
LATHROP R-II ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Chauncey Rardon, Elementary Principal

700 Center Street
Lathrop, MO 64465

Phone or Fax: 816-710-6114

Dear Lathrop Elementary Parents,

Lathrop Elementary strives to continue to improve the way we do things on a daily
basis. Based on the recent surveys we received, there continues to be concerns
regarding how our parking lot functions in the mornings at drop off and in the
afternoons during pick up.
During the many years I have been principal, we have tried several different ways to
streamline this process to ensure both safety and timeliness. Our current system of
each classroom teacher waiting with their students has definitely increased the safety
aspect.
Students and parents using the fire lane outside the elementary entryway in order to
cross the parking lot has provided a much safer alternative to simply weaving across
through the cars during our busy pick up time. Drivers now know to stop at the
crossing when driving through the lot.
The timeliness of dropping off and picking up students tends to be a common
concern. Below are a few ideas to help improve this process.

● Use both lanes for pick up, not just the one closest to the sidewalk. Avoid
picking up or dropping off in the exit lane (3rd lane closest to parking spots)

● Avoid leaving your vehicle while in the pick up line. Park in a parking spot if
you want to get out of your car. (child locks is the exception to this
suggestion, sometimes parents must open doors to let their child out)

● If possible, have your child enter on the passenger side of the car (facing the
school) because it is easier to see them getting in and out.

● Limit conversations with teachers while picking up. (We would love to visit
with you about your child, just not in the pick up line)

● Avoid turning left when leaving the parking lot. Traffic will flow much
smoother if everyone turns right when leaving the school.

● If you are picking up a child who is in the walker line, please have them
dismissed with car riders. The walker line must wait for the buses to leave.

● A map has been attached to help provide a visual of our parking lot.

Thank you for your continued support of Lathrop Elementary and our programs.

Sincerely,

Chauncey Rardon
Elementary Principal


