Did You Know?
Our district posts regular
COVID-19 updates on the
district website and app –
www.felicityschools.org. You
can find the COVID-19

Welcome New Felicity-Franklin Staff Members!

updates under the News
section of the website/app.

We would like to welcome the following new

students in Felicity-Franklin Middle School

staff members for the 2020-2021 school year.

and also in Felicity- Franklin High School.

Winter Sports
Information

Miss Emily Bogan (far left) is the new Fourth

Sarah has a love for the outdoors and can

Grade Intervention Specialist at Felicity-

often be found hiking with her daughter year

COVID-19 Procedures for

Franklin Elementary School. Emily recently

round. When asked what she enjoys most

Teams: Masks must be worn

graduated from the University of Cincinnati in

about teaching at Felicity-Franklin Schools,

when not on court, during bus

2020. When asked what she enjoys most

Ms. Way responded, “The students are what

rides, entering and exiting

about teaching at Felicity-Franklin Schools,

I enjoy most about teaching at Felicity-

building, students should

Miss Bogan responded, “I enjoy that the

Franklin Schools.” Ms. Ashley Reed (second

school is a tight-knit community, where all the

from right) is the new Elementary Aide at

students and staff support each other!” Mr.

Felicity-Franklin Elementary School. Ashley

William Shoemaker (second from left) is the

loves traveling and seeing the world. When

new mathematics teacher at Felicity-Franklin

asked what she enjoys most about working at

High School. Along with being passionate

Felicity-Franklin Schools, Ashley said, “I love

about mathematics, Mr. Shoemaker is also

watching a child’s face light up when they

passionate about the sport of obstacle course

learn something new. The ‘aha’ moments are

doors open 5:20 start 5:30.

racing. He has run over sixty Spartan races

my favorite.” Mr. Josh Carlisle (far right) is the

Freshman doors open 4:15

and loves the mental challenges that each

new Middle School Aide at Felicity-Franklin

start 4:30, JV doors open

one of them presents. When asked what he

Middle School. Josh enjoys teaching and

5:50 start time 6:00, and

enjoys most about teaching at Felicity-

coaching the youth of today. When asked

Varsity doors open 7:20 start

Franklin Schools, Will responded, “The

what he enjoys most about working at Felicity-

time 7:30. Please exit the

students. The students in Felicity-Franklin

Franklin Schools, Josh said, “The students’

building immediately after the

High School are always extremely respectful

work ethic, hard work and their passion for the

game. Tickets: $6.00 adults

and typically are very positive in their outlooks

outdoors and farming.” We are very excited

plus processing fee

on life and learning. This mentality makes my

and happy to welcome each of these talented

$4.00 Student & Seniors

job as a teacher much more enjoyable and

new staff members to the district. Please join

No season tickets

rewarding.” Ms. Sarah Way (center) is the

our Felicity staff and students in welcoming

new Visual Art teacher. Ms. Way works with

each of them to the Felicity-Franklin Family.

bring their own water
container, and for some
schools – no traveling
cheerleaders. COVID-19
Procedures for Spectators:
Masks must be worn at all
times. 7th grade doors open
4:15 start 4:30, 8th grade

Everyone that comes through
the gate must have a ticket.
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A Letter from the Treasurer

There have been many
changes in our financial
environment this school
year.
Some of these
changes are due to the
pandemic, but others are
unrelated.
Some are
positive changes, while
others are not so positive.
The
information
below
highlights
the
recent
fluctuations. The district will
continue to share this type of
detail with our community,
not only to be informative,
but also transparent.

district
was
awarded
$169,000 of Cares Act
Funding. Although this may
appear to replace the state
funds lost, it is important to
understand that state funds
can be used to pay for the
district’s regular operating
costs
(salary,
benefits,
supplies,
capital,
etc).
However, the Cares Act
funding can be spent only on
specific,
Covid-19-related
expenses.

State Funding Cuts

In August, our district was
also awarded $46,000 in
Coronavirus Relief funds.
These
funds
are
also
restricted and can be spent
only on Covid-19 related
expenditures
through
December 31, 2020.

Back in the spring, after the
outbreak
of
Covid-19,
Governor DeWine issued a
statement that in order to
balance the state’s budget,
schools would have a
reduction in their state
funding. Felicity Schools’
funding was reduced by
$111,000 in fiscal year 2020.
It was later announced that,
in addition to the 2020
reduction, the Governor
would be reducing our fiscal
year 2021 funds (current
year) by the same amount,
$111,000. We are hopeful
that there will not be any
additional reductions this
school year, but it is still very
early in the year.
Cares Act Funding
After the state funding cuts
above were announced, the

Coronavirus Relief Funds

Covid-19 Additional
Expenses
In order to get prepared for
school to start, we quickly
began using the Cares Act
funding and Coronavirus
Relief funds to purchase all
necessary
cleaning
equipment & supplies. The
district also purchased digital
licenses (technology) and
personnel
dedicated
specifically to facilitating the
online learning option. We
started the school year strong
with everything needed to
keep our students and staff
protected and ready to learn.

Public Utility Update
As you may recall in a
previous communication, the
district described how it was
negatively impacted by a
public utility company that
began operating within our
district.
The increase in
public utility values that
occurred when American
Municipal Power began
operating decreased the
district’s state funding, even
though their values were
subsequently appealed and
reduced in half. This appeal
resulted in the district being
required to repay $500,000
in public utility tax to
American Municipal Power
(which is in addition to the
loss in state funding). Since
then, the district has been
working with legal counsel to
get legislation passed that
would reimburse the district
for the lost state funding.
We are happy to share that in
July, the passage of H.B. 164
allowed the Ohio Department
of Education to reimburse
the district for this very loss of
state funding. The district
received $515,774 as part of
this new legislation. These
funds will be used to pay
back the $500,000 we are
required
to
return
to
American Municipal Power.
We invite you to thank
Representative Green &
Senator Johnson for their
role in the passage of

A Letter from the Treasurer (continued)
H.B.164.
Other Grant News
School
Bus
Purchase
Grant: The district applied
for and was awarded a
$60,000 grant to help
purchase a new bus this
year. Our bus fleet continues
to age.
Therefore the
administration and the Board
of Education have been
reserving funds to replace
buses for the past five years.
A new school bus will cost us
approximately
$85,000$100,000. With this grant
and our reserved funds, we
were able to replace two of
our buses with new buses.
Lighting Project Grant: This
past summer, the district
began a lighting project that
is projected to save us
$20,000 each year in energy
costs. To offset the cost of
this lighting project, the
district received a $20,000
state grant and is eligible for
a $15,000 rebate.
Connectivity Grant: Back in
the spring, when the state
mandated we switch to online
learning, we quickly identified
a technology gap in our
elementary. All students in
grades
5-12
have
chromebook devices, but our
K-4 students do not have
enough technology to allow
each student their own
device. In August, the district
applied for and received a
$152,000 Broadband Ohio
Connectivity grant. With
these funds we purchased
additional internet hotspots
for our middle school and
high school students. We
also purchased Wi-Fi

enabled devices for our
elementary students in
Kindergarten & first grades.
This grant will also be used
to expand our current Wi-Fi
beyond our building walls to
each of our parking lots. In
a
mandated
online
environment, expanding our
Wi-Fi to our parking lots will
allow our students to access
our internet in the evenings
or on weekends. They will
be able to park, download
the
necessary
assignment(s), and then
complete that assignment(s)
at home.
Wi-Fi in our
parking lots should be
available by the beginning of
the second semester.
Facility Updates: Together
with TDG, our facilities
partner, we have been
evaluating the condition of
our
HVAC/chiller/boiler
system that is approximately
twenty years old. Over the
past five years, the district
has continuously repaired or
replaced parts on these
systems. We are currently
in discussions regarding a
plan to replace one of our
chillers. We have also been
discussing the state of our
roof. We had a facilities roof
audit that reported we have
one section of our roof that
needs
a
complete
replacement, nine sections
that need restoration, and
two that need repairs and
preventative maintenance.
The current cost to repair,
replace, and restore all
sections of our roof ranges
between
$782,375
&
1,336,050, depending on
the length of the repair
solution (i.e. some material

used will last ten years,
while other material will last
twenty years). The district
does not have the funds to
make all the necessary
repairs/replacements
needed, so we will make the
repairs slowly over time,
sections at a time.
Summary
Although our finances have
fluctuated over the past six
months, the district has
made
expenditure
adjustments and received
grants
to
help
offset
expenses related to the
pandemic
and
other
necessary facility initiatives.
We are also fortunate that
during a pandemic, State
Representative Doug Green
and Senator Terry Johnson
fought to get the district
reimbursed for the public
utility issue we’ve been
battling for several years.
The timing couldn’t have
come at a better time.
The next five-year forecast
will be updated with the Ohio
Department of Education at
the end of November. The
district will share those
projections in our next
newsletter, but preliminary
results show a continuous
decline in our cash balance,
as previously forecasted
and
shared
with
the
community.
For the past
five years the district has
made tough decisions to
slow down the rate of the
cash balance decline, but
our community will need to
rally with us soon to help
secure the future of our
students’ education.

Christina Laubach, Treasurer/CFO – Felicity-Franklin Local School District

Looking Back at the First Part of the Year

New Camera System Will Broadcast Athletic Events

Grant Funds
for a New Bus!
The district was awarded

Dear Cardinal Fans,

Felicity-Franklin is proud to announce that we have partnered with the NFHS

a $60,000 grant to help

Network, and we’ve invested in new technology that will bring you every

purchase a new bus this

game from our Competition Gym for High School games and our High

year. Our bus fleet

School gym for Middle School games LIVE.

continues to age. We
have been reserving
funds to replace buses for

Join the NFHS Network for full access to:

the past five years. A



All Felicity-Franklin live and on-demand sports broadcasts

new school bus costs



All other sporting events from around the nation

approximately $85,000$100,000. With the grant

Friends and family members who can’t attend the game will never miss a

and our reserved funds,

play again!

we were able to replace
two of our buses with new
buses. The old buses that

Here’s how to watch:

were replaced had a

1) Visit www.NFHSnetwork.com

combined mileage of

2) Search for Felicity-Franklin and go to our page

nearly 400,000 miles!

3) Subscribe and Follow

Thank you for your continued support of Felicity-Franklin Cardinal athletics.
We look forward to bringing you top notch broadcasts of our athletic events!
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