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Dear MRUSD Parents, 
 
Happy Thanksgiving Eve!  I wanted to give you a few updates before we begin our holiday.   
 
Yesterday, as our schools prepared to close for the holidays, the Vermont Secretary of 
Education issued new guidance to schools related to the Governor’s Executive Order regarding 
multi-household gatherings. The state defines these gatherings as those involving people who 
live in different homes. In addition, at today’s press conference, Governor Scott spoke to the 
impact multi-household gatherings could have on students and staff being able to remain in 
person in our schools.   
 
The Vermont Department of Health has this to say about Multi-Household gatherings: 
 
“Vermont is seeing a surge in new COVID-19 cases. Recent data have shown that social 
gatherings, both inside and outside, at homes, bars, and social clubs, and among sports teams 
are currently driving outbreaks in Vermont. 
 
Because of this, you are not allowed to gather with people you don’t live with. This includes all 
inside and outside social, recreational and entertainment gatherings, and in public and private 
spaces. For example, this means you cannot go over to a family member or friend’s house or go 
to a restaurant with someone you don’t live with. This also means that visitors to Vermont can 
only socialize with the people they are traveling with. They cannot gather with Vermonters or 
with people from another traveling group. 
 
However, people who live alone may gather with people who live in one other household. 
People can take in and shelter those from another household who are living in a dangerous, 
unhealthy or otherwise unsafe situation. 
 
Additionally, you can do outdoor fitness activities with one other person from another 
household. However, both of you must stay at least 6 feet away from each other and wear a 
mask at all times. For example, you can bike, hike, walk or run with one of your neighbors. 
 
We must all do our part to slow the spread, ensure hospitals are not overwhelmed, help schools 
continue to offer in-person instruction, and keep as many Vermonters working as possible.” - 
VDH Website 
 
I know that many of you will read this and have questions about scenarios and “what-ifs”.  
Please know we have no more clarification other than what is in this letter.  We cannot 
interpret this multi-household gathering definition for you, please do your best to interpret this 
guidance for yourself.  Our community has been great about working with us and we trust you 
will make the right choices. 

https://education.vermont.gov/sites/aoe/files/documents/edu-guidance-for-schools-related-to-limits-on-multi-household-social-gatherings.pdf
https://governor.vermont.gov/sites/scott/files/documents/ADDENDUM%208%20TO%20AMENDED%20AND%20RESTATED%20EXECUTIVE%20ORDER%2001-20_0.pdf
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If your child needs to quarantine for any of the following reasons, please contact your school 
after the holiday break. 
 

• If your child is symptomatic 
 

• If your child has been a Close Contact to a COVID-19 positive person 
 

• If your family and child have had Non-Essential Travel 
 

• If your family and child have been to a Multi-Household Gathering 
 
We want to keep our students learning in person in our MRUSD schools. Thank you for doing 
your part to prevent any further spread of this virus and helping us to keep our students and 
staff safe.   
 
At yesterday's press conference, it was also announced that School Winter Sports are now 
postponed, just like all recreational sports.  These are paused until further notice and will be 
reviewed each week.    
 
In addition, today’s daily health update from the Vermont Department of Health includes some 
very useful information about how you can keep yourself and your family safe and do your part 
to help prevent the spread of this virus.  This link also includes useful resources for taking care 
of your emotional and mental health, coping with stress, and getting connected to alcohol and 
drug support services. 
 
I understand this pandemic is wearing on everyone.  This is an incredibly challenging time for 
students, parents, and staff members alike. I wish each of you a restful, happy, and healthy 
holiday weekend.  Thank you for your patience as we continue to navigate these constantly 
changing conditions, and let's hope that next Thanksgiving, we will not need to make some 
pretty significant sacrifices in order to keep each other safe. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 

Kevin Dirth, 
Superintendent 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
https://www.healthvermont.gov/covid-19/symptoms-sickness/close-contacts-contact-tracing#:~:text=Close%20contact%20means%20being%20within,19%20during%20their%20infectious%20period.
https://www.healthvermont.gov/covid-19/travel-quarantine
https://apps.health.vermont.gov/COVID/faq/#4761
https://www.healthvermont.gov/sites/default/files/documents/pdf/Covid-19-Daily-Update.pdf

