
November 19, 2020 

 

Dear Cayuga Heights Parent(s)/Guardian(s): 

A few days ago you were notified that Depew Schools will shift to a fully remote learning 

environment for all students effective Monday, November 23, 2020.  While it brings great sadness 

for all of us, this move is required as a result of the announcement by Governor Cuomo and that 

the Depew School-Community has been designated as an Orange Zone under his Micro-Cluster 

Initiative.  Dr. Rabey has indicated that we will assess our Zone Designation weekly, and keep the 

school-community informed regarding our return to in-person learning. 

As we are transitioning to remote learning for all students due to Erie County being designated an 

orange zone, it is important to remember that as stated in our reopening plan, we will be delivering 

instruction to students in the same fashion and same times as our regular bell schedule.  It is 

important for students to follow the structure of the school day, as the only thing changing is where 

instruction will be delivered from.  It is also important to keep in mind that while on remote 

learning, regardless of the duration, that we will continue the following as if instruction were in 

school: 

1. Take attendance every day at the start of the school day 

2. Grade student work/provide feedback 

 

● Students learning from home will follow their regular school day schedule from 9:05 am 

until 2:55pm:  If a student does not attend, participate, or engage in class during the 

scheduled subject/period, they will be marked absent, just as they would if they were 

absent on a regular school day. If a student misses class, they are expected to make up the 

work and submit it to the teacher just as they would under normal circumstances. 

Students will not receive credit for work that is not completed and this could result 

in a negative impact on their grades and/or promotion to the next grade level.  The 

classroom teacher will provide a period by period schedule for the day.  As usual, 

teachers will be available during the regularly scheduled school day to respond to emails 

and/or calls before the school day from 8:15 -8:45am and after the instructional day from 

2:55- 3:30pm.  If questions arise after this time, they will return your call/email within 24 

hours.  
 

● Reminders for remote learning:   Please be mindful that if the teacher is instructing a 

lesson everything that is said at home and background noise can be heard on the Zoom if 

the computer is not muted. Please have your child in a quiet location whenever possible.  

Interruptions can be disruptive and impact the learning environment for other students  

 

 

 

 

and staff. Also, please be aware that everything that is in the camera view on the 

computer can be seen by everyone on the Zoom. 
 



As a parent myself, I recognize the challenges that this full shift to remote learning brings and 

the impact it has on your household.  Please know that we will work together to meet the 

challenges of this transition.  In the event that you are having any concerns related to technology, 

please contact DepewItSupport@depewschools.org   

 

We will get through this together.  If I can be of any assistance, please do not hesitate to contact 

me. 

 
Sincerely, 

 

 

Michelle Kudla 

Principal 
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