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Education Committee Minutes 
Tuesday, November 4, 2020, 6:30 PM 

Virtual/In person Meeting  
 

Members Present:  Ken Sands, Mark Guzzi, Robin McNeil, Ryan Parker, Chad Stratton, 
Leland Youngberg, Jenny Watson,  Kathy Neill 
 
Members Excused:    
Members Absent:        
 
Others Present:  Lori Merrow, Ken Kealiher, Mike Hammer, Ellen Surprenant,  Angela 
Brown,  Mary Nadeau, Laura Donahue 
 
 

I. Public Comment - None 
 
 

II. Tri County Vocational Center Update - Brian Leavitt joined the Committee 
virtually for an update. He touched upon enrollment, the new program, future 
programs proposed (Fire Science and Computer Science), preparation for going 
remote and present programming under Covid-19. 

 
III. Update on Fall Assessments - Lori Merrow presented information regarding the 

assessment(s) that the District is performing with the students this fall. The 
assessments involve both remote and in person learners. She presented district 
wide tables showing NWEA data for 1st through 8th grade and Fountas and Pinnell 
benchmark assessment data. The Fountas and Pinnell Data showed a comparison 
from fall 2019 to fall 2020. The assessment data is one piece of information that 
teachers use to see where a student is at this point in time and the NWEA data 
helps with decision making on where the students are projected to grow. (we hope 
to be using the NWEA as both our formative assessment tool and our statewide 
summative assessment) The scores do show regression as a result of time lost to 
the pandemic. We are still teaching in a crisis and have been focusing early in the 
year on the social and emotional well being of our students while reestablishing 
routines. Teachers will use all data to identify specific areas where teachers need 
to focus their instruction. We appear to be slightly ahead of other districts in our 
assessment. We’ll continue to review and react accordingly to the information that 
we have. 
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IV. Update on Curriculum - Lori also gave an update on what professional 
development has taken place in support of the data gathered from assessment 
and also areas teachers identified as important to them. Teachers are meeting 
monthly with their peers to identify core instructional standards and indicators that 
they feel are the most important for students to access. The teachers are also 
realigning modules of instruction to focus on the ones that give them the most 
“bang for the buck” and leaving others for later. This realignment has us focussing 
on the units that contain the fundamental elements we want students to learn and 
that are reinforced at other grade levels. The Curriculum Steering Committee 
continues to meet monthly to continue the curriculum development work with the 
focus on supporting teachers with the essential standards and indicators. 
 
 

V. Future Agenda Items - None  
 
 

VI. The meeting was adjourned. 
 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Mike Hammer, Superintendent 


