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Superintendent Rob Stewart
I hope that everyone had an enjoyable Thanksgiving holiday and break.
This year students obviously had the entire week off of school. I believe the
timing of this extended break was spot on. In addition to students having
the week off, it gave our staff a few days to catch our breath and to spend
more time collaborating and planning for these inconsistent times.
It is crazy to think that December is here. The month of December will certainly fly by as well, with only three full weeks of school and quarter two midterm on December 11th. I think having the full two weeks off at the end of the
month will again be very beneficial for all of our students and staff. I hope
that everyone is able to find some time to spend with family during our upcoming holiday seasons. Furthermore, hopefully you can sneak in a little
rest and relaxation, all while enjoying some delicious meals and treats.
I am not going to spend much time discussing COVID-19 in this newsletter insert. The primary reason is
that by the time this newsletter is published and into your hands, where we are at in relation to COVID-19
will certainly have changed. What I can tell you during these crazy and inconsistent times is that your district is committed to doing whatever we can to keep some consistency to your child’s education. We certainly are committed to offering in-person learning, along with flexible virtual learning options for all of our
families. We are also committed to keeping you informed every step of the way. We will continue to provide updated communications as things change within our school building. Finally, we are committed to
proactively planning to the best of our ability for the unknown future that lies ahead of all us. We are here
for you, and your support throughout this entire pandemic has been absolutely amazing. Together, we will
continue to persevere and succeed!
Although one would think a pandemic would be enough to navigate, I am thinking that Mother Nature will
probably throw some weather related curveballs our way too. As always, I can assure you that we carefully
examine every decision when it comes to starting school late, releasing early or canceling altogether. These
are never fun decisions to make, but we will always proceed with caution to do our best in making sure that
our students and staff are safe. I will also always try and make these calls as early as possible to give our
families as much time as possible to adjust plans. Please remember that if we have an emergency early
release, we will open our after school Rivermen Clubhouse immediately to provide that as an additional
option for our families. Finally, our current plan is to treat our first snow day cancellation as we always have
where students would have the day off. Moving forward from that point, we would evaluate our overall
situation and potentially utilize virtual learning days that are already in place. Please know that we will
certainly keep you well informed as we work through this entire process.
As always, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach out to me. Thanks and make it a great
day.
~ GO EAGLES ~
Rob Stewart
Superintendent of Alma Schools
608-685-4416
stewartr@alma.k12.wi.us

S1618 State Road 35*Alma*WI*54610
Phone (608) 685-4416 * Fax (608)685-4446

School Board Meeting Minutes
ALMA BOARD OF EDUCATION
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
October 26, 2020
Board President, Dennis Hetrick, called the regular meeting of the Alma Board
of Education to order at 7:12 p.m. on Monday, October 26, 2020, in the school
library.
No public comment was made.
Minutes from the September 21, 2020 regular meeting, and October 7, 2020
special meeting were presented and approved by consensus of the board.
Vouchers in the amount of $277,186.90 for district and $3,963.94 for activity
were presented and approved by consensus of the board.
Ms. Bremer gave the Elementary Principal Report. Ms. Bremer stated that midterm had passed and she and the teachers are reviewing the progress monitoring
scores from STAR and PALS to make sure students are getting the help they
need or giving challenging activities to those that need that as well. Ms. Bremer
has 6 teachers in their Educator Effectiveness summary year. Mini-observations
will start next week. At least 50% of elementary parents have scheduled their
virtual conferences. Ms. Bremer is also continuing to provide Right Start activities for those children ages 0-4 in our district by sending out a mailing each
month with a free book, projects, and some parent information. Mr. Reed gave
the MS/HS Principal Report. Homecoming week was last week and everything
went well. Mr. Reed commented that we have great kids. Ms. Bremer also
added that the end of the first quarter is next week.

riculars or not.
Donations in memory of Charlene Brovold in total of $1,085 were recognized.
The request of these donations was to go toward the reading program.
The Policy Committee has not met since the last board meeting. No new meeting
date has been set at this time.
The Buildings/Grounds and Transportation Committee has not met since the last
board meeting. No new meeting date has been set at this time.
The Community Relations Committee has not met since the last board meeting.
No new meeting date has been set at this time.
The Personnel Committee has not met since the last board meeting. No new
meeting date has been set at this time.
A motion was made by Todd Myren and seconded by Corey Hanson to adjourn
the meeting. The motion carried unanimously. The meeting adjourned at 7:56
p.m.

______approved 11/16/2020_______
Sarah Danzinger, Secretary

Mr. Stewart presented the budget. A motion was made by Corey Hanson and
seconded by Todd Myren to approve the 2020-21 budget as presented. The
motion carried unanimously.
Mr. Stewart presented the Levy Certification as follows: Fund 10-$1,765,309;
Fund 41-$125,000; Fund 39-$304,358; Fund 80-$3,000 for a total levy of
$2,197,667. A motion was made by Todd Myren and seconded by Sarah Danzinger to approve the levy as presented. The motion carried unanimously.
Mr. Stewart presented the seclusion and restraint data report. There were no
cases of seclusion or restraint. A motion was made by Todd Myren and seconded by Corey Hanson to approve the seclusion and restraint report. The motion
carried unanimously.
Mr. Stewart presented the dual enrollments for the spring semester. There are 20
students enrolled in classes between CVTC and MN State College Southeast
Tech in Winona in 8 different classes. A motion was made by Corey Hanson
and seconded by Todd Myren to approve the dual enrollment for the spring semester. The motion carried unanimously.
The next regular meeting will be held on Monday, November 16, 2020 at 7:00
p.m.
The Wisconsin School Board Convention will be held virtually on January 2022, 2021. The board should let Mr. Stewart know if they would like to be registered.
Mr. Stewart updated the board on COVID-19. The county has gone to severe
status. Alma Schools has not had any positive cases and has continued in person
learning. One area Mr. Stewart wanted to get the boards consent on was on
approval for extracurriculars in relation to remote learning if we need to move to
that because of lack of staffing due to quarantining, or positive staff tests not
linked to the school district. Many schools have allowed extracurriculars to
continue when the pause to in person learning isn’t related to a student outbreak
or spread within the district. The board consensus was that extra curricular activities could continue if the outbreak was not related to student outbreak or spread,
but parents would still have the choice to have their children attend the extracur-
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Notice of School Board Election

NOTICE OF SCHOOL BOARD ELECTION
SCHOOL DISTRICT OF ALMA
ON APRIL 6, 2021
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that an election is to be held in the School District of Alma on Tuesday, April 6,
2021, the following offices are to be elected to succeed the present incumbent(s) listed. The term of office
for the school board member is three years beginning on Monday, April 27, 2021.
OFFICE

INCUMBENT

School Board Member

Douglas Kane

School Board Member

Todd Myren

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN, that a Campaign Registration Statement and a Declaration of Candidacy, must
be filed no later than 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, January 5, 2021, in the office of the school district clerk.
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN, that if a primary is necessary, the primary will be held on Tuesday, February 16,
2021.
A description of the school district boundaries can be obtained from the school district office.
Acceptable Photo ID will be required to vote at this election. If you do not have a photo ID you may obtain
a free ID for voting from the Division of Motor Vehicles.
Given under my hand in the City of Alma
On November 16, 2020
/s/Sarah Danzinger
School District Clerk
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Elementary News

Robotics News!

Ashley Furniture Industries, Inc. and VEX Robotics envision a world where every student has
the opportunity to be inspired by the excitement of hands-on STEM learning. By familiarizing
students with programming, sensors, and automation, they hone critical computational thinking skills needed to succeed in both the 21st century’s workforce and in everyday life. Ashley
Furniture believes VEX Robotics is an excellent platform to achieve the skills and has been
proud to offer financial support to local schools to improve STEM learning opportunities. With
this commitment, Ashley Furniture accepted grant applications until October 16, 2020, from
local school districts who were seeking support for incorporating robotics into K-12 classroom
curriculum and/ or seeking support for their extra-curricular competition robotics program.
Alma Area School is EXTREMELY grateful for the support that Ashley Furniture has given and
continues to give to area schools wishing to develop STEM learning and robotics programs.
Alma is pleased to announce that with the $5000.00 awarded grant the Alma Area School district will now be incorporating robotics into the 5-8th grade curriculum and also continuing the
VEX after school program. Our middle school has run an after school program for the past
three years from September through January. The design process and team collaboration,
which simultaneously develops many soft skills, coupled with enthusiasm about coding and
gameplay in the VEX IQ Challenge makes this learning invaluable for all students.
Because of this grant offering, Betty Glander and Sherry Brevick are designing a 5th-6th grade
unit to mimic the after school VEX robotics program. While, Josh Reed, trained in Project Lead
the Way, intends to incorporate VEX into the junior high curriculum. Twelve new robot kits,
two playing field extensions and two game kits for the VEX IQ Challenge for the 2020 season
called ‘Rise Above’ have been purchased as outlined in the grant.
The purchase of the 12 VEX additional VEX kits will allow Alma Middle School teachers to integrate technology into the curriculum in grades 5-8 equitably and allow for every learner to have
the opportunity to learn the engineering design process and to learn the basics of coding.
Thank you, Ron Wanek, and Ashley Industries!

Mystery Readers
The Kindergarten students would love to give a big thanks to our three special mystery readers:
Mr. Reed, Mr. Stewart, and Mrs. DR. The day we have a mystery reader, Ms. Ruff gives the students 3 clues to figure out who the mystery reader is. Then our mystery reader comes to our
classroom to read us a story. We love when mystery readers come visit our classroom!
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Elementary News
Right Start
For children 0-4 years of age
Due to COVID-19, we are unable to meet in person, at school
right now for the Right Start program. However, I still want to
extend an invitation for Moms, Dads, Grandparents, and children 0-4 years of age to register for Right Start fun through
monthly theme packets that can be picked up or mailed to
you from school.

The purpose of Right Start is to provide activities that enhance early childhood brain development through play, crafts, games, music, and reading. Each
month, activities will be planned around a specific theme. Families who register for the packet will
receive a “My Big World” Scholastic magazine, a free book, and activities to do with your child at
home.
If COVID-19 ever starts to diminish, we would try and meet at school once again. For now, activities
will be offered off-site for our Right Start families to complete in the comfort of their own home.
The following themes are planned for this school year. Please let me know if you would like to register your child for this experience.
2020-2021 RIGHT START THEMES

MONTH/PACKET READY DATE

THEME

December- Packet ready by Dec. 15th

Holiday Helpers and Hibernation

January- Packet ready by Jan. 15th

Snow, Ice, and Polar Animals

February- Packet ready by Feb. 16th

Ways to Say “ I Love You” and Smile

March- Packet ready by March 16th

Changing Weather and Baby Animals

April- Packet ready by April 19th

Plants, Caterpillars and Butterflies

May- Plans to be determined

Summer Safety and Fish

To register your family for this offering please contact Jane Bremer-Elementary
Principal at bremerj@alma.k12.wi.us or call me at 608-685-4417/306. I am looking
forward to working with all of you and meeting our newest and youngest children
of our school family.
THANK You!
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Mary Glover: Making masks



Nancy Quarberg: Making masks



Val Runions: Donating masks
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DECEMBER 2020
MENU
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

1.Breakfast: Grab and
go cereal

2. Breakfast: Donut
holes, juice, apple

3. Yogurt, juice, banana

4. Breakfast: Cinnamon
Roll, juice, pear

Lunch: Pizza hot dish,
green beans, peaches

Lunch: Nacho supreme,
corn, pears

7. Breakfast: Muffins,
banana, juice

8. Breakfast: Grab and
go cereal

9. Breakfast: Yogurt par- 10. Breakfast: Oat chip
fait, berries
bar, apple, juice

Lunch: Spaghetti w/
sauce, garlic toast, carrots, mandarin oranges

Lunch: Tacos w/fixings,
corn, peaches

Lunch: Chicken and
dressing supreme, broccoli, pears

Lunch: Pulled pork sand- Lunch: Chili with sweet
wich, coleslaw, peas,
rolls, orange slices
pineapple

14. Breakfast: Muffins,
banana, juice

15. Breakfast: Mini donuts, apple, juice

16. Breakfast: Breakfast
sandwich, grapes

17. Breakfast: Cinnamon 18. Breakfast: Grab and
roll, banana, juice
go cereal

Lunch: Crispy chicken
sandwich, carrots, applesauce

Lunch: Potato and ham
chowder, side salad,
mandarin oranges

Lunch: Hamburger gravy Lunch: Pizza, peas, pears Lunch: Turkey, stuffing,
over mashed potatoes,
mashed potatoes, corn,
green beans, strawberpie
ries

21. NO SCHOOL

22. NO SCHOOL

23. NO SCHOOL

24. NO SCHOOL

25. NO SCHOOL

Holiday Break

Holiday Break

Holiday Break

Holiday Break

Holiday Break

28. NO SCHOOL

29. NO SCHOOL

30. NO SCHOOL

31. NO SCHOOL

Jan. 1, 2021 NO SCHOOL

Holiday Break

Holiday Break

Holiday Break

Holiday Break

Holiday Break

Lunch: El: Meatballs,
noodles, peas HS: Sweet Lunch: Cheeseburger,
Thai Chili Chicken bowl, tater tots, baked beans,
strawberries
applesauce

11. Breakfast: Grab and
go cereal

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

***Offered Daily-Breakfast: Choice of Cereal, WG Toast, Fresh Fruit/ Juice***
*** Daily-Lunch: Single Serve Salad ***
***Offered Daily-Milk: FF White, 1% White, FF Chocolate***
"This institution is an equal opportunity provider."
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