STUDENTS 
Policy 2611
Discipline
Limitations on Wireless Devices
The Board of Education of the Pettis County R-V School District desires to promote an environment that is conducive to instruction and learning. The Board recognizes that the use of wireless devices by students to communicate with others inhibits the creation of such an environment and is disruptive to the learning process. Additionally, the possession and use of camera phones impedes the preservation of individuals’ privacy and is especially disruptive to a proper learning environment. The Board of Education adopts this policy with the intention to regulate the possession or use of wireless devices on campus and during off-campus school instructional activities.

I.
Prohibited Use of Wireless Devices
A.
Terms of Prohibition
Students shall not send or receive communications to or from wireless devices during the instructional school day or while participating in an off-campus school-sponsored instructional activity.  With teacher approval wireless devices may be used for an instructional activity.
B.
Definitions
Under this policy, the term “wireless devices” includes cellular phones (whether analog or digital), camera phones, beepers, pagers, text messaging devices, and portable computers such as laptops, notebooks, and PDA’s that are used as telecommunication devices or to transmit text messages, as well as any other wireless electronic communication devices.

Students must further ensure that their wireless devices are turned-off completely and stowed away during school hours and/or instructional events. The failure to turn off wireless devices can disrupt the school environment and, thus, will be considered a violation of this policy.

C.
Consequences for Violation
Violation of this policy will result in in-school suspension, Saturday detention, or 1-5 days out-of-school suspension (OSS) for the first offense and 1-5 days OSS for subsequent offenses. In addition, school officials will confiscate the wireless device of the student who violates this policy. The wireless device shall be returned to the student’s parent or legal guardian or, if the student is age 18, to the student at the end of the school day.

II.
Additional Prohibition on Camera Phones
The Board of Education desires to protect students’ personal privacy while on school property and at school events. Thus, students are prohibited from using camera phones, as well as any other type of wireless device, to take photographs or to record photographic images, whether in digital or other form, at any time while on school property or at school activities whether on or off-campus. Any exception to this prohibition requires the advance permission of the school principal. This prohibition shall be strictly construed in favor of protecting the privacy of all individuals.

The term “camera phone” shall refer to any wireless device (as defined above) that is used to take or record a photograph or photographic image.

Students who (1) use a camera phone to record photographs or photographic images in violation of this prohibition, (2) knowingly transmit such photographs or images, and/or (3) distribute to others such photographs or images, shall be subject to an out-of-school suspension of up to 180 school days and/or permanent expulsion for the first offense. In addition, the actions of such students may be reported to law enforcement. The device may also be confiscated as described above.
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