
09-12 World Issues Unit 1: Economics  
 

Standards & 
Benchmark(s) 

Concepts & 
Skills/Essential 
Questions 

Vocabulary Term(s) Assessment(s) Helpful Activities & Resources 

15.A.5a  Explain the 
impact of various deter-

minants of economic 
growth (e.g., investments 
in human/physical capital, 
research and 

development, 
technological change) on 
the economy. 

15.A.5b  Analyze the 
impact of economic 
growth. 
15.A.5c  Analyze the 

impact of various deter-
minants on the levels of 
GDP (e.g., 

quantity/quality of 
natural/capital resources, 
size/skills of the labor 
force). 

15.A.5d  Explain the 
comparative value of the 
Consumer Price Index 
(e.g., goods and services 

in one year with earlier or 
later periods). 
15.B.5a  Analyze the 

impact of changes in non-
price determinants (e.g., 
changes in consumer 
income, changes in tastes 

and preferences) on 
consumer demand. 
15.B.5b  Analyze how 

inflation and interest rates 

1.Identify a Capitalistic 
Economy  
 
2. Understand the key 
parts of the stock 
market. 
 
 
3. Compare and 
contrast different types 
of retirement plans. 
 
 

ROTH 
403 B 
IRA 
Pensions 
Social Security 
Capitalism 
Stocks  
Bonds  
Share holders 
Corporation 
Retirement 
Benefit Plan 
Contribution Plan 
Mutual funds  
 

 1. Group work- mock investment 
scenario students invest 100,000 into 
different companies and track over 
the semester. 

2.  
 



affect consumer 
purchasing power. 

15.B.5c  Analyze 
elasticity as it applies to 
supply and demand and 
consumer decisions. 

15.C.5a   Explain how 
competition is maintained 
in the United States 

economy and how the 
level of competition varies 
in differing market 
structures (e.g., 

monopoly, oligopoly, 
monopolistic and perfect 
competition). 

15.C.5b   Explain how 
changes in non-price 
determinants of supply 
(e.g., number of 

producers) affect 
producer decisions. 

 

 

 

 

 



9-12 World Issues Unit II: Government  
Standards & 
Benchmark(s) 

Concepts & 
Skills/Essential 
Questions 

Vocabulary Term(s) Assessment(s) Helpful Activities & Resources 

4.A.5   Analyze ways in 
which federalism protects 

individual rights and 
promotes the common 
good and how at times 
has made it possible for 

states to protect and 
deny rights for certain 
groups. 

14.B.5   Analyze 
similarities and differ-
ences among world 
political systems (e.g., 

democracy, socialism, 
communism). 
14.C.5   Analyze the 
consequences of par-

ticipation and non-
participation in the 
electoral process (e.g., 

women’s suffrage, voter 
registration, effects of 
media). 
14.D.5  Interpret a 

variety of public policies 
and issues from the 
perspectives of different 

individuals and groups. 
14.E.5   Analyze 
relationships and tensions 
among members of the 

international community. 
14.F.5  Interpret how 
changing geographical, 

economic, technological 
and social forces affect 
United States political 

1. Compare and 
contrast 
government 
systems around the 
world 

2. Discuss current 
elections around 
the United States. 

3. Identify campaign 
practices. 

4. Discuss political 
parties  
 

Democrat  
Republican 
Libertarian 
Green Party 
Democratic republic 
Federalism 
Checks and Balances 
Voting  
Electoral college 
Electorate 
 

 1. The New York Times –Article of the week 
 

2. World News with Brian Williams 
 

3. Isidewith.org (political party quiz and 
election) 

 
4. 270towin.com (election political voting)  



ideas and traditions (e.g., 
freedom, equality and 

justice, individual rights). 

 

 

9-12th Unit III Social Issues  
 



Standards & 
Benchmark(s) 

Concepts & 
Skills/Essential 
Questions 

Vocabulary Term(s) Assessment(s) Helpful Activities & Resources 

 1. Compare and 
contrast the 
different types 
of news 
broadcasting. 

2. Identify bias in 
the media. 

3. Read and 
analyze 
different types 
of news 
articles. 

4. Research 
controversial 
social issues  

5. Identify facts 
and data to 
support 
opinions 

6. Use APA and 
MLA citations.   

FOX 
CNN 
New York Times 
BCC 
 

 1. Opposing Viewpoints-Database  
 
 

2. View different types of news programs 
 

3. Research Template  
 

 

 

 



 
 

Standards & 
Benchmark(s) 

Concepts & 
Skills/Essential 
Questions 

Vocabulary Term(s) Assessment(s) Helpful Activities & Resources 

     

 



Appendix A  

HISTORY/SOCIAL STUDIES, Grades 9-12 
Key Ideas and Details (primary source analysis; analysis of secondary sources; reading) 
• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, attending to such features as the 

date and origin of the information. 

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.11-12.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, connecting insights gained from 
specific details to an understanding of the text as a whole. 

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of how key 
events or ideas develop over the course of the text. 

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.11-12.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary that 

makes clear the relationships among the key details and ideas. 
• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.3 Analyze in detail a series of events described in a text; determine whether earlier events caused later ones or simply 

preceded them.  

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.11-12.3 Evaluate various explanations for actions or events and determine which explanation best accords with textual 
evidence, acknowledging where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

Craft and Structure (vocabulary; point of view; look4bias; craft of writing; structure) 
• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary describing political, 

social, or economic aspects of history/social science. 
• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.11-12.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including analyzing how an author uses and 

refines the meaning of a key term over the course of a text (e.g., how Madison defines faction in Federalist No. 10). 
• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.5 Analyze how text uses structure to emphasize key pts or advance explanation/ analysis. 

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.11-12.5 Analyze in detail how a complex primary source is structured, including how key sentences, paragraphs, and larger 
portions of the text contribute to the whole.  

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.6 Compare the point of view of two or more authors for how they treat the same or similar topics, including which details 

they include and emphasize in their respective accounts. 
• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.11-12.6 Evaluate authors’ differing points of view on the same historical event or issue by assessing the authors’ claims, 

reasoning, and evidence. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas (assess claims/argument; integrate from mult sources) 
• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.7 Integrate quantitative or technical analysis (e.g., charts, research data) with qualitative analysis in print or digital text. 
• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.11-12.7 Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, 

quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to address a question or solve a problem. 
• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.8 Assess extent to which the reasoning and evidence in a text support the author’s claims. 

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.11-12.8 Evaluate an author’s premises, claims, and evidence by corroborating or challenging them with other information.  
• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.9 Compare and contrast treatments of same topic in several primary & secondary sources.  
• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.11-12.9 Integrate information from diverse sources, both primary and secondary, into a coherent understanding of an idea or 

event, noting discrepancies among sources. 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity (read at grade level; complex texts) 
• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10/11-12.10 By the end of grade 10/12, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 9–10/11-12 text 

complexity band independently and proficiently. 
 

WRITING STRANDS 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/9-10/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/11-12/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/9-10/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/11-12/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/9-10/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/11-12/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/9-10/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/11-12/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/9-10/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/11-12/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/9-10/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/11-12/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/9-10/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/11-12/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/9-10/8/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/11-12/8/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/9-10/9/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/11-12/9/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/9-10/10/


Text Types and Purposes  
• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10/11-12.1 Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content. 
• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.1a Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, & create organization that 

establishes clear relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, & evidence. 
• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.11-12.1a Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) 

from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization that logically sequences the claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 
• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.1b Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly, supplying data and evidence for each while pointing out the strengths 

and limitations of both claim(s) and counterclaims in a discipline-appropriate form and in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level 
and concerns. 

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.11-12.1b Develop claim(s)/counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying the most relevant data and evidence for each 

while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both claim(s) and counterclaims in a discipline-appropriate form that anticipates the audience’s 
knowledge level, concerns, values, and possible biases. 

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.1c Use words, phrases, & clauses to link major sections of the text, create cohesion, & clarify relationships between 

claim(s) & reasons, between reasons & evidence, and between claim(s) & counterclaims. 
• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.11-12.1c Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, 

and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims. 

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10/11-12.1d Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of 
the discipline in which they are writing. 

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10/11-12.1e Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from or supports the argument presented. 

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10/11-12.2 Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, scientific 
procedures/ experiments, or technical processes. 

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.2a Introduce a topic and organize ideas, concepts, and information to make important connections and distinctions; 
include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.11-12.2a Introduce a topic and organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so that each new element builds on 

that which precedes it to create a unified whole; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to 
aiding comprehension. 

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.2b Develop topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, 

or other information and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic. 
• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.11-12.2b Develop topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant facts, extended definitions, concrete 

details, quotations, or other info and examples appropriate to audience’s knowledge. 
• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.2c Use varied transitions and sentence structures to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify 

the relationships among ideas and concepts. 

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.11-12.2c Use varied transitions and sentence structures to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify 
the relationships among complex ideas and concepts. 

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.2d Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the complexity of the topic and convey a style 
appropriate to the discipline and context as well as to the expertise of likely readers. 

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.11-12.2d Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary and techniques such as metaphor, simile, and analogy to 

manage the complexity of the topic; convey a knowledgeable stance in a style that responds to the discipline and context as well as to the 
expertise of likely readers. 

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10/11-12.2e Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of 

the discipline in which they are writing. 
• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10/11-12.2f Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation 

presented (e.g., articulating implications or the significance of the topic). 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/9-10/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/9-10/1/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/11-12/1/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/9-10/1/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/11-12/1/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/9-10/1/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/11-12/1/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/9-10/1/d/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/9-10/1/e/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/9-10/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/9-10/2/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/11-12/2/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/9-10/2/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/11-12/2/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/9-10/2/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/11-12/2/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/9-10/2/d/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/11-12/2/d/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/9-10/2/e/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/9-10/2/f/


Production and Distribution of Writing  
• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10/11-12.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, 

purpose, and audience. 
• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10/11-12.5 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, 

focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing products, taking 
advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other information and to display information flexibly and dynamically.  

 CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.11-12.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing products in 

response to ongoing feedback, including new arguments or information. 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge  
• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10/11-12.7 Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated 

question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding 
of the subject under investigation. 

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10/11-12.8 Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches 

effectively; assess the usefulness of each source in answering the research question (11-12: assess the strengths and limitations of each source in terms 
of the specific task, purpose, and audience); integrate information into the text selectively to maintain flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following 
standard format for citation. 

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10/11-12.9 Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Range of Writing  
• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10/11-12.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for reflection and revision) and shorter time frames (a single 

sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/9-10/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/9-10/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/9-10/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/11-12/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/9-10/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/9-10/8/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/9-10/9/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/9-10/10/
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