
 

 

January 21, 2014     7:03-10:38 p.m.      Regular Board Meeting        Junior High Shared  Common Area 
  
--The regular School board meeting was called to order by Chair Dianne Burke.  Trustees Vice 
Chair Debbie Lester, Michele Bashor, Jami Romney-FitzGerald, Teresa Teagle, David Weber 
& Andrew Stevenson; Supt. Randy Cline; Principals Jake Haynes, Mark McMurray, Judy 
McKay, & Aaron Griffith; Activities/Athletic Director-Mark McMurray; and District Clerk-Cindy 
McMurray were also present.   

I.  Call to Order 
 
 
 
 
 

Meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

II.  Pledge of  
Allegiance 

 
--Missoula Aging Services representative Vicky Bostick provided information on the Foster 
Grandparent Program.  This program provides a great service for both the students as well as 
the volunteers. She noted that over the last 10 years there have been 27,000 volunteers. 
Recognition and appreciation was given to the following Foster Grandparents/Senior 
Volunteers: Nan Hoverson-Volunteer in Mrs. Sandefur’s classroom; Jo Ellen Magnuson-Foster 
Grandparent in Mrs. Lande’s classroom; Janie Shadow-Volunteer’s weekly in Mrs. Parker’s 
Title One reading classroom; Nancy Robert-Volunteer’s weekly in Mrs. Parker’s Title One 
reading classroom; Dave Watt-Foster Grandparent in Mrs. Hedrick’s classroom; Bev Dorian-
Foster Grandparent in Mrs. Whaley’s classroom; & Evan Jordan-Volunteer’s weekly for Mrs. 
Nelson and Mrs. Evans in the K-6 library as well as volunteering in Mrs. Smith’s classroom.  
The volunteers noted how much they enjoyed assisting in the classrooms. The teachers (Staci 
Hedrick, Jean Whaley, Niki Evans, and Shana Smith) expressed their appreciation of these 
programs and how much the foster grandparents/senior volunteers do for the students. 
Missoula Electric Cooperative (MEC) was thanked for providing electric power strips for the 
School.   Doug Bardwell was in the audience and he accepted the recognition for MEC. 
 

III. Board Recognition- 
     Presentation 
 

--Doug Bardwell from MEC provided 3 checks to three of the District’s school for their 
Improvement in Education program.  The K-4 program received $1595.  The 5-6 program 
received $1595.  The HS program received $1500.   Board Chair Dianne Burke noted that in 
addition to assisting the District with applying for these grants, Mr. Bardwell takes times to 
spend as a committee member on the Insurance Trust Board. 
 

IV. Public Comment 
     Period 
 

--Trustee Teresa Teagle noted that PTSA is picking up $5/student to go this Saturday to the 
Bitterroot Gym.   In addition the MCT production will be having auditions in a week or two.  

V.  Individuals & 
     Delegations to  
     Address the Board 

A. PTSA 
 

--Andrew Honker noted that the Student Council is slowing putting together committees for 
school improvement projects.  They have been looking at get better hand dryers and improved 
water fountains (including fill ups for water bottles).  In addition, they are coming up with a 
winter sports assembly.   They found out before the Holiday break that they need to invest in 
more Holiday decoration supplies.   The Junior Snow Ball dance went very well. 
 

B. Student Council 
 

--This will be discussed under Old Business below. 
 

VI. Staff Presentation 
 

--The consent agenda included: Minutes from regular board meeting of December 17, 2013; 
claims warrants for the month of December 2013 in the amount of $213,010.82; & 
Resignations-Para professional-Arkelle Hagan. Motion by Bashor, seconded by Teagle, to 
approve the consent agenda. Board Comment-Trustee Michelle Bashor appreciated 
receiving the Warrants when they were issued.  It provides her with more time to review them. 
Public Comment-None.  Unanimous (Unan)  
 

VII.Consent Agenda 
A. Minutes 
B. Warrants 
C. Ratify letters of 

resignation 
 

--Financial report for December 2013 with total expenditures for the month at $954,879.74. 
Supt. Randy Cline noted that per GASB 45 (Accounting Regulations) the district is required to 
have their insurance liabilities reviewed based on an actuarial basis.  The results of the 
audit/report are in the review packet.  In addition, we just found out that M2Green has not paid 
their tax bills for 1 ½ years.  This could be a cash balance issue at the end of the year if they 
still don’t pay.  Trustee Debbie Lester asked why the expenditures in the Lunch Fund were 
15% higher this year than last year.  Supt. Randy Cline noted that because of healthy child 

VIII.Reports 
A. Financial Report 

 
 
 



 

 

lunch requirements were have to purchase higher cost fruits & vegetables.  Motion by Lester, 
seconded by Bashor, to approve the Financial report.  Board Comment-None. Public 
Comment-Evan Jordan expressed confidence in the Superintendent & District Clerk in regards 
to the District’s financial health.  Shana Smith, teacher, noted that for the kids that go to 
breakfast she has seen a big difference in their learning ability.  Unan  
 
--Trustee Michelle Bashor asked if the overflow of English classes in the Junior High have 
been dealt with.  Principal Mark McMurray noted that the Junior High is real close to 100 
students.  They have moved students around so that all of these classes are at the maximum 
of 30 so we are good for now.  If we have additional students move into the district, we would 
need to hire a part time teacher. Board Chair, Dianne Burke noted that this is the tightest year 
in regards to budgeting.  Principal Judy McKay noted that she had started the Safe Routes to 
School Grant but was told that it has not been allotted any additional funding.  There is no 
grant being offered for 2014.  Supt. Randy Cline noted that only two of the proposed athletic 
changes made by Montana High School Association members passed: (1) The due date for 
annual membership dues passed & (2) Foreign exchange students will be eligible for two (2) 
consecutive semesters of eligibility for participation in activities under the administration of any 
JFHS member association. Supt. Randy Cline noted that the District’s School Nutrition 
Program was recognized in this month’s National CATCH newsletter.  Frenchtown adopted 
the CATCH Eat Smart model and created a personal, warm, and inviting café environment.  
The Elementary cafeteria is now known as the Colt Café’.  Motion by Bashor, seconded by 
Teagle, to approve the Administrative reports.  Board Comment-None. Public Comment-
None.  Unan 
 

A. Administrative 
Reports 
1) K-4 
2) 5-6 
3) 7-8 
4) 9-12 
5) Technology 
6) Maintenance 
7) Activities/Athletic 

Director 
8) Transportation 
9) Superintendent 

10) Administrative 
Assistant 
 

--Shane Stack from the Dept. of Transportation provided an update on the Frontage Road 
project and possible impacts on the North Campus.   He noted that the project would go from 
the Huson exit all the way to Hwy 93.  The process involves: (1) meeting with property owners, 
(2) coordinating and paying for any movement of land improvements or buildings; (3) acquiring 
any property if needed; & (4) determine if the District’s property qualifies under 4(f).  If the 
property is 4(f) the process for review takes longer.  The earliest start date would be the 
summer of 2015.  If the district’s property is 4(f) the project might now get started until 2016.   
They are widening the road for safety purposes as well as putting in a left hand turn lane at 
the school. 
 

IX. Business 
A. Old 

1) Info/Discussion: 
Update on 
Frontage Road 
 

--Board Chair Dianne Burke noted that they had hoped to get the committee going earlier in 
the year so that they had some solutions to put into place for the scheduled for this coming 
year.  The considerations to be included were: Budget reductions; due diligence; getting the 
most instructional use of classroom time; reduce the number of missing students on days for 
activities/athletics; ability to share students.  The committee came up with 3 options for the 
High School-all of them a type of block schedule.  Principal Mark McMurray noted that the 
main issue that the staff at the Junior High (besides the difficulty in sharing High School 
teachers due to the Block schedule) was that the 45 minute classes weren’t long enough. The 
consensus was to go to a 6 period day and add a 30 minute advisory period where a team of 
teachers could work with groups of kids.  Discussion occurred in regards to how the block 
schedule should be used, what are the next steps in reviewing the information, etc.  
Consensus was that the Board would like a Special Work Session to further discuss class 
scheduling.  
 

2) Info/Discussion: 
Block 
Scheduling 
Review 
Committee 
 

--Supt. Randy Cline noted that the Administration needs direction on sending out mid-term 
reports 4 times per year.  With Infinite Campus the parents can receive the information via 
internet a lot sooner than by mailing them out.  By the time they are mailed out they are 10 
days old.  In addition, the cost of mailing is expensive.  Consensus was that the Board doesn’t 
want to limit information.  If the parents want the information mailed that is okay.   We will keep 
the status quo. 
  

3) Info/Discussion: 
Midterm Reports 
 

--Supt. Randy Cline asked the Board if they were interested in having Board Work Sessions.  
The consensus was to have them as needed.  The next one would be 2/6/14 from 6-8 pm to 
discuss class scheduling.   
 

4) Info/Discussion: 
Board Work 
Sessions 
 
 



 

 

--Athletic Director Mark McMurray recommended rehiring the following High School fall head 
coaches for 2014-2015: Girls’ Volleyball-Gypsy Ray; Football-Kyle Rausch; Cross Country-
Dennis Normand; Boys’ Soccer-Kirk Gammill; Girls’ Soccer-Jens Sundem; & Golf-Tim Ockler. 
It was requested that Girls’ Volleyball and Cross Country be pulled from the main motion.   
Motion by Lester, seconded by Weber, to approve hiring Kyle Rausch, Kirk Gammill, 
Jen Sundem & Time Ockler as head coaches for 2014-2015 as listed above.   Board 
Comment-None. Public Comment-None.  Unan   Motion by Lester, seconded by Weber, to 
approve Gypsy Ray as Girls’ Volleyball head coach for 2014-2015.  Board Comment-
None. Public Comment-None.   Burke, Lester, Bashor, Romney FitzGerald, Weber, & 
Stevenson voted aye.  Teagle voted nay.   Motion carried.   Motion by Lester, seconded 
by Weber, to hire Dennis Normand as Cross Country Head coach for 2014-2015.  A 
Trustee requested that a personal discussion concerning this approval be done.  Board Chair 
Dianne Burke noted that the rights of the individual outweighed the publics’ right to know and 
the Board went into Executive session at 9:19.  The Board came out of executive session at 
9:50.  Board Comment-None. Public Comment-None.  Unan  Motion by Lester, seconded 
by Bashor, to approve hiring Assistant coaches: Richae Rausch & Caitlin Gaul-Girls’ 
Volleyball; Nick Weller, Jesse Long, Christian Brown & Kris Rausch-Football; Nicole 
Whitescarver-Cross Country; & Christian Bitterauf-Soccer.  Unan   
 

B.  New  
1) Review/Action: 

Approval of Fall 
Coaches for 
2014-2015 
 

--Supt. Randy Cline noted the Administration recommended hiring the following for 2013-
2014: Brittany Santorno-Head Boys Track Coach & Shane Hintz-Substitute 
Custodian/Maintenance.  Motion by Lester, seconded by Weber, to hire the individuals as 
recommended pending satisfactory completion of a background check. Board 
Comment-None. Public Comment-None.    Unan 
 

2) Review/Action:  
Hiring Staff 
 

--Supt. Randy Cline provided an updated list of the non-discretionary students with a 
recommendation to approve adding 10 new ones to the list.   Motion by Lester, seconded by 
Weber, to allow the additional non-discretionary students to attend Frenchtown for 
2013-2014.  Supt. Randy Cline noted that all were in good standing, a number of students had 
left & the classes are not over accreditation standards.   Board Comment-None. Public 
Comment-None.  Lester, Burke, Teagle, Romney-FitzGerald, Weber, & Stevenson aye.   
Bashor nay.   Motion carried.  
 

3) Review/Action: 
Discretionary 
Non-Resident 
Students 
  

--Discussion occurred in regards to a number of checks for both claims and payroll that have 
not been cashed by the individuals or entities.  Many of these checks over 6 months or more 
would not be cashable anyway.  Board discussion occurred in regards to a procedure on how 
long to wait before contacting the individuals or entities and the amount of the check before 
canceling these checks.   Motion by Lester, seconded by Bashor, to cancel any checks 
older than 6 months and over $50 dollars.   Board discussion-Modify the motion to any 
check less than $40 dollars. Public Discussion-None.  Burke, Lester, Weber, Stevenson 
voted aye.  Bashor, Teagle, & Romney-FitzGerald voted nay.  Motion carried.   
 

4) Review/Action: 
Cancel Stale 
Dated Checks 
  

--Supt. Randy Cline noted that Mullan Trail Little League would like to purchase a large 
container and place this to the West of the batting cages for storage. Discussion occurred in 
regards to aesthetics, liability issues, etc.   Motion by Teagle, seconded by Bashor, to table 
this until further information can be gathered.  Board Comment-None. Public Comment-
None. Unan 

5) Review/Action: 
Mullan Little 
League Request 
to place 
additional 
building on 
School Property 
  

--Board Chair Dianne Burke noted that they had met in a Board Work Session that turned in 
an Executive Session prior to the Regular Board Meeting to go over the Superintendent’s 
evaluation. She noted that the Board had two options: (1) Do nothing (Supt. Randy Cline’s 
current contract goes through 2016, or (2) Extend his contract by 1 year effective 7/1/13 so 
that his contact would go through 2017.  Motion by Lester, seconded by Weber, to extend 
the Superintendent’s contract 1 year to the maximum allowed by law effective 7/1/13.  
Burke, Lester, Bashor, Romney-FitzGerald, Weber, & Stevenson voted aye.  Teagle 
voted nay.  Motion carried.  Board Chair Dianne Burke asked if Teresa Teagle would be 
willing to state why she voted nay.   Teresa Teagle noted that Supt. Randy Cline had recently 
applied for another Superintendent position and she felt he might leave. 

6) Review/Action: 
Superintendent’s 
Contract 
  



 

 

 
None. 
 

BREAK 

--Supt. Randy Cline noted that the entire Board Policies were being reviewed by Montana 
School Board Association (MTSBA).  When the District was reviewing policies it was noted 
that there were two Board Policies 7530. One was approved by the District years ago and the 
second is a new one proposed by MTSBA and approve by the District recently.  His 
recommendation is to change the District’s policy to 7531.  This is the first reading of that 
policy which lays out Payment Procedures for the District.  
 

X.  Policy Review 

Policy-See above.  
Insurance-We will be meeting with the Insurance representative in late January/early February 
for an update on our Trust Fund. 
Negotiations/Labor Relations-None.  
Transportation-None.  
Safety-The safety meeting will be held on 1/30/14.  
School Improvement/Goals- The report for Goals will be in the February 2014 regular board 
meeting.   
AD HOC Committees:  
Health Advisor-None. IT-None.  FFIC(Track,etc.)-There will be a Track meeting in January 
also.  Curriculum-None. Block Scheduling Review-See above.     
  

XII. Committee  
       Reports 
 

--The District received correspondence from the following: (1) Frenchtown Classified 
Association (FCA) notified the Board of their intent to open the current contract for the purpose 
of negotiating wages, (2) Erin Lipkind, Chair of the Missoula County Transportation Committee 
notified the District that the changes to routes SE17D, SE17E, SE18B and SE18C have been 
approved, & (3) A letter from Vickie M. Zeier notifying the District that the School Elections for 
2014 will be done by mail ballot. 
  

XIII.Correspondence 
 

Recognition was given to the following: Deena Putnam for being featured in this month’s 
national CATCH newsletter in successfully adopting the CATCH Eat Smart model and 
creating a personal, warm & inviting café environment.  

XIV.Board  
Recognition-     
Recommendation 

 
Adjourned at 10:38 p.m.   XV. Adjournment 
 
Approved         February 18, 2014                 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
/s/ Dianne M Burke    /s/ Cindy L. McMurray 
Chair, Board of Trustees   District Clerk 
 


