
Meet the Teachers: 

Mr. Ian Ball—iball@lincolnlutheran.org  

 Classes:  English 2  

 Education:  Bachelor of Arts in English– University of California, Santa Barbara, CA 

                                    

Mrs. Jennifer Duitsman—jduitsman@lincolnlutheran.org  

 Classes:   English 1, English 4, Interpersonal Communications  

 Education:  Bachelor of Science in Secondary Education, LTD—Concordia University, Seward, NE 

                      Master of Education, Literacy and Reading Specialist—Concordia University, Seward, NE 

         

Mr. Matt Kristalyn—mkristalyn@lincolnlutheran.org  

 Classes:   English 7, English 8,  Journalism  

 Education:    Bachelor of Arts in English—Concordia University, Seward, NE 

               Masters of Science, Curriculum and Instruction—Concordia University, Seward, NE  

                        

Mrs. Laura Stumpf—lstumpf@lincolnlutheran.org  

 Classes:  Reading and Language Arts (6th Grade) 

 Education:  Bachelor of Arts in Elementary Education—University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ 

                          Masters of Art in Literacy—Concordia University, Seward, NE         

The English Department exists to encourage and develop students to be life-long readers, writers, speakers, and 

learners who encounter the world through the lens of their Christian faith. Our primary focus is to understand that 

each individual's story is a portion of God's redemption story. This is achieved through the reading of various genres 

that reflect both sinful and righteous worldviews, as well as writing that explores the human experience.   



 

Middle School 
6th-Grade Reading and Language Arts 
6th-Grade Reading and Language Arts consists of students writing in narrative expository and persuasive genres.  Students will work 
to understand poetry in both examination-in-reading and by writing.  Students support their thoughts through text passages,           
inferencing skills, and the use of non-fiction text structures.  
Texts for the Course:  A Long Walk to Water, Home of the Brave, Wonder, Bridge to Terabithia, The Mighty Mars Rovers,             
The Giver, and various short stories and poems  
 
7th Grade English:   Recognizing Individual Voice  
English 7 is designed to build on the ideas learned in 6th-Grade Language Arts while laying a foundation for the following years. 
This is accomplished through the reading of gradually more challenging texts, practicing a variety of writing modes, and reiterating 
previously learned concepts, while strengthening our skills to increase knowledge.  
Texts for the Course:  Devil on my Heels, Lupita Manana and various poems and short stories  
 
8th Grade English:  Solidifying Voice 
The primary focus of English 8 is to solidify previous concepts into one personal voice. This is achieved through the departure of 
standard writing structure into the individuality of creative writing, coupled with meeting dynamic, contradictory characters in      
literature. Students also demonstrate mastery of the basic parts of speech through a year-long study of grammar and the “Six Traits of 
Writing”.  
Texts for the Course:  The Outsiders, A Wrinkle in Time, The Horse and His Boy, Bronx Masquerade, various poems & short stories 
 

High School 
English 1:  Stories/Finding Voice 
This course is designed to help determine who we are as God’s children and as members of society by finding our voices through our 
literature, our writing, and communicating with one another. We will explore the different aspects of what helps us become the    
people we are, and how we can use that voice to tell our own stories and use our strengths and God-given abilities to better           
understand the world around us.  
Texts for the course:  Night, Speak, To Kill a Mockingbird, Dead Poet’s Society, Romeo and Juliet, Lord of the Flies,  
The Odyssey and various short stories & poems 
 
English 2:  Using Voice 
Students will develop the skills learned in previous courses through a focus on persuasive writing, analyzing ideas, and developing 
their own ideas, to increase creative and critical thinking through writing. Students will also work to build logical thinking and     
argumentation by learning to interpret logical fallacies and avoid them in their own writing. We will also strive to continue to learn 
and acknowledge the connections between our own stories and those of others through reading many, varied perspectives.  
Texts for the course:  And Then There Were None, Julius Caesar, Of Mice and Men, To Touch the Top of the World and various    
stories & poems 
 
English 3:  Applying Voice 
English 3 is a course that explores voice with an emphasis on realizing who we are as individual writers and readers. The goal of this 
course is to expand our knowledge of American authors through examination of a variety of themes and voices from throughout   
history in order to recognize where our own stories fit into the big picture. Students will also work on understanding formal,         
academic writing. They will build on previous knowledge to further develop the necessary skills to communicate thoughts and ideas 
clearly and effectively. Throughout the course, students will strive to recognize who they are as God’s children and understand how 
they can use their voice. 
Text for the course:  The Kite Runner, The Crucible, The Great Gatsby, A Raisin in the Sun and various short stories & poems 
 
English 4:  Mastering Voice 
A student who successfully completes this course should have experiences that help to build an understanding of a wide variety of  
literary concepts. The course should enable the student to build a love of reading, an appreciation for literature, and the ability to  
understand the complexities of stories and the power that they carry. Students will be able to make connections between literature and 
life and see how we can better understand the world around us through the exploration and analysis of literature, research, and our 
communities. Finally, students will work to create a lasting implementation of vocation as they find meaningful ways to contribute to 
society and reflect Christ through the use of their voice.  
Text for the course:  Stories & Poetry, Hamlet, Fahrenheit 451, Things Fall Apart, V for Vendetta, self-selected and literature  
circle novels. 
 
Interpersonal Communications 
In this course, students will explore how to engage with self and others in a God-honoring and genuine way. Our focus will be     
considering types of communication and engagement in the 21st Century. Areas of focus will include self-identity and self-talk, small 
group theory, community formation, digital citizenship, and situational cues which help in understanding what type of discourse to 
engage in. Included in this focus are relationships of all levels, from familial to formal, and the types of communication required at 
each level. Students will look at the ever-expanding media of communication. There will be a large focus on oral communication, 
including three formal speaking opportunities, while also looking at written and visual communications and how those affect our  
understanding and perception of others.  


