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Number Sense
Every day, individuals are called upon to use their 
ability to make quick mental calculations to make 
decisions.  The development of such abilities is an 
integral part of the math curriculum.

Section 1450: 
NUMBER SENSE
(a) THE CONTEST.

(1) Summary. Individuals are called upon
every day to use their ability to make
quick mental calculations to make
decisions. The development of such
abilities should be an integral part
of the math curriculum. Concepts
covered include, but are not limited
to: addition, subtraction, multiplica-
tion, division, proportions, and use of
mathematic notation.

(2) Contest Format. Students will be
given a fill-in-the-blank test which
they shall complete without doing
calculations on paper or on a cal-
culator. Erasures, mark-overs and
mark-outs are not permitted.
Requirements for numeric forms
shall be as specified in official con-
test procedures. Exactly 10 min-
utes shall be allotted for the testing
period exclusive of time required for
instructions.

(b) REPRESENTATION.
(1) Contestants. Students in officially

prescribed grade levels below 9th
grade who are eligible under Sec-
tions 1400 and 1405 may enter this
contest

(2) Divisions. Districts shall offer either
a separate division for each partici-
pating grade level or combined grade
level divisions as specified in official
contest procedures.

(3) Individual Competition. For each
division, each participant school may
enter as many as three contestants
in the district meet.

(4) Team Competition. If the district has
elected to include team competition,
the combined scores of the three
contestants in each division from a
school shall constitute the school’s
team score. A team shall have three
contestants compete to participate in
the team competition.

(c) CONTEST ADMINISTRATION.
(1) Personnel. All personnel in this con-

test may be coaches of participating
students.

(2) Ties and Points. Ties are not to be
broken in either individual or team
competition. If there is a tie for first
place, there is no second place. If
there is a tie for second place, there is
no third place, etc. Points are awarded
as specified in Section 1408 (i). Tied
individuals or teams split the total
points equally for the two or more
places in which a tie exists.

(3) Verification Period. A verification peri-
od shall be provided. Unofficial results
should be posted. Contestants and
coaches should be given no more
than 15 minutes to examine their test
papers with official keys. Questions
should be directed to the contest
director, whose decision shall be final.

(4) Official Results. After the verification
period has ended and all test papers
have been collected, the contest direc-
tor shall announce the official results.
Official results, once announced, are
final.

(5) Returning Materials. No materi-
als from district contests may be
returned to contestants prior to offi-
cial release dates.
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Number Sense

Contest Administration Script

Practice and Preparation

General Contest Information

• Study Materials Booklets

• Developing Middle School Number Sense Skills

• Practice Tests from previous years
• Independent Vendors

Contest Grade Divisions
• This contest will consist of two divisions (fourth-sixth, seventh/ eighth) unless the district executive committee

approves separate divisions for each grade.

Necessary Contest Personnel 
• Contest Director. The contest director will be in charge of running the contest and resolving any problems that

arise. Following the contest, provide the meet director with the Contest Roster with each contestant’s score, a list
of individual and team winners, and the number of contestants participating. The contest director may be the coach
of a participating student. The director may appoint an assistant director. 

• Graders. At least three graders should be familiar with the instructions for grading and the contest rules. The
contest director may recruit more than three graders.

Contest Material Overview
• Provided by UIL- Printed tests, answer key, contest rosters

• These materials will be provided to schools submitting the appropriate requisitions. See Section 1408 (c)
and (e) for the dates when invitational materials and district materials will be available.

• Provided by the School or Student- Pencils or pens
• Other- No other materials or notes may be used in the contest.

(1) Before the contest begins, the contest director shall number the folded sheets and keep notes of the name and school
of each contestant. Next, inform contestants and coaches of the time and place of the verification period. Spectators
and coaches not assigned specific duties in administering the contest should be dismissed from the contest room before
the contest starts.

(2) Say: “This is the UIL Number Sense test� I am now going to place your folded test sheet
in front of you� Write your contestant number in the upper left hand corner� Do not
handle or unfold the test sheet until I tell you to do so� While you are taking your test,
write your answers in the blank immediately following the problem without attempting
to solve the problem on paper, in accordance with instructions on your test sheet� This
is a test in mental mathematics, and only the results of calculations arrived at without
the use of pencil and paper will be accepted� If you do not follow that contest rule, you
will be disqualified� You will have 10 minutes to take this test� You may now unfold your
test and begin�”

(3) The contest director shall give contestants start and stop signals to begin and end the 10-minute testing period. No other
time signals shall be given. Allow students 10 minutes to take the test.

(4) When the test period of 10 minutes has ended Say:  “Sit back and put your writing utensil down� Be
ready to deliver your test to the person collecting the test�”

* The contest official may ad lib as necessary while conducting the contest.

The script is not mandatory; however, 
it does contain contest rules.

http://store.uiltexas.org/a-study-materials/
http://store.uiltexas.org/a-study-materials/
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FAQs about Rules
What types of questions are on the test? 
The test will cover basic arithmetic and mathematical functions in grades four through six.  Another test for 
the junior high level will include algebra, geometry and number theory.

How long does the contest last? 
Ten minutes are allowed for the contest.

Are commas permissible in answers?
Commas are not required in the answer, however if the student writes the answer using commas, they must 
be in the correct place or they will be considered as extraneous marks and will be counted incorrect. 

Are timing devices allowed?
Contestants may use timing devices as long as they do not emit audible signals during the contest. Cell 
phones, smart watches or any device that can wirelessly connect to the Internet, electronic tables, music 
players, headphones, etc. may not be used in the testing room. 

Grading/Scoring Rules
Briefing Graders: Brief graders on procedure to be used for grading and explain the scoring process.

Scoring: Each test should be independently scored twice, and papers contending to place should be
scored a third or fourth time as needed. Award five points for each problem solved correctly. Deduct four 
points for each problem not solved correctly and for each problem skipped. No deduction is taken for 
problems after the last problem attempted. An illegible figure constitutes an incorrect answer.  The contest 
director, with the assistance of graders, may determine whether a figure is legible. An erasure or markout 
would cause that problem to be incorrect. 

(A) Fractions. All fractions in test papers must be reduced to lowest terms. Improper fractions
are permitted. Decimal answers are permitted for those unstarred problems whose
answers are exactly expressible as decimals. For example, 3⁄2, 1

1⁄2, and 1.5 are all acceptable.
Starred problems on the test sheets require approximate integral answers, i.e., they permit
5% error; unstarred problems require exact answers.

(B) Symbols. Symbols such as o and % are usually printed on the sheet. Therefore, answers require
only the writing of numerals. If a symbol is omitted from the printed sheet, it is not the
responsibility of the contestant to make sure the answer is complete. If not printed, the student
need not include it in the answer.

(C) Exception for Dollars and Cents. In agreement with the philosophy that answers should be
complete, all dollars and cents problems must have complete answers. That is, twenty-
three dollars must be written as $23.00 (with $ and .00). Sixteen cents must be written
as $.16 or 16¢, depending on the answer blank format.

(D) Efficient Forms. Numerical answers should be written so that the answers are complete
as in the two examples above. However, the answer should be written in the most
efficient form possible. For example, if the answer is 16, the written answer 16.000 is not
acceptable for the purposes of the number sense competition. Extraneous zeroes are not
to be used. For example, if .16 is the answer, 0.16 is not an acceptable format.

(E) Exponentials. An answer such as 3 x 103 should be expressed as 3000 and not left in
exponential form.




