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Teaching is not a profession 
known for instant gratification. 
Sometimes, we teachers can feel 
completely unappreciated.   

Dubbed a “thankless job”, 
teaching comes with many daily 
challenges. Grading, meetings, 
more grading, planning and the 
seemingly hundreds of tasks we 
are charged with can make us feel 
frustrated and burned out.  More 
often than not, we take on much 
more than our job 
description.  Everything from 
improving student’s academic 
abilities to making up for their 
inadequate home life leads to a 
feeling of overwhelm and 
negativity. 

In his 2009 Reader’s Digest 
article, “How to Be Thankful and 
Improve Your Life”, David 
Hochman discovers that “life gets 
better when you adopt and 

attitude of gratitude.”  In other 
words, look at life from the “half 
full” point of view instead of the 
“half empty” one.  

Take time to appreciate yourself 
and the positive aspects of your 
profession.  You are doing the 
most important work of all – 
educating the next generation.  
There is no other profession that 
so directly shapes the world of 
tomorrow.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attitude of Gratitude  
 

The mission of the Grants, 
Core Curriculum, and 

Assessment Department 
is to: 

Teach & Lead for Excellence 

 

“I’m thankful that I work with a great team of people.” 

-Rick Owens 

“I am thankful for teachers who are innovating and 
always looking for new ways to increase student 

conceptual achievement.” 

-Megan Veldhuizen 

“I am thankful for our community support and helping 
students.” 

-Lance Gibbs 

“I am thankful for the opportunities LPS provides to its 
students, staff, and community.” 

-Lynn Cordes 

“I am thankful for all of the help I’ve received.” 

-Fred Roloff 

“I am thankful for the dedicated coaches in our district 
who influence, mentor, and lead our students on and 

off the field.” 

-Gary Dees 

“As the district Federal Programs Director, I am 
thankful for an excellent, knowledgeable, and 

motivated Federal Programs’ team. This fantastic team 
is always working diligently to improve the 

supplemental educational experiences for all LPS 
students.” 

-Teresa Donahue 

 

 

“An attitude of 

gratitude 

creates 

blessings.” 

-Sir John 

Templeton 
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OSDE CURRICULUM FRAMEWORKS 

Need an example of what the new academic standards look like in real-life 

classroom instruction? 

We are excited to share the Oklahoma Curriculum Frameworks for 
Mathematics, English Language Arts and Science. 

The OSDE curriculum frameworks are sets of curricular resources developed 

by Oklahoma teachers to help educators translate the Oklahoma Academic 

Standards into classroom practice. They illustrate what is expected of 

students at each grade level by examining the intent of each standard and 

providing instructional options to support student learning. 

These tools may be helpful to you as you evaluate, select and implement 

instruction, curriculum and classroom assessments aligned to standards.  

To access the Oklahoma Curriculum Frameworks click here. 

*Please note the LPS Math Pacing and OSDE Math Framework are not 

aligned.  Use the OSDE Math Resources but please continue to follow the 

LPS Pacing. 
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Listed below are several instructional resources to 

enhance learning in your classroom. 

QR Codes 

 As mobile learning and technology is more readily 

integrated within classroom settings, QR codes can be 

used as an interesting method to capture a student's 

attention and make lesson material more interactive.  

Slideshare is the world's largest community for 

sharing presentations. Besides presentations, 

SlideShare also supports documents, PDFs, videos 

and webinars. 

Aurasma enables teachers to bring curriculum to life, 

turning almost any environment into a classroom or 

object into a lesson.  It can be used for interactive 

word walls, labeling of diagrams, interactive journal, 

classroom rules, and parent involvement.  Aurasma is 

a free app.   

  

 
Formative Assessment 

Quick Reference Guide 

Formative Assessment is 
conducted during the source of 

instruction for the purposes of fine-
tuning to move students forward in 
their learning.  It is assessment for 

learning. 

Formative assessment is crucial 
because all learners benefit from 

timely and focused feedback from 
others who are further along in the 
learning process.  It also promotes 

self-reflection, self-explanation, 
and social learning.  It can make 

learning more relevant. 

  
 

 

 

 

INSTRUCTIONAL 

RESOURCES 

http://sde.ok.gov/sde/oklahoma-curriculum-frameworks
http://www.zdnet.com/blog/igeneration/50-qr-code-resources-for-the-classroom/16093
http://www.slideshare.net/
https://aurasma.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/206292695-Are-you-a-teacher-Guidance-for-teachers-and-other-educators-getting-started-with-Aurasma
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_UMY4jPx2p5Bs-vq-XF6qsmZ8f4g5k7YyjNHnPDhkMo/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_UMY4jPx2p5Bs-vq-XF6qsmZ8f4g5k7YyjNHnPDhkMo/edit

