
Dear Governor Brown, 
We appreciate and understand the challenges you have faced as our Governor during this 
challenging time in Oregon. We have seen improvements in response to COVID-19 and the 
executive decisions you have made that have slowed the virus's spread. In our role as school 
superintendents, we have worked diligently to meet the ever-changing requirements put to us. 
A one-size-fits-all approach to shutting down the state was logical and appropriate in March when 
the onset of this pandemic was new and unknown. Over time, we have learned, adapted, 
adjusted, and improved. As we continue to see research showing no consistent link between 
school reopening and increased community spread of COVID-19, requiring distance learning no 
longer makes sense. The eighty-nine-page guidance document districts have adapted to their 
local setting to effectively mitigate the disease is working for those districts lucky enough to 
provide in-person instruction. Many of these districts have experienced positive cases among 
students or staff. To date, following the protocols has prevented the spread within the school 
setting. 

We are fully aware that communities in our region have outrageously high numbers of cases. 
However, we contend that having students at school required to follow safety protocols is safer 
for all. We know that students are more likely to "hang" with friends without following safety 
measures when they are in comprehensive distance learning. A review of data available with 
the addition of the "outbreak reports" appears the spread may be significantly higher for those 
districts in CDL. Yet, in Malheur County, where case rates are the highest in the state, there is 
almost zero spread within the school community. Baker School District has had eight hundred 
students in person since October 14 and to date has not had a spread at school. 

 At your March 12 news conference, you stated, "I want to be very clear: sending Oregon 
children home will not stop the spread of the coronavirus." When we consider the detrimental 
impact of not having students in school – increases in mental health issues, self-harm, and loss 
of high school credit - we question the validity of keeping students at home.  

As recently as November 19, Robert Redfield, CDC Director said in a press conference at the 
White House that the CDC did not recommend closing schools in the spring, nor does it 
recommend closing them now. Redfield stated that research showed COVID-19 was not 
typically acquired in schools, but at students’ homes. 

 As the instructional leaders of our districts, we are concerned about the present and future 
academic damage due to comprehensive distance learning.  We know that a large percentage 
of our high school students are failing at least one course. We also know that when freshmen 
fail courses and are not on track to graduate, they are much more likely to drop out of school, 
increasing their chance of being a drain on society. We know that the fundamental skills taught 
in our primary grades are vital for student future success. It is nearly impossible to teach a child 
to read through comprehensive distance learning. 

Lastly, and most importantly, we worry about our most marginalized students. We are seeing 
those families navigating poverty struggle to make learning at home work. In many of our 
households, both parents must work to put food on the table. The majority of our small, rural 
communities do not have daycare facilities, which leads to students being left at home alone. 
We have watched our teachers, professional educators, struggle with helping their children with 
their schoolwork while balancing the demands of a full-time job. Helping children is even more 
difficult for those parents who have expertise in an area other than education. Oregon's 
progress in addressing equity issues and closing the achievement gap is being wiped out by 
comprehensive distance learning. It will take years to return to previous levels. 

https://www.nbcnews.com/now/video/cdc-director-redfield-says-it-does-not-recommend-closing-schools-covid-acquired-in-the-household-96256581558


Most respectfully, we ask that you allow us to serve our students in the most effective 
environment, our buildings.  
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