
 

 

 February 19, 2013      7:00-9:45 p.m.      Regular Board Meeting        Junior High Shared  Common Area 
  
--The regular School board meeting was called to order by Vice-Chair Dianne Burke.  
Trustees Michele Bashor, Carla Doxey, Jami FitzGerald, Debbie Lester, & Teresa Teagle; 
Supt. Randy Cline; Principals Jake Haynes, Judy McKay, & Cynthia Worrall; and District 
Clerk-Cindy McMurray were present.  Meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

I.  Call to Order 
 
 
II.  Pledge of  

Allegiance 
--Vice-Chair Dianne Burke presided over the meeting since Board Chair John Mazzola wasn’t 
in attendance.  No recognition for this month.  

III. Board Recognition- 
     Presentation 
 

--Public member Evan Jordan noted that he has a great love for public education mainly 
because it provides a quality education for all-no matter their background.  He proposed that 
taxpayers and board members look at the current legislation in regards to private/home 
schools that would use taxpayer dollars.  He asked for them to let their legislators know that 
they are against it.   
 

IV. Public Comment 
     Period 
 

--Teresa Teagle noted that the Carnival is on March 9
th
.  Ollie Osprey, prizes, and games are 

planned for the festivities. 
--None. 
--Vice Chair Dianne Burke provided an update on a convention that she attended recently.   
She went to Washington, D.C. and met with congressional representatives.  The House was 
not in attendance but the Senate was.  She had a good conversation with Senator Tester 
especially since he previously was a School Board member.  Senator Baucus didn’t engage in 
as much discussion.  Tomorrow Trustees Debbie Lester, Jami Romney-FitzGerald, Supt. 
Randy Cline and herself will be leaving to attend a Caucus Day at Helena.  March 18

th
 is 

another day where they are expecting at least 200 Trustees to attend a Day of Advocacy for 
public schools.  
 

V.  Individuals & 
     Delegations to  
     Address the Board 

A. PTSA 
B. Student 

Council 
 

  
 

--Elementary Librarians Niki Evans and Karen Nelson provided updates on all of the things 
happening at the Elementary library.  These include: (1) Teaching grades 3-6 on how to 
access the public library (the students are provided with cards-Library Without walls). (2) 
Enlarge their knowledge level with AR tests, motivating them outside their comfort zone with 
books and projects (including things like posters, music, overviews of books). (3) Developing 
an Elementary Library website (sample of the page is included in board packet).  The 
parents/administrators have been very generous with the Book Fair.  The library employs 
approximately 20 students in the SOS program.   In addition, they plan & carry out student 
instruction, provide teachers with common core material, offer training to staff.  The type of 
instruction they provide to the students varies by grade level.   A number of community 
members have generously donated to the library including Doug Bardwell, PTSA, and 
Frenchies. The community has indicated that they really support the summer Elementary 
library.  
 

VI. Staff Presentation 
 

--The consent agenda included: Minutes from regular board meeting of 1/15/13 & special 
board meeting 1/31/13; claims warrants for the month of January 2013 for $250,003.54; 
student hiring-Anna Weishaar; Resignations-John Haacke-custodian.  Trustee Teresa Teagle 
noted that the PTSA Carnival was going to be at the Elementary Gym not the Army Reserve in 
the 1/15/13 minutes.  Motion by Lester, seconded by Teagle, to approve the consent 
agenda as amended. Unanimous (Unan)  

VII.Consent Agenda 
A. Minutes 
B. Warrants 
C. Hire-student 

workers 
D. Ratify letters of 

resignation 
 

--The Financial report for January 2013 showed that there were $956,486.26 total 
expenditures for the month. It was noted that a special board meeting for the audit exit 
interview needed to be scheduled.   Consensus was to set a special board meeting for 
February 26, 2013 at 6:00 pm to meet with the auditor for the audit exit interview.  Motion by 
Bashor, seconded by Lester, to approve the Financial report. Board Comment-None. 
Public Comment-None.   Unan 
  

VIII.Reports 
A. Financial Report 
 
 
 

--Discussion occurred in regards to the alternative school at Frenchtown (FACE) and how it 
was doing.   Teacher Phil McLendon had requested exit interviews for the students that 
graduated at the end of first semester. The responses were definitely favorable from the 

B. Administrative 
Reports 
1) K-4 



 

 

students for the opportunity to graduate in that atmosphere. Discussion occurred in regards to 
the Math curriculum and how Common Core standards will require content changes in the 
math books.  It was noted that the Gifted & Talented grant increased by an additional $400 
from the start of the school year.  In reference to the Technology report concerning virus 
issues, Vice-Chair Dianne Burke noted that the virus software we have was bundled in with 
other software and it wasn’t very good.   Trustee Carla Doxey asked if the school was doing 
anything about the nationwide issues with Face Book.   Discussion occurred as to whether this 
was a school or parental responsibility.  Principal Judy McKay noted that at the Elementary 
there is training on Face Book and texting and what is appropriate and what isn’t.  Motion by 
Bashor, seconded by Teagle, to approve the Administrative reports.  Board Comment-
None. Public Comment-None.   Unan 

2) 5-6 
3) 7-8 
4) 9-12 
5) Technology 
6) Maintenance 
7) Activities/Athle-

tic Director 
8) Transportation 
9) Superinten- 

dent 
10) Administrative 

Assistant 
 

--Bridget Ekstrom, from DA Davidson, was present to discuss the final resolutions for 
refinancing/refunding of the Districts bonds.  The refinancing/refunding ended up saving the 
District approximately $509,000 in interest over the remaining life of the bonds.  Vice-Chair 
Dianne Burke noted that there were many hours put in by the Superintendent, District Clerk, 
Board Chair and herself to complete this process.   She noted that it was similar to refinancing 
a home when interest rates are lower.  Bridget Ekstrom noted that she has been with DA 
Davidson for 20 years and this is the best time for refunding/refinancing that she has seen.   
When the original bonds were sold the average rate was 4.21%, which was great at that time.   
Currently we are looking at 2.26%.  By keeping the amount of refinancing/refunding under 
$10,000,000 the District qualifies for Bank Qualified purchasing.   This means that we were 
able to receive up to ½% less in interest costs.    We still have part of the 2007 bonds that we 
can refinance/refund in future years.  During this process the District was reviewed by 
Standard & Poor’s.   That review resulted in an update in the District’s bond rating from an A- 
to an A.  This was mainly due to the District Board & Administration’s maintenance of strong 
general fund reserves during a very difficult local economy period.  Trustee Debbie Lester 
asked if Ms. Ekstrom could give the District an idea of how this will affect the local taxpayers.  
Bridget Ekstrom noted that this should save the taxpayers approximately 3 mills each year for 
the next 14 years.  The final resolution essentially states that the Board recognizes the new 
obligation by the District (which is less by approximately $509,000 than the original obligation).  
Motion by Teagle, seconded by Lester, to approve the final bond authorizing resolution. 
Board Comment-None. Public Comment-None.   Unan  District Clerk Cindy McMurray noted 
that the Board also needed to approve a resolution to comply with new tax compliance 
procedures.   Due to a misunderstanding, the Board members approved the tax compliance 
resolution document above instead of the final bond authorizing resolution. Vice-Chair Dianne 
Burke noted that the Board should rescind the above motion.  Motion by Bashor, seconded 
by Doxey, to rescind the previous vote on the 2007/2008 final authorizing bond 
resolution. Board Comment-None. Public Comment-None.   Unan  Motion by Teagle, 
seconded by Bashor, to approve the final bond authorizing resolution.  Board Comment-
None. Public Comment-None.   Unan  Motion by Bashor, seconded by Lester, to approve 
the tax compliance resolution.  Board Comment-None. Public Comment-None.   Unan 
Note:  Trustee Teresa Teagle left at 9:07. 
 

IX. Business 
A. Old 

1) Review/Action: 
Authorization of 
final resolutions 
for the 2007 & 
2008 
refinancing/refun
ding bonds   

--Supt. Randy Cline went over the Spring enrollment figures.  The numbers are fairly close to 
last year’s numbers at 1166 but still way below the enrollment numbers from 4 years ago. 
Montana budgeting laws allow the District to use the average enrollment number from the past 
three years.  This year the District is not able to take advantage of a higher enrollment figure 
due to averaging that last three enrollment data.  The Office of Public Instruction will be 
sending out a preliminary budget information sheet by March 1, based on current laws, for the 
District in preparation for next year’s budget.  The District could see a dramatic decrease in 
General Fund monies.  Vice-Chair Dianne Burke noted that the legislative session is working 
on the budgets for the next two years.  Hopefully there will be some funding changes.   
 

2) 
 

--Supt. Randy Cline recommend adding an additional Junior High (JH) Girls Volleyball coach 
due to the number of the students turning out.  Principal Jake Haynes noted that about 64 
students were turned out which is approximately 64% of the girls at the junior high.  Motion by 
Bashor, seconded by Lester, to approve the additional JH Girls Volleyball coach. Board 
Comment-None. Public Comment-None.    Unan 

B.  New 
1) Review/Action:  

Additional JH 
Girls Volleyball 
Coach 



 

 

 
--Supt. Randy Cline recommended hiring Nicole Crouch as a JH Girls Volleyball coach, 
substitute teachers-Brad Paskey, James Davenport, Michelle Byrnes & Stephen Tucker and 
Classified substitute (paraprofessional)-Rachel Cull.   Motion by Lester, seconded by 
Romney-FitzGerald, to approve the hires as listed pending successful completion of a 
background check.  Board Comment-None. Public Comment-None.   Unan 
 

2) Review/Action: 
Hiring 

--Supt. Randy Cline and Vice-Chair Dianne Burke recommended renewing the Montana 
School Board Association (MTSBA) dues and fees for 2013-2014.  The program offers 
training, legal advice, and unemployment/workers compensation programs that save the 
district money.  Motion by Bashor, seconded by Lester, to renew and approve the 
MTSBA dues and fees for 2013-2014.  Board Comment-None. Public Comment-None.   
Burke, Romney-FitzGerald, Lester, and Bashor voted aye.  Doxey voted nay.  Motion 
carried. 
 

3) Review/Action: 
MTSBA dues 
and insurance 
for 2014-2015 

--Supt. Randy Cline noted that the May 7 election would be by mail ballot.  A preliminary 
resolution would be made at the next board meeting.    
 

4) Review/Action: 
School Election 
Resolution 
 

--None. BREAK 
 

--None. 
 

X.  Policy Review 

--Supt. Randy Cline noted that the updates would be done 2 times a year.  For this meeting, 
an update on progress for District goals for grades K-6 was not included since the principal 
was out of the office.  In addition, the Junior High and High School format was not correct. 
  

XI.  Update on 
Progress      
toward District 
Goals for 2012-
2013 

 
Policy- Supt. Randy Cline noted that there will be meeting(s) this month. 
Negotiations/Labor Relations- Supt. Randy Cline noted that there will be meeting(s) this 
month.  The 2013-2014 School Calendar will be discussed.   
FFIC(Track,etc.)-  Trustee Jami Romney-FitzGerald went over the fundraising and upcoming 
Broncs Stampede which will occur on May 1, 2013. 
Curriculum- Supt. Randy Cline noted that there will be meeting(s) this month.       
Evaluation-    
Goals- All schools need to finalize their updates in the new format.   
 

XII. Committee  
       Reports 
 

--The District received an email from Shane Stack in regards to the right-of-way question for 
the upgrade/payment of the Frontage Road in front of the Junior High/High School complex 
and a thank you email from Theresia LeSueur, MTSBA, for allowing them the use our facilities 
for the 2013 HR Symposium. 
 

XIII.Correspondence 
 

None at this time.  Board members will email Supt. Randy Cline with any recommended 
recognition. 

XIV.Board  
Recognition-     
Recommendation 

 
Adjourned at 9:45 p.m.   XV. Adjournment 
 
Approved                 March 20, 2013       Respectfully submitted, 
 
/s/ John Mazzola   /s/ Cindy L. McMurray 
Chair, Board of Trustees  District Clerk 
 


