
      Superintendent’s Office 
November 25, 2020 
 
Dear students, staff, families and community,  

We have successfully completed a week and a half of hybrid learning for K-6 grade students.  
December 1 we will welcome back students in our junior high and high school Life Skills and 
Transitions classes as well as students needing extra assistance and access to the internet and 
English Language Learners.  All students who are included in this transition have been notified 
by their schools.  Our slow, phase-in approach to bringing other struggling students to our 
secondary campus will continue with the hope that our community COVID rates merit us 
bringing in all secondary students for a hybrid learning model on February 1.   

Due to the rising rates of COVID-19 cases in the county and state, I have been asked at what 
point might we decide to roll back hybrid/in person learning.  Mount Baker will follow the 
guidance of the Whatcom County Health Department.  They have indicated that threshold 
numbers are not “hard and fast”, but they will look at trends and other factors as well.   Along 
with all of the Whatcom County Superintendents, I met with Dr. Stern this morning.  He will 
be releasing revised recommendations.   Mount Baker and all other Whatcom County Public 
School Districts are following all of his soon to be released recommendations. The advice to 
have elementary students and small groups of older students in cohorts at school is based on 
research that shows schools are not causing the rise in rates.  Research from the Institute of 
Disease Modeling  proves there is not a significant difference in risk between full remote 
learning and hybrid learning as long as all counter measures are in place.  Dr. Stern cautioned 
us to not pull back in person learning for elementary students and students with high needs.  
This should be a last resort because schools offer controlled environments that markedly 
reduce the risk of infection.  The  harm in not serving these students out weighs the minimal 
risks of COVID-19 transmissions at our schools. 

I will continue to monitor the data and communicate with the Health Department and my 
colleagues in neighboring districts.  As we have learned throughout this pandemic, things can 
change quickly.  Everyone is encouraged to have contingency plans if the recommendations 
change and we are temporarily not able to support in person learning.   

I am counting on our community’s support because for so many reasons it is important that 
we keep our students in school and continue to increase the opportunity for in person 
learning.  Please follow all health and safety guidelines.  While not everyone agrees with the 
Governor’s restrictions or the importance of following health and safety guidelines, we can 
all agree that students need the connections and engagement they get at school.  Therefore, 
please do all that you can to mitigate the risk of any COVID-19 transmission occurrences that 
seem to predominately happen during large gatherings.  Keep this in mind as you celebrate 
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during the holidays.  If you are choosing to not follow the travel restrictions, respect the safety 
of our students and staff by having your student(s) self-quarantine for 14 days.  Even if they 
are participating in hybrid learning, they will not be counted as absent if they are engaging in 
learning remotely. Be sure to contact and plan with your child’s teacher and/or principal if 
this is your circumstance.   

This week we celebrate Thanksgiving and continue to honor Native American Heritage 
Month.  My gratitude goes out to our Native American citizens, especially our community 
members from the Nooksack Tribe and Lummi Nations for their care and protection of our 
shared lands and waterways. This weekend I will also give thanks for the entire Mount Baker 
Community as I could not ask for a better place to serve and live.  My best wishes to all of you 
for a wonderful holiday weekend! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mary Sewright, Superintendent 
msewright@mtbaker.wednet.edu 
360-617-4600 
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