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Rocket Families,
Every decision we have made to this point about COVID-19 has been based upon data that we have “in hand.” We
have not utilized speculative or predictive data, because of our commitment to making decisions based on what
we “know.” The Thanksgiving Holiday break has caused us to necessarily reconsider this approach. The numbers
in our county continue a steep upward trajectory in positive cases, hospitalizations, and deaths. Community
spread is obvious. If we did not take the action listed below, based upon how long test results are taking, in
addition to the backlog of cases at Public Health-Muskegon, we can predict a large number of “likely positive”
students and staff will be walking our halls without information necessary to quarantine and isolate positive cases
until they have possibly or likely spread the virus.
Based upon this information, ALL K-8 buildings will be “remote” the week after Thanksgiving, returning on
Monday, December 7. The High School will continue remotely until the DHHS order expires on December 8, with a
return on December 9.
I have to make this decision based on the overwhelming consensus that the Thanksgiving Holiday will cause a
significant increase in cases. This decision is recommended by Public Health Muskegon. Over the past month, RP has experienced a significant increase in positive COVID cases and a correspondingly high number of students
and staff being placed into quarantine as a result of being considered “close contacts.” The result has been a
tremendously disruptive impact of operating with so many students and staff working remotely. Our system
continues to be stretched incredibly thin. The following timetable is now in place:

November 25 (Wednesday) – ½ day for Students and Staff, both in-person and virtually, as previously scheduled.
November 30-December 6- All Pre-K-8th grade students and staff will operate via remote learning. Your child’s
teacher will share specifics and questions can be directed to the teacher or building principal as needed.
November 30-December 8- All HS students and staff will operate via remote learning. Your child’s teacher will
continue to share specifics and questions can be directed to the teacher or building principal as needed.
December 7, 2020- We plan to return to in-person (F2F) learning at the Pre-K- 8th grade levels.
December 9, 2020- We plan to return to in-person (F2F) learning at the High School.

There seems to be no other way for us to move forward; wear a mask, social/physical distance, keep your and your
child’s physically social circle small, and wash hands regularly. If staff, students and families follow the
recommendations, this will be enough time to allow positive cases to run their course (in most scenarios) and
quarantined individuals to finish their quarantine.
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An additional note:


Meals will still be provided across the district. Your child’s building will communicate the days and
times.

Rockets, this decision is not being made in haste or without serious reservations. Any unscheduled break from F2F
(face-to-face) learning is weighed against all potential alternatives before being decided. Being face-to-face for
those who chose F2F is best…. Until the risks outweigh the benefits. We will work hard on our end to resume and
maintain in-person instruction following this brief move to remote learning in the district.

Sincerely,
Steve
Steve Edwards
Superintendent, Reeths-Puffer Schools

