I'm

Mount Morris Central
Code of Conduct

2020-21



30 Bonadonna Avenue, Mt. Morris, NY 14510
Phone: (585) 658 - 3331 / Fax: (585) 658 — 4814

Table of Contents

I Introduction - Page: 3
Il. Definitions- Page: 3

. Essential Partners- Page: 6

Iv. Student Rights and Responsibilities- Page: 9

V. Student Use Guidelines for Internet Access- Page: 10

VI. Driving and Parking on Campus- Page: 13

VII. School and Class Attendance- Page: 13

VIIl.  Student Dress Code- Page: 15

IX. Prohibited Student Conduct- Page: 16

X. Reporting Violations- Page: 20

Xl Reporting Discrimination, Harassment and Bullying- Page: 20

XIl. Disciplinary Penalties & Procedures and Referrals to Outside Agencies- Page: 21
Xlll. Alternative Instruction- Page: 27

XIv. Discipline of Students with Disabilities- Page: 27

XV. Student Searches and Interrogations- Page: 31

XVI.  Corporal Punishment- Page: 34

XVIIl.  Visitors to School- Page: 34

XVIIl. Public Conduct on School Property- Page: 35

XIX. Drug and Alcohol Policy- Page: 37

XX. Dissemination and Review- Page: 38




CODE OF CONDUCT

l. Introduction

The Board of Education (“Board”) is committed to providing a safe and orderly school environment
where students may receive quality educational services. Responsible behavior by students, teachers,
district personnel, parents and visitors alike is essential to achieving this goal.

The district has a long-standing set of expectations for conduct on school property and at school
functions. These expectations are based on the principles of civility, mutual respect, citizenship,
character, tolerance, honesty and integrity.

The Board recognizes the need to clearly define these expectations for acceptable conduct on school
property, to identify the possible consequences of unacceptable conduct, and to ensure that when
necessary, discipline is administered promptly and fairly. To this end, the Board adopts this Code of
Conduct (“code”).

Unless otherwise indicated, this code applies to all students, school personnel, parents and other visitors
when on school property or attending a school function.

Il. Definitions

For purposes of this code, the following definitions apply:
a. Parent means parent, guardian or person in parental relation to a student.

b. Employee/Staff means any person receiving compensation from a school district or employee of a
contracted service provider or worker placed within the school under a public assistance employment
program, pursuant to title 9-B of article 5 of the Social Services Law, and consistent with the provisions of
such title for the provision of services to such district, its students or employees, directly or through
contract.

c. School Function means a school-sponsored extracurricular event or activity regardless of location
(Education §11[2]).

d. “Controlled Substance” means a drug or other substance identified in certain provisions of the federal
Controlled Substances Act specified in both federal and state law and regulations applicable to this
policy. Possession of paraphernalia for consuming (use) of alcohol, tobacco, and other substances
(including vapor cigarettes and associated liquid substances; as well as cannabinoids and synthetic
cathinones, as well as the consuming (use), sharing, transmitting, buying and/or selling of substances
(including the misuse of prescription medication) on school property and/or at school-sponsored events.

e. lllegal Drugs means a controlled substance except for those legally possessed or used under the
supervision of a licensed health-care professional or that is legally possessed or used under any other
authority under the Controlled Substances Act or any other federal law.



f. School Property means in or within any building, structure, athletic playing field, playground, parking
lot or land contained within the real property boundary line of a public elementary or secondary school,
or in or on a school bus (Education Law §11 [1], as defined in Vehicle and Traffic Law §142. It would also
include any and all property at which a school-sanctioned activity is being held. (e.g. Bellamy Park, prom
site, etc.)

g. School Bus means every motor vehicle owned by a public or governmental agency or private school
and operated for the transportation of pupils, children of pupils, teachers and other persons acting in a
supervisory capacity, to or from school or school activities, or, privately owned and operated for
compensation for the transportation of pupils, children of pupils, teachers and other persons acting in a
supervisory capacity to or from school or school activities (Education Law §11[1] and Vehicle and Traffic
Law §142).

h. Disruptive Student means an elementary or secondary student under the age of 21 who is
substantially disruptive of the educational process or substantially interferes with the teacher's authority
over the classroom.

i. Disorderly conduct — endangerment or harassment (e.g. bullying, intimidation) of others or the willful
disruption of the orderly conduct of classes, school program and/or school activities. This would include
bomb threats and/or other threats against people or property, defaming, vandalizing, disrespecting
and/or destroying school or contracted property, as well as property off-campus that is visited as a result
of a field trip or school-sponsored event.

j- Gender means actual or perceived sex and shall include a person’s gender identity or expression
(Education Law §11[6]).

k. Gender Expression is the manner in which a person represents or expresses gender to others, often
through behavior, clothing, hairstyle, activities, voice or mannerisms.

l. Gender Identity is one's self-conception as being male or female, as distinguished from actual
biological sex or sex assigned at birth.

m. Discrimination means discrimination against any student by a student or students and/or employee
or employees on school property or at a school function including, but not limited to, discrimination
based on a person’s actual or perceived race, color, weight, national origin, ethnic group, religion,
religious practice, disability, sexual orientation, gender or sex.

n. Disability means (a) a physical, mental or medical impairment resulting from anatomical,
physiological, genetic or neurological conditions which prevents the exercise of a normal bodily function
or is demonstrable by medically accepted clinical or laboratory diagnostic techniques or (b) a record of
such an impairment or (c) a condition regarded by others as such an impairment, provided, however,
that in all provisions of this article dealing with employment, the term must be limited to disabilities
which, upon the provision of reasonable accommodations, do not prevent the complainant from



performing in a reasonable manner the activities involved in the job or occupation sought or held
(Education Law §11[4] and Executive Law §292[21]).

o. Emotional Harm that takes place in the context of “harassment or bullying” means harm to a
student’s emotional well-being through creation of a hostile school environment that is so severe or
pervasive as to unreasonably and substantially interfere with a student’s education.

p. Harassment/Bullying means the creation of a hostile environment by conduct or by threats,
intimidation or abuse, including cyberbullying as defined in Education Law §11(8), that
1. has or would have the effect of unreasonably and substantially interfering with a student’s
educational performance, opportunities or benefits, or mental, emotional or physical well-being;
or
2. reasonably causes or would reasonably be expected to cause a student to fear for his or her
physical safety; or
3. reasonably causes or would reasonably be expected to cause physical injury or emotional harm to
a student; or
4. occurs off school property and creates or would foreseeably create a risk of substantial disruption
within the school environment, where it is foreseeable that the conduct, threats, intimidation or
abuse might reach school property. For purposes of this definition, the term “threats, intimidation
or abuse” shall include verbal and nonverbal actions. (Education Law §11[7])

g. Cyberbullying means harassment/bullying, as defined above, through any form of electronic
communication.

r. Sexual Orientation means actual or perceived heterosexuality, homosexuality or bisexuality
(Education Law §11[5]).

s. Violent Student means a student under the age of 21 who uses physical force to intimidate another by
the exhibition of such force. The level of violence will be determined through investigative resources.
Examples of violent conduct include but are not limited to:

1. Commits an act of violence upon a school employee, or attempts to do so.

2. Commits, while on school property or at a school function, an act of violence upon another
student or any other person lawfully on school property or at the school function, or attempts to
do so.

Possesses, while on school property or at a school function, a weapon.

Displays, while on school property or at a school function, what appears to be a weapon.
Threatens, while on school property or at a school function, to use a weapon.

Knowingly and intentionally damages or destroys the personal property of any school employee or
any person lawfully on school property or at a school function.

7. Knowingly and intentionally damages or destroys school district property.

oukw

u. Weapon means a firearm as defined in 18 USC §921 for purposes of the Gun-Free Schools Act and
also includes:

1. afirearm, including, but not limited to, a rifle, shotgun, pistol, handgun, silencer, electronic dart
gun, stun gun, machine gun, air gun, spring gun, BB gun, or paintball gun;

5



N

oukWw

®© N

10.
11.

a switchblade knife, gravity knife, pilum ballistic knife, cane sword, dagger, stiletto, dirk, razor, box
cutter, metal knuckle knife, utility knife, or any other dangerous knife;

a billy club, blackjack, bludgeon, chukka stick, or metal knuckles;

a sandbag or sandclub;

a slingshot

a martial arts instrument, including, but not limited to, a kung fu star, ninja star, nunchuck, or
shirken;

an explosive, including but not limited to, a firecracker or other fireworks;

a deadly or dangerous chemical, including, but not limited to, a strong acid or base, mace, or
pepper spray;

an imitation gun;

loaded or blank cartridges or other ammunition; or

any other device, instrument, material or substance that can cause physical injury or death when
used with the intent to cause physical injury or death.

w. Disruptive Material means distribution of or wearing materials on school grounds or at school
functions that are obscene, inflammatory, advocate illegal action, appear libelous, obstruct the rights of
others, or are disruptive to the school program

Essential Partners

Parents: All parents are expected to:

1. Recognize that the education of their child(ren) is a joint responsibility of the parents and the school
community.
Send their children to school ready to participate and learn.
Ensure their children attend school regularly and on time.

Insist their children be dressed and groomed in a manner consistent with the student dress code.

2
3
4. Ensure absences are excused.
5
6

Help their children understand that in a democratic society appropriate rules are required to
maintain a safe, orderly environment.

7. Know school rules and help their children understand them.

8. Convey to their children a supportive attitude toward education and the district.

9. Build good relationships with teachers, other parents and their children’s friends.

10. Help their children deal effectively with peer pressure.

11. Inform school officials of changes in the home situation that may affect student conduct or
performance.

12. Provide a place for study and ensure homework assignments are completed.

13. Instruct their children as to appropriate bus conduct with an understanding that the behavioral
expectations that apply in the classroom apply to the school bus.

Teachers: All district teachers are expected to:

1. Maintain a climate of mutual respect and dignity, which will strengthen students’ self-concept and
promote confidence to learn.

2. Be prepared to teach.

3. Demonstrate interest in teaching and concern for student achievement.
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Know school policies and rules, and enforce them in a fair and consistent manner.
Communicate to students and parents information they need to assist in the achievement of
curricular objectives.

Communicate to students and parents:

Course objectives and requirements

Marking / grading procedures

Assignment deadlines

Expectations for students

Classroom Discipline plan

Communicate regularly with students, parents and other teachers concerning growth and
achievement

"o oo oo

School Counselors / Social Workers / School Psychologist / Student Service Personnel are expected to:

ok WNE

Assist students in coping with peer pressure and emerging personal, social and emotional problems.
Initiate teacher / student / counselor / parent conferences, as necessary.

Regularly review with students their educational progress and college / career plans.

Provide information to assist students with college / career planning.

Encourage students to benefit from the curriculum and extracurricular programs.

Keep abreast of the information and services available and seek to assist students in dealing with
personal problems when appropriate.

Principal: The Principal is expected to:

1.

Promote a safe, orderly and stimulating school environment by supporting active teaching and
learning.

Ensure that students and staff have the opportunity to communicate regularly with the Principal and
approach the Principal for redress of grievances.

Evaluate all instructional programs on a regular basis.

Support the development of student participation in appropriate extracurricular activities.

Be responsible for enforcing the Code of Conduct and ensuring that all issues are resolved promptly
and fairly.

Maintain open communication between parents and the school.

Superintendent: The Superintendent is expected to:

1.

Promote a safe, orderly and stimulating school environment, supporting active teaching and
learning.

Review with district administrators the policies of the Board of Education and state and federal laws
relating to school operations and management.

Inform the Board about educational trends relating to student discipline.

Work to create instructional programs that minimize problems of misconduct and are sensitive to
student and teacher needs.

Work with district administrators in enforcing the Code of Conduct and ensuring that all cases are
resolved promptly and fairly.



Board of Education: The Board of Education is expected to:

1.

Collaborate with student, teacher, administrator, and parent organizations, school safety personnel
and other school personnel to develop a Code of Conduct that clearly defines expectations for the
conduct of students, district personnel and visitors on school property and at school functions.
Adopt and review at least annually the district’s Code of Conduct to evaluate the code’s effectiveness
and the fairness and consistency of its implementation.

Lead by example by conducting Board meetings in a professional, respectful, courteous manner.

Dignity Act Coordinator: The Dignity Act Coordinator is expected to:

1.

Promote a safe, orderly and stimulating school environment, supporting active teaching and learning
for all students regardless of actual or perceived race, color, weight, national origin, ethnic group,
religion, religious practice, disability, sexual orientation, gender or sex.

Oversee and coordinate the work of the district-wide and building-level bullying prevention
committees.

Identify curricular resources that support infusing civility in classroom instruction and classroom
management; and provide guidance to staff as to how to assess and implement those resources.
Coordinate training in support of the bullying prevention committee.

Be responsible for monitoring and reporting on the effectiveness of the district’s bullying prevention
policy.

Address issues of harassment or any situation that threatens the emotional or physical health or
safety of any student, school employee, or any person who is lawfully on school property or at a
school function.

Address personal biases that may prevent equal treatment of all students in the school or classroom
setting.

For further information, contact Danielle Dean (PreK-6) or Jesse Hamilton (7-12), Dignity Act
Coordinators at (585) 658-3331

School Resource Officer: The School Resource Officer is expected to:

1.

Assist students, parents/guardians, teachers, and administrators as well as other staff with
sustaining a safe school environment.

Serve as an active law enforcement official on campus and at school sponsored events to assist with
emergencies or crises which require police action.

If necessary, the SRO has the authority to make an arrest when a crime of a serious nature is
committed.

The School Resource Officer does not work for MMCSD. The School Resource Officer (SRO) is provided
by the Livingston County Sheriff's Department. School personnel do not have jurisdiction over law
enforcement decisions or actions. The MMCSD and the Livingston County Sheriff’s Department are
collaborative partners working to ensure our school and community are a great place to live, learn, and

play.



IV.  Student Rights and Responsibilities

We believe that by accepting and fulfilling appropriate responsibilities, individuals will come to value
resultant privileges. Responsibility is inherent in the exercise of every right and it must be emphasized

that lack of responsibility means a weakening of rights.

IT IS THE STUDENT'’S RIGHT TO:

IT IS THE STUDENT’S RESPONSIBILITY TO:

Attend school in the district in which his / her parent or

legal guardian resides.

Attend school daily, except whenill, and be on time to
all classes.

Express his / her opinions verbally.

Express his / her opinions and ideas in a respectful
manner so as not to offend, slander, or restrict the
rights and privileges of others.

Dress in such a way as to express his / her personality.

Dress so as not to endanger physical health and
safety, be unduly distractive, or limit participation in
school activities.

Expect that the school will be an orderly place for all
students to gain an education.

Be aware of all rules and expectations regulating
student behavior and conduct him / herself in
accordance with these guidelines.

Be afforded due process in the event of disciplinary
action brought against him / her including suspension
and / or expulsion.

Be willing to volunteer information in disciplinary
cases if he / she has knowledge of importance in such
a case.

Be represented by an active student government
selected by free school elections.

Take an active part in student government by running
for office, or conscientiously voting for the best
candidate and making his / her problems known to
the representatives.

Be afforded equal and appropriate educational
opportunities.

Be aware of available educational programs in order
to use and develop capabilities to the maximum.

Be afforded channels of communication to the Board
of Education.

Express views concerning the operation of the school
systems with supporting rationale.

Be afforded the opportunity to develop school
publications and communications such as a school
newspaper and newsletter articles.

Refrain from libel and obscenity, and observe the
normal rules for responsible journalism.

Be afforded the opportunity to participate on athletic
teams, regardless of sex, except pursuant to
regulations of the State Education Commissioner.

Be physically fit and have an aptitude for the athletic
event(s).

Be afforded the opportunity to participate in
extracurricular activities.

Be aware of all rules and expectations governing
participation and conduct him / herself in accordance
with these guidelines.




Have access to relevant and objective

information concerning drug and alcohol abuse as well
as access to individual individuals or agencies capable
of providing direct assistance to students with severe
personal problems.

Be aware of the information and to seek assistance in
dealing with personal problems when appropriate.

Have his / her student records available for inspection
by his / her parent or legal guardian upon request, or
by the student him / herself, if 18 years of age or older.

Be aware of the right to access and guidelines
governing such access.

Be free from unreasonable intrusion upon his / her
person or property by school personnel and / or police
agencies.

Be aware of actions which constitute serious and
dangerous wrongdoing and refrain from such acts -
possession of contraband, drugs, etc.

Be free from discriminatory practices.

Refrain from participating in any discriminatory
practices against others- students, teachers, staff, etc.

Be respected as an individual entitled to his/her
personal dignity and integrity.

Demonstrate appreciation for the dignity and integrity
of all.

V. Student Use Guidelines For Internet Access - Mt. Morris Central School District

The Mt. Morris Central School District offers Internet access as a research tool and as an aid to classroom
instruction and learning. Access to information resources provided on the Internet will permit our
students to gain technological proficiency and improve the quality of their educational experience.

Our goal in providing this service is to promote educational excellence by facilitating resource sharing,
innovation and communication. We believe the Internet offers a unique educational resource to both

students and teachers.

A. What is the Internet?

The Internet is an international network of “host” computers that store and relay information,
connecting millions of subscribers all over the world. Subscribers have access to a wide variety of
communication and retrieval systems including electronic mail, newsgroups, chat rooms, automatic
mailing list services and, most notably, the World Wide Web. These systems may be used to transmit or
receive text, sound, pictures and moving video images, and to obtain information on a particular topic or
to exchange ideas. Among other things, the Internet serves as a means for accessing the following:

Libraries and museums throughout the world.
Educational, commercial and governmental data bases.

National and international news mediums.

Software libraries.
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College and university information sites.
Communication with teachers, authors, experts and other students around the globe.

The Internet presents a dynamic medium to the “information superhighway” of educational, economic,
political and social information.

B. How is it used in our schools?

Internet access will be provided to the Mt. Morris Central School District students as a research tool and
aid for classroom assignments, classroom instruction and learning. Students will not have an individual
account. Access will be available in the school library and other designated areas in the school building.
Students will not be authorized to access the Internet via the school provider from home or a location
other than the designated school sites. Classroom teachers and library media specialists will provide
instruction, direction and support for students’ Internet use at the school.

Student users must comply with all restrictions, limitations, prohibitions, and responsibilities of the
Internet service providers. In addition, transmission of any material in violation of any United States or
state regulation is strictly prohibited. This includes, but is not limited to, copyrighted material,
threatening or obscene material, or material protected by trade secrets. Finally, student users must
comply with the Generally Accepted Use Policies and Rules for the Internet, which are attached to these
Guidelines.

C. Eligibility for Access to Internet at School

Access to the Internet will be provided to all students at school unless the district has received written
notification from the student’s parent or guardian that the student may not have access to the Internet.
Use of the Internet is to support the student’s classroom and instructional work.

D. Access to Records

The district retains the right to monitor use of the Internet by a student to assure compliance with
applicable laws, rules and regulations, as well as the Accepted Use Policies and Rules. This includes
accessing stored information, reviewing logs of incoming and outgoing information and messages, as
well as the content of that information. There can thus be no expectation of privacy with respect to a
student’s use of the Internet.

E. Disclaimer of Responsibility

Use of any information obtained via school district access to the Internet is at the user’s own risk. The
Mt. Morris Central School district exercises no control over the content of the information available on
the Internet.

Some systems may contain defamatory, inaccurate, abusive, obscene, vulgar, profane, offensive, sexually
oriented, threatening, racially offensive or illegal material. Parents of minors who have access to the
Internet should be aware of the existence of such material and the ability of students to access this
material through the Internet (either at school or home). As a result, the district disclaims any
responsibility for inappropriate or objectionable materials which a student may obtain through school
use of the Internet. Students who knowingly bring such material into the school environment will be
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subject to disciplinary sanctions including, but not limited to: termination of access privileges;
suspension of academic and / or extracurricular privileges; and expulsion.

F.

Violations of Guidelines

Students who violate these guidelines and the attached Accepted Use Policies and Rules are subject to
losing eligibility to use the Internet and to discipline under student discipline rules. All students are
expected to follow the guidelines set forth by the Chromebook Policy Handbook.

G.

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Accepted Use Policies And Rules

Internet access is expressly limited to classroom research and as an aid to classroom instruction and
learning unless otherwise authorized in writing by a student’s Principal.

Use of school computers and / or Internet access for personal and commercial advertising (including
services) or for-profit purposes is prohibited.

Users shall use only their authorized pass-code / identification code, and may not use others’
pass-codes / identification codes, or otherwise misrepresent their use of the Internet.

Users shall not seek information on, obtain copies of, or modify files, other data, or passwords
belonging to other users, without the permission of the other user.

Students are not authorized or permitted to access the Internet via the school provider from home
or any location other than a designated school location.

Users shall not use language that is vulgar, profane, obscene, offensive, abusive, sexually oriented,
racial, threatening, inaccurate, and / or defamatory.

Users shall not reveal the home address, telephone number or other personal and / or private
information of any other person, including students, parents, teachers, and administrators

Student Internet access is conditioned upon that student’s compliance with the district’s Code of
Conduct.

The accumulation of information and email through means other than collection by the classroom
teacher is prohibited.

All communications and information accessible via the school network and / or Internet access
should be assumed to be subject to copyright, patent and trademark laws, unless otherwise stated.
No use of the school network or Internet access shall serve to disrupt the use of the network or
Internet by others.

Use of the school’s network or Internet access to infiltrate a computer or computing system is strictly
prohibited.

The installation of software for use on district computers is strictly prohibited, without prior written
approval of the student’s Principal. Furthermore, district hardware and / or software shall not be
destroyed, modified or misused in any way.

Use of the network to access or process pornographic, vulgar, profane, obscene, offensive, abusive,
sexually oriented, racial, threatening, inaccurate, defamatory, illegal, or files dangerous to the
integrity of the local area network is prohibited.
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VI. Driving and Parking on Campus

Student parking is available to students (seniors have priority and then juniors) on a first-come first
served basis. Permits may not be sold or transferred. Students must park in the designated student
parking area. Students may not park in any staff, visitor, reserved space, or in a designated “No Parking
Area”. Parking is a privilege that can and will be revoked if a student is not meeting expectations. If a
student is parked illegally, they will be issued a warning ticket. When the school’s records indicate a prior
parking violation, the student’s vehicle will be towed away and stored at the owner’s expense.
Additionally, the student will be issued a disciplinary referral. Vehicles should be locked. Although the
parking lot is patrolled, parking is at the student’s own risk. Mount Morris School assumes no liability for
damaged or vandalized vehicles. Parking a vehicle on campus entitles an administrator to search the
vehicle upon reasonable suspicion that a school rule/regulation or law has been violated. The general
rules for driving and parking are as follows:

1. Students must park in designated student areas.

2. The speed limit on campus is 15 miles per hour. Slower speeds are required as per weather conditions
and parking lot congestion.

3. A complete stop must be made at all stop signs.

4. Students may not loiter in the parking lot or in vehicles.

5. Mount Morris High School reserves the right to tow vehicles on school grounds.

6. Students violating traffic law or the Code of Conduct may be subject to school imposed discipline
including suspension from school. In addition, law enforcement may be contacted.

VII. School and Class Attendance

This policy is intended to assure that students exercise their rights and meet their responsibility to
attend school. The Board believes that attendance and achievement are directly related and that student
absence from the classroom hurts both student learning and the educational program. Therefore, this
policy is designed to promote high levels of attendance, and to assure district compliance with
Commissioner’s Regulation 104.1 by requiring the maintenance of an accurate record of attendance,
establishing procedures for addressing unexcused absences, and ensuring a process for continuing
review and, where needed, improvement in district attendance procedures.

Attendance and Course Credit

The district expects all parents and students to share its commitment to maximum responsible
attendance and to make every effort to avoid unnecessary absences from school. District personnel will
collaborate with parents and students to resolve issues that impede school attendance. Because
attendance is a vital component of learning and achievement, the district, under the procedures set
forth in this policy and in administrative regulations, may deny course credit to students whose
attendance falls below 85 percent of the scheduled class meetings. For year-long courses, this is
equivalent to 26 absences from class. This provision applies only to courses that carry units of credit
toward high school graduation.
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All absences, excused and unexcused, will apply in the calculation of a student’s eligibility for course
credit. However, prior to the denial of credit, the building principal will conduct a thorough review of
the student’s pattern of attendance and of the reasons for the excessive absences. The review will
involve dialogue with the student’s parents, and will normally include fact-finding and
recommendations from other school personnel as designated by the principal.

Based on the review, the principal is authorized to determine whether credit will be denied or whether
the student may remain provisionally eligible for credit under specified conditions regarding future
attendance. Pursuant to the regulations established by the Superintendent, parents of any student who
risks losing credit for absences will be notified in a timely manner, and parents and school personnel will
intervene in an effort to improve attendance and thereby to avoid denial of credit.

Tardies
The school day begins at 8:02 A.M. All students are expected to be at school on time. Students that are
late to school are considered to be tardy. For every three tardies, students will receive a detention.

Attendance and Extracurricular Activities and Athletic Events
The district expects all students participating in extracurricular and athletic events to be in attendance in

school by 8:02 A.M. to participate that day (unless a legal excuse is provided). Any student who is not in
attendance at school at all may not be eligible to participate in extracurricular activities that day unless
they were in attendance at a school-related function (i.e. field trip).

Intervention Prior to Denial of Credit for Absence

Attendance in class is vital to school completion. For courses that carry a unit of credit toward high
school graduation, credit may be denied when a student’s attendance falls below the minimum standard
set forth by the Board of Education.

When a student’s absences from a class reach half the number of absences that could result in denial of
credit, the school will inform parents that the student’s eligibility for credit is at risk. School officials

will collaborate with the student’s parents to improve attendance and thereby to avoid the denial of
credit for absence.

Classification of Absences

Each student absence, tardiness, and early departure from scheduled instruction will be classified and
recorded as “excused” or “unexcused” based on the reason for the absence. Unexcused absences,
signing out early from school and coming in late, will result in consequences when students develop a
pattern of behavior that is disrupting their learning.

Excused absences may be for the following reasons:

- Personal illness or hospitalization

- Medical or dental appointment that cannot be scheduled outside school hours
- Death in the family

- Religious observance

- Legal obligation (e.g., required to be in court)
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- Authorized school activities (e.g., field trips, music lessons, etc.)
- College visits
- Other reasons as may be approved by the principal and are consistent with the intent of the policy.

Absences for any reason other than those listed above are unexcused. Such absences include, but are
not limited to:

- Family vacation

- Oversleeping

- Babysitting

- Car trouble

- Take your child to work day

- Truancy/class cut

VIIl. Student Dress Code

All students are expected to give proper attention to personal cleanliness and to dress appropriately for
school and school functions. Students and their parents have the primary responsibility for acceptable
student dress and appearance in the school setting.

A student’s dress, grooming and appearance, including hairstyle / color, jewelry, makeup and nails, shall
meet the following standards:

1. Meet the school’s standards of safety, decency, and health, and must not be distracting or immodest.

2. Clothing that is revealing is not appropriate. This includes articles such as tube tops, net tops, halter
tops, spaghetti straps (of less than one-inch width), plunging necklines (front or back), see-through
garments, etc. Shirts must be of length that covers cleavage and midriff. Dresses, skirts and shorts
must be of a length at or below the fingertips when arms are fully extended at the side (with
shoulders relaxed).

3. Ensure that undergarments are completely covered with outerwear.

4. Include footwear at all times. Footwear that is a safety hazard (such as very high heels) will not be
allowed.

5. Not permit the wearing of hats, hoods or bandanas within the school building.

6. Notinclude items that are vulgar, obscene, libelous, or denigrate others on account of race, color,
religion, creed, national origin, gender, sexual orientation or disability (ex. rebel flag)

7. Not promote and / or endorse the use of alcohol, tobacco or illegal drugs and / or encourage other
illegal or violent activities.

The Principal or his or her designee shall be responsible for informing all students and their parents of
the student dress code at the beginning of the school year and any revisions to the dress code made
during the school year.

Students who violate the student dress code shall be required to modify their appearance by covering or
removing the offending item and, if necessary or practical, replacing it with an acceptable item. Any
student who refuses to do so shall be subject to discipline, up to and including in-school suspension for
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the day. Any student who repeatedly fails to comply with the dress code shall be subject to further
discipline, up to and including out-of school suspension.

IX. Prohibited Student Conduct

The Board of Education expects all students to conduct themselves in an appropriate and civil manner,
with proper regard for the rights and welfare of other students, district personnel and other members of
the school community, and for the care of school facilities and equipment.

The best discipline is self-imposed, and students must learn to assume and accept responsibility for their
own behavior, as well as the consequences of their misbehavior.

The Board recognizes the need to make its expectations for student conduct while on school property or
engaged in a school function specific and clear. The rules of conduct listed below are intended to do that
and focus on safety and respect for the rights and property of others. Students who will not accept
responsibility for their own behavior and who violate these school rules will be required to accept the
penalties for their conduct.

Students may be subject to disciplinary action, up to and including suspension from school, when they:
Engage in conduct that is disorderly and / or disruptive. Examples may include, but are not limited to:

1. Being tardy to class.
> Students are expected to follow their schedule and have 4 minutes to travel between
classes. Being Tardy to a class disrupts the learning of others and is the kind of habit that
leads to unsuccessful employment. All tardy to class referrals will result in a day of lunch
detention. Students who are persistently tardy will be met with progressive discipline.

2. Running in hallways.

Making unreasonable noise.

4. Indecent, grossly inconsiderate behavior, obscene gestures, exposing others to highly offensive
conditions including obscene, suggestive or inappropriate printed material and a complete disregard
for the privacy of others or yourself. NOTE: Language which may be acceptable in private may not be
considered acceptable in a school situation.

5. Obstructing vehicular or pedestrian traffic or any violations of the student driving / parking policy.

Engaging in any act which disrupts the normal operation of the school community.

7. Trespassing: Students are not permitted in the school building or on any school property without
proper authorization. In addition, students are not permitted on the property of neighboring
property owners, such as walking across their property or using their property as a place to
congregate, without the specific authorization of the property owner. Student trespassing on
neighboring property directly impacts the District’s relationships with its neighbors, who as
taxpayers support the District’s operations, and will thus be subject to disciplinary action under the
Code of Conduct.

8. Computer / electronic communications misuse, including any unauthorized use of computers,
software, or internet/intranet account; accessing inappropriate websites; or any other violation of
the district’s acceptable use policy.

w
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