
December 4, 2020 

Trenton R-IX Families 

Re: COVID-19 Quarantine Guidance Update 

Bulldog Family: 

Over the last few weeks, we had a huge number of student quarantines due to close contact with a 

positive student within our classrooms.  Many have worked diligently to keep our students safe by 

wearing masks and social distancing as much as possible.  With the Thanksgiving school break, we have 

experienced a considerable drop in our quarantined number.  Your administration team feels this would 

be a good time to implement some slight modifications in the quarantining protocol.  We are prepared 

to implement the modifications announced by Governor Parson along with DHSS and DESE.  This will not 

allow all students to utilize this protocol; however, it should help some and allow students who follow 

all of the guidelines with no symptoms to stay in school.  The reality of how this works is that the 

students will still be close contact traced and placed on quarantine with those who meet the established 

guidelines to come to school during the regular day as long as no COVID symptoms are present.  The 

established guidelines are listed in the two following documents.  Please refer to these documents for 

guidance and call if you need further explanation for the quarantining protocol. 

DESE Reopening Guidance – also available on our website. 

https://dese.mo.gov/sites/default/files/COVID-MO-K12-Reopening-Guidance.pdf 

Reopening Guidance Frequently Asked Questions 

https://dese.mo.gov/sites/default/files/COVID-19-Quarantine-Guidance-Modification-FAQ-11-13-20.pdf 

You may want to print these two items out to help with any questions you may have regarding the new 
guidance.   

A couple of items I would point out: 

o The students and staff in close contact are still quarantined.
o If both parties are wearing masks properly – the student and/or staff can attend school

during the regular day with no symptoms. (refer to page 15 reopening guidelines)
o No activities are allowed outside of the school day while under quarantine.
o This will not change the quarantines occurring in athletics and other large groups not

wearing masks.
o This will not change any quarantines for classes that are in cohorts and not wearing

masks in the classroom.
o Close contacts during the lunch period will still be in quarantine.

This will not replace close contact tracing and quarantining students and staff.  EXAMPLE: When we had 
nearly 300 positive and/or quarantined students and staff, there were approximately 45 students that 
met this new protocol. 

Other good news.  The CDC is revamping the length of quarantine required with some stipulations.  We 
are still studying these and may be able to add them to our change very soon. 

https://dese.mo.gov/sites/default/files/COVID-MO-K12-Reopening-Guidance.pdf
https://dese.mo.gov/sites/default/files/COVID-19-Quarantine-Guidance-Modification-FAQ-11-13-20.pdf


In closing, I would like to say that I believe these changes are not in any way creating additional risk 
throughout our school.  There have been no signs that the spread of this virus is happening within the 
school.  The positive cases we have had to date are traced back to activities and contacts outside of the 
school day.  If masks are being worn as intended, the spread within the school will stay minimal.  In 
addition, I believe that not all students being sent home are staying quarantined as intended.  Those 
students would be much better off in our schools where they will be wearing masks as much as possible, 
not to mention the educational benefit from being in school. Lastly, if we find that we have a positive 
spread due to this change, we will go back to protocols that are more restrictive. 

Remember, stay diligent about your behaviors: 

o Wear your mask properly. Be a role model. Wear your mask in the community.
o Talk to your students about the necessity of wearing their masks properly.
o Insist that our students wear their masks appropriately.
o Social distance when you can. Lunch seems to be a problem for both staff and students.
o Practice proper hygiene. i.e. wash/sanitize our hands more often.
o Every individual should take precautions to help stop the spread of COVID-19.

Timeline for implementation: 

Trenton High School and Trenton Middle School – Tuesday, December 8,2020. 

 You will be notified by the school if your quarantine dates or protocol has changed.

Rissler will be looking to modify the mask mandates currently used to take advantage of 
the new quarantine protocols. 

Sincerely, 

Michael D. Stegman 
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