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Dear Fellow Comets, 
 
I would like to thank you for your support of the District, the referendum, and our staff.  With the 
passing of the referendum, we now move into finalizing the plans.  Groundbreaking will begin in the 
early Spring once the frost is out of the ground.  Thank you again for your support! 
 
Last night there was an emergency board meeting to discuss a recommendation by Walworth County 
Health Department to move back to Phase 1.  I shared with the Board what other school districts are 
considering/doing.  I shared our reported positive COVID-19 numbers since the start of the school 
year.  They are as follows: a total of 55 cases across the buildings between students & staff since 
September 1st.  Weekly reports are found on our website. 

■ 6 reported cases at Turtle Creek 
■ 6 reported cases at Darien 
■ 22 reported cases at Phoenix 
■ 21 reported cases at High School 

 
Please know that after contact tracing is completed, we still do not see community spread. We 
acknowledge there is an increase in positive cases in our community and state, but the Health 
Department acknowledges it is the responsibility of individual school boards to make the decisions on 
face-to-face, hybrid, or virtual. 
 
At the meeting, the School Board made the decision (6-0) to stay the course, remain open as long as 
we can, allowing flexibility to make necessary decisions based on staffing or potential exposure.  We 
know the work our teachers, staff, and administrators do is essential for the best learning 
experiences.  
 
We continue to ask for your support in monitoring your children for symptoms, ensuring they only 
come to school when they are healthy, reminding them of the importance of wearing a face covering, 
social distancing, and proper hand sanitizing.  This will be especially important during this holiday 
season.  If your child has symptoms over the break, please let us know this information by calling 
your child’s school on Monday, Nov. 30th.  Please do not send them to school with symptoms. 
 
Thank you for your continued support.  Happy Thanksgiving.  Here are a few suggestions from the 
Health Dept. on having a successful holiday (here and here).  
 
Comet Proud, 
Jill Sorbie, EdD District Calendar Events: 
District Administrator / Director of Instruction 12/23 through 1/3- Winter Holiday Break 
 
 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WuSSSQ198uY54avjRVZdHT2RE1vqT0bg/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NjixYlRRvseuvbSlxfiO_tDl-UKydLnJ/view?usp=sharing


 

Delavan-Darien High School 
Delavan-Darien High School has begun our progression to making sure all students are on track for 
earning credits at the end of the semester (January 21, 2021).  When we return from the Winter 

Break (Dec. 23 - Jan. 3) students will have 14 academic days to complete 
work for their courses.  December only holds 16 student contact days. 
Consequently, ⅔ of the semester is already gone which doesn’t leave 
students a lot of time to make adjustments to their grades.  It is the 
responsibility of the student and parent/guardian to know how they are 

performing academically.  If you haven’t logged into your parent portal recently, we encourage you to 
do so immediately so you can be on top of students academic performance. 
 

Speaking of end of the semester, our final exam schedule for first 
semester will be January 19 (full day, block schedule, exam periods 1, 3, 
5 & 7), January 20 (full day, block schedule, exam periods 2, 4, 6 & 8), 
and January 21st (make-up exams for those students that miss January 
19 or 20, or previously scheduled an exam on this date).  
 

As we look forward to the second semester, we have our students preparing for the ACT exam. 
DDHS is the only school in the Southern Lakes Conference that offers its students free opportunities 

to take the practice ACT exam.  We have two free sessions remaining, the 
next occurring on Saturday, January 9, and the last opportunity on 
Saturday, February 20.  Students are expected to sign-up in the Student 
Services Office at DDHS at least one week in advance of the practice exam, 
and then show up around 7:40 AM on the morning of the exam with both #2 
pencils and a calculator.  Again, these practices sessions are free to all 

DDHS students in grades 8-12.  Yes, 
8th graders and all DDHS students 
are eligible to partake in this free 
resource.  Our first practice test this 
year went extremely well.  We had 
just over 40 students attend and all 
wore masks and were socially 
distanced during the exam. 

 

Finally, we would like to congratulate our Boys’ Soccer Team, our Girls’ 
Swimming Team, and our One Act Play Thespians on having had 
exceptional fall seasons.  Our Boys’ Soccer Team qualified for the WIAA 
State Soccer Tournament while Maggie Person, a member of our Girls’ 
Swimming Team, qualified for the WIAA State Individual Swimming 
Tournament.  Our One Act Plays were successfully presented as well, 

on Nov. 21 & 22.  We are thankful our students had these opportunities while 
remaining hopeful that we will experience similar opportunities & successes in our 
upcoming winter athletics and activities. 
 

 



 

Phoenix Middle School 
Phoenix Middle School staff and students have been working hard during the month of November. 
Our staff participated in school-wide and student specific data meetings to determine appropriate 
opportunities and supports for our students.  This month students started in their PIE group.  PIE 
stands for Prevention, Intervention, and Enrichment.  Students participate in their PIE group four days 
a week and have homeroom one day a week.  PIE groups are focused on reading intervention, math 
intervention, reading enrichment, book clubs, Spanish book clubs, homework help, research, tutoring, 
and music options.  Students will remain in this PIE group until after we take the winter MAP test to 
reassess our student progress.  

 
 
During the month of November, our student services staff also put together a week of different 
lessons and activities focused around bullying prevention and awareness.  Students wore orange to 
promote bully awareness.  We also did lessons around our StopIt App, which allows anyone to 
anonymously report anything going on within the building.  Lastly, students participated in a door 
decorating contest.  

 
 
Trimester 1 ends on Tuesday, December 1st.  We continue to encourage students and parents to 
check in on the status of their grades in each of their courses as we make the final push to the end of 
the first trimester.  While checking grades on Infinite Campus, we would encourage parents to take 
the opportunity for their child to show them how they access their materials online through Schoology. 
This will help parents to know where to locate missing work or to see what students are working on 
every day.  
 



 

Darien Elementary 
November has been another busy month here at Darien Elementary School.  Staff and students have 
been working on various academic standards in all content areas.  In English Language Arts and 
Spanish Language Arts in dual language classrooms, students have been 
working with a pilot program called Benchmark.  There are many 
components to this program which the staff and students are becoming 
familiar with.  Literature circles and conferencing have been an additional 
focus for those students who are at or above grade level.  Staff also 
continue with the small group reading lessons for students below grade 
level.  Writing is also a focus during ELA/SLA.  The reading specialists 
have also uploaded a reading log in which students are to record their 
daily reading minutes in which they can earn a Golden Starbuck worth 5 
regular Starbucks!  Please encourage your child to read nightly! 

 
In mathematics, students continue to focus on learning their 
multiplication and division math facts. While third graders are learning 
and understanding the math behind the basic facts, students in fourth 
grade are working on two digit multiplication and division problems. 
Multi-digit addition and subtraction problems are reviewed as well. 
Teachers took advantage of the nice weather and got students outside 
to do some math work recently as well.  
 

Teachers have been assigning skills in Dreambox (online math support 
program) that students need to focus more time on as well.  Students should be 
logging into the program each night and spending 15-20 minutes working on 
their Dreambox work.  
 

In Science our students have been 
conducting hands-on investigations regarding 
various types of forces and energy.  Third 
graders used forces to make a toy car move 
while fourth graders created a simple circuit 
to light a bulb.  

 
Social Studies has included learning about the regions of the United States 
as well as key text features within the textbooks.  The teachers are 
integrating many concepts from English Language Arts into the lessons as 
well.  
 
Our students continue to learn and grow no matter the location. When students are not able to be 
present for learning, they have access to the lesson on our Learning Management System, 
Schoology.  They are becoming proficient in the use of technology as another form of learning.  
 

 



 

Turtle Creek Elementary 
By starting off our month with a teacher inservice day, staff were able to continue to dive into their 
instructional focus areas and plan for upcoming lessons and use of 
priority standards. As a building, we have focused heavily on Literacy and 
the importance of students having a solid foundational skill set.  We have 
been diving into our current ELA resource, Benchmark, to target the 
Phonics lessons and ensure that students are weaving these skills into 
various lesson components throughout the day.  For example, if students 
are working on syllables in their phonics lesson, then the teacher is being 
very intentional in their teaching to weave this skill into their shared 
reading, writing and guided reading lessons. This helps to build 
transference of skills. Teachers are building in creative ways to engage 
the students in their learning, such as the use of shaving cream to 
practice letter sounds/ID and sight words.  
 

In Science, students are having fun learning hands on and applying 
their learning to experiments. Mrs. Elmore’s 5K Dual Language class 
is learning about Force and Motion. They used a variety of objects 
and used the force of the objects to make their objects move. 
Students had fun problem solving and analyzing what they could do 
differently to make their objects move! What true Scientists!  
 
 

We also had a great week with weather in November and Mrs. Akey took 
her students out for Math to allow students to practice their math flash 
cards. This is part of their daily math practice and helps with overall fact 
fluency. Teachers continue to plan for differentiated instruction by using 
their unit assessments to drive their teaching. Teachers are targeting the 
major standards (Numbers and Operations, Operations and Algebraic 
Thinking, and Counting and Cardinality) within their daily instruction and 
assigned lessons through the online platform Dreambox.  
 
In the next month’s newsletter, we will target a few other instructional focus 
areas such as Social Studies and Handwriting Without Tears. 
 
Upcoming Dates: 
12/1: End of Trimester 1 
12/16: No 4K due to monthly Outreach event 
 

 


