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Matt 2:1-3 “After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from 

the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? 

We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him.” 
3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him.” 

The Magi, most likely protegees from Daniel, traveled close to 1,000 miles searching for Jesus.  

King Herod is so upset he gathers the local priests and teachers to confirm what the Magi told 

him. They confirm saying that Jesus was to be born in Bethlehem. Herod so threatened by this 

new born baby seeks to kill him and later on orders a mass slaughtering of all male babies two 

years or younger – absolute evil.  Note: those who reject Jesus are left to their own sinful logic, 

insecurities and desires that will ultimately lead them into abject evilness. 

 

Church Planting  

This week, a large amount of time will be dedicated to class preparation.  The class will be on 

church planting and will be taught at Puebla Bible Seminary.  Since I have already taught this 

class multiple times, I will be refreshing as well as adding some new material. I will be using 

material created by Glenn Smith, the Director of our mission organization (New Church 

Initiatives).  Glenn, developed the program called Essentials.  It is developed around these 

foundation concepts:  Essential #1:  Confirm Your Calling Essential #2:  Know What You Are 

Starting Essential #3:  Build a Strong Prayer Base  Essential #4:  Focus Your Evangelism  

Essential #5:  Develop & Implement a Realistic Plan. 

 

Lewistown, PA 

This Sunday, I will be preaching at a Mennonite Church in central PA.  I look forward to this 

occasion and am praying that COVID will not interrupt this opportunity.  The Pastor reached out 

to us to let us know that a few cases were reported and that it will be a day-by-day decision on 

whether or not they will hold service.  The time there has a double significance for me, since one 

of my best friends growing up, Barry Chase and his wife Lori, are planning on meeting us there. 

 

San Nicholas 

Once again, the college and career group are planning another evangelistic outreach to San 

Nicholas.  They are coordinating with Juan Gaona and we look forward to hearing about new 

souls that trust Christ.  Please pray that they have collected wisdom, dependency upon the Holy 

Spirit and unity as they strategize on how to best take the Gospel to S.N. 

 

Prayer Requests: 

1. Pray for Zachary as he is getting closer to finishing his first semester at Williamson. 

2. Pray that God will use this church planting class to spur on many to go out and fulfill the 

Great Commission through the starting up of a local church. 

3. Pray for Stephen and Cici as they continue to raise support for their future ministry in 

Puebla. 

4. Pray for the new believers in San Nicholas to grow in word and deed, to multiply in 

number and to be obedient to our Lord. 



 


