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Decorations 
have overtak-
en the halls! 
Winter won-
derlands and 
Christmas ide-
as are on many 
doors through-
out the school.

This Week’s 
Need to Know 

 
FACT OF THE WEEK: The average 
seven-foot Christmas tree needs 
about 15 years to grow.. 
 
LIFE HACK OF THE WEEK:  
For extra fluffy mashed potatoes, 
add a little baking powder. 
 
JOKE OF THE WEEK: Why didn’t 
the turkey eat anything for sup-
per? 
 
BRAINTEASER OF THE WEEK: Solve 
this rebus puzzle. 
 
Answers to 
joke and 
brainteaser 
are on the 
bottom. 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

Friday, December 4 
 - GBB @ Baltic (6:15/7:15) 
Saturday, December 5 
 - Wrestling @ Flandreau (10:00) 
Monday, December 7 
 - JHGBB v. West Central (4:00) 
Thursday, December 10 
 - Wrestling @ Quad v. Sioux Val-
ley,  Parker, Mt. Vernon (5:00) 
 - JHBBB v. Tri-Valley (4:00) 
Friday, December 11 
 - GBB v. Tri-Valley (4:00/6:15) 
 - BBB v. Tri0Valley (5:15/7:45) 

 
Worth Mentioning 

 
Blue Ink Birthday Shout Outs 
December 1: Rebekah Roth 
December 3: Autumn Genzler 
December 4: Matt Schrank 
December 15: Tayler Benson 
December 26: Josef Zahn 
December 29: Maiya Strand 
 
COUNTDOWN TO BREAK:  16 Days 
Next break is December 21 
through December 3—winter 
break. 

by Morgan Pierret 
staff writer 
 
     A few weeks ago, Garretson 
School had their annual pajama 
day/ hat day in remembrance of 
Tina Sandbulte. On November 
6th, students were allowed to 
wear either pajamas or a hat or 
school, and donate a dollar, or 
more. The donations go to the 
Children’s Miracle Network 
(CMN) Radiothon, and will be 
remembered in Tina’s name.  
     Tina is the daughter of Nor-
inda Sanbulte, and this year 
marks the 11th anniversary of 
Tina’s passing. Tina was a very 
happy and generous girl who 
loved giving to the cause, Chil-
dren’s Miracle Network.  
     The CMN Radiothon is a fund-
raiser held at a local level that 
encourages listeners to donate 
and allows Miracle Families to 
share their experiences with sick 
children. The donations then go to things like: donor breast 
milk, pediatric surgery tools, respiratory support systems for 
premature babies, NICU ventilators, NICU transportation 
equipment, and a number of other things.  
     On a normal year, the CMN Radiothon would’ve been 
held today, but with the uncertainty of COVID it got post-
poned to March 18th & 19th. Due to the fact that the fami-
lies sharing their story do have sick children at home, the 
CMN Radiothon founders decided it was in everyone’s best 
interest to stay home and stay safe.  
     “We all know kids’ health doesn’t stop for a global pan-
demic”, said the CMN on their Facebook post, where they 
made the difficult and emotional decision.  
     The money 
raised from the 
school in remem-
brance of Tina 
will still be donat-
ed to the Radio-
thon today, but 
the CMN will 
hang on to that 
money until 
March where 
they will match 
the amount 
raised!  

JOKE: Because he was already stuffed     BRAINTEASER: Knock on Wood 

Keeping Tina’s memory alive year 
after year 

  

Tina Sandbulte is pictured with one of the children who benefited money raised from the CMN. She loved to donate 
to this cause and would collect money to bring to the CMN. 

Photo provided by Norinda Sandbulte 

New face to the website 
You may have 

noticed a little 

change when 

logging on to 

the school web-

site. An update 

went into effect 

last week.  

Garretson students and staff donated money in remembrance of Tina 
Sandbulte and then received this sticker, which  allowed them to wear hats 
and/or pajamas for the day. 
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We’re playing basketball... 

by Peyton Hove 
staff writer 
 
     Garretson High School win-
ter sports have officially begun. 
The girls team started practice 
last week on November 23, 
with the boys team starting this 
past Monday. Having both 
come off fairly average seasons 
last year, both teams are ready 
to get back on the court.  
 
Girls Basketball 
     The Lady Dragons are back 
in action with 18 girls on the 
roster, and starting their sea-
son tonight having their first 
game against the Baltic Bull-
dogs, who defeated GHS’s vol-
leyball team in the region fi-
nals. Last season the Lady Dragons ended their season 10
-12, falling short on making the trip to the SoDak 16.  
     With six returning seniors, the Lady Dragons are fo-
cusing more this season on running the ball and placing a 
greater emphasis on the defensive side of the game. 
Their motto this season is Coach Schrank’s favorite 
quote: “Be fast, but don’t hurry.”  
     With COVID taking away from their off-season this 
summer, it didn’t slow down the girls and their drive to 
get better.   
     “We had a group chat and we were placed into groups 
with our team captains each taking a group. We would 
do workouts together and hold each other accountable 
on whether we got those done.” Said junior, Mya Long.  
     Coach Schrank would also host zoom meetings to talk 
about the upcoming season’s goals and expectations. In 
other words, the girls knew what to expect come No-
vember 23.  
     “Our practices have been going really well. We’ve 
been conditioning a lot and getting in shape. We have 
been learning our plays, press breaker, our press, and 
the type of defenses we are going to run. So I think we 
will be well prepared for Friday,” expressed senior cap-
tain, Lizzie Olson.  
     While everything seemed to be going smoothly, less 
than a few days into the season, COVID hit the girls team 
and took out three of them. The Lady Dragons were 
down five girls during game day week preparation.  
     The lady dragons try to social distance themselves 
whenever they can, whether it’s stretching before prac-
tice , on the sidelines during drills, or when they are 
breaking it down in the “huddle.” They also use hand 
sanitizer after water breaks.  
     “It’s up in the air with COVID, so just being able to 
play one game is a big deal,” stated Olson.  
     The girls are excited for tonight and what the rest of 

the season will bring. With goals of making it to the 
sweet 16 and getting that BEC champion title, the girls 
are pushing each other in practice anticipating the first 
tip off of the season.  
 
Boys Basketball 
     Coming off a rocky season last year, the blue dragons 
have a chip on their shoulder and have gotten after it this 
past week at practice. With 21 boys going out, including 
six seniors, the team is ready to get back on the court 
and show what the Garretson boys basketball program is 
all about.  
     “The first few days were tough, but everything is look-
ing good so far and we are getting back into the loop of 
things,” said senior captain Jake Schroeder.  
     A few of Head Coach Tad Heitkamp’s favorite drills 
include: Laker Drill (1v1 defensive drill), Alligator (1 on 2 
to 5 on 5 transition drill), and Pressure Free Throws. “We 
are focusing more on defense this year, we’ve been do-
ing a lot more “Laker Drills” to get that defensive minded 
mentality,” expressed junior Cadyn Ockenga.  
     With lack of size since losing two big centers last year, 
the dragons are looking at running the floor more on the 
offensive side, and plan on running teams as much as 
possible.  
     Sophomore Cooper Long said, “I am looking forward 
to seeing how good we work together and surprising a 
lot of people.”   
     “We are just going to go out, play hard, and have fun. 
I can’t wait to play next Friday, it should be a good 
game,” stated Schroeder.  
     Their season motto is, UBUNTU, which means “I am, 
because we are.” This puts a greater emphasis on the 
team aspect and selfless playing. The boys are going to 
focus on one game at a time and play every game like it’s 
their last.  

     They will host their first game of the 
season against the Tri-Valley Mustangs 
next Friday, December 11; followed by a 
home game against the Chester Fliers the 
next day Saturday, December 12. Both 
games will be double headers. 
 
Fans 
     This season will look a little different 
for spectators. Each team personnel will 
be given four ticket vouchers on single 
events, and two for doubleheaders at 
home events. Grades 9-12 will not need a 
voucher, but K-8 will.  
     Masks are required for students at all 
times and recommended for the public. 
However to reduce the risk of spread of 
COVID, the home games will be broad-
casted on Alliance Communications Gar-
retson School Channel. 

Both boys and girls start their seasons on time, but with a few changes 

Isaiah Gnadt:  
I would love to 
have a silver chain 
for Christmas! I’ve 
always wanted 
one. I also want 
an Xbox for Christ-
mas so I can play 
NBA 2K21 with my 
friends. 

Cadence  
Magnuson:  
A wither strap 
for Casino; Ariat 
or Twisted X 
shoes, and more 
cowgirl tuff 
jeans. 
 

Jason Bohl:  
I would like to 
have all my chil-
dren, son-in-law, 
and granddaugh-
ter here on 
Christmas Day. 

Blue Dragon 
thoughts 

     Keep in touch with what is hap-
pening in the school and with our 
Blue Dragon athletics.  
SCHOOL: @GHSBlueDragons 
FOOTBALL: @BlueDragonFB 
VOLLEYBALL: @BlueDragonVB 
SOCCER: @GarretsonSoccer 
BOYS BASKETBALL: @BlueDragonBBB 
GIRLS BASKETBALL: @BlueDragonHoops 

GOLF: @ghs_golf2017 
     You can also follow the Blue Ink 
on snapchat at ghs_blueink. 

Blue Dragon 
Social Media 

by Camas Johnston 
staff writer 
 
     This year the Garretson School ele-
mentary concert has changed quite a 
bit. This year only 3rd grade through 
5th grade will be taking part in the 
concert. In the spring is when the K-
2will be doing their concert.  
     “Every year the theme of the con-
cert is switched between a fall/
thanksgiving theme and a winter/
Christmas theme. This year we are 
doing old-fashioned Christmas,” said 
Mrs. Brown 
     Different safety measures are being 
put into effect this year including 
masks and social distancing. These are 
to ensure the health and safety of the 
band members. 
     “It is a challenge for the younger 
kids to properly enunciate their 
words. But they sing very confidently 
on their own.”  

Elementary 
concert 

Jake Schroeder crosses over to keep the Hawks defenders on his heels during last year’s action. The boys finished 
their season 3-18 but are optimistic about their 2020-20201 campaign. 

 Mya Long closes out on the Flandreau offense while Molly Hulscher works to take away the post 
option for a pass. The Blue Dragons finished last season just under the .500 mark (10-12) but look to 
make more strides this year. 
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Christmas quiz 

1. Describe your personality in one word. 
     A. Classic  
     B. Funny 
     C. Likeable 
     D. Caring 
     E. Unique 
2. How do you decorate your tree? 
     A. Simple with a string of lights and tinsel 
     B. The front is full and beautiful; the back may be neglected 
     C. It is full of decoration but it maybe doesn’t match and ornaments may 
be scattered 
     D. Purposeful: you are a perfectionist when it 
comes to decorating your tree 
     E. You don’t even have your tree up yet 
3. What is your holiday shopping strategy? 
     A. Buy gifts throughout the Christmas season 
     B. Purchase the day before Christmas 
     C. Online shopping 
     D. Purchase throughout the year 
     E. Black Friday shopping 

4. What is your ideal holiday getaway? 
     A. Staycation - enjoy the snow with your family and friends 
     B. Road trip somewhere warm with the family 
     C. Hitting the slopes (sledding, skiing, snowboarding) 
     D. A cute cabin next to a small town 
     E. A cruise 
5. What is your ideal job? 
     A. Doctor/Police Officer 
     B. YouTuber 
     C. Teacher 
     D. Actor/Actress 
     E. Astronaut/Fisherman 
6. What do you wear during the holidays? 
     A. Normal clothes but you make a point to wear Christmas colors 
     B. Ugly Christmas sweater 
     C. Matching pajamas with the fam 
     D. You’re dressed up all the time - cute sweaters, matching scarves, hats, 
and mittens 
     E. Your favorite sports team’s apparel 

What type of Christmas movie are you? 

PEOPLE: Kelsey Buchholz, Mayor Beaner, Principal Long, Tim Hughes, Ron Luke  PLACES:  O So Good, Dollar General, Devils Gulch, Nordstrom Automotive, Stop and Shop   
THINGS: Main Street, Dragon Statue, River Ridge, Jesse James Days, Split Rock 

It’s not just Christmas 
season 

by Oliviyah Thornton 
staff writer 
 
     Christmas is coming up 
but for the ones who cele-
brate Hanukkah, that holi-
day is just around the cor-
ner. Hanukkah will begin 
on Thursday evening, De-
cember 10, and last for 8 
days ending on Friday 
evening, December 18. 
 
Why eight days and the 
candles? 
     When observing Hanukkah, the 
Jewish will light candles for each day. 
What the candles are on is called a 
menorah, or also spelled menora, 
which is used in religious rituals of 
Judaism and has grown as an im-
portant symbol in ancient and mod-
ern Israel. 
     The menorah used to be seven-
branched until a miracle occurred. It 
was said that the Maccabees only had 
enough oil to light the candles of the 
temple for one night, but miraculous-
ly it lasted eight days. It was given the 
name Miracle of Hanukkah and me-
norah candles are lit each night of 
Hanukkah to commemorate this. 
 
Inspiration for Hanukkah 
     Around 200 B.C., Judea, the Land 
of Israel, was attacked by Antiochus 
IV Epiphanes. He took his soldiers and 
destroyed Jerusalem, massacred 
thousands of its people and desecrat-
ed the city’s holy Second Temple, and 
set up an altar of Zeus and sacrificed 
pigs within its sacred walls. 
     Jewish priest Mattahias and his 
five sons rebelled and in 166 B.C. Ju-
dah Maccabee took control. Within 
two years, the Jews had succeeded 
and taken back Jerusalem. Judah then 
called on his followers to cleanse the 

Second Temple, rebuild its altar, and 
light its menorah. 
 
How is Hanukkah celebrated? 
     In the beginning, Jews will have 
nine candles. Eight to light and the 
extra one is used to light the others. 
As the candle is lit, they will add it to 
the menorah after sundown. The 
ninth candle is called the Shamash 
(helper). Jews will then typically re-
cite blessings during this process and 
display their menorah at their win-
dow to remind others of the miracle 
that inspired the holiday. 
     Other ways to celebrate the holi-
day is by cooking traditional Hanuk-
kah meals like sufganivot (similar to 
jelly donuts) and latkes (fried potato 
pancakes). They also play traditional 
games such as playing with a four-
sided spinning tops called dreidels 
and exchanging gifts 
 
     Hanukkah is a Jewish festival that 
celebrates and commemorates the 
rebuilding of the Second Temple 
when it was destroyed in Jerusalem 
at the time of the Maccabean Revolt 
against the Seleucid Empire. It’s a 
holiday not only for the celebration of 
their history but also known as the 
Festival of Lights. 

While Christmas gets the ma-
jority of the press, there are 
other holidays, celebrations 

by Lacey Lumpkin 
staff writer 
 
     Christmas is only 21 days away! It's just around the corner! Some people 
already have all their presents bought. Others know what to buy, but haven't 
bought anything yet. And some people don’t even know where to start! 
     Everyone has been there, stuck thinking, “What do I get them for Christ-
mas this year?” Some people are really hard to shop for because it seems like 
they have everything! While others want to get them something that doesn’t 
cost a fortune, but it’s still some-
thing they’d like.  
 
HOT GIFTS 
Mom: Neck Relax, Glow Bowl, or 
Starscope Monocular 
Dad: Fixd, TVCasterMax, FlipFork 
Sister/Friend: SoloForce, React, 
Dodow 
Brother/Friend: DroneXPro, ChargeHubGO, GoDonut 

 
UNDER $25 
Mom: New Apple Watch Band, Terrarium Candles, 
Smart Touch Planter Speaker 
Dad: Brisket & Meat Trimmer,  
Bondic, Smartignition Electric Lighter 
Sister/Friend: Healing Honey Stick, Therapy Dough, 
Touchscreen Cleaner 
Brother/Friend: Coordination Game, Shower Speaker, 
Retractable Phone Charger 
 

DIY GIFTS 
Mom: Floral Bath Bombs, , Camera Strap Scarf, 
Caramel Latte Tea Cup Candle 
Dad: Personalized Spatula, Dad's Stache Jar, 
Eyeglass Case 
Sister/Friend: Dishwasher Safe Glitter Dipped 
Mugs, Cute Fabric Headbands, Denim Wall Art 
Brother/Friend:  
Unique Bookends, Clever Charging Station and 
Organizer, A Collection of Memories 
 
  I hope this will help you find something to give 
them this year!  

Are you stuck on what 
to get for Christmas? 

Quick ideas for gifts for your friends and family 
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If you got mostly… 

A: You go for the classics. While you enjoy the newer movies out there, 

nothing can really beat the Christmas Classics like It’s a Wonderful Life or 
Miracle on 34th Street. 

B: You’re all about the comedies. Hey...the holidays with your family are 

hilarious so the movies should be too. Kick back and relax with some of the 
best like Home Alone, National Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation, and Elf. 

C: Christmas brings out the kid in all of us, so why not watch the quintessen-

tial children’s movies. Frosty the Snowman, A Charlie Brown Christmas, and 
Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer make everyone smile. So while you may 
not be young, you can still feel young with these. 

D: The holiday, the mistletoe, the hope, the magic. You are all about the 

love this time of year so go ahead and celebrate with the Christmas ro-
mance. Bring on The Holiday, Love, Actually,  and all the Hallmark movies! 

E: While it is Christmas time, Christmas isn’t everything. You appreciate that 

there are still other things to celebrate and enjoy. You are maybe a bit more 
of a Christmas non-traditionalist so a Die Hard, Krampus, or The Nightmare 
Before Christmas may be more your speed. 

Christmas Movie Quiz  

by Rebekah Roth 
staff writer 
 
     With the majority of South Dakota’s schools and businesses reopening as 
well as people traveling for the holidays, there has been a surge in corona-
virus cases. This has forced many individuals to quarantine or even be hospi-
talized. Due to the virus escalating, not only have businesses begun using 
more scrupulous safety procedures, but several cities have ordained mask 
mandates during this fall.  
     On November 21, Sioux Falls had implemented an emergency ordinance 
that requires masks to be worn in all indoor public buildings where six-foot 
distance can not be accomplished. The mask mandate is the city’s response to 
the rapid increase in confirmed COVID-19 cases within Sioux Falls, and is in 
place in order to prevent further spread of the virus.  
     However, unlike in many cities, there are no penalties for refusing to com-
ply with the mandate. Some other cities in South Dakota, like Brookings, have 
instituted a mask mandate that allows citizens not following the ordinance to 
be fined. Brookings has had substantially lower confirmed cases than other 
cities in the state, having only 2,405 cases in the entire county.  
     Yet, there are exceptions to the mandate, such as being a child under five 
years of age, having severe mental illness that prevents the use of a mask, 
having a mental or physical disability that prevents the use of a mask, being 
deaf or hard of hearing, etc. Churches, colleges, and universities are expected 
to have their own safety measures in place. Most cities with a mask mandate 
have similar exceptions.  
     In Garretson, a resolution passed that promotes citizens to wear face cov-
erings. The city has partnered with other South Dakota cities that support the 
campaign called #MASKUPSODAK.  
     In light of these new masking requirements, Maverick Houg, a sophomore, 
gave his input. “I think we should’ve started wearing masks right away, but I 
do like how Kristi Noem recommended it,” said Houg in response to how late 
the mask mandate in Sioux Falls began. He also noted that wearing masks in 
public places has not been difficult at all.  
     Jacob Heumiller, a science teacher at Garretson high school, had this to say 
about the mask mandate in Sioux Falls; “I think that it’s a good idea, it’s not 
that big of an inconvenience. I’d like to see how people take it and abide by 
it.” Mr. Heumiller did note however that he was unaware that Garretson en-
courages masks in public places.  
     Fortunately, COVID-19 vaccines could be ready for distribution by the end 
of December. Although, since it will take months before the vaccine can be 
available to everyone, wearing a mask may be staying around for a while.  

Mask mandates appear 
in South Dakota 

This graph shows new confirmed COVID-19 cases in South Dakota over the past few months. The graph 
shows how new cases have spiked in the recent months.  

Graph from The New York Times 

Senior Spotlight Kenzie Henseler 

Activities Involved In:  
Football Cheer 
Wrestling Cheer 
FFA 
 
Best Part of Senior Year:  
Privs 
 
What Will You Miss Most:  
Teachers and cheer 
 
Plans for Next Year:  
Take a gap year to figure 
out what I want to do. 

Activities Involved In:  
Wrestling Cheer 
Track previously 
 
Best Part of Senior Year:  
Prom 
 
What Will You Miss Most:  
Classmates 
 
Plans for Next Year:  
Going to Southeast Tech to 
be a vet tech 

Sophia Mosley 

by Camas Johnston 
staff writer 
 
     This year Garretson school has a student in 
the honor choir. The elementary school honor 
choir is run by the South Dakota National Associ-
ation for music educators. Honor choir is put to-
gether and schools from all around the state 
take part. 
     Students from all across the state auction for 
the honor choir and some, if they are lucky and skilled enough, get selected 
to participate.  
     “The audition process didn’t change all that much,” said Mrs. Brown when 
asked. “We always record students singing and the day them in. So the audi-
tion process didn't really change all that much.”  
     During the performance on January 9, there will be some precautions tak-
ing place such as masks and social distancing. But as far as Mrs. Brown knows 
there isn't anything else. 
     “A few other students at this school have gotten the chance to be part of 
the Honor Choir” said Mrs. Brown. “I guess it is rare for someone to be 
picked from a certain school. And we have had a few kids from this school.” 
     Sixth grader Anna Ebbing was selected to participate this year, “My audi-
tion was in the music room and Mrs Brown recorded it. And I sang some 
scales.” said Anna Ebbing “I was really excited when I was picked for Honor 
Choir.” 

Honor choir 

Sixth grader Anna Ebbing was 
selected for the South Dakota honor 
choir which will perform this winter. 


