
High School Year by Year

12th Grade 

Fall / Winter

u		Revisit the colleges you’re seriously considering.

u		Retake the ACT and/or SAT, if necessary.

u		Complete college applications. Be aware of 

deadlines.

u		Meet with your school counselor to discuss your 

college choices, possible majors, and financial      

aid. Also find out what your GPA is.

u		If you are applying for financial aid, be sure 

to complete a FAFSA. This is very important!               

For information and instructions on how to 

complete a FAFSA, visit fafsa.ed.gov.  

Spring

u		Consider your college options and compare          

financial aid packages.

u		Decide where you want to go to college and

  complete the required forms. Notify the other 

colleges you applied to of your decision. If you plan 

to live on campus, send in your housing deposit.  

u		Tell your counselor where to send your final  

transcript.

College Recommended Courses

Plan & Prepare for College

TIMELINE
College

The most important thing you can do to prepare  

for college is to follow a college preparatory 

program in high school. 

Four-year colleges generally recommend that students 

take the following college prep courses in high school: 

4 years of English

3 - 4 years of math (including Algebra I, Geometry,       

     and Algebra II)

3 years of science 

2 - 3 years of the same foreign language

3 years of social studies

1 year of fine or performing arts

Competitive schools and programs consider the 

above to be the minimum requirements. They 

recommend that students challenge themselves by 

taking advanced, honors, AP (Advanced Placement), 

and IB (International Baccalaureate) courses whenever 

possible.

As you plan and prepare for college, learn as much 

as you can about your college options, admissions, 

tests, and financial aid. These websites have excellent 

information for both students and parents.

collegeboard.org act.org

educationplanner.org studentaid.ed.gov

finaid.org collegesavings.org
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“Our best chance for happiness is education.”  

                                                              Mark Van Doren
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10th Grade
u	Consider taking a college practice test. Your counselor

 will let you know which test (PSAT 10, PreACT, or        

PSAT/NMSQT) is offered at your school.

u	Make informal visits to colleges to get a feel for what 

different college campuses are like.

u	Start thinking about what you are looking for in a  

 college with regards to size, location, cost, majors,       

and special interests.

TIMELINE
Going to college gives you the 

opportunity to study new subjects, 

make new friends, and become more 

independent. Most importantly, 

college gives you the opportunity to 

become the person you want to be.

Make going to college your goal!

Doing the following in high school will help 

put you on the path to college.

u Take the recommended college prep     

courses and get the best grades you can.

u Pursue your personal interests and            

develop your skills and talents. 

u Get involved in school and community          

activities. 

u Gather information about your college     

choices and options.

To get into college, there are specific things you 

need to do each year. Doing the following will 

help keep you organized and on track.

9th Grade
u	Get high school off to a good start by working hard 

in all your classes. Remember, all of your freshman 

grades will become part of your permanent record. 

Your freshman grades will also be used to calculate 

your high school grade point average (GPA).

u	Develop a four-year high school plan. This plan  

should list all of the courses you intend to take each 

year. Make sure your four-year plan includes the     

recommended college prep courses. 

u	Talk to your parents and your high school counselor 

about your plans to attend college.

11th Grade
u	Research and evaluate your college options.

u  Visit college websites. 

u  Attend college fairs.

u  Meet with college representatives. 

u  Search online for colleges that meet your needs.

u  Talk to your parents about college costs.

u	Take the PSAT/NMSQT in October. 

u	Think of your interests and abilities in terms of      

possible college majors.

u	Take the ACT and/or SAT in the spring.

u	Meet with your counsel-

or to discuss your college 

options and your senior 

schedule. Make sure your 

senior courses meet your 

high school’s graduation 

requirements—and that 

you are taking all of the 

courses recommended   

for college.

u	Make college visits in the 

spring.  

u	Look into scholarship       

opportunities.  

u	If you’re thinking about 

playing a sport in         

college, register with      

the NCAA at eligibilitycenter.org.

u	Narrow your list of college choices so that you’ll      

be ready to fill out applications in the fall.

College


