
Grade 6: Pre-History - Early Hominids 
Illinois Learning Standards for Social Science (6-8) Resources Assessments 

INQUIRY SKILLS 

Developing Questions and Planning Inquiries 

Constructing 

Essential Questions 

SS.IS.1.6-8: Create 

essential questions to 

help guide inquiry 

about a topic. 

 TCI: History Alive – 

Essential Questions 

 Stanford Reading Like a 

Historian: Ancient World 

History Lessons 
(http://sheg.stanford.edu/ancient)   

 

Constructing 

Supporting Questions 

SS.IS.2.6-8: Ask 

essential and focusing 

questions that will lead 

to independent 

research. 

  

Determining Helpful 

Sources 

SS.IS.3.6-8: 
Determine sources 

representing multiple 

points of view that will 

assist in organizing a 

research plan 

 Library of Congress: Primary 

Source Sets 

 

Evaluating Sources and Using Evidence 

Gathering and 

Evaluating Sources 

SS.IS.4.6-8.LC.:  
Determine the value of 

sources by evaluating 

their relevance and 

intended use. 

 Intro to Historical Thinking 

(Sourcing: Evaluating 

Sources) 

 

Developing Claims 

and Using Evidence 

SS.IS.5.6-8.LC:  
Appropriately cite all 

sources utilized. 

 Works Cited Page on all 

independent research (APA or 

MLA) 

 

Communicating Conclusions and Taking Informed Action 

Communicating 

Conclusions 

SS.IS.6.6-8.LC: 

Construct arguments 

using claims and 

evidence from multiple 

sources, while 

acknowledging their 

strengths and 

limitations. 

   

Critiquing 

Conclusions 

SS.IS.7.6-8: Critique 

the structure and 

credibility of 

arguments and 

explanations (self and 

others). 

  

http://sheg.stanford.edu/ancient
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Taking Informed 

Action 

SS.IS.8.6-8.LC:  
Analyze how a 

problem can manifest 

itself and the 

challenges and 

opportunities faced by 

those trying to address 

it. 

  

CIVICS STANDARDS 

Civic and Political 

Institutions 

SS.CV.1.6-8.LC:  
Identify roles played 

by citizens (examples: 

voters, jurors, 

taxpayers, military, 

protesters and office 

holders). 

  

SS.CV.2.6-8.LC:  

Describe the origins, 

purposes, and impact 

of constitutions, laws, 

treaties, and 

international 

agreements. 

  

Participation and 

Deliberation: 

Applying Civic 

Virtues and 

Democratic 

Principals 

SS.CV.3.6-8.LC, 

MdC, MC:  Compare 

the means by which 

individuals and groups 

change societies, 

promote the common 

good, and protect 

rights. 

  

SS.CV.4.6-8.LC:  
Explain the connection 

between interests and 

perspectives civic 

virtues, and 

democratic principles 

when addressing issues 

in government and 

society. 

  

SS.CV.5.6-8.LC; 

MdC; MC :  Apply 

civic virtues and 

democratic principles 

in school and 

community settings. 

  

Processes, Rules, and 

Laws 

SS.CV.6.6-8.LC:  
Determine whether 

specific rules and laws 
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(both actual and 

proposed) resolve the 

problems they were 

meant to address. 

 

 

 

 

 

GEOGRAPHY STANDARDS 

Human-Environment 

Interaction: Place, 

Regions, and Culture 

SS.G.1.6-8.LC: Use 

geographic 

representations (maps, 

photographs, satellite 

images, etc) to explain 

the relationships 

between the locations 

(places and regions) 

and changes in their 

environment.  

 

  

Human Population 

SS.G.2.6-8.LC: 

Explain how humans 

and their environment 

affect one another. 

  

Geographic 

Representations 

Human Environment 

Interaction 

Population 

SS.G.3.6-8.LC: 
Explain how 

environmental 

characteristics impact 

human migration and 

settlement. 

  

Global 

Interconnections 

SS.G.4.6-8.LC: 

Identify how cultural 

and environmental 

characteristics vary 

among regions of the 

world. 

  

ECONOMICS AND FINANCIAL LITERACY STANDARDS 

Economic Decision 

Making 

SS.EC.1.6-8.LC:  
Explain how economic 

decisions affect the 

wellbeing of 

individuals, businesses 

and society 

  

Exchange and 

Markets 

SS.EC.2.6-8.LC:  
Analyze the role of 

innovation and 

entrepreneurship in a 

market economy 

  

The National and 

Global Economy 

SS.EC.3.6-8.LC:  

Explain why standards 
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of living increase as 

productivity improves. 

Financial Literacy 

SS.EC.FL.1.6-8.LC:  
Analyze the 

relationship between 

skills, education, jobs, 

and income.  

 

  

SS.EC.FL.2.6-8.LC:  
Explain the roles and 

relationships between 

savers, borrowers, 

interest, time, and the 

purposes for saving. 

  

HISTORY STANDARDS 

Change, Continuity, 

and Context 

SS.H.1.6-8.LC: 
Classify series of 

historical events and 

developments as 

examples of change 

and/or continuity. 

  

Perspectives 

SS.H.2.6-8.LC: 
Explain how and why 

perspectives of people 

have changed over 

time. 

  

Historical Sources 

and Evidence 

SS.H.3.6-8.LC: 
Classify the kinds of 

historical sources used 

in secondary 

interpretation. 

  

Causation and 

Argumentation 

SS.H.4.6-8.LC: 
Explain multiple 

causes and effects of 

historical events. 

  

ILLINOIS STATE MANDATES AND BOARD POLICY 

13.  In all schools, United States history must 

be taught, including: (a) the principles of 

representative government, (b) the 

Constitutions of the U.S. and Illinois, (c) the 

role of the U.S. in world affairs, (d) the role of 

labor unions, and (e) the role and 

contributions of ethnic groups, including but 

not limited to, the African Americans, 

Albanians, Asian Americans, Bohemians, 

Czechs, French, Germans, Hispanics 

(including the events related to the forceful 

removal and illegal deportation of Mexican-
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American U.S. citizens during the Great 

Depression), Hungarians, Irish, Italians, 

Lithuanians, Polish, Russians, Scots, and 

Slovakians in the history of this country and 

State. 

16.  In all schools, the curriculum includes a 

unit of instruction on the history, struggles, 

and contributions of women. 

  

19.  In all schools, instruction during courses 

as determined by the Superintendent or 

designee on disability history, awareness, and 

the disability rights movement. 

  

 


