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For Immediate Press Release:

10-20-22

The Lathrop R-II School Board is pleased to announce that Dr. Adam Willard has accepted their
offer to become the next superintendent starting with the 2023-2024 school year.  The search
effort by the school board was supported by the Missouri Association of Rural Education.

Originally from Chillicothe, MO, Dr. Willard is currently the superintendent at Walnut Grove in
Southwest Missouri.  He will be replacing Chris Fine who is retiring at the end of this school year
after serving the Lathrop School District for the past 18 years.

While accepting the offer, Dr. Willard stated, “My family and I could not be more excited for the
opportunity to move to Lathrop, MO. I am grateful for the chance to serve the students, staff,
families and community of Lathrop R-II. I love being a superintendent and have a strong passion
for leadership and learning. My goal is to work very hard for the Lathrop R-II School District and
represent the district and community in a manner in which it deserves.”

Board President Matt Holsted said, “The board was pleased by the quality of the applicants and
feels that Dr. Willard is going to be a great fit for our school district. I’m looking forward to
working with him as we transition into the next school year.”

The Lathrop R-II School Board plans to host a reception for Dr. Willard in the near future so
members of the community can meet their new superintendent.  A separate reception for faculty
and staff is also planned.

Sincerely,

Superintendent
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