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Welcome to the season of giving. Only 
this year it is more important what you 
don’t give... or get . 
 
This has been a very trying year as every-
one navigates the COVID-19 virus and the 
issues it creates. Safety has been the main 
identified driving force in our society for 
all school districts and most individuals. 
Safety of students and staff is always first 
in mind while assessing the best form of 
delivering a quality education. 
 
I believe USD 398’s decision to go remote 
9-12 from November 9th to the 30th, 
while folding Thanksgiving Break into 
that, was very effective in maintaining a 
safe environment  and allowing regular in
-session classes for Pre-K thru 8th grades. 
Because of this we hope we will fair well 
until Christmas Break. 
 
However well we plan, it will be chal-
lenged by  the possibility of potential con-
tacts over the break as family and rela-
tives convene for annual celebrations. If 
we fair well after Thanksgiving, we have 
the same scenario coming off the Christ-
mas Break. At a time when COVID-19 cas-
es are up, the opportunity to spread 
abounds with holiday gatherings. 

One way to  help our odds in the upcoming 
months are 1) wearing a mask while in 
public and around groups of people, 2) 
wash your hands often, and 3) maintain 
social distancing. I’m sure you have heard 
this already a lot, but it still rings true for 
preventing spread. 
 
As I visit with administrators throughout 
the state, I feel fortunate with the success 
we’ve experienced in our district. I am 
thankful for the student and parent re-
sponse to our guidelines and safety practic-
es we established and follow. It is because 
of this, not by accident, we have been able 
to maintain a safe face-to-face environment 
for our students. I am also  very proud of 
everyone’s communication. This has 
proved valuable in addressing situations 
and preventing spread. I  truly believe that 
if we can continue this as a  community and 
school district, we will be able to continue 
on the same successful course we have ex-
perienced up until now.  
 
As far as BOE news... 
With my retirement notice at the Novem-
ber board meeting, the board now embarks 
on searching for my replacement. USD 398 
has employed the Kansas Association of 
Boards to begin this search and lead in the 
process. Over the next two months the 
board, with KASB, will be involved in the 
same  process they were in 2012 . 
 
There seem to be so many issues this sea-
son to deal with. But with all that , there is 
really a lot to be thankful for. One of the 
greatest gifts we have are family. Enjoy 
your 
time 
and do 
what 
you can 
to keep 
them 
safe. 

From the Superintendent….. 

December 2020/ January 2021  



     

Final Week PBES Activities 

Monday—                                        
Wear Red for Rudolph’s nose 

Tuesday—                                  
Wear Green for Chrismas Trees 

Wednesday—                             
Wear Festive Socks that an Elf 
would wear. 

Thursday—                                       
Wear Gold and shine like ribbons 
on a present 

Friday—                                       
Wear a Christmas Shirt, Pants, or 
Sweater for Santa 

  

December 19th – January 3rd  
NO SCHOOL                           

WINTER BREAK 

 

January 4th                                        
School Resumes 

January 21st                             
PBES Spelling Bee—virtual   

January 22nd                                  
The End of 1st Semester  

January 25th                                
NO SCHOOL: Teacher In-Service 

January 27th                           
Grade Cards go home 

January 29th—                                 
~ Kansas Day - 160 years old;  
34th State in 1861       

Tis The Season for activities. 

December 1st will kick off the 
holiday season by having our an-
nual Christmas Lighting in a way  
that does not involve a building 
gathering.  As with a lot of annu-
al traditions this year  there are 
changes and things omitted, but 
the lights will come on. The stu-
dents have decorated their hall-
ways, and the building will be-
come seasonally festive. 

A special thank you to the PBES – 
staff, students, and Ann Jones for 
all of their work in making our 
building so festive. 

On December 9th Progress       
Reports will be going home. 

Currently, the PBES students are 
preparing for their annual Christ-

mas  Program . The program will 
be provided virtually as individ-
ual classes. The time for online 
viewing will be the afternoon of 
December 16th and will be avail-
able for viewing for 24 hours. 

Our annual Santa’s Gift Land 
has been cancelled this year due  
to restrictions. But hopefully it 
will return next year. 

Finally, the classroom Christmas 

parties will be held on the last 
day of school before break, which 
is Friday, December 18th.  The 
parties will begin at 2:30 pm.  A 
gift exchange letter will be sent 
home, and  individual teachers 
will be notifying students and 
parents of specifics in regards to 
their classroom parties. 

PBES           Happenings    
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Reminders: 

We are checking with you to see if 
you have any changes on your con-
tact numbers.  If so please call the 
office to make those changes.  It is 
extremely important that we are 
able to contact you during an emer-
gency. 
 

Since we are leaving for a long break 
it would be good to remind the stu-
dents before they return in January 
about getting here on time and how 
important it is to their learning. 
 

The weather changes so quickly and 
it has been really cold these days.  
Please make sure your child is wear-
ing a warm coat, gloves, hat, and 
scarf to keep warm while waiting 
outside for the doors to unlock.  
Doors are unlocked at 7:35 and a 
teacher will be on duty then.  Stu-
dents will be counted tardy if they 
are not in class at 7:55.  Please visit 
with your child to make sure they 
understand the importance of this 
critical issue. 
 

Remember to bring in a doctor’s 
note, or have them Fax a note to 
620-983-2247, after visiting a doc-
tor.  We will put it with your child’s 
records and record it properly. 
 

Please wear or send tennis shoes 
with your child to use during P.E.  
and have them continue to bring 
them till the end of May, to keep 
your child safe while they are play-
ing.  They are very active during P.E. 
and recess. 
 

If there is a change in plans, it would 
be great if you could call the office 
before 3:00pm with information on 
where your child needs to go after 
school.  Please try and make plans 
PRIOR to them coming to school if at 
all possible and tell them so they 
know the plans. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=christmas+clipart&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=CPe989pg4wGNZM&tbnid=6efOn3f7Cg1bjM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wilsoninfo.com%2Fchristmas.shtml&ei=t2ydUr-UMsLUkQf7u4DQCw&bvm=bv.57155469,d.eW0&psig=AFQjCNFG
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Peabody-Burns 

3rd Grade Thankful Writing 
 

I'm thankful for the police because they help out the town a lot, keeping us safe from things like 

high water and bad people. 

 ~ Maddix   

 

I'm thankful for the cooks at PBES because they always make such good food, especially the day 

closest to Thanksgiving. It's pretty much Thanksgiving Day, just at school instead of my Grandma's. 

 ~ Gannon   

 

I'm thankful for God. I'm thankful for my Grandpa and his work at an oil refinery. I'm thankful for 

my Mom; she works at the post office in Florence.I'm thankful for Dad because he is a farmer and 

his work's right down the road. I'm thankful for my little cousins so I can have someone to play with. 

I am very, very thankful for my Nana and Papa Ray because they let me use their big shop.  

 ~ Colton   

 

I'm thankful for having things to do like art supplies to make arts and crafts. I'm thankful for beds 

so we don't have to sleep on the floor. I'm also thankful for books because they get your mind off 

electronics and they're very interesting to read.   

 ~ Izzy   

 

I'm thankful for Veterans because they've helped us stay safe.  

 ~ Ava   

 

I am thankful for jackets. Without jackets we'd be real cold. 

 ~ Dalton   

 

I'm thankful for life. Everything. I'm glad to be alive and that I can do things. 

 ~ Alex   

 

I am thankful for being fast and strong, and for my friends who play with me.  

 ~ Mason   

 

I am thankful for a few things. I'm thankful for the three people in my family who have fought for 

our country in the Air Force--Uncle Hank, Aubrey and DJ. I'm thankful for friends and thankful 

that we get to be at school and not online school at home.  

 ~ Winston   

 

I'm thankful for my family and Stella, my little puppy. .  

 ~ Benton   

 

Friends. Family. My cat, Cheeto. 

 ~ Matthew   

 

I'm thankful for Mrs. Z, Mrs. Gaines, my family, my pets, my house, my food, the Earth I live on, 

and our school. 

 ~ Karrleigh   
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5th Grade Thankful For 
 

Dear Mom, 
You do a great job.  You work so hard and you help kids when they need it.  I am thankful for you get-
ting the things I need. 

 
Love,  Kiah   

 
Dear  Pop’s Diner, 
You have been making  Didi and  papa very happy. Didi has been working for you for a while. Thank 
you for giving her a job. Thank you. And for papa, you have been serving him coffee and food. Thank 
you for everything. 

 
Sincerely   Ellie   
 
Dear Coach Whitlock, 
I love that you're my teacher . you make  life  easier you make school easier .I love that you are always 
there for me  
 
Love ,Kaylee  
 
Dear Porcupine Tea Company, 
Almost every weekend I go there I am very grateful for you and your business! Thank you for wearing 
your mask even when I forget mine. Thank you for everything you do!!!! 
 
 Sincerely,  Sydney. 
 
Dear Peabody Market, 
We have been shopping there.  We love how you make pizzas.  We also love how you have good ser-
vice. Thank you for the food at your store.   

 
Sincerely,   Victoria  M. 

 
Dear family,  
Thank you for being a good family. Mom, thank you for taking good care of me. Isabel, thank you for 
making me laugh. Erika, thank you for keeping me company. Dad, thank you for teaching me lessons. 
THANK YOU ALL!!! 
 
Sincerely,  James  L. 

 
 
Dear Mrs.Jones, 
Thank you for cleaning our school. Keeping People safe and helping to fix our food. You do a great job 
putting up all of our schools christmas decorators. They look wonderful. Thank you. 
 
Sincerely,  Gabriel G. 
 
Dear Mrs. Welch, 
You have taught me a lot of things I know.  It has helped me with a lot of things. Thank you for teaching 
me. 
 
Sincerely,  Jason 
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Dear, Mr. Simmonds and Mrs. Simmonds, 
Thank you for everything you do for me. You always  have bright smiles when I see you and thank you 
for mowing our law. You are always so kind to me. You're always so caring and make me laugh and my 
cat likes you too. Thank you!!! 

 
Sincerely,   Your neighbor - Tarah  
 
Dear Coach Witlock, 
I like all the exercises you have us do and all the jokes and kindness you show. I love being in your 
class-P.E. is one of my favorite classes. You care for all your students and you care for all the other 
teachers. I ’m so happy i get to be in your class and i’m really enjoying P.E. Thank you 
 
Sincerely,  Kinsley W. 
 
Dear Pandy, 
I love how  you do your best every Saturday and Sunday. I get to live right next door!!!!!!  
Your place has become one of my favorite places in Peabody. Thank you for being a good friend  
to me and my mom. 
 
Always,  Abby G.  
 
Dear Peabody  Burns  Elementary school, 
We thank all our staff and teachers  for the hard work during this stressful time. We thank you that you 
are still teaching hard for all our students. Thank you so much! 
 
Sincerely,  Aiyonna T.                                             
 
Dear Mom And Dad And My Family ,  
I appreciate all that you do for me.  I am grateful for clothes, shoes, and socks.  I am grateful  for beds 
and blankets and pillows and sheets.  And food and water. I'm happy for you guys.    
 
From,  Issy F. 
 
Dear Mrs. Jones, 
I have been going to PBES since kindergarten and you have always made the school so clean. I love 
how you always work hard and do your best throughout the day, and you stay to clean up after we all 
have gone home. I appreciate all you do! 

 
Sincerely,  Nadia R. 
  
Dear Peabody Burns Elementary School, 
Thank you for teaching me. I have been here since preschool. Thank you teachers for dealing with some 
of my bad moments. I have learned a lot of stuff by you teachers. I don’t really like waking up early but if 
it is to learn a lot I guess I will wake up. Thank you teachers, you do a lot for us.  
 
Sincerely,  Cale G. 
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USD 398 Calendar Corrections/Additions/Reminders 

 

This school year has seen many changes, and will continue to change in order to                 
address new issues and make corrections that were overlooked in the rush to get the          

calendar out. Because of this, this section will become very important to review with the           

publishing of each edition.  

Dec. 01 Fall Sports Recognition Night; Postponed—Date TBD 

 03 PBH Band; Newton Parade of Lights CANCELLED 

 05 Postponed FFA Birds & Breakfast is now CANCELLED 

 04 HSBB @ Herington; CANCELLED 

 07 PBMS-HS Christmas Program will be VIRTUAL—Date TBA 

  HSBB Maris des Cygnes Tournament CANCELLED for the week of the 7th 

  PBES Santa’s Gift Land is CANCELLED for the week of  the 7th 

 09 PBMS-HS Winter Vocal Concert will be VIRTUAL—Date TBA 

 16 PBES Christmas Program will be VIRTUAL— Online December 16th   

Jan. 08 HSBB vs Herington (HOME) 

Mar.  25 FFA Chapter Banquet (moved from April 1st)  

  30 Spring Parent-Teacher Conferences (moved from March 9th) 

Apr. 01 Spring Parent-Teacher Conferences (moved from March 11th) 

  21 PBES Kids Camp 

  30 PBES Muffins with Mom 

May  17 PBES Spring Vocal Program at the Brown Gym at 7 pm 

 26 PBES Field Day & Butler Picnic on the last day of school 
 

Please check the district calendar on the school website www.usd398.net for ALL the                

upcoming activities.  

On November 24th the Kansas State High School Activities Association 
Board of Directors passed the following changes concerning Winter sports; 

1. The Winter Moratorium, of no MS/HS activities, has been set to extend from                
December 22, 2020   to January 3, 2021. 

2. There will be a Winter Moratorium on all MS/HS interscholastic competitions from   
December 23, 2020 to January 7, 2021 (no games). 

3. Established that from December 1, 2020 to January 28, 2021, no spectators will be admit-
ted/allowed at KSHSAA sponsored interscholastic MS & HS activities of basketball and 
scholars’ bowl. (also applies to bowling, swimming & wrestling). 

4. For the period of January 29, 2021 through the remainder of the winter activity regular season and post-season for the 2020-21 
school year, attendance shall be limited to allow for appropriate distancing for the facility and in accordance with local admis-
sion and attendance policies. 

5. All participants (including but not limited to athletes, coaches, officials, spectators, support staff and all others attend-
ing/participating in school activities) shall wear a face covering in the manner it is intended to be worn (for the purpose of 
COVID-19 risk mitigation) while at the event venue and for duration of the event. The only exception is provided for athletes 
during the time they are competing and for officials during active play. 

Note:   The KSHSAA Board of Directors is made up of representatives from each of the 78 leagues throughout the state. Each 
 school is represented through there league representative. 

http://www.usd398.net
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First Graders Thankful For….. 

Torrance -  

I am thankful for my little sister. She makes me happy becauses she makes me 

funny. 

Sergio -  

I am thankful for my dad because I love him. I am thankful for him because I 

play Roblox with him. 

Case -  

I am thank for evreething. Becos it hleps us. 

Julian -  

I am thankful for trains. I like them. 

Carishna -  

I am thankful for ymmom. She wuk hot at hrtopb.  

Emma -  

I am thankful for the War Vetrans. Becos thae served in our cuntre. 

Breken -  

I am thankful for rabit and bog. than frnis.  

Kymbree -  

I am thankful for dog. Tha luv me. 

Harper -  

I am thankful for my frinds be cus tha heop me git up win I get hrt. 

Logan -  

I am thankful for my mom for my grama. They giv me lotsuv hugs.  

Jaice -  

I am thankful for kege. Because of presents. 

Alexa -  

I am thankful for my dog. Max becuz thae love me. 

Kayden -   

I am thankful for famili. 

Caden -  

I am thankful for my mom because I love her. 
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 B e ready at the bus stop to load quickly in order to 

maintain  the schedule. Wait-time is 2-3 minutes 

maximum . If waiting indoors be leaving the home as 

soon the bus approaches, not after it stops. 

 NOTE: Buses may be 10-15 minutes early at the 

start of the route, and later than normal the longer 

into the route on days of bad weather. 

 Dress warmly! Be prepared for situations  that may 

result in being subjected to the cold for an extended 

amount of time. 

 Older students assist younger students and look out 

for their  welfare getting on and off the bus. 

Inclement Weather      

Reminders for              

Bus Riders 

Dealing with the COVID-19 virus 

in 2020 will extend into 2021. 

Safety guidelines and procedures 

must continue as we close out 2020 

and begin 2021. Concerns sur-

round three major events;    

Thanksgiving, Christmas, and 

New Years Eve. 

As we close out this year please 

remember to exercise caution and 

restraint in gatherings as to not 

put yourself and others at risk. Just because your test comes back negative, it’s still important to 

complete your quarantine if you’ve been exposed to Covid-19  
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Principally speaking….. Mr. Kimble 

  
 

Principal Notes:  

As December begins we turn 
our  
thoughts from Thanksgiving to Christmas, I am reminded of all the great things in life we should be thankful 
for. One of those is the fact that we were able to complete the first nine weeks before we began remote with 
our high school students.  Even though remote learning presents a variety of issues, our staff and students 
have navigated this successfully. I couldn’t be more proud of the engaged learning that continued to take 
place.  It is my hope that as we come out of Thanksgiving break and Christmas break we are able to continue    
in-person classes for the rest of the school year. In order for this to happen we all must do our own small part 
in wearing our masks and maintaining social distancing when we can. 
 
This year with the first day of school being pushed back until September 9th, the end of the first semester will 
not be until January 22nd.  As we near January, your student’s advisory teachers will begin having conversa-
tions with your students about next year’s classes and opportunities. As well as planning for their regular 
class schedules, juniors and seniors will have the opportunity to find out about Vo-Tech at Newton and what 
classes Butler offers here at PBHS as well as available online classes they have interest in taking.  Please take 
time to visit with your student about their future class options as well as future career plans. 
 
As the normal flu season (with Covid-19) is upon us, our hope is to have school operate as normal as possible 
despite the Covid-19 safety measures.  As a staff, we are committed to in-person classes and maintaining a 
healthy environment for everyone.  As a community, it is important that each one of us does our  part to main-
tain the health of those around us.  Wearing a mask, while not popular and inconvenient, does play a major 
part in maintaining a healthy school community.   
 
I want to wish everyone a Merry Christmas, but also to remind everyone to take time for yourself.  Find the 
time to relax and unwind as our mental health is just as important as our physical health.  Safe travels for 
those who are traveling and stay healthy.   
 
Scott Kimble – Principal PBMHS 

  

 
 

Reflection on November 
This past month we have watched our students and staff do amazing 
things both inside the classroom as well as outside. Alex Young has 
qualified for State Band. Alexis Davis and Alex Young were both 

selected to attend the HOBY Leadership Conference in June, 2021. 
Our Debate students continue to perform well in the virtual Debate 
competitions. FFA students continue to see success in their online 

competitions. All freshman took the pre-act and did a great job. Con-
gratulations to the following Middle School students their district se-
lection in band and vocal: Maddy Blythe - Band, Christopher Spen-

cer – Band Aeden Bosley - Choir, Luke Partridge – Choir.    
          #warriorproud 

December Happenings 

With KSHSAA’s upcoming decisions on basketball season, we will be posting any and 
all changes to basketball season on the district website and PBMHS Facebook page.  

Please continue to look for the latest information on those two sites as Mr. Laney will be 
providing regular updates. 



December/January 
Activity Corner  

Welcome back to the activ-

ities corner of the newsletter. 
We had an exciting fall season 

and  are looking forward to more 

to  come in the winter months. I  

would like to wish everybody  

happy holidays and say how  

grateful our activities depart-

ment is for all the help and sup-

port you have shown and contin-

ue to show to our programs.   

First things first, is to  give 

big congratulations to the  

PBHS Football team on an out-

standing season. It was awe-

some to see the TEAM grow 

from game one, until the end of 

the season. The season didn’t 

end how WE all wanted it too, 

but our WARRIORS fought all 

season long and made us proud.  

Winter sports teams are 

looking forward to their compe-

tition dates. Basketball is get-

ting a late start practicing due 

to remote learning and USD 398 

trying to keep all students 

healthy and safe. Maybe just 

maybe this will extend their 

time on the court playing games 

this season. Middle School  bas-

ketball teams are working to-

wards  continuing to improve off 

of last season and are looking 

forward to representing PBMS 

well this season. The high school 

teams will be starting to prac-

tice soon, and will be ready to 

compete hard each game. Both 

Middle and High School teams  

will be ready to start games as 

soon as KSHSAA gives all win-

ter athletes the “green light” to 

start playing games. In these 

tough times I ask that all play-

ers, coaches, and patrons be pa-

tient  as administration works 

through all the recommenda-

tions set by KSHSAA. As the 

AD I want nothing more than 

our players playing and our 

coaches coaching, but we must  

do it in a safe manner for all in-

volved. One of my favorite 

quotes is “ tough times don’t 

last, tough people do” and I 

know we will get through this.  

IMPORTANT: Events will 
have a limited number of fans 

that will be allowed, this can 

range from NO fans, to only a 

certain amount of tickets per 

athlete. This information will be 

given to the coaches, be put on 

the school website, and on the 

PBHS/MS Facebook page. 

Please be aware of this before 

going to any event. 

HOME EVENTS:  

Will be limited to TWO tick-

ets per participant, no WSL 

passes will be accepted. The 

participant will be given 

his/her tickets to give out, all 

fans will be required to give 

a ticket at the gate and then 

pay to get into the event. 

This policy will start once 

KSHSAA lifts the ZERO fans 

policy.  

Indoor activities               

COVID-19 policy 

USD 398 will require all 

fans to get their tempera-

ture checked upon entrance. 

Any patron whose tempera-

ture is above 100.4 will be 

asked not to enter the event. 

Masks must be worn any-

time when in USD398 build-

ings. Social distancing 

must be done when possible, 

and no student sections will 

be allowed. Direct family 

members may sit together. 

We ask that everyone please 

respect these guidelines.  

  Reminder to  everybody to 

follow the KSHSAA sports-

manship rules as well as our 

own gym rules. The  admin-

istration at Peabody-Burns 

puts a great amount of effort in 

keeping our competitions fun 

and having everybody use 

proper sportsmanship.  

Winter activities that will go 

on in December and January 

are Scholars Bowl, Debate, 

Music, FFA and they are all 

currently going strong. These 

young people all represent our 

school well and with class. 

Please look for updates on 

these great activities on the 

school website and PBHS/MS 

Facebook page.  

AD Shout-Outs for the 
fall activities go to:  

 

Mya Winter- Wheat State 

League VB Honorable Mention  

 

Alex Young- Third chair Trom-

bone in District Band 

  
Maddy Blythe- District Band 

  

Christopher Spencer- District 

Band 

   

Aeden Bosley- District Choir 

   

Luke Partridge- District Choir 

 

* Article went to print before 

football honors were an-

nounced.  
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Warrior Activities Corner   Mr. Laney 
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 Peabody-Burns Preschool Thankful Thoughts… 

 

Mackenzie is thankful for her house, dad that helps and loves her, her brother, toys, and two   

kitty cats, Smokey and Princy.    

Milo is thankful for his toys, mommy, daddy, stuffed animals, Anna, Wyatt, and cousin Kate, and 

working with daddy.   

Dakota is thankful for mommy, Grandpa Jim, dad, Gunner, and grandma.   

Isaac is thankful for his whole entire family; mom, dad, Millie, Guliano, himself, and his dog.   

Izzie is thankful for her toys, sister, swing, grandpa, grandma, and bike.   

Chayse is thankful for his friends, R.J., Nana, Jayden, Jackson, Brad, Alex, and Jen.   

Penelope is thankful for her brother, Blaze, her stuffed animal dog, everything she has in her 

house, her daddy, mommy, and dog, Lucky.   

Eliza is thankful for mommy, daddy, her baby brother David, grandma, Papa, grandma and Pa-

pa’s dog Buck, and for Jesus healing her and David when they were sick.   

Christopher is thankful for his momma, papa, toys, Cupcake his cat, and his chunky doll.   

Bennett is thankful for his mustang with a black stripe and blue paint, his stuffed animal named 

Chicken Nugget, his mommy, daddy, his sister Brooke, grandma, grandpa, and cousins.   

Kate is thankful for Jake, mom, dad, her dog Starburst, Maya, Caleb, grandpa, grandma, and her 

new house.   

Chase is thankful for play-doh, video games, mom, dad, and his sisters.   

Maisie is thankful for her brother, mommy, daddy, Papa and grandma, clothes, and toys.   

Adrianna is thankful for her mom, dad, grandma, grandpa, her sisters, and herself.   

Lacey is thankful for her toys, t.v., mom, dad, her birthday, grandpa and grandma, microwaves, 

pink silverware and jewelry.   

Delilah is thankful for mom, dad, Aliena, Chase, toys, playing, and friends.   

Scarlett is thankful for Diego, Tessa, Koby, her friends at school, grandma, mommy, daddy, her 

brothers Julian and Elijah, and sister, Clara, horsies, and my own self.   

June is thankful for food, her house, bed, mom, dad, and brother, Waylon.   

Wyatt is thankful for mommy, birds, Halloween, his teachers, daddy, his puppy June, and friends.  

Mrs. Gossen is thankful for all these great preschoolers that she has this year!  
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What’s new in speech? A Lot!  
 

In the speech-language resource room, we’ve 
been enjoying our time getting to work with     
students in person again. In the spring when 
school closed we had many students opt for   
activities to be sent home for them to practice on 
their own time. I think the students have been 
happy to be back in person too. They’ve handled 
the many changes that they see in the speech 
room very well. Since many students come in 
throughout the day, we are vigilant about doing 
everything we can to keep everyone safe. From 
face shields to clear dividers to cleaning areas 
and hands. The students have been great about 
doing everything they can and will help remind us if we almost forget a step. We are definitely learning        
together.  
 

The other part of speech that we’ve been learning together is participating in speech through tele therapy 
when it’s needed. This opportunity is really great because it means that progress doesn’t have to slow down 
due to needing to be at home rather than in the building. The speech para and I have been working hard on 
learning how to provide tele therapy services so that it’s still fun and engaging for students. There are definite-
ly things that students and parents can do to help make virtual speech therapy just as successful as in-person 
speech therapy.  

  Have the student sit in a chair at a table or desk 

  Place the computer or tablet on the table or a stable surface rather than on a lap.  

  The area around the student should be clear of toys, noise, and/or other distractions.  

  Be in a well-lit room, preferably not in front of a window.  

  Log in a few minutes early to make sure equipment is working properly 

  Help your student be on time and stay nearby in case you’re needed. Most of the time you do not need  

 to sit right by your child during the session, just being available is very helpful.  

  And lastly, it’s not required, but a headset with a microphone can be very helpful for the teachers to be 
 able to hear more clearly how the sounds are being produced. This is more important for students   
 working on speech sound production than those working on language skills.  

 

As always, if you have questions or concerns, I can be reached at sparks@mcsec.org. 
Stacey Parks, Speech-Language Pathologist 

Paula Harris, Speech Paraprofessional 

 NOTICE 

Peabody-Burns USD 398 maintains a district AHERS Inspection and Management Plan. This plan meets the federally                 
mandated deadline for asbestos inspection and management for all buildings under   USD 398 control. 

     

The plan is located and available for public review at the following locations: 

 Peabody-Burns High School, 810 N. Sycamore St., Peabody 

 USD 398 District Office, 506 N. Elm St, Peabody 

 

    Any questions concerning the plan should be directed to the district’s asbestos program manager, Mr. Rich Holm 

mailto:sparks@mcsec.org
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  Peabody-Burns 
2nd Grade Thankful Writing 

 
My name is Jaylee.   
I am thankful for my friends.  They are the best friends ever!  I love them so much.  They 
are the best helpers. 
 
My name is Brooke. 
I am thankful for the friends I have.  They are fun to play with.  They are good friends. 
 
My name is Michael. 
I am thankful for my family because I cook for them. 
 
My name is Bo. 
I am thankful for my dad.  My dad likes to play with me.  I like to go on the farm with 
him.   
 
My name is Guliano. 
I am thankful for my mom and dad.  They give me a home.  We have food to eat.  We have 
beds. 
 
My name is Kaylin. 
I am thankful for Mr. Schafer because I have lots of fun learning with him.  And I’m also 
thankful for my siblings because they’re really cute and fun.   
 
My name is Knox. 
I am thankful for my brother because I love him so much.  He is helpful and he means a lot 
to me.   
 
My name is Wyatt. 
I am thankful for my Nana because she makes food.  She is nice because she keeps me 
safe. 
 
My name is Bradley. 
I am thankful for the best teacher because he makes math fun.  Math is fun in second 
grade because of the best teacher named Mr. Schafer. 
 
My name is Logann. 
I am thankful for my family and my dogs because they love me and take me to school. 
 
My name is Quentin. 
I am thankful for my family because they give me food. 
 
My name is Hannah. 
I am thankful for my mom and dad and brother. I am thankful for pizza and food.  I am 
thankful for my dog Tucker. I love him because he is funny and cute. I love my cat Zeke 
too.  I am also thankful for school. 
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IMPORTANT PBES JANUARY PARENT REMINDERS 

Classes at PBES begin at 7:55 am. Parents bringing their children to school need remember that the doors unlock at 7:35 
am. At that time staff welcomes them and processes them with temperature check and hand sanitizing before heading to 
the classroom. 

It’s back to school time. Time at home, visiting relatives, trying on hats at stores, etc. may have led to some unexpected 
stow-a ways; Head Lice. They continue to be a nuisance in schools nationally this year.  

Head lice will be a problem from time to time at PBES and it is important to work together as a school community to 
minimize the frustration caused by the problem. Head lice are common in school-aged children and are the most adapt-
able of creatures.  They have survived living solely on humans for 10,000 years.  You may be reassured to know that 
they are commonly found in places other than Peabody-Burns Elementary 

Some of the reasons they have survived for as long as they have are: 

  1. The six legs of a louse end in a claw, allowing them to grip the hair. 

   2. They detect vibration and can hide - (conditioner will help fix this problem) 

   3. Head lice can ‘hold’ their breath for 20 mins – looking like they are dead. 

   4. The eggs are attached to the hair with a ‘glue’ like substance.  Studies conducted on 45 different  
          products to dissolve the ‘glue’ showed nothing would dissolve it.  

The good news… 

  We know where they live and we know how to find them. 

If you follow these steps, once a week, the control of head lice in your home will be greatly improved. 

Step1    Comb inexpensive hair conditioner on to dry, brushed (detangled) hair.  This makes it difficult for lice 

              to grip the hair or run around; 

Step 2  Wipe the conditioner from the comb onto a paper towel or tissue; 

Step 3 Look on the tissue and on the comb for lice and eggs; 

Step 4 If lice or eggs are found, the child should be treated; 

Step 5    If the child has been treated recently and only hatched eggs are found, you may not have to treat since  

              the eggs could be from the old infection. 

Talk to your child about not sharing their hats and scarves with other students.  Lice can easily travel through shared 

clothing, combs, and brushes.  Thank you for helping check your children for head lice.  If your child has head lice – tell  

anyone who has had head to head contact with them and ask them to check their family for head lice.  Contact the  

school so that it can take steps in preventing any spread and keep it contained.  

 

Re-Establish proper hours of getting to bed and getting up in the morning. After a lengthy break such as our Winter 
Break, it is important to get your child back into a routine that allows for 8 hours of sleep and being to school on 
time.  If you want your child to get the most out of their educational day, they have to be well rested for this task. 
Attendance is very important, but quality performance is also necessary when they are in class. 

 

Speaking of attendance; attendance issues that may have built up first semester will have bearing on attendance 
2nd semester. Truancy laws are clear on attendance expectations for school-aged children. If you have questions, 
please refer to the PBES Parent-Student Handbook found online at www.usd398.net.  

 

It is that time of year again where students should be layering their clothing so they can be more comfortable 
throughout the day with various temperature changes.  Please make sure to label your child’s clothing (coats, jack-
ets, winter boots, scarves, hats, and gloves) so that if they get misplaced, they can easily be returned to their  own-
er.    If the wind chill is not too cold, your child will be going outside for recess.  Please send a coat with your child 

daily so that they will get the opportunity to go outside to play.    

 

Remember that communication is the greatest tool we have in solving problems and understanding the challenges 
we face together as parents and educators. Help us, help you through this process for optimum results and under-
standing.  

 The Warrior Times can be found on-line In Color at 

http://www.usd398.net/district-newsletter/ 
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Twas the night before Peabody, when all through the 

classrooms, not a creature was snoring, not even Mr. 

Traxson. The coffee mugs were hung by the Teacher’s 

lounge with sweet care, in hopes that St. Nicholas soon 

would be there.  

 

Christmastime is a great time to read to your child. Also, 

purchasing books would make great Christmas gifts for 

this holiday season. According to a recent study by Read-

ing Connection, it is important to spend 10-15mins a day 

reading with your child. It helps promote their social & 

emotional development. In addition, it helps your child 

become a better reader! I hope everyone has a great win-

ter break. Have a Merry Christmas! 

-Ms. Megan Crosley 

 ~ NOTICE TO ALL ATHLETES ~ 

KSHSAA Holiday Non-Practice Dates                                            

December 23rd-January 3rd, 2021 

There are to be no athletic practice, season conditioning, informal basketball shooting,         

working out, etc. in school owned facilities during the Holiday Non-Practice Week.  

The gymnasiums and weight room will not be open to students                                  
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December Music Events    
Cancelletions—Updates—Pending 

 
The  Peabody-Burns High School Marching Band  will not be performing in this year’s 

Newton Parade of Lights 
  

The  Peabody-Burns High School Marching Band  will not be performing in this year’s 
Peabody Christmas Parade as it has been cancelled. 

 

PBES Christmas Program will be presented via Facebook Live;                              

It will be up on the afternoon of December 16th and remain available for 24 hours. 

 

 PBMS & PBHS Band Christmas Program will be presented                                   

via Facebook Live; Information and date pending 
 

PBMS & PBHS Winter Vocal Program will be presented                                   

via Facebook Live; Information and date pending 
 

Band Fruit 
Band Fruit sales ended on November 30th.  

Look for delivery the week of December 14th. 

 


