
 

 Unit I The science of Psychology  

 
 
 

   

  
 SS.Psy.1.9-12       

   Identify scientific 

methodologies utilized in 

psychological research.  

SS.Psy.2.9-12         

Evaluate the conclusions 

made by psychological 

research, including 

ethical concerns.  

SS.Psy.3.9-12         

Understand a variety of 

psychological 

perspectives and apply 

their concepts and 

theoretical ideas to the 

investigation of 

similarities and 

differences in behavior 

and mental processes. 

1. Identify the key 

theorists in the 

development of 

Psychology as a 

science. 

2. Compare the 

advantages and 

disadvantages of 

research methods. 

3. Develop an 

understanding of 

the fields of 

Psychology and 

how they are 

linked to 

occupations. 

Willhelm Wundt 

Edward Titchener 

Sigmund Freud 

John Watson 

B.F.Skinner 

Abraham Maslow 

Gestalt Psychology  

Psychoanalytic 

Behaviorism 

Conditioning  

Unconscious  

Iceberg theory 

 1. Presentation of unethical experiments in 

psychology 

2. Stranger naturalistic observation data 

3. Behavior analysis to apply theories of 

behavior. 

 

 



 

Unit II The biological bases of behavior  
Standards & 

Benchmark(s) 

Concepts & 

Skills/Essential 

Questions 

Vocabulary Term(s) Assessment(s) Helpful Activities & Resources 

SS.Psy.4.9-12      

   Analyze how biological, 

psychological, and 

sociocultural factors and 

their interactions 

influence individuals’ 

behavior and mental 

processes.  

SS.Psy.5.9-12  Evaluate 

the complexities of 

human thought and 

behavior, as well as the 

factors related to the 

individual differences 

among people. 

1. Illustrate the 

human brain with 

labeling and color. 

2. Trace the chemical 

impulse of a 

neuron and label 

parts. 

3. Understand the 

research of Broca 

and Wernicke. 

4. Define 

Neurogenesis and 

Neural plasticity.  

5. Understand the 

impact of the 

autonomic and 

somatic nervous 

system. 

6. Explain 

Hemispheric 

specialization  

 

 

Neuron 

Axon  

Dendrite 

Dopamine 

Serotonin 

Norepinephrine 

Acetylcholine 

Somatic  

Autonomic 

Genetics 

Dna 

Pet scan 

Ct scan 

  

 

 Brain map 

Vocabulary assignment 

Hemispheric specialization test 

 



 

Unit III Consciousness 
 

 
 

SS.Psy.7.9-12       
  Apply psychological 
knowledge to their daily 
lives. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1. Define the difference 

between 

consciousness and 

altered states of 

consciousness 

2. Identify the stages of 

sleep a 

3. Compare and contrast 

the four theories of 

dreaming 

4. Identify the drug 

categories and their 

types. 

5. Understand the use of 

meditation and 

hypnosis.  

6. Identify key sleep 

disorders causes and 

treatments. 

 

Consciousness 

Waking consciousness  

Circadian rhythm 

REM 

Non-REM 

Insomnia 

 Night terrors 

Apnea 

Narcolepsy 

Substance abuse  

Substance dependence 

Tolerance 

Withdrawal symptoms 

Meditation 

Hypnosis 

 

 1. Freud’s Iceberg 

theory revisited 

2. Drug cause and 

effect student 

PowerPoint projects 

3. Meditation and 

hypnosis  

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 Unit IV Intelligence  

 

 

 

SS.Psy.8.9-12        Use 
appropriate psychological 
terminology with 
reference to 
psychologists, their 
experiments, and 
theories in order to 
explain the possible 
causes of and impact on 
behavior and mental 
processes.    

1. Compare and 
contrast 
theories of 
intelligence 

2. Identify 
different types 
of intelligence 
testing 

3. Define validity 
and reliability  

4. Understand the 
impact of 
giftedness and 
mental abilities  

Intelligence   
Triarchic theory of 
intelligence 
Creative intelligence 
Practical intelligence 
Stanfod- Binet  
Simon –Binet 
WAIS III 
Group tests 
Validity 
Reliability  

  



 

 
 

 

 

 



 

Unit V Personality  

 

 

 

SS.Psy.8.9-12        Use 

appropriate psychological 

terminology with 

reference to 

psychologists, their 

experiments, and 

theories in order to 

explain the possible 

causes of and impact on 

behavior and mental 

processes. 

1. Compare and 

contrast different 

theories of 

personality 

2. Identify the 

different ways 

personality can be 

assessed. 

 

Personality 

Unconscious 

Psychoanalysis 

Id  

Ego 

Superego 

Repression 

Projection 

Projection 

Repression 

Sublimation 

Displacement 

Libido 

Fixation 

Irrational 

Rational 

Inferiority complex 

Neurotic trends 

Self-actualizing 

Conditional positive 

regard 

Unconditional 

positive regard 

Rorschach test 

  

 

 1. Human metrics personality test 

2. Myers Briggs  

3. Research paper and analysis of personality 

traits. 



 

Unit VI Psychological Disorders and Treatments  

Standards & 
Benchmark(s) 

Concepts & 
Skills/Essential 
Questions 

Vocabulary Term(s) Assessment(s) Helpful Activities & Resources 

SS.Psy.8.9-12        Use 
appropriate psychological 
terminology with 
reference to 
psychologists, their 
experiments, and 
theories in order to 
explain the possible 
causes of and impact on 
behavior and mental 
processes.   Sociology 

1. Compare and 
contrast models, 
causes, and 
treatments of 
psychological 
disorders. 

2. Identify Mood 
disorders types and 
symptoms 

3. Identify anxiety 
disorder types and 
symptoms 

4. Identify 
schizophrenic 
disorders types and 
symptoms 

5. Identify 
somatoform 
disorders types and 
symptoms 

6. Identify 
psychosomatic 
types and 
symptoms 

7. Synthesize causes 
and treatments of 
disorders  

Diatheses stress 
model 
Mania 
Bipolar 
Depression 
Insanity 
Psychotic 
Cognitive distortions 
Agoraphobia 
Social phobia  
Panic disorder 
Generalized anxiety 
disorder  
 

 1. Video you tube “obsessed” a&e 
2. Scenario role playing causes and 

treatments of disorders  
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