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Educational Philosophy 

 

A system of free and universal elementary and secondary education is a unique and 

distinguishing characteristic of the American democratic society.  It is generally considered the 

greatest safeguard of freedom and the best guarantee for the social and economic well-being of 

the American people. 

 
The school is essentially a supplementary agency which receives its force and direction from the 

culture of which it is a part.  It supplements the home, the church, the community, and other 

forces in its attempt to develop proper skills, attitudes, appreciations, and understandings on the 

part of youth. Constant or frequent adaptation of the educational program is required as these 

institutions and the social and economic patterns change which thereby thrust new obligations 

upon the school. 

 
In the “Handbook for Classification and Accreditation of Public School Districts in Missouri” 

released in 1973, we find the following statements: “It is the belief of the State Board of 

Education that one of the fundamental rights of each individual is the right to equal access to 

educational opportunity - regardless of race, creed, or socio-economic status. Each person 

receiving the benefits of Missouri educational services should have the opportunity to develop 

intellectually, physically, socially, and vocationally - commensurate with his/her developmental 

ability.” 

 
These opportunities should not accrue to a limited segment of our society. They should allow 

each individual to profit from appropriate education experiences. The product of such a system 

must be an individual who is adequately prepared to enter the next sequential phase of life - one 

who can readily adapt in a dynamic and rapidly changing society. 

 
Goal statements may be related only to formalized school experiences or they may be related 

only to individual attainment. Regardless of language, there is responsibility placed on both. 

Appropriate outcomes necessitate that citizens, educators, and students make wise and prudent 

use of available resources. 

 
Giving much thought and consideration to the ideas previously stated, we (the students, patrons, 

teachers, administrators, and members of the Board of Education) feel the strong need to develop 

and implement an educational program in connection with other educational agencies serving 

this area and to provide for an adequate program to meet the needs of the rural population found 

in our school district. 

 
School District Philosophy 

In carrying out its responsibilities, the Board of Education is guided by the desire to use the 
resources of its community, its staff and its students to provide the highest quality education 
permitted by its financial resources.  In reaching decisions the Board will attempt in every case to 
act in the best interests of its students. 
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