Bagnell, Kelson Bauman, and Chelsey & Kelsey Gingell were selected out of over 3000 
auditions to represent Frenchtown to attend the Northwest American Choral Directors Association 
Honor Choir in Seattle in March 2014.  Motion by Teagle, seconded by Bashor, to approve the 
out-of-state travel for the Honor Choir to go to Seattle.  Board Comment-None. Public 
Comment-None.  Unan 
 

B.  New  
1) Review/Action: 

Out-of-State 
Choir Trip 
 

--Supt. Randy Cline noted that he is recommending approving Coaches Rugg & Pyron’s request to 
add a third coach to the JH GVB based on safety, supervision and coaching needs.  Motion by 
Teagle, seconded by Bashor, to approve hiring a third JH GVB coach.  Board Comment-None. 
Public Comment-None.  Unan 

2) Review/Action: 
Approve 
additional JH 
GVB Coach 
  

--Supt. Randy Cline recommending hiring Richae Rausch as a JH GVB coach & Will Carter as a 
fulltime assistant track coach & Julie Lucier as a half-time assistant track coach for 2013-2014.  
Motion by Teagle, seconded by Bashor, to hire Richae Rausch as a JH GVB coach for 2013-
2014 & Will Carter as a fulltime assistant track coach & Julie Lucier as half-time assistant 
track coach for 2013-2014.  Board Comment-None. Public Comment-None.  Unan 

3) Review/Action: 
Hiring Staff 
  

--Supt. Randy Cline noted that to the MTSBA dues for 2013-2014 were $6650 and this year they are 
$6255.  They are based on the enrollment from the previous year.  Motion by Teagle, seconded by 
Weber, to approve renewing membership with MTSBA by paying the $6650 in dues and 
insurance for 2014-2015.  Board Comment-Board Chair Dianne Burke noted that the insurance 
for the Board Members is $10 of the total amount due. Public Comment-None.  Unan 
 

4) Review/Action: 
Approve 
MTSBA dues 
and insurance 
for 2014-15  
  

--Supt. Randy Cline recommended renewing the Wrestling Cooperative Agreement with Alberton 
for an additional three years. This has been a successful program in that they have had between 1 
to 3 students participating in our program for each year that the Cooperative Agreement has been 
in effect.  He noted it was a win/win for each District.  There isn’t a cost for our District to have 
these students participate and they help to both fill in weight classes and support our team 
standings in Wrestling.  The students at Alberton have the opportunity to participate in a sport that 
they enjoy that they wouldn’t otherwise be able to participate in.  Motion by Lester, seconded by 

5) Review/Action: 
Renew 
Wrestling 
Cooperative 
Agreement 
with Alberton 
School District 



 

 

Bashor, to renew the Wrestling Cooperative Agreement with Alberton for an additional 3 
years. Board Comment-None. Public Comment-None.   Unanimous 
 

  

None. 
 

BREAK 

--Supt. Randy Cline went over the second reading for changing the Policy number of our 7530 to 
7531.  All Board policies are currently being review and updated by MTSBA. No other changes are 
being made to the policy. Motion by Bashor, seconded by Lester, to renumber our old Board 
Policy number 7530 to 7531.  Board Comment-None. Public Comment-None.  Unan 
 

X.  Policy Review 

--Supt. Randy Cline noted that the Goals for the first half of the year are included in the Board 
packet.  They are lined up with the School Correlates.  Discussion occurred in regards to changing 
teachers for the 2nd through 6th grade for geo-mapping the playground area.  Trustee Andrew 
Stevenson felt like the students lose continuity with this method. 

XI.  Update on 
Progress      
toward District 
Goals for 2013-
2014 

 
Policy-See above.  Insurance-Meeting for Insurance Trust Board to be scheduled.  
Negotiations/Labor Relations-None.  Transportation-None.  Safety-Notes from the last meeting are 
in the Board packet.  School Improvement/Goals-See above.   
AD HOC Committees:  
Health Advisor-None.  IT-None.  FFIC(Track,etc.)- Discussed what occurred at the meeting in regards 
to soccer concessions & bathrooms, virtual tours, models designed by students & Keith Kuroski, etc.  
Curriculum-None.      
  

XII. Committee  
       Reports 
 

--The District received correspondence from the following: None.  XIII.Correspondence 
 

Any recommendations for recognition should be submitted to Supt. Randy Cline prior to the due 
date for the next regular board meeting. 

XIV.Board  
Recognition-     
Recommendation 

 
Adjourned at 9:39 p.m.   XV. Adjournment 
 
Approved              March 18, 2014                     Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
/s/ Dianne M. Burke    /s/ Suzanne Johnston 
Chair, Board of Trustees                     for the District Clerk 
 


