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School Accountability Reports

• Under Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) federal law, state education departments 

such as the North Dakota Department of Public Instruction (NDDPI) are required 

to annually create an accountability report for every public school in the state. 

• The school accountability reports outline how schools are performing on the 

accountability elements North Dakota selected within its ESSA plan.

• The subsequent slide outlines the accountability elements at both the elementary 

and high school grade spans in North Dakota.



Elementary/High School Accountability System



Interactive School Dashboard

1. An interactive dashboard has been created as the home for state agency and 

community data.

2. The dashboard can be accessed at: Insights.nd.gov. 

3. To access, visit Insights, select “Find My School”, and search alphabetically for our 

school.

4. The dashboard allows schools and districts to showcase and highlight strengths in 

their buildings while providing transparency to the public.

https://insights.nd.gov/


COVID-19 Ramifications

• The COVID-19 pandemic moved North Dakota schools to distance learning in March 

2020.

• The national pandemic caused numerous disruptions in K-12 education.

• School districts were unable to give the North Dakota State Assessment in the 2019-

2020 school year.



Assessment/Accountability Waiver

In March 2020, the United States Department of Education made available nationwide 

the opportunity for states to apply for an assessment/accountability waiver.

• North Dakota received approval on this waiver on March 22, 2020, thereby waiving 

the following for the 2019-2020 school year:

✓ Requirement to administer a state assessment

✓ Requirement to create school accountability reports

✓ Requirement to submit assessment/accountability-related reports

✓ Choice Ready determinations

• As part of the waiver, all schools currently in improvement status, referred to as 

TSI/CSI schools, remained in the same status in the 2020-2021 school year.



ACT/WorkKeys

• The ACT and ACT WorkKeys exams were adversely affected as well.

• The Governor issued Executive Order 2020-4.2 to provide North Dakota students 

with alternative opportunities.



Moving Forward for School Year 2020-2021

The national pandemic has created much uncertainty and things tend to change 

constantly. However, currently, we anticipate:

• Student Engagement Survey administration date will move to spring 2021.

• Interim testing will resume.

• ND State Assessment for students grades 3-8 & 10 will be administered in spring 

2021.

• ACT Exam for all 11th graders will be administered.

• Accountability reports will be generated for the 2020-2021 year in August 2021.



Recent Public Data Release on Insights Dashboard

Although the NDDPI will not be releasing school accountability reports for the 2019-

2020 academic year since the assessment and accountability requirements were waived 

due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the NDDPI has recently released data on the Insights 

dashboard, effective November 20, 2020.



Upcoming Public Data Release on Insights Dashboard

Data from the 2019-2020 school year is available in the following areas:

• English Learner Progress

• On-Time Gradation Rate

• Completer Rate

• Student Engagement Survey Results

The subsequent slides outline the data released in these four areas.

Please note that since State Assessments were not administered, assessment results from 

2018-2019 are being displayed as 2019-2020 data.  Also, since NDDPI did not collect 

Choice Ready data in 2019-2020, the data for 2018-2019 is being displayed as 2019-2020 

data. Messaging has been added in the explanation sections when data for 2018-2019 has 

been copied.



English Language Proficiency (ELP) Growth

• Measurement of English Language Proficiency (ELP) growth for active ELs who took 

the annual WIDA ACCESS for ELLs® assessment is also an element measured for 

accountability.

• Schools who don’t have 10 students identified as English Learners will have this data 

suppressed and the points will be equally re-distributed to the other elements.

• Our school results for 2019-2020: Have less than 10 English Learners; no data available.



On-Time Graduation Rate

• On-Time Graduation Rate refers to the percentage of students who graduated 

from high school within 4 years of entering the 9th grade. 

• Students within the initial cohort who graduate, drop out, or continue beyond the 

fourth year of high school after entering the 9th grade are accounted for within 

the calculation, while students recorded as transferring to another school or 

district are removed from the calculation and do not count against a school or 

district.

• Our school on-time graduation rate results for 2019-2020: 100%



Completer Rate

Students take multiple pathways to success, including attainment of a GED. North 

Dakota’s ESSA plan includes the success of these students with the Completer Rate.  

This measure recognizes all students graduating with a high school diploma in a given 

school year (traditional grad rate) and those completing GED requirements prior to 

22nd birthday.

The GED completer statistic is awarded to the student’s last enrolled high school, that 

had an exit code of dropout, in North Dakota. 

Our school Completer Rate was; 100%.



School Quality Indicator – Student Engagement Survey

• ESSA law requires states to use at least one additional “indicator of school quality” 

that is non-academic, which in North Dakota is student engagement.

• The student engagement element will account for 30% of the elementary and 20% 

of the high school accountability score.

• North Dakota public schools measured student engagement using a survey within 

the Cognia (formerly AdvancED) platform given in January 2020.

• Our district results: 50% Committed (52% state average)

32% Compliant (31% state average)

16% Disengaged (15% state average)



School Support

• North Dakota built its ESSA plan around a Continuous Improvement model.

• Within North Dakota’s System of Support:

✓ General Support

✓ Targeted Support

✓ Comprehensive Support

• Our school is in the general support category of support.

• Our school will receive the following support during the 2020-2021 school year:  Not 

applicable.



School Strategy Maps

• All North Dakota public schools 

submit a school improvement plan 

within the Cognia platform.

• Our strategy map, outlines our key 

school improvement initiatives, and 

is available on the Insights 

Dashboard.



School Notifications

• Under ESSA, all public-school districts receiving federal funding are required to notify 

the parents of each enrolled child in the school regarding the performance measures 

outlined in the state’s accountability system. 

• The NDDPI released data on the Insights dashboard for the 2019-2020 school year; 

therefore, our district is sharing this information with our stakeholders.

• Federal law also requires each district to provide a link to the Dashboard on the 

website of the district. 



Questions can be directed to:

701-874-2322

Cory.Steiner@northerncassschool.com

mailto:Cory.Steiner@northerncassschool.com

