
 

Dear Kelso Families, 

This is the weekly status update, which occurs each Tuesday.  

As you are aware, there continues to be a rise in daily COVID-19 cases in our county. We are committed, 
more than ever, to the health and safety of our students and staff and continue to be in constant 
communication with the Department of Health.   

Cowlitz County in HIGH 
The most current Cowlitz County School Metrics Report (November 23) shows local COVID-19 activity at 
250 cases per 100,000 people in the reporting period of 11/4 – 11/17. Our county is in the high level for 
the third week in a row. The positivity rate is 12.6%, which is above the level at which the state 
recommends caution for school reopening. As of 11/23, Hospitalizations for Cowlitz County residents 
are at 11; 0 are hospitalized inside Cowlitz County.  

Grades K-5 remain in Hybrid; Grades 6-8 and 12 return to Remote Dec 1 
In the past three weeks, we have seen a significant increase in our county’s COVID-19 cases.   Although 
school-based transmission rates remain very low (still just one case in Kelso since September), out of 
caution and based upon guidance from the Cowlitz County Health and Human Services Department, the 
following adjustments to our hybrid model are effective Tuesday, December 1 (Monday, November 30 is 
a non-school day): 

• K-2:  Remain in hybrid 2 days a week, as is 
• 3-5:  Remain in hybrid 1 day per week, as is 
• 6-8 and Seniors:  RETURN TO FULL REMOTE 
• 9-11 remains in remote 
• Specialized groups:   Special Education, English Language Learners, Internet Café – remain 

unchanged 
 

Please be reminded that students in full remote learning are expected to complete their assignments 
and attend via zoom while at home. Your child’s learning schedule will be emailed from the home 
school.   

Transportation for elementary, Special Education, and Internet Café students will continue as 
usual.  Meal distribution services will also continue. 

While we understand the remote learning model is not optimal for all students, we are committed to 
giving our best effort to make sure we continue to meet students’ needs.  With tenacious 
determination, we will continue to deliver quality instruction and social-emotional support to all our 
students. 

KSD COVID-19 Dashboard 
Kelso School District is committed to providing a safe and secure environment for our students and staff 
and maintaining open and transparent communication with our families. We have implemented a 
COVID-19 dashboard, which provides:  

https://bit.ly/cc-metrics
https://www.co.cowlitz.wa.us/DocumentCenter/View/21489/23-November-Daily-Data-Summary
https://www.kelso.wednet.edu/o/ksd/page/transportation--647
https://www.kelso.wednet.edu/o/ksd/page/distance-learning-meals
https://bit.ly/ksd-c19


• classroom or school closures recommended by Cowlitz County Department of Health due to 
COVID-19 activity 

• confirmed positive school-based COVID-19 cases in students  

The information contained is for school-based cases only. That means only confirmed positive COVID-19 
cases that were acquired at school will be shown. The dashboard can be found at bit.ly/ksd-c19.  

Daily Health Check Reminder 
Please remember to perform the required daily health check on your child every morning before 
sending them to school. Additionally, this form must be signed and on file at your child’s school. (Form 
in Spanish and in Chuukese)  

 

Resources to Watch 

• Cowlitz County School Metrics Webpage - Our county data report is released each Monday and 
includes a Reopening Schools section. 

• Department of Health Decision Tree – This framework assists local health officers and school 
administrators in deciding whether to resume in-person instruction for public and private K-12 
schools during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

As always, if you have any questions, feel free to email me.  

Respectfully, 

Mary Beth Tack, Superintendent 
marybeth.tack@kelsosd.org  

https://bit.ly/ksd-c19
https://5il.co/lbdo
https://5il.co/lbdp
https://5il.co/mk7h
http://www.co.cowlitz.wa.us/2750/COVID-19-Data-Reports-and-Presentations
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/1600/coronavirus/DecisionTree-K12schools.pdf
mailto:marybeth.tack@kelsosd.org

